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CHAP, h 

Admiral Drake sails from Plymotttb, and arrives at Magadof. 
He proceeds to Cape Blanco, and thence to the island of 
Mayo, one of the Cape de Verde islands. He arrires at the 
rirer la Plata, and proceeds from thence to SeaUbay, where 
he trades with the nativei| and then sails to Port St. Julian. 

ADMIRAL Drake, who had before distinguish- 
ed himself in several Y03rage8 by his integrity, bra- 
very and conduct,^ sailed out of Plymouth- sotfnd 
on the 15th of November, 1573, for the purpose of 
retaliating on the Spaniards the ill treatment he 
sljuid received from them« He had five ships under 
his command, the Pelican, which he afterwards 
called the Hind, burden 100 tons; the Elizabeth 
of 80 tons, commanded by captain John Winter ; 
the Marygold, a bark of 30 tons burden, com- 
manded by John Thomas ; the Swan, a fly-boat of. 
60 tons, under the command of John Chester ; and 

* See the DiscoTeries of the English, toI. il. chap. \u 
VOL, III. B 



a DRAKE'S VOYAGE 

a pinnace of 15 tons, Thomas Moon, commander. 
These ships were manned yfiih 164 able seamen, 
furnished with a large stock of provisions, and had 
four pinnaces on board, stowed in pieces, to be set 
up ad Occasion required. But this fleet meeting 
with a violent storm, in which several of the ship» 
were much damaged, and the Pelican in particular, 
losing her main-^mast, they were obliged to put 
back to Plymouth ; where having refitted, they set 
sail on the 13th of December, with a favourable 
wind, on the 25th passed Cape Cantin in Morocco, 
and on the 27th arrived at the island of Magador, 
eighteen leagues more to the southward, which had 
been appointed the place of general rendezvous in 
ease of a separation. 

Magador is situated about a mile from the main 
land, between which and that island, they found a 
very safe and convenient harbour. Here Mr. Drake 
ordered one of the pinnaces to be put together, 
and whfie they were thus employed, some of the 
inhabitants approached the shore, making signs of 
peace, and two of them ventured on board in the 
admiral's boat, which was sent to fetch them; one 
of the English being left as a hostage until their 
return. These told them by signs, that the reason 
of their coming was to make an offer of their friend- 
ship; and that the next day they would furnish his 
ships with provisions : whereupon Mr* Drake re- 
tamed their civility by giving them some linen 
cloth, shoes, and a javelin : upon which, those on 
shore, on receiving their companions, freely released 
the hostage. 

The next day a considerable bodfy of the Moors 
appeared near the sea side : when it being imagined 
that tbey came laden with proyisious, the boat was 
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sent to receive them ; but one of the men, enter* 
taining no disfmst, and hastily leaping out, among 
hiB supposed friends, was immediately seized ; aifd 
others of the natives quitting an ambuscade, the 
sailors, who were going to attempt to rescue their 
companion, were glad to recover their boat, and 
put off with great precipitation. The admiral being 
extremely exasperated at this piece of treachery, 
landed a body of men, and marched a considerable 
way into the country, but the Moors every where 
avoided him; he therefore returned to his ship, and 
the pinnace being finished in four days, they set 
sail from the coast of Morocco on the 80th of 
December. 

« 

The person who had been thus made prisoner 
was named John Fry. He was carried up into the 
country, and examined with respect to his nation, 
and the destination of the fleet ; and having de* 
clared that they were English ships, bound to the 
Straits, under the command of admiral Drake, who, 
to conceal his real design, had artfully caused this 
report to be spread, he was sent back with assu* 
ranees of friendship, and some presents for the ad* 
miral ; but he being gone before Fry's return, he 
was afterwards sent back to England in a merchant 
ship. 

On the 17th of January, the admiral arrived at 
Cape Blanco, where he found a ship at anchor, 
with only two men left to guard her. Of this he 
made a prize, and ordered her to be taken into the 
harbonr, where he staid four days, both to lay in a 
stock of fresh provisions, of which he found great 
plenty, and to exercise the men on shore, in order 
to fit them for land as well as sea service. The in^ 
habitants would have sold him some slaves, and ofr 
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fered a woman, with a child at her breaatj for sale, 
but Mr. Drake did not choose to engage in thia 
^ffic. He, however, supplied them with fresh 
water, of which they were then in gpreat want, aii4 
in return they gave hini ambergris and some pre- 
eious gums. 

The admiral left this harbour on the 22d of 
January, taking with him a Portuguese caravel, 
bound to the Cape 4e Verde islands for salt, and 
leaving behind him a small bark of his own. Tli^ 
master of the Portuguese vessel informed the ad* 
miral, that in one of the Cape de Verde islands, 
failed Mayo^ there was a considerable quantity of 
dried goats, which were annually prepared for 
such (tf the king's ships as called there. At this 
island, on which were some Portuguese, they ar^ 
rived on the 27th, but found the villages on the 
coast abandoned, and the wells of fresh wate^p 
stopped up. A body of men, commanded by cap- 
tain Winter, were ordered to march into the coun- 
try to take a view of it, which they did, and found 
the soil extremely fertile, producing great plenty 
of fruit, particularly fine cocoas, figs, and grapes 
of a most delicious flavour; and notwithstanding ita 
being in the midst of winter, the air was temperate 
and pleasant. They saw niany goats and kids, buit 
tihey were too swift to be easily caught, though 
they might have brought off many that were dd 
and drie^j that appeared to be laid in their way; 
and from which they inferred, that the inhabitants 
had beeii forbid to trade with thenif which was 
the case. They also saw large quantities of wild 
hens, and salt made by the heat of the sun ; aad 
at length discovered plenty of water, but at toq 
great a distance to think of bringing any on boaid. 
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On tiie Slflt of Jftnoary th^ passed by At idani 
^ St, Jago, tlie valleyB of wli^ were inhabiked 
by the Poitiiguefle, wtule the moimtaiiis weve poi- 
iewed by the Moon. Near this island they saw 
two Portngnese ^ps imder sail^ and as Porfaigal 
mas then annexed to the cvown of Spain, he took 
one of them, which proved a good prize, laden 
with wine. The jMbniral detained the pilot, but set 
the master and crew at liberty, giving them one of 
his own pinnaces, and restoring them their clothes^ 
some provisions, and a bntt of wine. On their kav* 
ing tine island, several pieces of cannon were fired 
at them, but without doing them any harm. 

The same ni^ they came to the isknd Del 
Fnego, or Burning Island, so called from the vol-* 
cano on its nortii side. On the south side of Del 
Foego they saw a very delightful island, named 
Bnva, which produced oranges, lemons, cocoas and 
inmunerable vegetables, while the cooling streams^ 
with which it is watered, in their ]Nrogress to th4 
sea contribute to its fertility, and improve the land^ 
scape ; but the sea around it being unfathomabk« 
consequently there being no possibility of anchor* 
ing, it is avoided by ships ; and to thb cause may 
be attributed its want of inhabitants, for some of 
the admiral's peofde travelling into the countryi 
met with no sign of a human being except a po<^ 
hermit,, who fled frcmi them, and in whose o^ they 
Cound scarcely any thing besides a crucifix, some 
images of rude workmanship, and an ill contriyed 
•Itar, 

Having tafc^ in a fresh supply of water at Bravaj» 
^ey quitted the Cape de Yerde islands, and pro* 
ceeded towards the line; in their approach to whicb 
they met with very chanj^eable weather^ being ^me-. 
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with white mooiifl. This contimul daabidg cloied 
up the pores^ and rendered them less susceptible of 
cold and heat. At first they were extremely shy of 
coming near the English ; but the admiral having 
caused some baubles to be tied to a pole stuck in 
tiie g^oundy and left for them to take when they 
pleased^ they soon after came and removed them, 
leaving ostrich'-feathers and some other things in 
exchange. On this the admiral and some of his 
men approached nearer the hill, but retreated on 
seeing them prepare to retire. This convincing the 
natives that he had no ill designs against them, they 
boldly advanced; and two of them, attracted by the 
lace on the admiral's hat, slyly came behind him, 
and snatching it off his head, ran away with it, and 
then divided the spoil, one keeping the hat and the 
other the lace. To this place the adnnral gave thtf 
name of Seal-bay, from the great number of those 
animals that frequent it. Here is also a bird called 
a booby, so stupid as to stand still while it is knocked 
on the head; it likewise contains many ostriches, 
which, though they cannot fly, are not easily taken, 
for being assisted by their^ wings, they run with 
great speed. 

Having left this place, they proceeded on their, 
voyage to the southward, and on the SOth of June 
anchored in Port St« Julian, so called by Magellan, 
where the admiral, accompanied by six men, goings 
on shore in his boat to take a view of the country, 
was in some danger from tiie natives, who slew the 
gunner, a man for whom he had a sincere regard ; 
however he revenged his death, by killing the 
murderer with his own hand. Here they found a 
gibbet, which had been erected by Magellan for 
the execution of some of his mutinous company, who 
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had conspired his death; and here« also, admiral 
]>rake caused Mr. Doughty to be tried and hanged 
for the same crime against himself. 



CHAP. II. 

Drake isilt through Che Straits of Magellan; their description * 
enters the Sonth Sea; arrives at Mocha, where the Indians 
marder two of his men; seises a very rich ship at Valparaiso; 
part of his crew attacked near the harhonr of Coqnimho bj 
the Spaniards; takes a large quantity of siUer, and seises 
some Pernvian sheep laden with treasure; takes theCacafuego 
, and several other ships richly laden; lands, and takes posses, 
sion of Nova Albion, or California. 

LEAVING port St. Julian on the 1 7th of August, 
they fell in with the Straits of Magellan on the 
SdOth^ and the neitt day entering them, found the 
passage so intricate and winding, that the wind, 
thoQgh sometimes favonrable, was, without ittf 
changing, frequently against them. This gave 
tiiem much fatigue and trouble, especially as they 
had sudden squaUs, which rendered this passage 
Tery dangerous; for, though they found several 
good harbours, and plenty of fresh water, yet the 
sea is so deep, that there is no anchoring except in 
some very narrow river, or between the rocks. On 
both sides the straits are vast ranges of mountains^ 
that rise far above the clouds, and are covered with 
perpetual snow, where they found the air extremely 
cirid, ^d the men were benumbed with frost. At 
the south-east part of the straits are several islands, 
between which the sea breaks in as it it does into 
the main entrance. It had been imagined that the 
current always set one way ; but they now found, 
from the ebb and flood, that this was a mistake^ 

VOL. III. c 
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and that the water vose five fothonfl all along the* 
coast. The widest part of these straits does not 
exceed four leagues in breadth, and the narrowest 
not less than one* On the 24th of August thej 
landed on an island in the straits, wl^ere there were 
such multitudes of penguins, tiiat they killed three 
thousand in less than one day. 

On the 16th of September they Entered the SoAtk 
Sea, but the next day were driven to the southward 
by a storm, and were obliged to anchw among some 
islands, where they found fresh water and excel- 
lent herbs; not far froro thence entering another 
bay, they saw people rangii^ from one bland to 
another in their canoes, in search of provisions, 
who traded with them for some commocBttes* Steer- 
ing northward, on the 3d of October they found 
three islands, in one of which was an incredible 
number of birds. 

On the 8th of October they parted the Elizabeth, 
commanded by captain Winter, which was forced 
back by a storm to the straits; and the captain^ 
having taken possesion of them and the a^acent 
territories in the name of queen Elizabeth, retEmed 
to England. 

They now steered for the coast of Chilt^ and on 
the 29th of November cast anchor at the isle of 
Mocha, where the admiral, with ten men, going on 
stiore, were met by spme of the natives, who be- 
haved with great civjlity, gave them two fat dieep 
and some potatoes in return for a few trifles, and 
also promised to bring them water, for which they 
received some presents beforehand* These people 
had been driven thither by the cruelty of the Spa- 
niards, who had forced them to leave their habita- 
tions, and retire to this island, in order to preserve 
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their lives and liberties. The next day, therefore, 
two of the men being sent on shore with barrels for 
water, the natives seeing that they had them at an 
Advantage, and taking them for Spaniards, whom 
they had resoWed never to spare, instantly seized 
and knocked them on the head. 

The admiral now continuing his course, met an 
Indian in a canoe, who mistaking his people for 
Spaniards, told them that there was at Valparaiso, 
a large ship laden for Peru. The admiml rewarded 
him for his intelligence, and he readily agreed to 
conduct them to the place where the ship lay at 
anchor. Upon their coming up to this vessel, they 
found that she had no more men than eight Spa- 
mards and three Negroes, who supposing them 
friends, welcomed them by beat of drum, and in* 
vited them on board to drink some Chili wine^ 
With this invitation they immediately complied, 
and driving the Spaniards under the hatches, took 
possession ; but one of them haying leaped over^ 
board, swam to Valparaiso, upon which the inha- 
bitants immediately cpiitted the town. The admiral 
then having secured his new prize, in which was 
found to the value of thirty thousand Spanish pis- 
toles, of pure gold of Baldivia, he manned her boat 
and his own, landed, and rifled both the town and 
the chapel, whence he took a silver chalice, th^ 
altar-cloth, and two cruets, of which he made a 
present to his chaplain ; and having also found a 
considerable quantity of Chili wine, he sent that 
on board, and then set all his prisoners at liberty, 
except one, whom he kept for his pilot, and steered 
directly towards Lima, the capital of Peru. 

The deet continuing their course, put into the 
haven of Coquimbo, and here fourteen men were 
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sent on shore to fetch prater; when being diicovered^ 
the Spaniards endeavoured to cut them ofi^ and sent 
out a body of three hundred horBe and two hundred 
foot to attack them* The English, however, retreat^ 
ed, and after some dispute, reached their ships, with 
the loss of one man, who was shot, and whom this 
formidable army beheaded, while the Indians stuck 
his body full of arrows. The admiral, however, 
ordered a party of men the next day on shore to 
bury him, to whom the Spaniards in vain displayed 
a flag of truce, as if to invite them to a parley ; but 
the English believing that their sincerity was not 
greater than their courage, did not care to trust 
them, and having interred their companion, re- 
turned to the ships. 

The admiral then weighing anchor, proceeded to 
a port called Tarapaxa, where landing some of hia 
men, they found a Spaniard asleep, with eighteen 
bars of silver lying by him, worth about four thou<- 
sand Spanish ducats, which they took vnthout dis- 
turbing his repose, Soon after, landing again, in 
order to take in water, they met a Spaniard and 
an Indian driving eight Peruvian sheep, laden 
with very fine silver, each of the sheep having two 
leathern bags on his back, in which were one 
hundred weight of that metal. When delivering 
the poor animals from their burdens, they lodged 
the bags in the ships, and theu sulfered the Spa** 
niard and Indian to drive away their beasts. 

From hence they sailed to the port of Arica, 
where they found three small barks, in which were 
fiftyrseven veedges of silver, each weighing about 
twenty pounds ; the men who belonged to them» 
fearing no danger, were all on shore, by which 
me«n9 they took no prisoners. Ko wever^ not being 
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6traii^ enough to attack the town, they again put 
to sea, and 80<m after fell in with a small bark, 
laden with linen doth, a part of which they took, 
and then let her go. 

On the Iddi of Febmary they entered the pwt 
of Lima, where they found a fleet of twelre ships 
lying at anchor, with scarcely any person left to 
goard them ; the commanders and their crews being 
on shore. On examining their cargoes, they found 
a chest filled with rials of plate, which they took 
on board, with some silks and linens; but being 
informed that another very rich ship, called the 
Cacafuego, had lately left that harbour, in order 
to sail to Paita, the admiral resolved to follow her; 
but on his arrival at Paita, found she had left that 
port and was gone to Panama; he however fell in 
with another vessel, that in some measure .atoned 
for the disappointment, having on board eighty 
pounds weight of fine gold, besides a large golden 
crucifix, adorned with emeralds, which he seized^ 
together with some useful cordage. 

Still resolving to continue the pursuit of the 
Cacafuego, he promised that whoever first saw her 
should have the gold chain he himself wore about 
his neck ; which fell to the share of Mr. John 
Drake, who first descried her at about three in the 
afternoon, and about six they, came up with and 
boarded her, after having brought her mizen-mast 
by the board in three shots. They found her cargo 
full as valuable as it had been represented, having 
thurteen. chests full of rials of plate, eighty pounds 
weight of gold, twenty-six tons of silver bars, and 
a large quantity of jeweb. Among many pieces of 
plate were two very large silver bowls, gilt, which 
)>elonged to the pilot, one of which, the admiral 
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told him, he hoped he woald allow hhn to keep, by 
ir&y of remembcance ; to which the pilot, who was 
one of the mostcoosideiable persons on board the 
Spanish ships, readily consented, and immediately 
preeented the other to the admiral's steward. 

Having taken this Talnable treasure on boards 
they dismissed the vessel, and allowed her to pur- 
•lie her course to Panama, after having supplied 
the captain and his crew with linen, and other 
necessaries. 

The admiral still continuing his course to the 
westward, came up witii a ship laden with China- 
ware, silks of the same country, and linen cloth ; 
and having taken out of it what was thought most 
valuable, and among the rest a falcon, of massy 
gold, which had a very valuable ememld set in its 
breast, he set the ship and her people at liberty, 
Iceeping only the pikrt to assist in navigating hw 
mrn vessel* 

The pilot steered tbem into the harbour of Gua^ 
tulco, and informed them, that there were only 
seventeen Spaniards in the town. Having there- 
fore put to shore, the admiral and some of his men 
landed, entered the place, and marched directly to 
the public hall, where they found the court sittings 
and. the judge ready to pass sentence on a number 
of poor Negroes, who were accused of coni^iring 
to bum the town. But the admiral's coming soon 
changed the scene of affiiirs, for without showing 
any reverence to the authority of the court, he 
caiised the judges, witnesses and prisoners, to be 
carried on board his own ship, where he obliged 
the chief judge to write to the townsmen, to keep 
at a distance, and permit the English to water in 
«|uiet* This being done, the town was ransacked 
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for plunder, but none fonnd, except about a bdsf^ 
of rials of plate ; only one of the sailors parsuing a 
rich Spaniard, who fled from the town, took from 
lum a gold chain and some jewels. Here the adnn« 
ral set his prisoners on shore, and an old Porta** 
^ese pilot, whom he had brought from the €spe * 
deVerde idands, and theaset sail for the idand of 
Canno, where they anchored on the 16th of March*. 
While lying here ttiey seized a Spanish Tessel, 
bound for the Philippine islands, which put in here 
for refreshment, and having taken a part of her 
cargo, discharged her. 

The admiral now thinking he had in some mea- 

tmre taken revenge on the Spaniards, both for the 

wrongs his country had snfiered from them, as well 

as for hb own private injuries, began to deliberate * 

on the best way of returning home* He reflected, 

that to retum by the Straits of Magellan, the only 

passage that had been as yet diBcovered, would be 

thromng himself into the hands of the j^pamards^ 

wbo might probably wait for him there with more 

force than he could resist, as he had but one ship 

left, and tiiat not strong, but immensely rich. He ' 

therefore resolved to proceed to the East Indies, 

by sailii^ to the west, and then to follow the Por* 

tuguese course, by passing tiie Cape of Good Hope ^ 

but being becalmed, he found it necessary to steer 

farther to the north, in hopes of obtaining a good 

wiikd; upon which he sailed at least six hundred 

leagues, until he came into 43 degrees north lati^ 

tuAe, where he found the air exoessivdy c<dd ; and ' 

on his proceeding farther, the severity of the wea-- 

tber became more intolerable ; he therefore steered • 

b%ck towards the south, until he came into S8 de- 

fS^t$ aert|)i latitude, where he found si vevy excel- 
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lent bay, which he entered with a fayonrable gale« 
This country, on account of its white cliils, which 
are seen at a good distance at sea, he, in honour of 
his native soil, called Nova Albion, though it has 
since been known by the name of California. There 
were several huts near the water side, well fenced 
from the severity of the weather ; a fire was placed 
in the middle of each, and round it the people lay 
upon rushes, with nothing else between them and 
the earth. The men were entirely naked ; but the 
women had a covering of bull-rushes, dressed after 
the manner of hemp, and fastened about their waists, 
with a deer-skin flung over their shoulders* These 
poor people sent the admiral a present of some fea* 
thers, and cawls of net-wo^k, and he entertained 
the persons who brought them with such kiadnesa 
and liberality, that they were highly delighted. 
They soon after sent him another present, that con- 
sisted of feathers and bags of tobacco : a consid^ 
ble body of them waited upon him to deliver them, 
n^le the rest were gathered together on the top of 
a small hill, at the foot of which the admiral had 
pitched some tenta. From this eminence one of 
them harangued the admiral ; and having ended his 
speech, they all laid down their arms, and coming 
down, offered their own presents, but civilly re- 
turned those the admiral had made them; while 
the women, who remained above, seemed, by tear- 
ing their hair and howling, to be engaged in oflef- 
ing sacrifice ; upon which the admiral ordered di- 
vine service to be celebrated in his tent, and they 
attended with gre^ decency, attention and amaze- 
ment* 

The news of the arrival of these strangers bein^ 
spread through the country, there came two persons^ 
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one of whdm made a long speech; jfrom which^ and 
the gestures of both, it was understood that the 
king himself intended to pay the admiral a visits 
provided they would give some token of his bein^ 
peaceably received^ which being readily granted^ 
their - sovereign soon after made his appearance^ 
attended by a considerable train* In the front came 
a person bearing a staff, on which hung two crowns 
made of net- work, artificially wrought with feathers 
of many colours, and three chains made of bones« 
The king, who immediately followed, had a very 
agreeable person, and approached with an air of 
dignity. He was surrounded by a guard of tall^ 
well-looking inen^ clothed in skins ; then followed 
the common people, who, to make the liner show^ 
had painted their faces with different colours, and 
all of them had their arms full of presents, the very 
children not excepted < 

The admiral drew up all his meii in a line of 
battle, and stood within the fences of his tent, ready 
to receive them; at some distance from him the 
whole train halted, and observing a profound si^ 
lence, the person who marched first with the stafi; 
began a speech, which lasted half an hour j that 
being ended, the same officer began a song, and 
struck up a dance, wherein he was foUowted by the 
king and his subjects, who came up singing and 
dancing to the fences, which the admiral had made 
to secure his tent from treachery ; all of them then 
sitting down, the king is said to have made a solemn 
offer of his whole kingdom to the admiral; and» 
with the consent of his subjects, took off the crown 
of feathers he wore on his head, and placed it on 
the admiral's, at the same time inyestiAg him with 
other ensigns of royalty, all which the admiral ra-^ 

VOL. HI. 9 
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ceived, hopii^ that Hub surrender might ose tiH» 
or other add ta the glory of hk sovereign, and the 
advantage of England. Bat, it is most probable 
these Indians had no such design : they seemed to 
consider the English as a snperior order of beings ; 
and these actions might be no more than the highest 
compliment they coald pay them; The commoa 
people now dispersed theaasehres among the admi-* 
lal's tents, expresmng snch a high admiration and 
love for the English, that they seemed to think then* 
more than mortal, and even came before them with 
sacrifices, which they attempted t^ offer with the 
profoundest devotion ; but the English kept themr 
back, and endeavoured, by their signs, to render 
them sensible, that there was an omnipotent Being, 
to whom alone these honours were due. 

Some time after the English travelled some dis- 
tance into the country, which they found well 
stocked with large fat deer, and a kind of rabbits, 
whose flesh was mudi eeteemed by the natives; 
their skins supplied closing for the king and hia 
principal snl^eets. The Spaniards had never been 
on thi^ shore ; and, it is certain that Mr*. Drake had 
ibe honour of first discovering it. Therefore at hio 
departure he erected a pillar, and aflSxed to it a 
large plate, on which were engraven her majesty's 
Mane and picture, her arms and title tathe country, 
with the day and year in which the admiral, whose 
name wa» also inscribed, had arrived on that coast. 



aOUND THE WORLD. 19 



CHAR III. 

TIm ateiral laili froai Nora Albion, nnd trritet at the LadroM 
iaiaods, whence ke proceeds to Ternate, where he is visited by 
the king ; an accenat of that island. The ship in danger of 
being lost on a rock. He anchors at the island of Baratene; 
character of the inhabitants. Proceeds to Java; his reception 
there. Dowbles the Cape of Good Hope. Arrives at Ply. 
nonth. The hoaonrs he received ^ter his return to England. 



HAVING taken in a fresh supply of provisions^ 
and a sufficient stock of water, the admiral left 
Nova Albion on the 23d of July. The inhabitants 
appeared extremely eoncemed at his departure, and 
lighting fires on the highest hills, until the ship 
was out of sight, as, was supposed, to ofier sacrifices 
to procure the safety of these strangers. Mean- 
while the admiral stretched forward to the west- 
ward for the Molucca islands; and, on the 13th of 
October came up with the Ladrones, whence a great 
number of small vessels came oflf^ bringing fish, 
fruit, and other provisions to sell. These vessels 
appeared smooth and shining like burnished horn, 
on each side of them hung out two pieces of wood, 
and the inside was adorned with white shells.* The 
people in these vessels had the lower part of their 
ears pared round, and stretched with the heavy pen- 
dants that hung in them. Their teeth were as black 
as jet, occasioned by their chewing an herb with a 
sort of powder, which they carried about with them 
for that purpose, and were esteemed of great ser- 
vice in preserving them.f Their nails seemed de- 

^ It is et ideut these were Indian proas, ^f\u^h the reader will 
see particalarlj described in Anson's Voyage, chap. xi. 

f These were, doubtless, the areca and betel, stiUnsed in the 
But for ths sans pvpose, lee Daaipter^s Voyag e^ chap, iz. 
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signed for defensive weapons^ by their sufTering 
them to grow at lea^t a full in<;h in length. These 
people at first seemed to deal very fairly, but soon 
began to steal every thing they could lay their 
hands on ; and it was impossible to make them part 
with any thing on which they had once seized. 
This made the English refuse to deal with them* 
and hinder their gping on board the ship, at which 
they were so exasperated, that they flung stones ; 
but on a gun being fired, they were so intimidated, 
that they leaped into the water, and skulked for 
shelter under their yessels until the ship was at 
some distance* when nimbly recovering them, they 
steered tp the shofe, but not without frequently 
casting their eyes behind them. 

On the 18th they came to several other islands, 
some qf which appeared to be very populous; and, 
continuing their course, passed by the islands of 
Tagulada, Zelon and Zewarra; the first of which 
produces great quantities of cinnamon, and the in- 
habitants of most of them were friends to the Por- 
tuguese. 

On the 14th of November they ftll \n veith the 
Moluccas, and, intending to sail to Tydore, coasted 
along the island of Mutyr, subject to the king of 
Ternate; they were prevented from proceeding by 
meeting the king of Ternate's viceroy, who, seeing 
the admiral's ship, boldly ventured on board, ana 
advised him, by signs, not to prosecute his voyage 
to Tydore, but to sail directly for Ternate, because 
his master was a great enemy to the Portuguese, 
and would have nothing to do with him if he ^ag 
^t all concerned with Tydore, or the Portugueije 
fettled there. 

Ttiis intimation induced Mr. Drake to alter Iii^ 
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first resolation^ and resolving to stay at Temate, 
early the next morning came to an anchor before 
the town, when he sent the king a present of a 
velyet cloak ; the messenger was ordefed to make 
him sensible, that his intentions were entirely 
peaceable, and that he came with no other design 
but to procure provisions and other necessaries in 
exchange for merchandize. Having received the 
messenger with much pomp and ceremony, the 
king returned 'for answer, that he was pleased with 
the thoughts of carrying on a friendly correspon- 
dence with the English, who should be welcome to 
whatever his country afforded. 

The king having the curiosity to see the ship, 
resolved to pay the admiral a visit on board, and 
therefore sent four large vessels, filled with the most 
considerable persons of his court* They were aU 
dressed in white lawn or calico, and had a large 
canopy of very fine perfumed mats, supported by a 
frame made of reeds, which spread over their heads 
from one end of the vessel to the other ; they were 
surrounded by servants, who were also clothed in 
white, and these were encompassed by soldiers, on 
1>oth sides of whom were placed the rowers. These 
vessels rowed by the admiral in great order, each 
paying him their respects in turn, and then ac- 
quainted him, by signs, that they were sent by the 
king, to conduct him into a safer road. Soon after 
the king himself appeared, attended by six vene- 
rable persons. He seemed much pleased with the 
English music, and still more with the generosity 
of the admiral, who made him and his nobles con- 
siderable presents. He promised to return again the 
following day, and, in the mean time to send them 
pncli provisions as they might stand in need of, Iq 
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thb laflft particular he kept his word, and they re- 
ceived a considerable quantity of fowls, rice, cloves, 
sugar and fruit. 

The nexf, morning the king sent his brother and 
the viceroy on board, to excuse his not visiting 
the admirad, to invite him on shore, and to stay 
behind by way of hostage for the admiral's re- 
turn. This invitation Mr. Drake declined; but 
sent some of his officers viith the king's brother, 
and detained only the viceroy as a pledge of their 
safety. 

On landing they were received by another of the 
king's brothers, accompanied by several of the 
nobles, who conducted them virith g^eat solemnay 
to the palace, where they found at least a thousand 
persons, the principal of whom were the council, 
which consisted of sixty very venerable men. Soon 
after the king himself entered, attended by twelve 
men, armed with lances, the points inverted. A 
loose robe of gold tissue hung over hb shoulders, 
several gold rings were fastened about his hair, by 
way of ornament, he had a chain of the same metal 
about his neck, and several rings set with fine 
jewels on his fingers ; his legs were bare, his shoes 
made of red leather, and over him was home on 
umbrella richly embroidered with gold. On the 
right hand of the chair on which he seated himself, 
a page stood with a fan adorned with sa{^hires; 
with this fan he strove to allay the heat, occasioned 
by the warmth of the sun, and the throng of the 
people. His majesty gave the EngliA gentlemen a 
very kind reception; and, having understood their 
message, sent one of his council to conduct them 
back to the ship. This prince is a very powerful 
monarch, having a large number of isknda nader 
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fci8 jurudidMni. HLi leligioii, u well 'u that of bif 
flobjeeti, is Mahometaniim. 

While the admiral staid here, he was visited by 
a person well attended, who was of the blood-royal 
of China, bat banidied fof a term of years, on SM- 
piei<m of bein^ guilty of some crimes against thm 
State ; dating which time he proposed to travel, in 
order that he might reap some advantage from hia 
misfortanes. He seemed to be a man of sound 
sense, strong judgment, and good memory; and 
having' acquired the knowledge of some ijoropean 
languages, proved an entertaining companion. He 
was highly pleased with the admiral's behaviour, 
and strove to persuade him to touch at China, but 
in vain. 

The admiral therefimre having procured what he 
wanted at Temate, set sail ttom thence, and five 
days after cast anchor at a small uninhabited island, 
to the southward of Celebes, where he ordered 
forges to be set up, to repair the iron-work of the 
ship, in which the smiths were obliged to make 
use of charcoal, as all their sea-coal was consumed. 
This island was extremely woody; the trees were 
loige, lofty, straight, and without boughs, except 
towards tlM^ top, where the leaves somewhat resem- 
bled EngUdi broom. They observed here in the 
night, great multitudes of shining flies, no bigger 
tiian the common fly ki En^and, which skimming 
np and down between the trees and bushes, made 
them appear as if on fire : they also found bats as 
big as hens ; and a sort of cray-fish, whieh live on 
land, and are of so extraordinary a size, that one 
of them is sufficient to satiny the hunger of four 
persons: these burrow in the- ground like rabbitF. 

After sta3Wg twenty-six days at this idtaad, they 
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weighed^ and again set set sail, but were soon en-^ 
tangled among several small islands ; and tbe ivind 
suddenly shifting, they, on the 9th of January, 
1 579, ran upon a rock, on which they stuck fast 
from eight at night until four in the afternoon of 
the next day. In this distress they lightened the 
ship, by taking out three ton of clothes, eight 
pieces of ordnance, and some provisions ; and soon 
after, the wind chopping about, happily disengaged 
them. 

Some time after, having severely suflered by the 
winds and shoals, they fell in with the fertile islands 
of Baratene, where they found great plenty of pro- 
visions of all sorts, excellent spices, as nutmegs^ 
long pepper and ginger, with lemons, oranges, co- 
coas, plantanes, cucumbers, and particularly a fruit 
of the size of a bayberry, which is hard, but has m 
pleasant taste, and when boiled, is soft, and easy 
of digestion. This island also produces gold, silver^ 
copper and sulphur. The natives are fax from being 
disagreeable, and are remarkable for their huma- 
nity and integrity : they are courteous to strangers^ 
and trade with an honesty and punctuality that 
might put a Christian to the blush« The men have 
a covering only for their heads^ and a piece of 
linen round their waists; the women have a gar- 
ment which reaches from the waist to the feet, and 
have eight or ten bracelets on their arms, made of 
brass, horn or bone, the least of which weigh two 
ounces each. 

Leaving Baratene, they sailed for Java Major, 
where they were also hospitably entertained. This 
island was governed by five kings, who preserved 
a perfect good understanding between each other. 
Four of whom came at once on board, and the ad- 
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ininii had very often tfre eompmiy ef Ph^q or thre# 
of them at a time* 

The itftm, vAto iire a rtmit tod warlike people^ 
^ well armedf with Bwoti% targets and daggers^ 
which they temper very skilfully. They wear tur- 
hans on their heads, and a piece of mlk from the 
waist downwards, which trails en the grounds 
llieir hefaaTiour, wifli respeet to their women, if 
Tery different from that of the inhahitents of tho 
Mohicea islands, who w31 scarcely saiftr them t0 
he seen by a stranger ; while these run so far into 
the opposite extreme, that they very civilly ofl^ 
fbem to their guests. They are also extremely social 
amd'iij^ tbemsehres ; for In every village they haver 
a {Niblic honse, where they meet, and bring theii^ 
ilmrea of provisions, which they join in one geae- 
ral stock, and form a great feast, for keeping up 
good-f^Qowship amongst them. They have a pecn-* 
liar way of boiling rice, wMch they pttt into an 
earthen pot, of a conical figure, open at the great-^ 
tr end, and perforated all over ; ^§ is flited in a 
large earthen pot, full of boiling water, which is 
set over the fire, and the rice swelling, fills the 
hoiet of the pot> when but a mall quantity of th« 
water can enter, by which means the rice is brought 
to a very firm consistence; of this they make ssrver- 
ral agreeable dirites, by mixing it with sngar, 
spices, butter, oil, or whatever else is most agree*" 
able to their palates. 

The admiral having caused the hidl of the ship 
to be cleared from the barnacle- shells she had gs« 
thered in her long voyage, and her bottom new 
payed, we^ed anchor on the S6th of March for 
the Cape of Good Hope, which he doubled on the 
18th of June; when the few obstnictions he met 

YQh. iiu m 
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with in this part of the voyage fully 
him, that the Portuguese had gropsly misrepresent-* 
ed the pasettge, and abused the world by a false re- 
presentation of the horrors and dangers with which 
it is attended. 

On the 82d of J uly^ the admiral arrived at Sierra 
Leona, where he and the crew saw many elephants, 
and some trees, which, hanging over the sea, were 
covered with oysters, that lived and multiplied 
among them* With these, and the lemons, which 
were very plentiful, the crew, after thb long run, 
were much refreshed* 

After staying two days, which they spent in 
wooding, watering, and taking in refreshments, 
they weighed anchor, and oa the 26th were . off 
the Canaries ; but being suf&ciently stocked with 
necessaries, they continued tiieir voyage to Ply- 
mouths where they arrived on Monday the 86th of 
September, 1580; and according to their own ac- 
count, Sunday the 25th, after having q^ent two 
years, ten months, and a few days, in encompassing 
the globe. 

No private subject was ever more applauded than 
admiral Drake for this voyage, who was the first 
£ngUsh commander that sailed round the world. 
Queen Elisabeth herself was so highly pleased with 
^ conduct, that on the 4th of April, 1581,« she 
did him the honour of dining on board his ship at 
Deptford, where he gave her a magnificent enter- 
tainment, and her nugesty conferred upon him the 
dignity of knighthood. This ship was preserved 
many years at Deptford, and, when it was almost 
entirely decayed a chair was made out of it, and 
sent as a present to ^the University of Oxford, 
\^here it is still to be seen. 



THE VOYAGE 



or 



SCaOFTENAND LE MMRB ROUND THE WORLD. 



CHAP. I. 

Tke rise ftod design of tius rojage. They sail from ihe Tezel, . 
and arrire at the islands otMadrabomba, near Sierra Leona; 
an accoant of the countrj. They sail to Port Desire; are in 
danger of being lost, bat escape, and land on King's island; 
ihe Horn accidentally burnt. 

THE States-general of the United Provinces, 
"having ^snted an exclusive charter to the East* 
India company, prohibiting all their other subjects 
from carrying on any trade to the eastward beyond 
the Cape of Grood Hope, or to the westward through 
the streights of Magellan, this prohibition gave 
^reat oflfence to many rich merchants, who were 
desirous of making discoveries at their own ex^ 
pence ; and who considered it extremely unjust, 
that the government should thus, against the laws 
of nature, bar those passages which providence had 
If ft free, Among the rest was Mr, Le Maire, a 
rich merchant of Amsterdam, who earnestly desared 
to emiploy a part of that wealth he had acquired by 
trade, in obtaining fame as a discoverer. With this 
view he made application to Mr. William Cornelia 
son Schovten, of Horn, a person in easy circum-r 
stances, who had been three times to the East^ 
Indies; and asked his opinion, whether it mighf 
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not l^e pofleible io find another paraage into the 
South Seat than fa j the straiti of Magellan ? and 
vhether it was not likely^ that the countries to the 
south of that passage migbt afford as rich eonuno- 
dities as either the East or West- Indies? Mr, 
Sehovten answered, that there was great reason 4o 
l>eUeTe that such a passage might be discovered ; 
and still stronger reasons to confirm what he con- 
jectured, as to the riches of the southern countries, 
After many conversations itpon this subject, they 
at last resolved to attempt such ft discovery; from 
a persuasion, that the States'-general could not iB« 
tend, by the above exclusive charter, to preclude 
their subjects from discovering countries oa the 
south, by a new passage, distinct from those ram* 
tioned in the charter ; and it was agreed, that Le 
Maive and his friends. Idionld advance we-half, to- 
wcards ^e necessary eKpence pf the voyi^e^ and 
Sdiovten and his friends the atiier. 

For this voyage such prepfuratiofis were maAe, 
that ev^ry thing was ready in the space of tmo 
months; and the seaman^ esitering into general 
articles, to go wherever their master and superear-* 
goes ahould require, were to receive extraordinary 
vs^l^> in eonsideratioii of so unusual a condiliOB« 
S'he. eagerness of the siSMNt to engage in it^ gavo 
tham an opportnnity of cheesing the most eaqpe* 
Tienced marinars^ m Whose rikiU «ad fidelity they 
tonld di^pendf 

These eztniivdinacy preparations, with the se^ 
ertcy th^t was observed, erased a great noise, net 
only at Amsterdam^ bnt all over Holland^ wkate 
people reasoned on the inlention of this voyagOi 
according to their several eapacities ; the cemnKOi 
l^eeple f^iving thfip the iiaiiia gf thv Qold-findanC 
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aU who eootiilmteA to it^ tiie Solitk Coiti]peiij. 

Two 0iu^ were fitMd mt en thtft etptAi^wa^ 
the lar g«#t of wkich wm eaHiidl tke Unity; abe nm 
S60 tou burden, carried 19 gann, witb IS sw^K 
and 66 men. She h«d«ftN> on boavd b piimaee wMi 
sails, another to row, a lawMih for lani^i^ of men^ 
and a small boat. WiHIiimOomelutonSehovteBWas 
ma^r and pilot; and Jaaate I^ Maire, tlie aon ei 
the geRttetiian who )iro]MMed the e^tpeditmit waa 
sapereargo. The other was the Horn, of tely 1 10 
tons bordeoi, carrjing % goM* 4 awtreis, and M 
men, eomtaaadiBd by John GomAliMn.Sehovtes. 

On the 4th of Jnne, 1615, thty sailed o«t of tha 
Texoly and on tiie 17th andiored in tha DowMi 
took in frerii water at Darer, and hired an BapMi 
l^ntier. Thoy aftatwatds Uurad aaf Sngfidi oaTpan* 
t^ at Plynonth» and on the Sfitii lailad from tiMt 
port. On the IMi af Jnly they steered betweaii 
iho idand TeneriiBfe aad Grand Canaria, and on the 
90th in the monia^ f<dl in with Capo Yard, whet# 
they took in frash watet. On fha Slat of Angaat, 
Ihey saw the high land of Sieria Laona, and the 
idaada of Bfadrabomhay which lie on Ra ioaih 
poidt. They attempted to hnrtyt^nmaiay to tho 
point oterthft dhallowt of St. Aatf, hat ftbdhig that 
i a s pB to t k ahla, steered to the ahOTC ishfend^ which 
are Ihlree ia nmnber, yftty highi and lie iaa roi^, 
half a league from Sichna Leona. 

They anchored a leagae ftotn one of tiieaoishaii^ 
whidt appaated to^bo fafl of bogs and marriias, and 
one eatiaeivaste, like a wilderaess, scnrae At to en- 
tertausany iidadbitaato bat wild beasts, and i n dee d 
aat seeming to hare miy e^lhar. Goia^ on shore oa 
4heSM, «h^ fenai a river, the moath of which 
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was so stop]^ up vrith dand and cltfis of rocks, 
that no ship could enter it ; yet within the water 
was sufficiently deep^ and broad enough foi^ ships 
to tarn iabout. Here they saw monkeys, wild oxen, 
a sort of birds, that made a noise not unlike tl^e 
barking of a ddg, crocodiles and turde ; but met 
with no frait, except lemons. 

•On tibe 90th they arrived before a village, that 
looks upon the road of Sierra Leona, .where they 
anchored in eight fathoms of water. This village 
consisted of about eight or nine poor houses, co- 
vered with straw; but the Moors, who dwelt in 
them, were unwilling to come on board, without 
having pledges left on shore, to secure their safe 
retum. However, Aris Olawson, the supercargo of 
the Horn, landed, and staid among them, purcha- 
sn^ lemons and bananas with glass beads ; and, m 
thCimean time, some of the natives came on board. 
The ships had here a good opportunity of taking^ 
in a sufifcient supply of fresh water, which, pour- 
ing down in great quantities Irom a very high' 
mountain, the sailors had nothing to do but to 
place their barrels to receive it, under the fall of 
the water. There were also vast woods of lemon- 
trees, which made that fruit so cheap, that for a 
few beads and knives they might have had ten 
thousand. On the first of September, they anchored 
before a small river, and landing, got some lemons 
and palmettos, took an antelope in the woods, and 
had good success in fishing. 

£arly on the 4th they sailed from £Serra Leona, 
•and the next day were strangely surprised with a 
vidant stvoke, that was given to the lower part of 
one of the ships, though they were at a great dis- 
tance at sea; but while they wwe amused with tfait 
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l^enomenoB, tKe sea'aboat tkem began to change 
ito colour, • and asBoine a recldish hue. The canse 
t>f these events thej were entirely' ignoraiiK. of, nor 
til they came to port Desire, and set the ship upon 
the strand to make her clean, when they found a 
lai^ horn, in form and nu^^itude resembling an 
elephant's tooth, sticking fast in the boitcmi of the 
ship. It was a firm and solid body^ without '^any 
cavity or spongy matter in the middle:' it had 
pierc^ through three very stout planks. of the 
ship, and raised one of her ribs, so that it stock at 
least half a foot deep in the planks, and about as 
mttch appeared without the hole, up to the place 
whne it was broken off. And now the riddle was 
completely solved ; this horn being the spoil of a 
fish, that had thus mdely assaulted the ship with 
this piercing wmpon ; * and, after the first thrast, 
not being able to draw it out again, had there 
brak^ra it, which was attended with such an scttkr 
nonof blood, that it had dtscolouxedthe sea neat 
the ship. 

. Having now sailed so far, that none. on board, 
except the master, knew where they were, or whi- 
ther they intended, they, upon the 26th, made known 
tiieir design, of £scovering a new southern passage 
into the great Pacific ocean ; upon which all the 
sailors seemed highly pleased, hoping to find some 
golden country, to make them amends for all their 
trouUe and danger. i * 

On the 7th of November, ,kee}Mug a south course, 
fhey came before the « haven of port Desire, but 
iaiUng loo far to the southward, missedi the right 
channel, and entered a crooked bay, wh^»re at^iigh 
tide they had but.four fothomsvand a half of w/iter; 
by yflmii m«9n0 the Unity lay with, her itwa faat 
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igMimd, n4^ iffabriri^gmlehttin^UowBftMi 
Ae iMirth-eail^ she waaM have ben infiifiiUy 
iMt. Here liiey f oani pleaty of e|^ amim^ the 
eliffi; and the bay afiMad then umuiten, aai 
ameftto of wteen mehes in length} whence they 
(paTe it the name ef Siwlt Bay; and the chakmpe 
being sent to the Pengoin idandf^ Ftturned with 
ISQ pen^iiinA and two sea lion*. 

Ob tiie 8th they sailed onl of Smelt bay, and 
enteied port Dbsim, which lies in inC" 40^ soath 
latitudie; but after Kttle more Aaa a Ijoague's sail't 
lag in ti&is hay, the wind bq^ning to veer aboK^ 
tiiey anchored in SO fathoms wM^; bat the bofe^ 
torn being rocky, and the wind Mowing hud at 
noith-westy their anchors eonld not preserve theaa 
fimn driTing open the southcta shore; so thatbodl 
the diips were in danger ai hdjfug wrecked* The 
Unity lay wtth her sides i^on the eliffi, bnt the 
Ham stack so Aat her keel was above a fathetti 
ant erf the water. Fear some time ithe nerth^weet 
wind, by blowing hard apon her side, kept^^ her 
fimnftttii^ over; but that snpporfr beii^ gone, 
she snnk down upon tint side, at least tiu-ee feel 
leaser than her keel, and yet, to their great siur^ 
prise and salisfaetion, the snoeeedinff flood, whloh 
eame on with sl^ weather, srt her npright agasa^ 
and beA she and her companien got clear of tha 
danger. 

On the 9th, they went farther into the river, andl 
came to King's island, which they iSsund fM} of 
Mack sea mews, and ateiost coveaed wtth^tiieif 
egga; a man eonld easily readkAo fifty or sixfy of 
Aeir aesis, in each of whieh were three or fonr 
tggh M that Aey were soon furnished wiHi soma 
Aaosends of tiiem« Two davs aftop Hie boat wen« 
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fat fleateh of good wmter/ to the. Mroth side of :th« 
riFer ; bat all they foimd mmb of a bncktsh, du-. 
agreeaUe . taste. They hoe saw ostriches, aod. 
beasts resembhiig harts, that, were extremely wiid^ 
apd had remarkable long necks; and upon the hills 
they found, gpreat heaps of stones, under which some 
bodies of a monstrous sise had been interred ; as 
they judged firom the length of the bones they found . 
. Some days after, thqr cureened the Unity upon 
Kill's island, whioh being performed verysuc-*. 
cessfully, they hauled the Horn on shore, for the. 
same purpose, phusing her about two hundred yarda 
from the other ship i but while they wete busy in 
cleaBing both ships, the Horn accidentally took 
fire, and the men being unable to extinguish it, 
she was soon consumed. However, on the 2(Hb, 
at high-water^ they launched the Unity^ and the 
next .day they cacried on board her every thing 
thqr had beea,able to save out of the Horn.. . . 

• 

CHAP. 11. 

Tbey vet Sail in tfie UdUj from port Desire; Ascoter tbe neW 
sfmict, and pass' roOnd cape Horn; tbetf sailing t6 the island 
Jnen Fefiiendes, wtt xMb\0 to land, and proceed to Dog 
island; iU iohabitanU. > description of Water Island and 
¥\f island' Their arriral at Cocoa island, afterwards at 
Traitor's island, and then at Hope Island. An aceonnt of its^ 
Inbabitants. ' 



ON the I3th of ianuafy. they set sail from 
^Destre^ and on Uie 24rth saw land, stretching from 
the east to the sonth, with very high hills covered 
with iee« and soon after e^her land« bearing east 
from ity^asiiighand rugged as the former. These 
lands they iniaguied h^ .afaoat eight leagues asun^ 

VOL. HI. F 
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4er ; and, from there heiftg ^ hiuk cwr rent, tiisl 
tau by them to the soukhward, tiiey imagined them 
might be a good paoage betweeu them. They^ 
therefore made up to. thia opening, when they aaw 
an incredible number of peDguiBs, and 00 many 
whaleS) that they 'were forced to proeeed with great 
eaution, lor fear of ranning the Bhip^vpon them* 

The next day they got np close % the east land, 
which upon the north ade extends east-seuA^eask, 
as &r aa the eye can follow it. This they called 
Staten I^nd, ^ or States Land ; aod to that which 
lay to the west, they gave the name of Manriee 
Land. They obacnred tiu»t there were good roads^ 
and sandy baya^ plenty of Ash, porpoise^ pengasna, 
and some sorts ctf fowl, but the adjacent liand seemed 
quite bare of trees and wooda. At their entmnee 
mto this passage, Jbavmganorth mnd> they briskly 
sailed to the southward^ and afterwardls to tiu» 
south-west, meeting with piodigiouB wayea, that 
eome rolling along before the wind. This, with the 
depth of the water, gave them full assuranee, tliat 
the great South Sea was now before them, into 
which they had almost made their way by a pass^pe 
of their own discovery* The sea mews were here 
larger than swans, and their brings, when ^extended 
to their full length, spf^ead abontthe eempass of a 
&thom« They would come and tamely sit down 
upon the ship, and suffer themselves to be tak.en 
with the hand, without any endeavours to fly away. 
. Onthe ^th> they had the ]mi8pec*«^ two islaada 
set romid with eliffi Ijing to.the w»stward, to which 
they gave the name of Bamev^li'a idand ; awl^ ta- 
hiog a north-west ccmrae fiaom thence, saw land 
again, which was high, and coaered with snov» 
and ended in a shai^ Jf^ixA, which they caUed Caf» 
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'Hon. They now h^d their course to the westward, 
with a stroi^ cnrrMit^ yet great binows rolled upon 
•them from the west. On the Slrst they passed Cape 
Horn, and, on the 19th of Fiibiuary, pbinly db- 
eoTered the str aitri of MigeUan lying to the east- 
ward ; and tieing now certain of their haying made 
a new and happy dtee^ery, their genieral joy was 
expressed by every person on board having a cup 
lof wine, whidi went three timea round the coro^ 
|>any ; and at the same time they gave to this new 
passage the name of Straits le Mair^ . It is obser> 
vable, that all tiie time of their sailing through 
these dtrails, and abinit the 86nth^m land now first 
diseovered, they hnd a settled course of bad we» 
ther, a thick and foggy atmosphere, and strm^ 
enrrenta. All whieh* added together, made their 
tailing in these stiraits very tedious* But the joy 
of this discovery, the hopes of further improve^- 
ments, witii the comforts of the bottle, helped to 
remove the sense of that tecUpus run, and the dan- 
g^s they had encountered » 

On the 28th they resolved to sail for the islaisds 
-of Juan Femandea, in order to give tho^ who were 
sick and weary proper refreshment; they saw these 
islands on the first of l^Carch* The road oi the 
imger lies on the east point> and tbty sliaped their 
aonrse to the Hreeterm side of it ; by which means 
they were reduefed to the ineonvfenience of not be^ 
mg aMie to get nter enough to the land to anchor^ 
This made them dispatch ^bttit boat to sound the 
depth, whieh returosd u4tfi an accoui4 of there 
being good anchorage, end ^ their having seen a 
very lovely valley, full of trees and thickets^ ^^ 
ftetriied vrith streams of water ruiming down fron^ 
the hiUsi and a Tarialy of animals gvazing« They 
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brought great plenty of fish along with them, the 

greatest part of which were lobsters and crabs^'and 

observed that they had seen a great wmny sealt. 

-The two following days, they repeated their attempt 

-to anchor close by the land ; bat all their eiidt»- 

'vonrs were inefiectnal. The men, however/ stfll 

continued fishing ; in which they had such socoesa, 

that they took almost two tons of fidi with only 

"a few hooks, in the short time in which .some of 

the company weQt to fetch water. At last, ^ding 

the island thus inaccessible, they resohred .to pursue 

their voyage. 

On the 3d of ApriU when they got into W 12', 
the men, from having a good state <^ health, were 
seized with the fluii ; but at the same time they 
saw a little low bland, at three leagues .dtatanee, 
whicJi they got up to at noon, but could find no 
bottom, and therefore sent out the chaloupe. The 
men, who went on shore, fo^nd no other refreshr 
ment but some herbs that tasted like scurvy-grass ; 
they observed a very silent sort of dogs on Hie 
island, that could neither bark, snarl, or make any 
other noise, for which reason they called it Dog 
Island. It lies in Id^ 19% and they judged it to be 
985 leagues dis^mt from the coast of Peru. 

On the 14th, sailing to the westward, they saw 
a large low island, and at sun-set, being within • a 
league of it, an Indian canoe advanced to meet 
them. The men, who Were naked, had long black 
hair, and their bodies were of a reddish colour. 
They made signs to the Dutch to come on shore, 
and called to them in their language ; and though 
the Dutch answered them in their own, the Spa- 
nish, Moluceanand Javan tongues, yet the Indiana 
ItfHild n^t understand them. When they girt iip^to 
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ike lAvoiA, they «till feuad no botton, and no chaiiffe 
«f mrater, thoo^^hthey wtre witbin a mii0((oet Aat 
of the 0liore. HMe the Indien* and they had ano* 
ther iinintellif^ble confereiiee ; but not all the ngng 
made l^ the Duteh could prevail on them to eome 
on board; nor vould the Dutch go on dime to 
ihem, though they etill continued talking and point- 
ings to one another* Therefore leaving these peo* 
ple^ they ateeied to Ac Mnthward, and having made 
ten leagues that night, sailed in the morning close 
«long by the shore, on vrhich many.of these naked 
people were standing, and seemed cdUiing to them 
to land. Soon after, one of the canoes put off to- 
' wards the ship ; but though the * men woold not 
<come near it, they ventured up to the chaloupe, 
when the Dutch gave them beads and knives, and 
several other things, with which they were highly 
pleased; and this at last embridened them to come 
a little nearer the ship, though they would not go 
on board • Indeed they did not seem to have any 
great reason for desiring their company ; for they 
appeared to be entirely void of honesty, and were 
^o fond of fton, that they stole some nails that lay 
m the caUn window. When the Dutch gave them 
wine, they drank the li<|nor and kept the cup; and 
when they threw a rope, to bring them to the ship^ 
they would neither use the rope nor return it ; for 
whatever they laid their hands on they considered 
as their own, nor was there any way of recovering 
i^ without making use of fovee. These pec^le were 
entirely naked, except wearing a small mat round 
the waist; and, what seemed very singular, and 
gave them a veiy odd appearance/ their skins were 
all over painted vnth the representation of snakeSj 
iinfpmB, and the like reptiles* .... 
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Tke Dutoh hting ihpmtd to try if iaj thiifir 
imm to be get on the isknd^ sent the diftlovpe w^ 
ei|^t iaiifliiiieteen» and others of th6 ship's eOnqMqr^ 
<A shore ; bttt they wete no soonelr tanded, thaa 
Aiity 0f the natives nidied ottt of a wood, arawd 
with^reai dubs, hmg staves and sliftgs; and at^ 
teflipted to seise the cfaaloupe, ^ut (he mue^ueleetB 
firing anumg them, tiiey fled« This island they 
called The ialand without grOnmd, from their not 
being Me to anchor near it. It in not broad, b«t 
tomewhat long, and fuU of trees, ^hiek thej anp** 
fmed to be cocoas and palaetins. It Kes about 
MKXleagnes from Dog island. 

Finding that nothing waa to be done htre;, they 
steered to the witestward, asMl on the I6th oamo to 
another island, at fifteen leagues distance. It #aa 
very lowland^ with many trtees growing on ita sides^ 
last hete they SMmd no food, except a few herba 
itke tiibie in I>ag island, with aome wabs, dUd 
otiser shell fish. It however afibfded them ^oad 
firelh water, whish they fb|ind in ar pit near the 
shove ; and ti»e pottage th^y toiade of tibe herba 
gathered there, was tof gredt eefvioe # those who 
vens tranbled with. the. flnxv This .they called 
Water ishmd; ftom ita fnihithiog them with m 
snpply of waterv 

On the 18th they reached another idtnd, sttn^ 
ated to the sonth-west, at ai>ove twenty leagues 
dnlanoe from Water islmd; and the boat being 
aent to aannd^the depth, found a bottom .by a point 
hf land* ndtr which was a gentle sttemn • of ft«db<» 
%Mter« Upon thb the eatpty caike Wore sent in the 
boat, but after the men had taken great pains in 
lanttng, they were fri^tened away at the si|^t of 
pne of the notives; whai getting into tiieir boa^ 
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dbtM a(pf>e8ied:fiv^ orm mtme of -tite'ItMSftnmpiNft 
the flhom ; wko^ fiadttt^ Hie* DMch were gjone afl( 
mon fetumed iato tke woods.. Bnt thpngli they 
escaped from the aatives, of whoM tfae^wereimdn 
pneat appwheii8ioiie» they had other veiy teouUe^ 
mne eaeaiitfl^ that staek Terjr ckfe to them^ of 
which thejr hraiight laany thoaMDda dJong imA 
thrai out ef the woods : these were a sort of bkoM 
fliea, of whieh these wen sodi prodif^^uHis «swann% 
that the aan retnmed coveved witb them firoas 
head to foot. Their hands and fieet were so beset 
with then, that it was impossible to foxm a |ad|^ 
ttent of their complexioii^ and their clothes weiia 
ie entirely hidden by the multitudes of these inaeetsi 
that they compoMd a hind ^ living apparel* Be** 
sides, their very bort and oars were all joverin the 
SMBse dress as themselves; so diat when they cama 
kaek, the plagne of flies began ti> rage in the ahip^ 
and every man was employed in defending his firna 
ted eyes as well as he^ aonld; for. it was difficult 
Car any of them to open tiieir months, either to 
speak or eat^ widiont tahing ina monthAil of them^ 
This drendftei persecution latted about three e« 
Smv Atfa, during which the men were empkyed in 
fcittiag theuL To this place diey gave the name of 
Fly island; and» by the help of a good gala^ l&A 
h as fast, as they oauids 

On t}ie ath of May they weKe in 15^20' south 
tatitade, and guessed theyweee. 1616 leagues from 
iim eeaat«f Sen* whan they paoteived:a bark aailn 
ing towards them, which they, went to meet, and 
gam beta gun or two, ^ make her istrike ; but 
thoBS in. the faatknol nndeviiattding the Jnngnage 
ef the gnus, the Bufarfiaent their chakupe, with 
tan musqMt«i»rs» to4ake her: upon which she en^ 
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deavmnred to make her e808|ie, but the ch$}0&fie 
kitercepting her, some of her men threw themselTee 
and their goods overboard ; but iHien the chalo«i|pe 
boarded her, those who were left made not the 
least resistance, but <|puetly sotiendered to the con^ 
querors, who used them very* kindly > dressed their 
wounds, sa:ired the lives of some who had leaped 
into the sea, and entertained all of them in the 
ship. There were about twenty-three of these 
people, among whom were eight . women and- seve* 
ral chihlren. They were of a reddish. complexion, 
and had no covering except round the waist. The 
men had long curled black hair, while that of the 
women was short ; and they all appeared remark-* 
able for their neatness and cleanliness. Their 
bark was of a pecuUar figure and structure; it eo»* 
sisting only of two canoes fastened together, with 
several planks laid aeross from one canoe to the 
other, hanging over a good way on both sides, and 
being made very fast and close above. At the end 
of one of the canoes was a mast, with a sail mado 
of mats. They had no compass nor charts, nor any 
other furniture for the sea, but a few fishing-hocdisg 
the upper part of which was stone, and fhe othM 
black bone, tiHrtoise-shell, or mother of pearL Thej^ 
had no occasion for a lading of fteph water, for thejr 
quenched their thirst with the liqnor. of a few co« 
eoa*ttuts. Tltt Dutch saitthem'-all back to. their 
vessel, where the . womcii expressed their joy, by 
embracing their husbands, - and then tiiey sailed 
arway to the south-east. 

On the 11th, they came up with a very h^h 
island, mid,* about two leagues farther to the south*! 
ward» fomoid another, which was much lower. Abou% 
this time another of the same-kindiof barks eame 
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«p to thenii whiA had a loeee eiinde on boards 

to put Ofvt upon oecaaien; and this Teasel sailed so 

£nt, that fewDutOh ships e«Ndd ontstrip her, Send^ 

img Amr ehalOnpe to aoond by one of the islands, 

Ihey east anchor at tiie distanee of abont a eannon 

ahot finom the Ahofe, thongh tiie natires^ by their 

fignsi diteeied Hietn to go to the othe^ island, and 

sailed thither before them. 

* The first off thesi islands, which is situated in 

1€F 1(K, is one entire monntaiii; it resembles thtf 

Mcdneess/ and, hcii^ eovered with cocoa- treei^ 

they gave it the nam^ tS Coeoa-islajid, The other 

it nmch lower, but of gieAter lehgth. While they 

were at anchor, tileie came fhree large Tesseb, and 

nine or ten eanoes!^ with thr^e or four men in each, 

feme of them hanging out white flags, m which 

Aey were imitated by the Dtftch, These canoea 

were flat at one end and sharp at the other. They 

were hewn ont of a safid piece off red wood, and 

were remnrkabk for the swiftness with which they 

sailed. Many of tht natiret, on then* approaching 

the Dutch 8hi|>, leaped into the water with their 

haKdn ftitl of eecMs, Und nbea' roott, which they 

bartered for nails and beads, givinjg four or fiyo 

toooae for a nail, or a rawU string, of beadt. But 

tids ftrade indadng so mnny of the natives to come 

on board, 4uil tilt Dnlelr cbold iearlcely stir in the 

4iip, they sent the ehdonpe to the oAiet island, in 

search of a: moro ceAvemeti station. But she waa 

iertrecAy out, when shtf ^^nM sarrovnded by » rast 

ttntfiSxV &t canoes, filkd with people armed withr 

great chibs^, who immediaflely boarded her, ted at- 

tiached the men ; when ftring^mposi these savagi^, 

Itey kiigh)0d, without showing tiie least appTehen- 

lion; bat Oif^ of them beifcig 0liot tlmws^ 1^ breaet 
roL. m. a 
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at the* second discharge, they took care for the fa- 
ture to keep at a ^eater distance. These men 
were lusty and well proportioned. They were ex- 
cellent swimmers^ but extremely addicted to thiev- 
ing : they appeared very fantastical in dressing theii 
hair^ which some wore short, and others long ; some 
had it cnrled, and others plaited and folded up in 
several fashions. 

The next day they came again with their canoes 
laden with cocoas, bananas, ubes roots, hogs, and 
fresh water ; when a great contrition arose arnon^ 
them to try who should get first to the ship, when 
those who were behind being shut out by thMe 
who got before them, jumped into the water, with 
bunches of cocoas in their months, and, diving un- 
der the canoeS) climbed up the sides of die ship in 
such swarms, that they were obliged to keep them 
off with staves; however, the Dutch bartered with 
them that day for twelve hundred cocoas. The na^ 
tives were much surprised at the strength of the 
ship, and, to try it, some of them crept under it, 
and beat upon its bottom with stones. 

Meanwhile the king sent the conmiander a j»re^ 
sent of a black hog, charging the messenger to 
take no reward, and soon after came himself in a 
large vessel, attended with thirty-five canoes ; oii^ 
approaching the Dutch vessel, he b^an to calL 
aloud, and his eirample wvb followed by all wlio 
accompanied him, this being tiheir manner of wel- 
coming strangers. The Dutch received them witk 
trumpets and drums, with which they were botl^ 
pleased and surprised ; when to show their sense of 
the honour done them, they bowed, and clapped 
their hands over their heads. The king then sent 
the Dutch a prese9t, which they return^ by a gifi^ 
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of an old hatdbety iome ratty naih^ glais beadt^ 
and a piece of linen doth^ which his majertj re- 
eei?ad with a low bow, and seemed nmch pleated 
with them. He wat odIj to be dittingoished from 
his subjects, by the reverence paid him, for both he 
luid they being entirely naked, he had no ensign 
of dignity. He, however, would not be persuaded 
to go on board, though his son did, and was weft 
ratertained. 

' On the 13th at noon, the Dutch yettel wat tur* 
rounded with a fleet of 23 ships and 45 canoes, in 
which were no lest than teren or eight hundred 
men. The king himtdf commanded the fleet. But 
tiiongh they at first pretended to come only with a 
view to trade, and attempted by their signs to make 
them sail to the other island, where they would 
fiiid much better accommodations ; yet the Dutch, 
suspecting some mischief, put themselves on their 
guard ; and indeed not without just cause, for the 
Indians, surrounding the ship on all sides, gave a 
gpreat cry, and began the attack. The king's ship 
was the foremost in the action, and rushed with 
SDch force at the Dutch ship, that the heads of two 
canoes, which lay before it, were dashed to pieces 
with the Yiolence of the thock, while the rett came 
on as well at they could, throwing a shower of 
stones ; but the Dutch discharging their musquets, 
and three pieces of cannon, loaded with musquet- 
shot and nails, into the canoes, they immediately 
baakd o£& and sought safety by a hasty retreat. 
From this instance of treachery, committed by the 
inhabitants of the lower island, they gave it the 
name of Traitor's island. ^ 

They set sail the same day, and continuing their 
^orse to the vertward^ came on the Hth to ano^ 
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ttter island, 90 leagMi diatm^e fima the fonaMi 
Tkig they calkd Hope idand, Swm the hepee thef 
entertained ef its IninUuig than vniik aeme re^ 
firediment; Imt finding no groand, . Ihejr 8C»t the 
ehaloupe to aonnd Bikmg the riswe^ whieh fetaoiedl 
mth the newa of there being a ateny betton^ at 49 
fathomf water, about a nraiqaet^hot fiiom the 9k»n^ 
Hither the Ladiana came, in tan or twelve eapee^i 
with a Bmall number ci fiying-fish, for which theji 
noeived heads in exchange; and whatever the ene 
gave, w the ether received, waa conveyed bgraiep^ 
let down by the stem of tiie ahip. Meanwhile tfaa 
ahaloupe being enqdoynd in aawn&ig at aome dian 

tance, a pavty of the natKvea attempted tir boMd hen 
ttod cany her off; but the aaSioni gave them em 
warm a Kceptton^ witk their gtma, pikes and ont^ 
lasses, that, haidng seen two of their companiil 
lulled, they were glad to fanrtoyanHiyaafasfcaa th^ 
eould. This island was fall of Uaok diOs, whon^ 
tops vrere covered with Tegetabfe^ and was- malt 
slocked with oocoa trees. These were seTeaal^ 
houses along the sea side, and a great village elofw 
hythe strand; but iinding no^Mmvenient an^Amrage^. 
M r. Schevten left it, and sailed to tiie aonthrwesiu 



CHAP. m. 

They sail northward for the coast of New Gainea, and arrire at 
Horn Itland. The maanert of the inhabRaats described. A 
descriplioii of Gisea Island, sndflU Jsiai'iitland* Hm^ aiw 
rive at the coaf t.of New Gali^sm apid diacofsr a etat nuaber. 
of islands. Tbej thence proceed to Ternate; then to the port 
of Jacatra, in the island of Jaya, where their ship is seized 
by the Dutch East-Iudla company, and th^r effects confiscated. 

TWO dejs after ihfiir leanriaff Hopeiriaad, M^. 
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•ehovt^n ^bsefted to fhe dOeen, Aat Utey irnM 
now tft least IfiOO kaguei to like wostmird of tho 
eosst of Pera; Mid» thai aa they hail not yet S§^ 
covered any part of Ibe so«th kmd they had etv 
pected, there was no prubabffity of Aelr bo^ dofa^ 
it. That tbey had •MlediiwcbfertiiertO' the west*' 
mnrd than was first inteaded; aad^ that if they 
|ffoceeded in the course ihey had hkhetto ponmed^ 
Aey dioald certainfy fell to the southward of Nibw 
Guinea^ where, if they foimd no passage, they most 
JMYttably be lost; sfaice it woidd be impossible U$ 
sail back to the ea0t4mrd,oRaoeoimt of the easterly 
winds that blew eontinuaUy ; whence he proposed? 
Aat thay should sail northward, so as to reach ther 
oavth of New Guinea. This proposal was inune^ 
diately embmeed, and it was determined to hold m, 
nBrth^woit eonne. 

On the 19th they observed two islands, bH about 
eight, leagnes distanee. On the 91st, being aboat St 
kagne Snm the land, they were visited by two ca« 
noes,, and, though they gave them no- manner of 
paaavication, were rudely insulted by some of the 
peofla, ^!i4iO'began to shottt> and threatened to dart 
their waeden asigayas at Aem; upon which Ae 
Bnteh diseharged two of their guns, and killing^ 
two of the Indians^ the rest fled with the utmost 
haste and confusion. 

On theSSd move of the Indians came to the shlp^ 
but behaved in a very friendly and peaceable man-> 
nee, briqgnig cocoas, ubes roots, and roasted hogB, 
wUchlhey ex<4iBnged Ibr knives, beads amd nails. 
These people were as expert in dtriiig and swim- 
ming as those of Traitor's island, and as well yersed 
in stei^ng, which they always practised, whenever 
thcgT' had an opportunity. Their houses^ whldi 
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itood along the 8traud> vere covered on the top^ 
with leaves, and had a kind of penthouse of the 
tame materials, to carry off the water. These edi- 
fices, which were ten or twelve feet high, and 26 
in compass, were fiirnished with nothing bnt a bed 
of dry herbs, an angling rod or two, and a great 
club; and the house, where the king himself re- 
sided, had no other furniture. 

On the 24th Mr. Schovten sent three of his prin* 
cipal officers to establish a friendly intercourse with 
the Indians, and to stay on shore as hostages in the 
room of six Indians of distinction, who went oit 
board, and were treated with great respect, while 
the Dutch on shore were treated by the kii^; with 
equal kindness. He made them a present of four 
hogs; and if any of his people came near the Dutdt 
boat, to disturb them while they were taking iia 
water, he would drive them away himiself, or older 
some of his men to do it. His subjects stood in rery 
great awe of him, and were afraid of his being ac* 
quainted with any of their crimes ; for one of them 
having stole a cutlass, and complaint being made 
to one of the king's officers, the thief was pursued 
and severely drubbed, besides being forced to make 
restitution. The officer signified that he came off 
very well; for if the king had known it, he would, 
certainly have lost his head. 

These people were extremely frightened at the 
noise of the guns; and, whenever they were dis* 
charged, would fly with the utmost precipitatioB# 
The king, however, h^d a desire to hear one of the 
great guns fired, and for that purpose was seated 
under a canopy, with some of his favourites about 
him in great order; but on the discharge of the guo 
he leaped from his seat, and ran into the woods wkli. 
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lii0 conrtieTS after him^ while the Dutch were un* 
able to stop them by all the friendly signs they 
could make. 

Ou the 25th and 86th they again went on shore 
to barter for hogs» but could obtain none* for the 
Indians had only a few of them left. The king, 
however, continued to treat them with the same 
kindness and respect as before, and both he and hir 
IHincipal attendant pulled off their cap of feathers, 
and placed them on the heads of two of the com- 
pany. These caps were made of white, red and 
green feathers, furnished by their parrots and 
doves, the last of which are white on the breast 
and back, with the rest of the body black. 

On the 28th having got all their water on board, 
Mr. Schovten and some of the officers went on shore 
with the trumpets, the music of which affi)rded the 
king great delight. Though this prince treated 
them with great respect, he seemed afraid of their 
having entertained a design of staying in his country^ 
and let them know, that if they would depart in 
two days time, he would give them ten hogs and a 
considerable number of cocoas ; yet, notwithstand- 
ing his suspicions, he paid them a visit on board/ 
His men behaved with the utmost submission to the 
Dutch, and, with all the tokens (^ awe and fear, 
frequently kissed their feet, and placed them upon 
their necks. 

On the SOth the king had a visit from the sove- 
reign of Uie other idand, who came with a train of 
three hundred naked Indians, who had bunches of 
green herbs stuck round their waists, and brought, 
to insure his welcome, sixteen hogs. When these 
two princes came within sight of each other they 
bow^d, and muttered somethipg to themselves; and. 
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oa their mittkng, both till vttik their foees flat mi 
the gtmmi, and after ntAng sereral strange gestum, 
walked to the seats prepared for them, where agaia 
toratteriog to themselves, they bowed to each ether, 
and then sat down under a canopy. The prince of 
the island, in order to wdcome the stranger, sent a 
Boesaenger to acquaint the Dotch that he wanted 
their mvsic, which they nnderstan^ttg, came oa 
shore with their drams and trmnpets, with which 
the two kings were highly delighted. After this^ 
pnparations were made for a han^et, when SL 
cMspany of men came in with a latge qnantity of 
eana, an herb of which they make their drink, and 
each having taken a mouthfiil, for some time they 
chewed H together, then putting it mto « wooden 
trough, p^mred water on it, and having stirred »nd 
ftvained it, presented this strange kind of liqndr itf 
tops to their two kings ; they very civilly offtved 
iOBss of it to the Dutchi who declined tasting of 
it. The other part of the entertainment combed 
of nbes roots roasted, and bogs Aressed after the 
fbHowing strsnge manner : they had ripped np the 
bellies and taken out tite entrails, suad then potting 
in hot stones, and singing off the ontside hair, they 
were, withont any farther pneparations, fit for the 
king'a table. Two* of tliese hogs were also* pte*^ 
MUed to the Dutc^, with aSli the form and etre^ 
mony which they used to their kings, putting them 
first npon their heads, and then kneeBag with much 
h«imit^, they left them at lAieir feet. They aAso^ 
gave them eleven more, that were alive ; for whiqir 
they received a j^resent of knives; old nafls aiiA 

Deans. 

Thege people were of a dark yellow complexion, 
had strong and well proportioned bodies^ and vrerr 
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40 tall, tbat the largest among the Dotch was equal 
in stature only to the least of them. Some of them 
wore their hair curled, others had it tied up in 
knots, and others again had it standing upright » 
like bristles. That of the king, and some of his 
courtiers, was Tery long> hanging down below their 
hips ; but the women were cropped close, and were 
▼ery disagreeable figures i they were short and ill- 
shaped^ with long hanging breasts, and both sexes 
were naked from the waist upwards. These people 
live upon what the earth spontaneously produces, 
without the labour of agriculture, or the care of 
attending cattle. To this place the Dutch gave the 
name of Horn island, and to the harbour where 
they anchored, they gave that of Unity- bay. 

On the 1st of June they set sail, but made no 
land until the 21st, when they came up to a very 
low island, in 4^ 47' south latitude, near which 
were several sand-banks, and three or four small 
islands, yery full of trees^ Here they were visited 
by a canoe, the people in which were blacker than 
those they had seen before, and armed with bows 
and arrows, which were the first they had observed 
among the Indians of the South Seas. These people 
told them by signs, that there was more land, and 
good conveniences for shipping, to the westward, 
where their king dwelt ; upon which they again 
held a westerly course, and the next day saw twelve 
or thirteen islands close to each other. On the 24th 
they saw three low islands, l3^ng to the south- 
west, one of which was very amall, and the others 
only two miles long. These they called the Green 
isUmds. They were surrounded with cltfTs, and had 
no convenience for anchorage. 
The next day they observed another island, on 

VOL. III. M 
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Which 'were seven or eiglit htito, and that beibg St. 
John Bapitiflt's day, they called it St. John's island. 
At this time they ebserred a very high land to the 
south-west, which, they imagined, wAs the point of 
New Guinea ; this they reached by noon, and find- 
ing no anchorage, sent the chaloupe to sound, bat 
no bottom could be discovered. Here two ot tfare^ 
canoes, filled with a barbarous sort of people, as- 
saulted the chaloupe with slings ; but the Dutck 
firing upon them, they appeared greatly terrified, 
and soon dispersed. They were of a very dark 
complexion, entirely naked, and apoke a language 
quite different from the other. They kept fires on 
the coast all that night, and some of them in their 
canoes came lurking about the ship, which the 
Dutch no sooner discovered, I3ian they strove to 
oblige them ; yet they would understand none oC 
the signs, by which they endelivoured to let them 
know that they were in watit of proyisiouB, but ail 
the answer they made, oonMsted in horrible nofiteB 
and outcries. 

The Unity came to an anchor that night, in a 
bay which had forty-five fathoms water, where the 
country was high and green, and afibrded a plea- 
sant prospect. This bay they supposed to be 1840 
leagues distant from Peru. 

On the %th, in the morning, three canoes came 
np to the ship, filled with these savages, who were 
armed with clubs, wooden swords and slings ; but 
though the Dutch still treated them kindly, and 
gave them several toys to procure their favour, or 
at least peace, and freedom from any disturbance, 
they soon foilnd, that they Were not to be conquered 
by kindness, nor taught good manners by any 
thing but the great guns ; for they assaulted the 
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ship with all their foree, aad continued the attack 
until ten or twelve of them were killed by the can* 
Hon shot, when they leaped into the water, and 
began to ftwim for their lives ; but the Dutch pur- 
aning* them in the ehaloupe, knocked some on the 
head, took three prisoners, and four canoes, which 
they broke in p^ces, and used in the ship for fire- 
wood. The severity of this treatment made the 
liatives of the island more attentive to the signs 
made by the Dutch, and therefore brought hogs 
and bananas to ransom the prisoners, giving teQ 
hogs for one .person. In this island they found 
birds that were entirely red. 

On the 28th, in the evening, they again set sail, 
and the next day saw three high islands to the north 
0f the former. On the 30th, in the morning, seve- 
lal eanoes of very swarthy Indians, came up to the 
ship, and being allowed to go on board, broke 
staves over the heads of the Dutch« as a sign of 
peace. Their canoes were neater than the others, 
and the people appeared more civil and modest, 
wearing a covering about the waist, which the 
others did not. They also nibbed their black hair 
with chalk, which made it appear as if powdered. 
They pretended to be so poor, that instead of 
bringing any thing to the ship, they came to beg ; 
and yet the three islands from whence they came 
aflbrded great plenty Gi cocoas^ 

On the 1st of July, in the morning, the Unity 
cast anchor between an island two miles long, and 
the main land of New Guinea, and was soon sur» 
rounded with twenty-five armed canoes, supposed 
to be filled with people of the same islands as those 
who, the day before, had^ in token of peace, broken 
their staves over their heads. Two of these, fixing 
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themselves upon two anchors, fastened their girdled 
to tliem, and began to tug the ship, thinking to 
draw her on shore, while the rest attacked her 
sides, with their slings and other weapons ; but the 
Dutch firing upon them with their great gaoa, 
forced them to retire with the loss of twelve or 
thirteen killed, and a much greater number of 
them wounded. 

After this engagement, the Dutch again set sail, 
and on the 4th passed by twenty- three other islands, 
I50me of them a league, and others not more than a 
cannot shot distant from each other. On the 6th 
they observed a very high mountain to the south- 
west, which they supposed to be Greemenassi, in 
Banda; but on a nearer approach, discovered three 
more lying to the north, at about six or seven 
leagues distance. The next day they found one of 
these mountains to be volcanoes, for which reason 
they named the island, Vulcan's-isle. It was well 
inhabited, and full of cocoas, but had no conve- 
niency for anchorage. The people were naked, and 
extremely fearful of the Dutch, and their language 
80 very different from that of the neighbouring 
islands, that none of the Indians the Dutch had 
taken on board could understand them. Soon after 
there appeared more islands to the north and north- 
west, but they steered to a very low one to the 
westward, which they reached that evening. They 
here observed the water to be of several colours, 
as green, white and yellow, which was probably 
occasioned by the mixture of some rivers, for it 
was much sweeter than the sea-water, and full of 
leaves and boughs of trees, some of which had 
birds and crabs upon them. 

On the 8th of July they cast anchor before ai) 



ROUND THE WORLD. B3 

island, in 3« 40^ soath latitude, which seemed to 
be an unhealthy place, and yielded nothing of any 
value, except a little ginger. It was inhabited by 
Papoos, a people, whose ridiculous dre^s added to 
their natural deformity, made them appear little 
short of monsters in human nature. There were 
scarcely any of them that had not something odd 
or strange, either in the formation or position of 
their limbs, which, added to strings of hog's teeth 
bung about their necks, and rings fastened in their 
noses, with their short frizzled hair, and very bad 
faces, rendered them perfectly disagreeable. Their 
houses were entirely void of ornament, and fixed 
upon stakes, eight or nine feet from the ground. 
The next day they anchored in a more convenient 
bay, near two villages belonging to these Indians, 
when some of their canoes brought hogs and co* 
coas, but held up both at so dear a rate, that there 
was no bartering with them. 

Though the Dutch had sailed so long by an ex- 
tensive tract of land, they were unable to determine 
whether it was New Guinea, or not ; their charts 
neither agreeing one with another, nor with the 
land they had in view. On the 13th and 14th they 
continued sailing by the coast, and on the 15th, 
pursuing the same course, reached two low islands^ 
about half a league from the main land, and in 
about 2"* 64' south latitude; when seeing the coun- 
try well stored with cocoas, they dispatched the 
boat and chaloupe, which were well provided for 
an attack, with orders to land and get some ; but 
the Indians having observed them, prepared to re- 
ceive them at their landing, and gave them the 
i^armest reception with their bows and slings they 
)iad ever met with, wounding at least sixteen qf 
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them, and forcing them to retire, notwithstanding* 
thdr being armed with nmskets. The next morn- 
ing, however, they sailed between the two islands^ 
and havin|^ cast anchor, landed upon the lesser 
bland, burned iome of the Indian houses, and 
brott^t off as many cocoas as amounted to three 
to erery man's share ; when the natives, finding 
how little able they were to defend themselves 
against these strangers, came to make their peace, 
by bringing cocoas, bananas and ginger; and going 
on board the ship, the quarrel was perfectly made 
up, and the hearts of the Indians won, by a present 
of a few beads and nails. The next day they con- 
tinned bartering for cocoas, bananas, cassavi and 
papade, and obtained such a number of the former 
as amounted to fifty nuts and two bunches of 
bananas a man. 

This island, which is the most easterly, the n^lives 
called M osa, the opposite one Jusan, and another, 
i^hicb was a very high one, and about five or six 
leagues from New Guinea, they called Arimea. 
These people had, probably, been visited by some 
Europeans before, for they had Spanish jars and 
pots among them; they were not surprised, like 
others, at the firing of the great guns, nor so curious 
in examining the ship, as those who had never seen 
one might be supposed to be. 

On the 81st they sailed to the north-west along 
the main-land, and anchored among a cluster of 
islands, which they left on die morning of the 23d; 
soon after they were overtaken by six great canoes, 
bringing dried fish, cocoas, bananas, a small fruit 
like prunes, and tobacco. ¥rom another idand some 
Indians brought them provisions and China porce- 
lain: these people, like most of the others, were 
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extremely fond of i>ead8 and iTon-work, mod were 
remarkaMy distinguislied irom tiioee in tke laA 
islaRd, by tke largeness of tiieir size^ and their hav^ 
ing more of an oran^e^colonred complexion. Tbey 
were armed with bows and arrows, aad their pnn- 
cipal ornaments were glass ear-rings of several 
(Colours, by which it appeared that these Diitchneoa 
were not the first Europeans they had seeu* 

On the 34th they steered along by a very pleamntt 
island, to which they gave the name of Schovten, 
though it is distinguished in the maps by the name 
*of Hom4sland. On the 26th tiiey perceived three 
islands more, and on the 29th, at night, £e]it so 
Tiolent a shock of an earthquake, that the men ran 
(frightened out of their cabins, imagining that the 
ahip had run aground, or bilged against a rock ; bu!t 
4m trial they found that the depth of water was^m- 
-fathomable, and plainly saw that they were fVee 
from all danger of rocks :and shoals. On the SOth 
they entered a great bay, but finding no opening, 
they returned to a northern coune iq^n. Here 
they encountered a violent storm, accompanied by 
thunder, li^tning and heavy rain. 

On tile evening of the 31 st they^iassed the equattor 
ta second time, and, in the three following days caone 
in m^ttt of several islands.; they now supposed theft 
4bey reached the end of the contin^it of "NewGuinpea, 
having sailed two hnndfed and eighty leagues 
along the coast* 

On tlie Gth of August, in the morning, several 
canoes came up to the ship, inringing Indian beam, 
•riee, tobacco, and two birds of paradise, when ^tiie 
Dutch purchased one of those fine birds, whidh was 
white and yeUow. These Indians vpoke the Ter- 
nate^ and aome of them the Malayan and (Spanish 
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languages. They were all finely clothed, some witk 
loose silks, and Others with breeches; some of them 
were Mahometans, and had silk turbans on their 
heads; in general they had coal-black hair, and 
many gold and silver rings on their fingers. But 
though they bartered with the Dutch for beads and 
other toys, they set a much greater value on linen 
cloth. These people were so fearfnl and suspiciout, 
that they would not tell the Dutch the name of 
their country, though they imagined they were at 
one of the three easterly points of Gilolo, and that 
these were natives of Tydore, which they afterwards 
•found to be true. 

On the 6th, in the morning, they weighed and 
stood to the northward, and, on the 18th were saluted 
by two canoes of Ternateens, who showed their 
peaceable disposition, by hanging out a white flag^ 
and informing them that they came from the vil- 
lage of Soppy, where they had lately seen an 
English ship, and a pinnace from Amsterdam, which 
had remained there three months for a cargo of 
rice. Some of them o0ered to conduct them the 
next day into the road of Soppy, which, accord- 
ingly, they entered on the 19th, and bartered there 
for poultiy, sago, rice and turtle, when several of 
the natives coming on board, told them that an 
English and Dutch ship had been lately in those 
parts, and had procured a sufiScient supply of pro- 
visions for their voyage home. This news was 
extremely agreeable to these people, who had speiit 
almost their whole store; there was a kind of public 
rejoicing among the crew, which now consisted of 
eighty-five men, all healthy and vigorous, who had 
no other apprehensions thajd what arose from their 
scantiness of provisions, and the next day they had 
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m aceoimt that there were not less than twenty 
English and Datch ships at Temafe. 

On the 2&th they again set sail, and, on the 1st 
of September, the wind being ccmtrarj, entered into 
the bay of what appeared a desart island, when 
some of the officers going on shore, in order to 
▼lew the country, endeavoured to ascend a very 
high mountain, but found it so steep and rugged, 
that they soon abandoned this attempt. The name 
of this island is Moro. 

On the 5th they anchored off the coast of Gilolo, 
where some of the seamen going on shore unarmed, 
to catch fish, four soldiers of Temate suddenly 
rushed ont of the woods, armed with swords, in- 
tending to have killed them while they were draw- 
ing their nets ; but the surgeon calling out, Oran 
Hollanda, the Indian soldiers stopped, and throw- 
ing water on their heads, which, in those countries 
is a sign of peace, approached in a friendly manner, 
assuring them, that the reason of their attempt was 
their taking them for Spaniards. At the request of 
the seamen they were persuaded to go on board, 
where, having beads and other trifles given them, 
they promised to bring provisions and refreshments, 
which they accordingly did. 

On the 14th they set sail; but the wind being 
slack for two or three days, they made no progress 
in their voyage. However, on the 1 7th they came 
to an anchor before Malaya in Temate, and captain 
Schovten and James Le Maire going on shore, 
were entertained by the general, the governor of 
Amboyna, admiral Verbaghen, and the whole coun- 
cil of India ; and the neart day sold two of their 
chaloupes; with part of what they had saved out of 
the Horn, for which they received 1350 rials in 
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money, and then purchased two lasts of rice, a ton 
of vinegar, the like quantity of Spaaish wine, and 
about three tons of biscuit. 

On the 27th they sailed for Bantam, 2^d, on the 
28th of October, anchcMred at Jacatra ; but on the 
last day of October, John Peterson Koen, the pre- 
sident of the East- India company at Bantam, sum- 
moned the captain and supercargoes before the 
council of the Indies, where he demanded of them 
to deliver up the ship and cargo immediately. The 
captain and supercargoes insisted, that this seizure 
was unlawful; since they entered the Indies by 
neither of the forbidden passages, the Cape of Good 
Hope^ or the Straits of Magellan, but by a passage 
they themselves had discovered, which would be of 
great advantage to the commerce of their country- 
men, and to the whole trading world. But all their 
arguments were to no purpose ; the president tell- 
ing them, that they might seek redress in Holland. 

Their ship being thus seized, some of the men 
entered into the East-India company's service, and 
the rest embarked in two vessels, that were return- 
ing to Holland ; but Mr. James Le Maire was so 
shocked at this disastrous end of a voyage, which, 
had been so prosperous, that he shortly after died 
of grief and vexation. The rest of the company 
arrived at Amsterdam on the 1st of July. This 
voyage round the world was performed in two years 
and eighteen days ; which, considering the difficul- 
ties they met with, and the nature of their course, 
must appear extremely wonderful. But what ren- 
ders it still more surprising is, that they lost only 
four men by sickness, in encompassing the whole 
earth, and that one of these died of grief. 
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or 



CAPTAIN WOODES ROGERS ROUND THE WORLD, 



CHAP. I. 

Tke Dake and Dachess privateers sail from King^s^road, and 
arrire at Cork. Prosecute tbeir Toyage to the Canaries, and 
suppress several mutinies^ A description of the island Grande^ 
on the coast of Brasii. The shark and pilot-fish described. 

AMONG the many expeditiona concerted by 
the merchants of Bristol, none appears more re- 
markable than that of the Duke and Dachess^ sent 
in concert to cruise in the South Seas ; a voyage 
attended with many singular circumstances; and a 
great number of events, that are at the same time 
curious and entertaining. Of this voyage two ac- 
counts have been published, in the form of a jour* 
nal, one by captain Rogers, and the other by cap* 
tain Cooke : the former of which we shall chiefly 
follow, but where any explanatory circumstance 
and description, which he has omitted, are neces- 
sary, we shall take them from the latter. 

On the 1st of August, 1708, the Duke, a ship of 
300 tons, 90 guns, and 170 men, commanded by 
captain Woodes Rogers, and the Duchess, of 870 
tons, ^ guns, and 151 men, commanded by captain 
Stephen Courtney, weighed from Ring's-road; on 
the 5th they had sight of the Irish shore, and th^ 
next day entered the Cove of Cork, 
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While they continued here, their crews were 
constantly marrying^ though they expected to sail 
immediately ; and among others, there was a Dane 
joined to an Irishwoman, without their understand- 
ing a word of each other's language, so that they 
were forced to use an interpreter; yet this pair 
seemed more afflicted at their separation than any 
of the rest, and the £bUow continued melancholy 
for several days after they were at sea. However, 
the others drank with their new wives to the last 
minute, concluding with wishing success to the 
Toyage, and happy meeting, and then parted un- 
concerned. They here took in a fresh supply of 
men, and had double the number of officers usual 
in privateers, to prevent mutinies, and that they 
might be provided for a succession of officers in 
each ship, in case of mortality. The complement 
of sailors in both ships was three hundred and 
thirty-three, of which above one-third were fo- 
feigners, and the English consisted of tinkers, tay- 
lors, haymakers, pedlars, fidlers, one Negroe, and 
about ten boys. 

On the 1st of SepteBober^ having agreed upon 
iignals, they set sail in company with tbe Hastings 
soKi of war, with whom they continued until the 
6th, when captain Paul, her comBMuder , suppUed 
them with several necessaries, the want of which 
had been overlooked, aa acrabbers, iron scrapers for 
the ships bottoms, a speaking trumpet, and other 
things, without accepting of any thini; for them, 
The ships crews were then called upon deekt and 
the captains informed them whither they wera 
bound, in order that they might exchange with 
captain Paul any hands that were averse to w long 
and dangerous » voyage; when only one wan a]w 
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pMred diicooteiited ; and lie fleeing all the othen. 
gatisfied, leadily agreed to Icdlow the fortime of 
the rest. 

On the 10th, about ux in the mommg, they saw 
a sail, to which they immediately gi^e chace^ and 
about three in the aftemooa made her bring to, 
after having fired at her twice. From some worda^ 
dropped by eome of her men, who were intoxi^ 
eated, she was suspected to have contraband goods 
on board; but having examined the men, and 
searched the ship, they found it would be very 
difficult to prove her a ^ze; and being unwilling 
to lose time, by carrying her into port, they let her 
go without the least embezzlement : upon this, the 
master made captain Rogers a present of two hams 
and some dried beef, in return for which he re*? 
ceived a dozen bottles of rednitreak cyder. She 
was a ship belongi4g to Stadt, of twenty-two guns 
and two hundred and seventy tons, and ob her 
departure, saluted th^n uith four guns. 

While Captain Rogers was on board this ship^ 
a design had been privately formed by the boat- 
swain, and three other inferior ofiieers, with seve* 
ral of the men, in order to make prize of her, and 
on her being given up they began to murmurs 
but their proceedings were soon stopped, by pa^ 
ting ton of them in iroos^ displaeing the lHiatswain« 
aod givii]^ a severe whipping to one of the princi*- 
pal fotneaters of the disturbance. Some indinatioM 
of the same kind ako appeared among the people 
on board the Duchess ; but it gubsided when those 
of th# Duke were qaelled. They had, however, a 
gre^ deal of trouble afterwards with diese Miti- 
i^eers^ who did more misoMef when in irons thnfi 
]M«i^# fwatandi^ tJi»t t^y sufiarod in the eau» 
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df the crew, who ought therefore to rise and rescue 
them; and on the 14th a storm arising, a sailor 
came up to captain Rogers, at the steerage door, 
and, with the best part of the ship's company at 
his heels, demanded the liberation of the boatswain. 
The captain gave him fair words, and having de- 
coyed him to a private conference on the quarter- 
deck, seized him, by the assistance of the other 
officers, and had him lashed by one of his princi- 
pal comrades. The next day he sent the mutinous 
boatswain in irons on board the Crown galley, of 
Biddeford, which had kept them company ever 
since the 6th instant ; and on the 16th discharged 
the prisoners out of irons, on their humble submis- 
sion, and solemn promises of behaving well for the 
future. 

On the 18th, at five in the morning, they saw a 
sail right ahead, and at ten came up with and 
took her. She was a small Spanish ship, bound 
from Teneri£fe to Fuerteventura, with several men 
and women passengers on board. The next day 
they bore away for Oratavia-road, and sent the 
prize's boat, with one of the owner's agents, a 
priest, and the master of the prize, to treat about 
ransoming the vessel, and to get wine, provisions, 
and other necessaries, for both ships. These pri- 
soners were accompanied by Mr. Carleton Van- 
burgh, agent for the owners on board the ^Duke, 
who went contrary to the inclination of Captain 
Rog^s. In the morning of the 20th a boat came 
from the town, with a letter from the English mer- 
chants residing there, in which they expostulated 
with the two captains for making a prize of the 
bark ; alleging that there was a free trade agreed 
to in those islands, between her majesty queem 
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Anne and the kings of France and l^pain, iirhieh 
had been so religiously observed bjr the latter, that 
they had caused an English ship, taken there by a 
French privateer, to be restored. This letter was 
signed by John Poulden, consul, and three mer- 
chants. 

To this epistle the captains immediately retnmed 
an answer, that having no instructions relating to 
the Spanish vessels trading among those islands, 
they could not justify parting with the bark, with- 
out some order or proclamation of her majesty. 
That in case Mr. Yanburgh was not restored, they 
would carry away all the prisoners ; and, if they 
apprehended any detriment to the English factory, 
they might ransom the bark, and seek for redress 
in England. After other letters had passed between 
them, Mr. Crosse, one of the English merchants, 
came o£P in a boat on the 32d, bringing with him 
Mr. Yanburgh, together with five butts of wine, 
hogs, grapes, and other refreshments. Captains 
Rogers and Courtney caused the goods to be taken 
out of the prize, sold the prize to Mr. Crosse for 
four hundred and fifty dollars, and put the prisoners 
on board her ; after which a committee was held, 
by whom the whole of this transaction was exa- 
mined, and unanimously approved of. 

On the 30th of September they ran by St. Lucia, 
one of the Cape de Yerde islands, and came to an 
imchor in the harbour of St. Yincent, when seeing- 
several men on shore, and knowing the island to be 
nninhabited, captain Cook went in the pinnace to 
learn who they were, and found them to be Portu* 
guese, who came from the island of St. Anthony to 
catch turtle. This island lies !&" 55' north lati- 
tude, andS5^ 36^ west longitude from London. They 
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fimnd that it contained heg0, gosts, and great iram- 
bers of Guinea- hens, and in the road they eai]^ht 
plenty offish. In the woods they, found abundance 
of large spiders, the bodies of which were as big aa 
small walnuts ; and their webs being as strong as 
ordinary threads, and very numerous, were tremble- 
some to pass through. During the time they re- 
mained there, fresh disputes arose among the men 
regarding plunder, on wych such articles were 
framed, as were unanimously agreed to by the 
erews of both ships. 

While they staid here to clean their ships, and 
take in wood and water, they sent their linguist 
with a very respectful letter to the govern ch* of 
these islands, desiring leave to traffic for refresh^ 
ments, as being the subjects of Great Britain, and 
allies of the crown of Portugal. Some time after, 
the deputy-governor, who was a Negroe, came oh 
board the Duke, bringing with him hogs, fowls, 
oranges, limes, water and musk-melons, tobacco 
and brandy, for which he was paid in prize goods 
of little value ; and having afterwards staid some 
days for the linguist, it was resolved to sail with- 
out him. 

Of these islands, winch are ten in number, there 
are only seven inhabited, which are, St. Jago, St. 
Nicholas, Bonavista, St. Antonio, Brava, Mapo and 
Tuego, so called from its volcano. St. Jago and 
St. Nicholas are the most populous ; the former is 
the seat of the governor and a bishop's see. The 
island of St. Vincent, however, has a better road 
for shipping than St. Jago. Here some of the 
Duke's people went on shore in search of game, but 
could start none except a wild ass, whieh, notwith- 
standing its being wounded, escaped, after having 
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led them a long cliMe. This island is mountainoos 
and barren, and its air not Tery healthy, great 
part of it being OTer-ran with wood; bnt though 
many of the people grew sick here, they were re-* 
lieyed by bleeding. 

On the eyening of the 8th of October the deputy* 
governor was set on shore, at a part of the island 
aninhabited, and, therefore, was obliged to spend 
that night in a cavern. They then sailed for the 
coast of Brasil. On the 2Sd, Mr. Page, second 
mate of the Duchess, being ordered to serve on 
board the Duke, he refused to chaise his ship, and 
straok captain Ck>oke. However, being brought on 
board the Dake, charged widi mutiny, he jumped 
overboard, but was taken up, punbhed, and placed 
in irons. 

On the 18th of Novonber they anchored before 
the island of Grande,^ on the coast of Brasil, in 
eleven finthoms water. While they lay there, new 
quarrels arose on board the Duchess, on which cap-* 
tain Courtney immediately put eight of the ring- 
leaders in irons, which frightened the rest, and pro- 
bably prevented their attempting to run away with 
the ship. On the evening of the 20th, captain Cooke 
and lieutenant Pope were dispatched to Angre de 
Keys, by the Portuguese called Nostra Seniora de 
la Conceptione, a village at about the distance of 
three leagues, with a present to the governor of 
butter and cheese; but, as they approached the 
shore, the inhabitants believing them to be French, 
fired at them several times, though without doing 
them any damage, however, discovering their mis- 
take, they invited them on shore. The governor 
having gone to Rio Janeiro, a city twelve leagues 
distant, they were entertained with great civility 
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by a friar, who infoiined them that they had b^eu 
lately plundered by the French^ 

On the 23d several of the inhabitairts came ia 
canoes from the town, with fowl, corn, limes, &c« 
which they exchanged for trifling necessaries^ Cap- 
tain Rogers and citptain Courtney behaved to them 
with great politeness, and promised a handsome 
present to such of them as should securel any of tha 
men who might happen to desert. 

On the S3d a Portuguese vessel, laden with Ne- 
groes, for the service of the gold mines up the 
country, came to an anchor near the ships, when 
captain Rogers i^ent the pinnace well manned and 
armed, to inquire whence she came ; to which her 
captain returned a very satisfactory answer, and 
sent a pot of sweetmeats and some very fine sugar, 
as a present to the English commanders. A short 
time before some French budcaneers put in here to 
water, and seized about 1300 pounds weight of gold 
in boats, which was carried by water, because the 
road by land from the mines to Rio Janeiro watii 
almost impassible. 

About this time two persons on board the Duehesa 
attempted to make their escape into the woods, but 
in the night were so frightened by the noise made 
by the monkeys and baboons, which they mistook 
for tigers, that they ran back, pllunged into the 
water, and called out to the ship, in order to be 
taken on board. This, however, did not prevent 
two Irish landsmen from escaping into the woods 
soon after* 

On the 24th Mr. Dover and Mr. Vaidmrgh went 
to divert themselves in the pinnace, and at their re- 
turn brought a creature that stunk intolerably. Its 
skin was covered with fur, stuck fiiU of sharp 
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yniekles like those of a hedges-hog, and its head^ 
resembled a monkey's. The Portuguese, amonfp 
whom were several Franciscan friars, coming to the 
aide of the ships, affirmed that it was delicious food» 
and that its ofibnsive smell arose only from the 
skin. However, none of the sailors had any incli'r 
nation to taste it. 

On the 27th of October captdn Rogers, captain 
Courtney, and some of the other officers, went in a 
boat to Angre de Reys, to see a procession in honour 
of the Conception of the Virgin Mary. They were 
treated with great politeness by the Portuguese 
governor, who requested that their music, which 
consisted of two trumpets and a hautboy, might 
assist at divine service, which was readily granted* 
When the service at church was over, the musir 
cians marched at the head of the procession, in 
wliich was carried incense, the host, and an image 
of the Virgin, adorned with flowers, encompassed 
with lighted wax candles, and carried on a bier by 
four men, followed by the guardian of the convent, 
about forty priests and friars, the governor of the 
town, with captain Rogers, captain Courtney, and 
the other officers of the ships, each carrying a wax 
taper. The rear was closed by some junior priests, 
and the principal inhabitants, carrying consecrated 
candles. After the ceremony, a handsome entertain-: 
ment was provided at the convent for the English 
gentlemen, and another at the guard-house by the 
governor, whose residence was distant about three 
miles. Angre de Reys is but poorly built, containr 
ing about sixty low houses covered with palmetto^ 
leaves; it has two churches, and a monastery of 
Franciscans, which is very neat and plainly fur? 
nished. But though these friers had some bUpk 
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eattle, ihej did net ckoote to dispose of any of 
tnem. 

The officers having returned on board, the boat 
was sent back to the town for liqoor, with an inn- 
tation to the principal gentlemen to return the tisit 
on board, to which they agreed, and spmt the tsme 
with great mirth. In their cups they toasted the 
pope's health, while captain Rogers, in return, 
toasted the archbishop of Canterbury, and WilUam 
Penn, the celebrated quaker, which they pledged 
with much good humour. As the weather was 
hazy, the company lay on board all night, and in 
the morning were set on shore in the boat ; captain 
Rogers sending the fathers of the convent a present 
of some butter and cheese. They seemed highly 
delighted with their entertainment, and promised 
to take the greatest care of some letters, that were 
given them, to be transmitted by their means to 
England. 

The island of Grande is about nine leagues long, 
and both that and the main-land is very high. It 
is covered with wood, and affi>rds plenty of good 
timber, and excellent water; it abounds with mon- 
keys and other wild beasts; oranges, lemons and 
guavas grow wild in the woods. The necessaries 
they got from the town of Angre de Reys, which 
is situated on the continent of Brasil, on the odier 
nde of the harbour formed by this island, were rum^ 
sugar, tobacco, beef, mutton, hogs, fowls, Indian 
com, bananas, pine*apples, plantains, guavas, le- 
mons and oranges ; but they have no bread there 
except cassado, which they call faranada pan, or 
bread of wood, and they have no kind of sallading. 
While the ships staid here, the winds were pretty 
steady, commonly blowing between the north and 
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esit, soi ihft n^tttkor entaremety wAiin. The riren 
aa^ 1x^8 abosnd with fish, the most remarkable of 
wfatek is the sharh ; it has three rows of teeth, a 
Very tough skia, and, when dr«Bed, tastes very 
atroog, espeei^y the old ones ; they are fre<|nently 
ten feet long, and though commoidy attended by 
eae or tiiro small fishes, called pilot-fifdies, are said 
nef er to det onr them, beeaase they find oat diehr 
prey. The shark is yery heavy, and his mouth be- 
ing below his head, he is obliged to tnm on his 
back, in order to seize his prey ; in this manner he 
citen seizes men who are swimming, taking o£P a 
limb at a bite. Dut though he is extraordinary 
strong in the water, he is soon drowned by ^piay'mg 
with a line. 

The ]»lot*fish, when swimming in the water, 
greatly resembles a mackarel, and appears to be 
painted bine and white, in a circular manner, re^ 
sembling a barber's pole. There is another sort of 
a pilot-fish, which, when put of the water, is of a 
deep blue, only his belly is of a higher colour than 
his back and sides; his scales are smooth, like those 
of a tench, and its back speckled like a seal's skin^ 
Captain Cooke struck one of these with a harping^ 
iion, and found ft eight inches long, and three 
inehes broad* 

CHAP. II. 

The Duke and Dochets sail from the bay of Grande, meet n^ith 
a driMMifti] storm, aad arrive at the iiiand of Jaas Femaodes, 
where they find Atexander Selkirk. The manner in which he 
lived i^oue in the island* Their proceedings on this island^ 
and departure. 

ON the first of December the Duke and Duchess 
sailedout of thebey ofQrande, and on the 83d 
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made land, vrhich was supposed to be Falkland's 
island ; and, as they ran along the shore, it seemed 
to resemble some part of England, having seyeral 
good bays and valleys. It made a very agreeable 
appearance ; and they observed abundance of ducks 
and small fowls, besides shoals of fish, but could 
perceive no inhabitants. They guessed it to be 
about 90 miles long, and 70 in breadth. The body 
of thfe island lies in 5i» 20' south latitude, and 64 
degrees west longitude. 

On the 5th of January they had a violent storm, 

which soon filled the waste of the Duchess with 

water, to such a degree, that she was expected to 

sink every moment ; and at nine at night, as the 

men were going to supper, she shipped a sea at the 

poop, which beat in all the cabin-windows and 

bulk -head, and hove the first lieutenant half way 

between the decks. The yawl was staved on the 

deck, and it is surprising that many were not killed 

•with the bulk-head, the shutters and the arms, that 

were driven with prodigious violence. However, 

one or two of the men were hurt, and not a rag o( 

dry clothes left in the ship ; their chests, hammocks 

-and bedding, being all soaked in water. 

The storm having abated, on the 15th tb^ stood 
to the northward, and saw several albatrosses, pin- 
tadas, and other sea-fowl ; and on the 17th found, 
by a good observation, that they had got round 
cape Horn, Terra del Fuego, and the Straits pf 
Magellan, and were to the northward of cape Vic- 
toria. The men began now to be grievously af- 
ilicted with the scurvy; when on the 26th they 
made land, which they took to be St. Mary's island, 
on the coast of Chili ; and continuing to steer to 
the* north, they on the 31st s^w the island of Juan 
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Fernandez, when Mr. Dover, second captain of the 
Duke, went off in the afternoon, in the pinnace, 
in search of provisions, and to find the best place to 
anchor in ; but, as soon as it grew dark, a fire waa 
observed on shore, on which it was concluded that 
there were ships in the road; and as it was be- 
lieved that the light proceeded from French vessels 
at anchor, and that they should be obliged either 
to fight them or to continue in want of water, the 
ships were ordered to get ready to engage. 

Whilst they were under these apprehensions, 
they stood to the westward, in order to fall in with 
the southerly wind, till having passed the island, 
they returned back to it again, and running close 
up to the north-east side, the squalls of wind which 
blew from the shore forced them to reef their top- 
sails, when they opened into the middle bay, where 
they expected to have found the enemy ; but saw 
all 'clear, and no ships either in that bay or in the 
other to the north-east. About noon the yawl waa 
sent ashore with Capt. Dover, Mr. Fry, and six 
men well armed. Mean while the Duke and 
Dutchess kept turning to get in ; but such heavy 
squalls blew from the land, as forced them to let 
go their top-sail sheet, and to keep all hands to 
stand by the sails, for fear of their being carried 
away by these winds. These squalls proceeded from 
the land, which is very high in the middle of the 
island. 

The yawl not returning, captain Rogers sent his 
pinnace, with the men armed, to see what was the 
occasion of her stay ; for he began to be afraid that 
the Spaniards had a garrison there, and might have 
seized them. He therefore put out a signal for the 
yawl, and the Duchess showed a French ensign : 



72 CAPTAIN W. ROGERS'S VOYAGE 

however, the pimiMe soon returned ftmi the Awe, 
bringing not only a great quantity of crayfish, bat 
a man clothed in goats' skins, who made a yery 
vild and uncouth appearance. 

This person had been four years and fmr months 
on the island, being left there by ca|MUtin Stradling, 
who commanded a ship called the Cinque-ports, of 
whidi tins man, whose name was Alexander Selkirk, 
had been master ; and captain Dampier, being at 
that time in the same ship, now tellii^Mr. Rogers, 
that Selkirk had been the best man on board her, 
he immediately made him mate of his own ship. It 
yras he who made the fire the night before, on see- 
ing the ships, which he judged to be English. 
Ihiring his stay here, he saw several ships pass by^ 
but only two came to an anchor, belonging to the 
Spaniards, from whom he with dilfficulty escaped* 
H^d they been French, he would have submitted ; 
but he chose to run the hazard of dying alone in 
tills island, rather than to fall into the hands of the 
Spaniards in those parts; because he apprehended 
they would murder him, or make him a slave. The 
Spaniards had landed before he knew what they 
were, and came so near, that he had much ado to 
escape ; for they not only fired at him, but pursued 
him to the woods, where he climbed to the top of 
a tree, almost at the foot of which they killed seve^ 
ral goats, yet went off again without discovering 
him. 

He said that he was bom at Largo, in the county 
of Fife, in Scotland, and was bred a sailor from his 
youth. The reason of his being left there wasi a 
difference between him and his captain, which, to- 
gether with the ship being leaky, made hind at first 
willing rather to stay here, thaa to go along with 
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liini ; and that when he was afterwards desiroas of 
going, the captain would not receive him. He had 
been before at the island to wood and watef , when 
two of the ship's company were left upon it for six 
months, until the ship, which had been chased 
thence by two French South-sea ships, returned^ 
and took them on board. 

He had with him his clothes and bedding, with a 
firelock, some powder, bullets and tobacco, a hatch^ 
et, a knife, a kettle, a bible, some practical religious 
discourses, and his mathematical books and instru'- 
uents. He provided for himself, and sought for 
amusement as well as he could; but, for the first 
eight months, had much ado to bear up against 
melancholy, and the terror which frequently arose 
in his mind, at being left lalone in so desolate a 
place. He built two huts of pimento-wood, covered 
them with long grass, and lined them with the skins 
of the goats he shot for food, as long as his powder 
lasted, which was no more than a pound. He pro- 
cured fire, by rubbing two sticks of pimento- wood 
together, upon his knee. In the lesser hut, which 
was built at some distance from the other, he dressed 
his victuals, and slept in the larger, where he also 
employed himself in reading, singing psalms and 
praying ; so that he said he was a better christian, 
while in his solitude, than ever he was before, or 
than he was afraid he should ever be again. 

At first he never eat any thing till he was con- 
atndned to it hy hunger, which partly arose from 
his grief, and partly from the want of bread and 
fslt, nor did he go to bed until he was unable to 
watch any longer. The pimento-wood, which bums 
very clear, not only served him for fire and candle, 
but refreshed him with its fragrant smell. He 

VOL. I1I« h 
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might have had fish enough, but as he vanted salt, 
he did not choose to eat them, because they dis- 
agreed with him, except cray-&h, which are there 
as hii^e as pur lobsters, and are very good ; these 
he sometimes boijed, and at others broiled, as he 
did his goat's flesh, of which he made very good 
broth ; for they are not so rank as ours. He kept 
an account of five hundred which he had killed, 
during his residence here, and of his having canght 
above as many more, which he marked on the ear, 
and then let them go. 

When his powder failed, he took the goats fay 
his swiftness of foot ; for, being cleared of all grosp 
humours by the continual exercise of walking an4 
running, he ran with such wonderful svnftnese 
through the woods, and up the hills and rocks, that 
the awiftest goat in the island was scarcely a match 
for him ; as w^9 observed by the persons on board 
the Duke and Duchess, who, while they staid there, 
employed him to catch goats ; and having a bull- 
dog, sent him from one of the ships, with several 
of their nimblest nmners to assist him, he distanced 
and tired both the dog and the men, caught the 
goats, and ran back with them on his back. He 
told them, that his agility in pursuing a goati had 
once like to have cost him his life; for he was so 
eagerly engaged in the pursuit, that he catched 
hold of it upon the brink of a precipice^ of whidi 
he was not aware, the bushes concealing it from 
his view, so that he fell down a prodigious he^ht 
with the goa^, and was so stunned and bruised with 
the fall, that he lay there about twenty-four hours^ 
and on his recovering hir senses, found the goat 
dead under him. He y^as so h^urt, that he was scarce 
able to crawl to his hut, which vras about a mile 
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dbUnt, or to stir abroad again in ten Akjn. Mr. 
Selkirk at last came to relish his meat without salt 
or bread ; and in the jprroper season had plenty of 
good tnmips, mrhith had been sowed there by cap*^ 
tain Dampier, and had now orerspread some acres 
df ground. He had cftbbages enough trom the cftb* 
1iage«trees, and S<^a8oned his meat with pimentd. 
or Jamaica pepper. He also found a blaek pepper, 
called malageta, ^hieh was pn^per for expelling 
wind, and a good remedy for griping in the guts^ 
He soon wore out all his clotlies and slides, by run^ 
ning in the woods ; upon which he made himself 
a coat and a cap of goat-skins, which he stitched 
together with slender thongtt of the same skins, 
tiiough he had no other needle but li liail; and 
when his knife, with which he cut these thongs, 
was worn to the back, he made oth^s, as well as 
he could, of some Iron hclops that ivere left ashore, 
which he beat straight, and ground upon stones, 
Hiving some linen cloth, he sewed some shirts with 
a nail, and stitched them with the worsted of his 
old stockings ; and he had his last shirt on, when 
he was discovered in the island. His bejihfg obliged 
to go barefoot, made hiri feet become so hard, thai 
he ran every where without difficulty ; and it was 
some time before he could weif shoes, his feet swel- 
fing when ht fttt^mptc^ to use them. 

After he had coilqUeterd Mi mcrlanchbl^, he some- 
times diverted himself with cutting his name ori 
the trees, the time of his beii^ left, and his conti- 
nuance there. He was' it first much pestered with 
nU, that bred in great numbers, ftom some which 
had got ashore from sAips thait put in there to M^ood 
and water. The rats gnawed his feet and clothes 
while he slept, which obliged himr to cherob tho 



16 CAPTAIN W. ROGERS'S TOTAGB 

cBta, by feeding them with goats flesh ; when they 
became so tame, that they would lie about him in 
hundreds. He also tamed some kids, and, to divert 
himself, would now and then sing and dance with 
them and his cats; so that by the favour of Provi« 
deuce, and the vigour of youth, being now only 
thirty years of age, he. at last conquered all the 
inconveniences of his solitude, and grew very easy. 

At his first going on board, he had so much for- 
got his language for want of use, that he could 
scarcely be understood, for he seemed to speak his 
words by halves : a dram was offered him, but he 
would not touch it ; for as he had drank nothing 
but water since his coming there, he had an aver- 
sion to any thing so strong as spirituous liquors; 
and it was some time before he could relish the 
ship's provisions. He could give no account of any 
thing produced in the island, that had not been be-* 
fore discovered by the Dqglishi except some black 
plums, which were very good, but hard to come 
at; the trees that bear them growing on rocks and 
high mountains. Great numbers of pimento-trees 
were found there, some of which were sixty feet 
high, and about two yards in circumference, and 
c6tton trees still higher, and near four fathoms round, 

The winter lasts no longer than June and July, 
and is not then severe, there being only a slight 
frost, and a little hail ; and the heat of the summer 
<s equally moderate, there being neither much thun-^ 
der, nor tempestuous weather of any sort, and he 
saw np venomous nor savage creature on the island,* 
This account gave Daniel Defoe the hint of writing 
his ingenious romance of Robinson Crusoe. 

^The reader will see an interesting description of Jano feu 
asodes io iinsoii's TO/age, 
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On the Si of Febraarj they got the smith's forge 
on shore; captain Rogers also set the carpenters 
to work, and had a tent made for himself. The 
Duchess had also a tent erected for her sick men» 
and a few of those on board were employed in sup- 
plying the rest with fish of several sorts, of which 
there was great abundance. There were sea fowls 
in the bay, as large as geese, but fishy; and Mr. 
Selkirk, to whom they gave the name of governor, 
never failed to procure them two or three goats a 
^y, for the sick men ; by the help of which, to- 
gether with the greens, and wholesome air of the 
island, they soon recovered of the scurvy. They 
epent their time until the 10th in refitthig their 
ehips, and taking in wood and water ; and also in 
boiling about eighty gallons of sea-lion's oil, of 
which they might have made several tmis, had they 
been provided with vessels. This oil they refined 
for their lamps, in order to save candles; the sail* 
ors also sometimes fryed their meat in it, for want 
of batter, and found it agreeable enough. The 
iiiei» also eat young seals, of which, as well as the 
eea-lions, they found vast numbers on the shore t 
they preferred them to the ships provisions, and 
thought these seals as good as English lamb. 

As they had been informed at the Canaries, that 
five stout French ships were about to sail into these 
^^^9» they made what haste they could to get their 
Aocessaries on board, and, on the 13th of February, 
^^ consultstion viras held, in which several reguU* 
^onfi ^]^ made for preserving secrecy, discipline, 
^^ stnVt Aonesty, on board both vessels; and on 
*^^ Jiext dsLy they weighed, in order to steer for 
*he island of X4>bos de la Mar, having buried only 
^^^mnh tfaeisland. 
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CHAP. III. 

A deBcription of the birds called boobies, and of the fljing»fisb« 
Sereral prizes captured. Aq acconot of the islands called 
Lobos de la Mar. A descent upon Guaiaquil concerted, and 
the town of Puna taken by suTprise. 

• 

ON the 17th of February thej made land, which 
vas Bupposed to be the island P^^aroUt and on the 
2Mi crossed the tropic of Capricorn, when they 
saw several tropical birds, among which were thos» 
called boobies* They are about the size of a mag- 
pie ; the feathers are black and white on the top 
of the back and wings, and white underneath; the 
eyes are large, the beak is red, and the tail eon^ 
Bists of only one feather, which is about a foot and 
a half long; they fly high, and are supposed to live 
on fish, but are seldom seen any where except near 
the tropics* 

On the 3d of March, at which time the weather 
was very hot, they saw several trees and pieces 0t 
wood floating, with many bunches of weeds, and 
abundance of sea-larks, some of which captain 
Cooke shot m the {nnnace, as also a booby that wutf 
nearly white, and a seal, which immediately sunk. 
With a fizgig they struck a very large sun-fish^ 
but it got away ; it swam on the surface, and came 
close to the boat when they struck it. They also 
saw some flying-fish, which are long and slen<» 
der, with a very large eye, somewhat resemUingf 
that of a mullet in shape and colour. They fly 
sometimes near as far as a gun^-shot before they 
touch the water, and then drop into the sea, when 
chased by their enemies the dolphms, who swim sq 
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swiftly ibat they often catch them on their falling 
into the wat^ and sometimes these fish drop into 
the ships. 

On the 14th, in the afternoon, they saw a sail, 
and the Dnchess, being nearest, soon took her. She 
was a small vessel, bound from Guaiaquil to Che* 
ripe, to load for flour, and had been oat sixteen 
days; the master and men were all Indians, there 
being only one Spaniard on board, who was a pas^ 
aenger. They had nothing on board btit about fifty 
pounds in money. They informed them, that all 
the French ships were gone home some montha 
before, and haying mined the chamber of Seville, 
were to trade there no more. They added, that the 
Spaniards had such an aversion to the French, 
that at Callao, the sea*pwt for Lima, they killed 
many of them, and quarrelled so frequently with 
them, that for some time before they sailed froofii 
thence, none were suffered to go on shore. The 
prisoners also told them, that there had been no 
enemies in those parts, since captain Dampier was 
there four years before; and that captain Strad-^ 
ling's ship, the Cinque-poits, that was Dampier's 
coniHMrt, foundered on the coast of Barbaeon^ wher^ 
only he, and six or seven of bis men, were sated ; 
but being taken in their boat, had been eyet since 
kept prisoners at Lima, ni^iere tjiey were treated 
very badly. 

Having manned the price with English sailon^ 
th^ haled off close, on a wind for Lobos; but had 
they not received some information frMa the pt iae'a 
arawj might have endangmred their ships, by runi- 
ning upon the shoals betweoi the island and the 
main« On the 17th they came to en anehor between 
the two islands of Lobos de la Mar^ togetfaef with 
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their prize, which, the next day, they prepared ii9 
fit oQt as a cruiser, under the command of Mn 
Stratton, calling her, the Beginning ; and haying, 
on the 20th, stored her with provisions, and maiv- 
ned her with thirty-two men, she put out to sea, 
together with the Duchess. On the 26th the Duch- 
ess brought in another prize : she was of fifty tont 
burden, and had a cargo of timber, some cocoa 
nuts, and tobacco, which last was distributed among 
the crew» of the Duke and Duchess. Having oa 
the 30th cleansed and refitted the last prize, she 
was named the Increase, after which, the sick, ia 
both ships, were carried on board her, under the 
care of the surgeon, and Mr. Selkirk as master. 

The two largest of these islands are called Lobos 
de la Mar, to distinguish them from those named 
Lobos de la Tarra. They are about six miles in 
length, and about sixteen leagues from the conti- 
nent, affording neither wood, water, nor any vege- 
table. The soil is a white clay, mixed with sand 
and rocks, and several veins of slate. There is 
here, however, good riding for ships, in about 
twenty-six fathoms water. Here are abundance of 
earrion-crows, which, at a distance, looked so like 
turkeys, that captain Cooke would not wait till the 
boat could put him on shore, but leaped into the 
water with his gun ; and getting whhin shot of 
two of them, that were^perched on a rock, he killed 
them ; but approaching to take up hb game, they 
•tunk intolerably, and created a good deal of mirth 
among the officers at his mistake; The other birds 
in these islands are, penguins, pelicans, boobies^ 
and a sort of fowl, like teal, that burrow in the 
ground. The ships crews got loads of these last, 
which they skinned^ and praised as excellent meat. 
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They found abundanee of balrashes, and empty 
jars, which the Spanish fishermen had left on shore; 
for all over this coast they use jars^ instead of casks# 
for oil, wine, and all other sorts of liquors. 

Here are sea-lions, and abundance of seals, much 
larger than those at Juan Fernandez ; but their fur 
is not so fine. They killed several for the sake of 
their livers ; but a Spaniard, who was one of the 
erew, dying suddenly after his eating of them, this 
kind of food wasforbidden. The prisoners accounted 
ail seals very unwholesome. 

The wind, which always blew fresh over the land, 
brought a very offensive smell on board from the 
seals <m the shore, which gave captain Rogers a 
violent head-ache, and every body else complained 
of it, though nothing so ofiensive had ever pro- 
ceeded from the seals on the shores of Juan Fer^ 
nandez. 

They were informed, by their prisoners, that it 
was thought the widow of the late viceroy of Peru» 
with her family and riches, would shortly embark 
in a frigate of thirty-six guns for Acapulco, and 
stop at Paita to refresh, or sail within sight of it ; 
and, that about eight months before, a ship with 
900,000 pieces of eight, a quantity of plate, besides 
a cargo of flour and liquors, had passed by Paita for 
Acapulco. They also added, that they had left one 
seignior Morel at Paita, in a stout ship laden with 
dry goods ; that he was bound for Lima, and that 
Aey expeeted> in a few days, the arrival of a ship 
richly laden from Panama. On receiving this ac- 
count, they agreed to spend as much time as pos- 
sible without discovering themselves. 

On the 1st of April they found the sea of the 
^lour of bloody wMch appeared, on inspection, to 

YOJ«. III. x 
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be caused by the spawn of fish, which swam on ita 
surface. On the 2d, Mr. Fry took a prize in the 
pinnace, and, on bringing her in, At proved the 
ship before mentioned, ccnamanded by seignior 
Morel and his brother. Her burden was near three 
hundred tons ; she was deeply laden with dry go<^, 
and, besides her cargo, had fifty Negroes on boards 
and a number of paasengers bound from Panama to 
Lima, with a fine stock of fresh proYtst<Nis« The 
command of this vessel was giren to Mr. Fry. The 
day following the Beginmng took a prize of fifty 
tdsfs burden, laden with tknber, and bound for 
lima; she had plate and money to the Tslae of 
about jS'lOO. By this vessel they were informed^ 
that a bishop was coming by sea from Panama to 
Lima; on this intelligence the cruisers were sta- 
tioned in such a manner, as seemed ta bid fair for 
shortening his voyage. 

On the 13th of April it was resolved, in a com- 
mittee, not to send the Beginning prize into Paita, 
as had been agreed on, for fear of a discovery, but 
to attempt the town of Gumaquil. This enterprise 
to be conducted by captain Rogers, captain Court** 
ney, and captain Dover, having under their com- 
mand two hundred and fourteen men, including: 
officers and sailors ; captain Dumpier to command 
the artillery, with a reserve of twenty-two men; 
captain Edward Cooke was to command the Duchess^ 
with forty-two men ; and captain Robert Fry the 
Duke with forty men. The blacks, Indians and pri- 
soners, amounted to two hundred and sixty. 

On the 13th they stood in for Cape Blanco, whnk 
a committee being held, it was agreed, for th^ 
encouragement of the men, that all gcdd rings, but- 
tons and buckles; bedding and clothes, liquors and 
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provisions, witii all sorts of arms, except ^eat guns 
for ships, dioold be allowed as plunder, to' be equally 
divided amon^ the men on board or on shore, ac- 
cording to their shares; and that all wrought gold 
or silver, crucifixes and watches, found about the 
priscmers, should be also plunder, except money, 
womens' ear-rings, loose diamonds, pearls and pre^ 
cious stones; and, that none should keep any plun-* 
der, bat deliver it to his officer, to be publicly 
deposited in a place a]qxnnted, and entered in boohs^ 
for the satis&ction of all concerned ; bat that thoso 
who should coDunit any disorder on shore, disobey 
command, quit their post, or behave cowardly in 
any action, should lose their shares of the plunder^ 
and be severely punished. 

* On the morning of the 15th they saw a sail near 
the shore, and, having little wind, the Duke's boat» 
commanded by captain Fry, and the Duchess's^ 
by captain Cooke, rowed off in such haste, that 
neither of them had die swivel-guns they usually 
carried, their full complement of men, but ten 
mnsketSy four pistols, a small quantity of ammuni- 
^on, and no water. For six leagues they rowed 
very hard to come up with the ship, when the 
Duke's boat first coming near her, she fired a gun, 
and hoisted -Spanish colours ; the boat then lay to 
for the other to come up. The action soon became 
warm, and continued so for a long time, the boats 
keeping up a constant fire, and the enemy answer*- 
ing it, by which they killed captain Rogers's bro- 
ther and another person, and wounded one in the 
Duke's boat, and two in the other. At length the 
Duke's boat, finding the enterprise too difficult, 
bore away, and shortly after was followed by the 
other. Captain Fry, however, putting some of bis 
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men on board the Duchess's boat, with a sapply of 
ammunition, captain Cooke attacked her again, and 
the ships coming up, the Spaniards struck to the 
Duchess. This was the ship they had so long 
expected ; she had been built by the French, had 
seventy blacks and many passengers on board; but 
they had landed the bishop at Point St. Helena, 
with his treasure, and several of his attendants. 

On the 17th, every thing being in order, the men 
intended for the descent upon Guaiaquil, went on 
board the two barks, when captain Cooke was sent 
on board the Duchess, and captain Fry to the Duke, 
to take care of the ships, prizes and prisoners, which 
were to keep at a convenient distance from the 
barks, to prevent their being discovered by the 
enemy; after which captain Rogers and his barks, 
together with captain Courtney, came to an anchor 
eff Punta Arena ; then taking to their boats, with 
forty men, they made for Puna, an island covered 
with swamps, and overrun with mangroves, and in 
the morning came to a grapling close under the 
land, out of sight of the look-outs. At seven in the 
evening, the ship came to an anchor between St. 
Clara and Tumbez, when the boat weighing, rode 
within half a mile of the town, for fear of being 
discovered, in such a manner, that they had the 
appearance of drift timber upon the water. At 
four the next morning, they got up close with 
Puna, secured all the canoes and bark logs, and 
seized the governor of the town, with about twenty 
of the people ; by whom they were assured, that 
the inhabitants of Guaiaquil could have no intima- 
tion of their being so near, those who had fled from 
Puna having taken refuge in the woods. They 
found in this town a paper, that had been sent from 
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Lima, copies of which, it seems, had been dispersed 
all along the coasts, to ^ve notice that captain 
I>ampier was again arriTed in those seas ; they were, 
liowever, pretty well satisfied, that they should be 
able to execute all their designs, before any forces 
eimld arrive at lima. 



CHAP. IV. 

Cuaiaqnil taken and ransomed : a description of that city, and 

of the ndghbonring country. 

ON the 21st of April, the Beginning was sent 
a-head towards point Arena, on the island of Puna, 
for fear of danger; but she found there only an 
empty vessel, riding close under the point. *This 
was a Spanish bark, sent to load salt ; the crew of 
which, seeing the English approach, thought pror 
per to abandon her. All apprehensions were now 
entirely removed, and therefore, at five in the after- 
noon, the barks and boats rowed for the town of 
Cruaiaquil, and at eleven saw a light in the town ; 
upon which they rowed as gently as possible, for 
fear of being discovered, until they came within a 
mile of it, when they heard a sentinel call to ano- 
ther, talk some time, and bid him briug fire. Per- 
ceiving that they were discovered, they rowed over 
to the other side against the town, saw a fire made 
where the sentinels talked, and soon after many 
lights all over the town, and at the water side ; 
they heard them ring the alarm bell, fire several 
volleyfli, and saw them light a fire on- the hill where 
the beacon was kept, to give notice that they were 
come up the river. At this the boat came to a 
graplh^, and such a warm 4i0pute arose among the 
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at the time appointed, otherwise the treaty should 
he at an end. 

At seven in the morning they saw a flag of 
truce on board one of the new ships» when man- 
ning their pinnace, they sent the linguist with a 
promise, that if the corre^dor came on board the 
prize, he should be at liberty to return: upon 
which he came with three persons more. The two 
frigates barks were then ordered close under the 
shore, next the best part of the town, and every . 
thing got ready for landing, in case the agreement 
should be broken off. 

The first proposals made by the three captains 
were, that 50,000 pieces of eight should be paid 
for the ransom of the town, the two new ships, 
and the six barks; besides which, the governor 
should be obliged to buy off the goods and Negroes 
they had taken in the prizes, at certain stipulated 
prices, to be paid within the term of nine days* 
To the flatter the Spaniards agreed, ofiering to 
leave two hostages for the perfonnance of the 
promise; but refused to give the sum demanded 
for the town and ships, alleging that they had men 
and ships sufficient to protect them. When imagi- 
ning that the corregidor only waited to gain time^ 
they threatened, if their demands were not imme* 
diately complied with, to set the town and shipa 
in a blaze before night. However, the corregidor 
and other gentlemen, agreed to buy the cargoes, 
and to give hostages for 40,000 pieces of eight for 
the town, the two new ships, and the barks; but 
being unwilling to sign this agreement, till it was 
confirmed by the principal persons in the town; 
and an Indian coming in a canoe, to ask the cor- 
regidor whether he had agreed, and that in cate 
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lie had not, his men were ready, and waited only 
for his orders to begin the attack^ it was proposed 
to seize him : but on his alle^ng that it was con^ 
trary to the flag of trace, he was set on shore again, 
and an hour^s time given him to get his men ready. 
Hbweter, the boat went and came two 01^ three 
times, with the flag of truce, but the governor and 
captains not agreeing, they towed nearer the shore^ 
bearing the union jack at their top-mast heads* 

At four in the i^rnoon the men landed, fired 
on their knees at the brink of the bank, and, hav^ 
ing loaded, advanced with such bravery, that the 
Spaniards fired only one volley, and fled ; while 
the English pressmg forward, pursued them with 
the greatest intrepidity, and^ on their entering the 
streets, saw four guns pcrinted at them, before a 
spacious church ; but they no sooner came in sight, 
than t}^ horse moved off with precipitation. Cap^ 
tain Rogers then called to his men, to run and 
seize the guns, and advanced himself at the head 
often of them, within pistol shot; which boldness 
so intimidated the enemy^ that after one general 
discharge they all fled, except the gunner, an Irish^ 
man, who staid till he received four wounds, of 
which he afterwards died* A body of the English 
now coming up, under the command of captains 
Courtney and Dover, Mr# Rogers stmd to secure 
the post he had gained, and took possession of the 
church, where about twelve prisoners were taken, 
while the others marohed to the farther end of the 
town* 

It is observable, that froib the time of their land- 
ing, tiH their seizing the guna, and taking posses-* 
sion of the church, which was above a furlong from 
the water side, it was not more than hmlf an hour* 
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The guns were noxir traned upon the eDemj, and 
Mr. Daiapier placed at them, with a guard ef 
twent j-five men ; bat the Spaniards somi evacuated 
the town^ However, it was thcmght proper t« set 
five or stir hooses, that frosted the chnreh, on fire ; 
these burned all night, and part of the next day* 
The reason of their buramg these booses was, there 
being a Mil near this quarter, and thick woodsy 
under cover of which ike Spaniards might annoy 
the guard, which was within musket shot: an^ 
indeed they kept firing all night, out of the woodsi^ 
at the sentinels, or any others who stirred out ^f 
the guard, but without doing the least execution ; 
and several parties of horse and foot came down 
without making aiiy attempt. 

In the mean while the Duchess's pimiace, with 
twenty-two men, commaikded by lieutenant Con* 
nolly, went up the ri^er, landed at every hoiise^ 
took the plate, ami whatever else of value they 
found ; and had some skirmishes with the ene»y» 
in one of which they chased thirty- five men, well 
armed, who were coming to assist the inhabitaiiti 
of GuaiaquiK They found the houses up the river 
full of women, and at one place there were above 
a dozen handsome, well-dressed young ladies, from 
whom they took several gold chains and ear-rings ; 
bufV^therwise behaved with such civility, that tha 
women offered to dress proviuons for them^ and 
brought them a cask of good liquor. Some of tho 
largest gold chains the ladies had ooneealed, by 
fastening them round their bodies ; but the womea 
in those hot countries, being thinly dad witk silk 
and fine linen> the men, by pressing on the^mtside 
of their apparel, felt their chains, and modestly de* 
sired them, by means of their linguist^ to take them 
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o& They called at tliis hoose for prnviaons, as 
they retanied down the river, when the ladies ex^ 
pressed no lueasiness or sorprise at a second visit 
They had taken a large empty bark in their pro- 
gress> bvt abandoned her. They returned on the 
24th« in the evemng, and broaght with them in 
^ainsy ear-rings and pkte/ to the value of one 
thoQsand ponnda ; but they all imagined, that the 
want of another boat preveinted their obtaining 
more than double the sum ; for while they searched 
on one side, the barks and bark-logs crossed to the 
other, carrying many people, with their substance, 
out of their reach. They also told captain Rogers, 
that they had seen above three hundred armed 
horse and foot, in several parties; so that they ap* 
prehended the enemy, under pretence of paying a 
ransom, was endeavouring to gain time, until they 
were capable of overpowering them by numbers, 
when they agreed, in order to prevent their being 
surprised, to assemble in a body at every alarm. 

On the 24th the English colours were kept flying 
on the towers of the church, where Mr, Dover kept 
guard all day, while eaptains Rogers and CouriUiey 
took care to have what they thought most useful 
conveyed to the water-side. The governor of Peru 
and another prisoner, were the same day sent to the 
enemy, with proposals for ransoming the. town, but 
returned in the erening with anambiguous answer ; 
however, they desired to be sent back again the 
next morning. They were this day informed that 
ike enemy were eomsng down the hill, on which 
the alarm was given, and part of the men being left 
with Ae guns, captain Rogecs marched with the 
rest, and met captain Courtney and his company 
on the bridge netiring, who imoMdiately reported 
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that the enemy, numerous and well armed, were in 
the north end of the town. Rogers and Courtney, 
however, having joined their forces, which did not 
exceed seventy men, went forward to meet them, 
when the Spaniards, not choosing to face them, 
retreated into the woods ; Rogers and Courtney not 
agreeing about keeping possession of that part of 
the town, marched back, taking some of the most 
valuable efiects, which were carried on board. 

On the S5th of April the prisoners returned with 
an oifer of 30,000 pieces of eight, as a ransom fof 
the town, ships and barks, to be paid in twelve days, 
which the captains did not approve, as they were 
apprised that the Spaniards had dispatched an 
express to Lima, to expedite the expected succours. 
The same day the enemy appeared thick in the 
woods, and, as they sometimes came out, the English 
had several skirmishes with them; the afternoon 
was spent in shipping off provisions from the town, 
and making preparations for their security, when 
it was thought proper to join all their forces at the 
main-guard, where they had their cannon mounted. 
At night they lay in the cl|urch, round which sen- 
tinels were placed within musket-shot of each 
other, every man keeping his arms and ammuni- 
tion in exact order, aqd beipg readv to rise at the 
least alarm. 

At night a Frenchman in captain Rogers's com- 
pany, who with some others had been sent to 
strengthen captain Courtney's quarters, standing 
sentry, shot one of the sailors dead; for an order 
having been given, to shoot every person in the 
night, who did not answer on being challenged, he 
galled out to him in French, which the other not 
)li)der9tan))ing, thus unhappily lost hip life. 
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Od the morning of the 26th, captain Courtney 
retnmed to his gnard, to cover the men who were 
carrying proviflions and other plunder on board the 
ships, and the captains iient their final answer, that 
the town should be set on fire by three o'clock in 
the afternoon, if sufficient hostages for the payment 
of 90,000 pieces of eight, within six days, were not 
immediately delivered. At two in the afternoon, 
the messengers returned from the enemy's camp, 
with two horsemen, who informed them, that the 
Spaniards had agreed to this proposal, and that the 
governor of Puna, who had been very instrumental 
in concluding the agreement, with an old gentle* 
man taken on board one of the barks, were to re^ 
main as hostages for the performance of it; and, 
that if these gentlemen were not thought sufficient, 
the messengers ofiered to remain prisoners, which 
was refused, and they were permitted to return to 
the camp, in order to bring back the agreement 
ttgned. The two hostages lay that night at the 
English quarters, and the next morning were con*^ 
ducted on board one of the ships, while the English 
drew off from the eity with drums beating and 
colours flying, by which means the Spaniards were 
left at liberty to return to their houses. Captain 
Refers bringing up the rear with a few men, picked 
np a number of pistols, eutlasses and pole-axes, 
which the men had thrown away as they marched, 
so weary were they grown of a military life. One 
circumstance is worthy of being mentioned : as Mr, 
Rogers was marching out of the town, he happened 
to miss one John Gabriel, a Dutchman, but took it 
for granted that he was either killed, or made pri- 
soner; the poor fellow, however, had taken up his 
quarters at a bouse where there was some excellent 
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brandy, which he attacked so often, that it laid him 
<m the floor ; and he was in this ettaation when cap* 
tain Refers and his men quitted the place. Soon 
after the master of the hou^e returned, and finding 
the Dutchman stretched at full length, and that it 
was difficult to discover whether he was dead or 
asleep, resolved to try the experiment, but first 
called in his neighbours, who advised him to secure 
tiie Dutchman's arms, which being dcme without 
any difficulty, they raised him up and set him on 
his feet, when, after a little tottering he opened 
his eyes, b^an to stare about him, and seemed to 
appear not well satisfied at finding himself in such 
company. However, the honest Spaniard, his land- 
lord, soon set his mind at ease by restoring him his 
arms, and advised him to make all the haste he 
could to join his companions, who were not yet 
embarked. The Dutchman, not needing many in- 
treaties, set forward, and moving with all the ala- 
erity imaginable, got safe on board* Captain Rogers 
remarks, that this was the only man who had ne- 
glected his duty by getting drank. 

Captain Cooke imagines, ^at the Indians and 
Maek^ carried ofTas mnch plunder as the English ; 
fiar several of them weie taken as they went the 
rounds, loaded with goods, which they owned they 
had stolen ; and he was afiterwards informed, that 
4he inhabitants had given plate and money to the 
Negroes to carry out of the town, and could never 
hear of it after. However^ the plunder taken, ex* 
elusive of the ransom, was very considerable, con-- 
aisting of 290 bags of flour, beans, peas and rice; 
15 jars of oil; 160 jars of other U^oors, oerdage, 
iron- ware, and small imils; about 4 half-jars of 
powder; a parcel of clothing and necessaries; IdO 
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hales c^ dry goods; about the talne of jPISOO ia 
|date, ear-rings, &c.; some packs (^ indigo, cocoa^ 
a ton of loaf sugar, &c. However, abundance of 
goods were left in the town, besides liquors and sea. 
stores, with sereral warehouses full of cocoa, some 
ships on the stocks, two riiips unrigged, and fovtr 
barks. The hoistages informed them, that daring 
the treaty, 80,000 pieces of eight, belonging to the 
king, were sent oat of the town, besides plate, 
jewels, and other things dl the greatest value ; so 
that if the English had landed at first, and given 
them no time, they were well assured, that they 
would have got at least 200,000 pieces of eight 
in money, plate and jewels; and yet that city 
had not been so poor for forty years past as it was 
then, owing to a fire about a year and a half be- 
fore, which had burned down the greater part of 
the city, and oeeanoned a very great expence in 
rebnilding it. The men, however, thought them* 
selves very happy, and all imaginable care was 
taken, that every man concerned in the expedition 
should find his account in it« 

Gnaiaquil, the nietrcqpolis of the province of that 
name in Peru, is about a mile and a half in lengthy 
and is divided into two parts, called the old and 
the new town, which are joined by a wooden bridge, 
dettgned only for foot passengers, and is above half 
a mile long. The houses in both towna amount t# 
about five hundred; but, being situated in a low 
boggy ground, is extremely dirty in winter. There 
is one regular street along the river side to thir 
bridge, and from thence along to the old town^ 
There we four churches, St. Jago, St, Augustine^ 
SU Vrmeis, and St. Dominic. Before the church 
9^ St Jsgo, there is a handsome parade,, and before 
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that of St. Dominic^ a parade with a half moon, ok 
which six guns might be planted, but th^re were 
none when this descent was made. These churchet 
were adorned with altars, carved work,^ and pic- 
tures ; and in that of St. Augustine there was an 
organ. The plate belonging to them was carried 
away ; the priests and students being all gone into 
the woods. Some of the houses were of brick, and 
the rest of timber or bamboo split p and some of 
them were decently furnished. In the merchants 
storehouses there were great quantities of meal, 
brandy, sugar, clothing, cordage and iron. The 
inhabitants had some calashes, which seemed of 
little use, except to carry them a short distance t« 
church, especially in winter; the land all about 
being so boggy, that no road could be made for 
them ; and capt« Cooke observes, that this swampy 
ground was full of the largest toads he ever saw. 
The town is well situated for trade and ship-build- 
ing, it lying fourteen leagues from point Arena, 
and seven from Puna : it is governed by a corre* 
gidor, who is the chief magistrate, and is appointed 
by the king. The river is large, and receives many 
lesser ones ; it has many villages and farm-houses 
on its banks, along which are abundance of man- 
groves and sarsaparilla ; but when the floods come 
down from the mountains, the water is reckoned 
very unwholesome, on account of its bringing down 
with it several poisonous plants and fruits, among 
which is the manchanilla, a poisonous kiad of apple, 
that proves fatal to all the birds that taste of it; 
and the English saw hundreds of them dead on the 
water while they were there. They also d>served 
many alligators in the river. They have gjesk 
plraty of black cattle, swine, slieep, goats, heni^ 
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An6k»^ And MTMal softt <xf fowl tttiknowii in En^ 
land. They hate likeirifle ^eart mirabers of car* 
tioQrctoi^, which the SjMiniards will not suffer t6 
be killed^ f^reserring' them to devour the carrion. 
The ships here are built under dieds. 

The EngliAmiAti, Who had lived some time in the 
forWn, told them that^ the December beforci they 
had tht^e Weeke rejoicing^ for tife Urtb of the 
prince of Asturiiis^ when they mustered 1 100 foot 
and 500 horse, all iii arms, which came from the 
country f'ouiid about, besides a greater number tnt- 
armed. The uihabitanti alone amount to abont 
9009, inchiding Indiana, nralattoes and Negroes^ 
JHj^ag fhte solemnity^ tbey baited 900 bulb to 
dedth, and ran at the ring with spears. 



CHAP. V. 

They leave GailaquUy rtre paid part of the raiuom of that cUj, 
and sell the BegtDntn§^. Great nombers of the men fall sick ; 
fhej reach (he Gallipagos islands; l6se one of their boat^, 
wM setftn,} rbpn ; take some prizes, and land in the isMid of 
Gwgeoa, w&ere they careen' dieir ships, and St np one of 
their priiesy to whieh they give the name of the Marqafa; 
aerera] other proceedings while on that station, with a de- 
scriptio'n of the island Gorgona. 

CA3?TAIN Roger* htfvin^ proceeded with the 
baulks a mile below the town, took his leave of them 
fshi the piAnace, which was double-manned, with a 
desi^ V^ get before them to the ships at Point 
Arena, and the next day, which was the dBth of 
Aprils reaehed Pona, Whei^e h^ met Mr. Duck and 
M/. Katley, in the Beginning, with an empty 
feark they* had taken. By daylight the ne^f t mom- 
i*g, detain Rogetrs ^ofr on board, where every one 
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was overjoyed at his retam, after an absence c€ 
twelve days, on so dangerous an expedition. Tbej 
had been very uneasy at hearing no news of what 
was done, and the scarcity of water was so great, 
that, for sonte time past, the prisoners had beea 
allowed no more than a pint a day. Mr. Co(^e and 
Mr. Fry had, during tl^s time, been under muck 
uneasines dn account of the prisoners, who had 
usually their liberty given them by day, but at 
night they were shut up between decks ; and on 
board the prize, which was not so secure, they were 
put in irons every evening, which were knocked 
off in the morning : but the prisoners in the seve- 
lal vessels were never suffered to have any corre- 
spondence with each other, by which means they 
were kept ignorant of their own strength, and of 
the weakness of their masters. 

On the 29th of April captain Cooke dispatched 
the Havre de Grace's boat, well manned, in pur- 
suit of a vessel that came in sight in the afternoon, 
which immediately surrendered. This was a bark 
of about 30 tons burden, laden with Guaiaquil 
sheep, 270 sacks of flour, 200 sugar-loaves, some 
dried beef, with beans, peas, pomegranates, quinces, 
plums, and marmalade. She had six men on board, 
besides the master, who had left Paulania seven 
days before, where orders had been received from 
Lima, to keep a good look-out, as an English 
squadron was soon expected in those seas ; whence 
it appeared, that the arrival of these ships was not 
generally known. 

• Several days passing without their receiving the 
stipulated ransom from Guaiaquil, they began to 
think the corregidor intended to disappoint them, 
and to put them off till succours should arrive from 
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lim^; while the hetta^s repmed at their fate» ap- 
prehending their bekig carried prisoners to Eng- 
]and« However, on the Ist of Maj, a boat arrived 
with part of the ransom, on which many of the 
prisoners were set on shore ; and on the 2d, in the 
evening, a boat arrived with 28,000 pieces of eight, 
^ which having taken on beard, they s^it the boat 
^3 back with a message te the eorregidor, that they 
(t) intended to sail the following day ( and that if care 
was not taken te send the remainder of the money, 
before their departure, they would take the hosta- 
ges with them. Soon after, captain Courtney took 
charge of the Havre de Grace, and fell down with 
her to Ponta Arena, whither captain Rogers agreed 
to follow them the next morning, waiting only tq 
take on board some black cattle, sheep, hogs, plan^- 
tanes, cocoas, and other provisions; but before his 
departure, he set the governor of Puna, who was 
one of the hostages, and several others en shore, 
making him a present of four sick Negroes, und a 
bale of damaged goods. 

The next day a boat came with 3,000 dollars in 

money and plate, which were taken on board the 

Duke, the men who brought it declaring, that the 

other 3,000 dollars would soon come, with 12,000 

CP mere to trade for goods* But it being supposed 

cO that this was only designed to keep them in the bay, 

Q till a squadron of men of war arrived from Lima, 

. they resolved to make all possible dispatch. How- 

ever, the Beginning being small, and of no further 

use, they sold her to the Spaiuards, for about the 

value of fifty pounds in pearls, gold chains, &c. 

and pat the prisoners on board her ; but kept the 

pilots, a person who could speak English, the prer 

sident of Panama's wn, «id three remaining hpsr 

436741 
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ta^es; five blaek women were given to eaeh 6F 
those captains who had been great losers. 

On the 8th they sailed for the GraUipagos islanda, 
but on the 11th of May, aboire tweniy men em 
board the Duke, and near fifty on board the Duchess, 
fell sick of a malignant fever, and the number of 
diseased, on board both ships, hourly inoreased. 
This disorder had been certainly contracted at 
Guaiaquil, where, a few weeks before their arri-' 
val, multitudes of people had been swept away by 
a contagious disease, so that the ground under the 
churches, which were their usual bur3ring plaeest 
was filled so fast, that they were obliged to dig a 
large hole, of about a rood square, close to the 
great church, where guard was kept; and the 
English lying so long in the c^hurch, were sur-: 
rounded with unwholesome smells. 

On the 1 7th they discovered lapd, and the next 
day were within four leagues of two large islandsi 
which almost join together : and soon after, they 
discovered several others* They then sent out 
one of the boats in search of water, having first 
agreed on a place of rendezvous, at a certain rock, 
in case of separation j but after two unsuccessful 
attempts, the boats returned, reporting, that the 
large island in which they landed, was covered 
with nothing but loose rocks, like cinders; and 
that the earth was so parched, that it broke into 
holes under their feet, yrhich made it probable that 
it had been a voleanp ; but there was mndi ahmbby 
wood and some greens upon it. 

The 20th, SIst and 23d, they spent in plying 
among the islands, where the boats, which went 
on shore, found abundance of tortpises, large rock* 
ftsh, «nd guana^ which are Iw^r |iere tlifan in the 
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WmI Indies and oi seyer^l cokmrt and abes^ and 
qse wrt h»$ no pmklea on the hack. 

On tfaa 33d ona of the prize barka, containiag 
Mr. Hatley, fi?e aaUori, four Negroefl and an Indian, 
with only vater on board for two daya, and one of 
the imse thip^ w^e miMHUg ; nor was there any 
•igii of their retonungi though lights were kept all 
night on the top-most head of the Duke and Duchess^ 
and guns tneessantly flred, on which captain Rogers 
went in search of them with the Duke, the Havre 
de Graci^ and a bark, and in a few honrs came up 
with the priae ship near the easternmost island, but 
eonld get no intelligence of Mr* Hatley, whom they 
gave np for lost. 

On the S6th it was agreed to stand oyer to the 
main, in search of water, which none of the islands 
had hitherto been able to afford. On the 6th of 
June one of the sailcNrs heard some of the Negro 
and Indian prwoners talk of murdering all the 
Si^Ush sailors, and running away with the shipj 
but, on being charged with having concerted this 
design, they acknowledged they had some talk on 
that subject, bat nothing was seriously meant by it^ 
However, to prevent any ill consequence from these 
oabata, captain Rogers divided them among the 
other vessels. The same day a ship of eighty tons 
bwd^n, laden with iron, cloth, &c. struck to the 
Diichess after a short chase. She was named the 
gt Thomas de Villa Nova, was bound from Panama 
to Gvuaia<yul^ and had about forty persons on boards 
among whom were two women, and several paa* 
sengers of distinctioQ, one of whom was Don Juan 
Cardosa* who had been appointed governor of 
Itoldivia. 

Hie noxt da^ thty cast aaohor on the east sid? 
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of the island of Grorgona, and on the 8th the boati 
of the Duke and Duchess brought in another priase, 
a bark of fifteen tons ; she was called the Golden 
Sun, and had ten Spaniards and Indians, with some 
Negroes, but no cargo except a little gold-dust, and 
a large gold chain, which together were worth 
about £500, with which they intended to have pur- 
ejbttsed salt and brandy at Guaiaquil. 

In the evening of the 9th of June a council of all 
the officers, except captain Rogers, who was indis- 
posed, was held on board the Duchess, in which, 
after examining the prisoners, it was resolved to 
steer for the port of Mangla, and leaving the ships 
in a safe road, they were to row up the river in 
their boats until they could surprise some canoes, 
that were better adapted to stem the tides of the 
river, and with these they were to proceed as far as 
i;he rich gold mine of Barbacore, or St. Juan, where 
they were certain of obtaining a considerable booty, 
since the Spaniards there had not the smallest inti- 
mation of an enemy being so near. 

As captain Rogers had before agreed to. consent 
to whatever they should resolve, at about twelve 
o'clock the same night they hoisted sail for Mangla. 
Mr. Rogers, however, hearing their determination^ 
resolved to consult Mr. Morell and some other pri- 
soners, on whose knowledge and judgment he e<nild 
depend. By them he was informed, that whoever 
had advised the council to take such measures, 
either designed to betray them, or were ignorant 
of the affiiir; for Mangla was not only barren and 
unfrequented, but the road extremely narrow and 
full of shoals, with so strong a tide, that there was 
great danger of the ships being run on shore. The 
]Hrisouers also assured him, that the banks of 
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river were all the way inhabited by a race of people 
itrongly attached to the Spaniards^ who would use 
all pcMtsible methods to annoy them^ with their 
poisoned arrows, from the coyert of the woods; 
and, that the river was so narrow, that by felling 
trees across it, they might eiFectually prevent their 
retreat, and cut them all off. On receiving this in^ 
formation, captain Rogers sent for Mr. Courtney 
and Mr. Cooke, who, being informed of the danger 
to which they were going to expose themselves, 
changed their course, in order to return toGorgona, 
where they resolved to careen, and fit out the Havre 
de Grace to act as a third consort, under the cooih 
mand of captain Cooke. 

On the 13th of June they cast anchor near the 
shore of Gorgona, where the Duchess was appointed 
to careen, and the Duke to lie on guard, to prevent 
being surprised by the enemy; as soon as the Duchess 
was finished, the other took her place, and in about 
fourteen days they were again ready to put to sea, 
to the great surprise of the Spanish prisoners, who 
observed, that the careening one of the king's ships 
at lima, where there were all kinds of necessaries, 
and artificers ready to lend their assistance, gene^ 
rally took up six weeks. 

On the S9th tents were erected on shore for the 
sick, y^o were, by this time» much better than 
when they came first to the island; for lying on 
shore, and having an opportunity of walking about, 
had such an effect, that they soon gathered strength 
soAcient to return to their duty. Those who were 
weU went, with the Spanish prisoners into the woods, 
where they ware shown what timber was proper 
for their use, and these prisoners gave them every 
assistance in their power. The English now laid 
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out groand for a rope-ywd, tet up tentt for tht 
cooper, Mnitfa, sail and block-maket, and, for tht 
better diirpatch of bQiUies«, each bad hit erew to 
act itoder bim. It is ticrt to be sappoied that these 
persons were aH perfect in their profesdote; how* 
ever, they carried on their work very well, neces^ 
sify and practice teaching' them many rtsowcesi 
which, under more favoatable cireamtaiiees tiiey 
would never have tho«glit of. Thus a mannfiictofy 
was soon established on the island of Gorgona, and 
as each officer t^ bis particular charge, every 
person was busily employed* The Spanish prisoneni 
looked with amazement at their working in that 
climate from break of day nntit night ; bat what 
most surprised the» waS| thai the Engfii^ found 
out some new expedient whenerer they weUe pressed 
by difficulties, and when, in tbe jo^fment of the 
laniards, it was impoaitWe for tiieil» to proeted 
any ftirther. 

They wer« empi6yt4 ftonx the tSMh of June to ttti 
9th of luly in fitting out the Havre deGtaee, duiteg 
which time being completely finisiti^d, tAiey gave 
her the name of (he Marijpd^, and mawied her from 
die Duke and Duchess, wben a go^ entertsiittnent 
being provided, they saluted each ^ttk^o^gbet shipi 
mth three cheers, and Hi^of being distributed 
among" the cfrews; they ^aak &er majestf' s and 
their owners healfl»^, and to their #wn stveceM^ in 
conjunction wil9v their new dosisort^ Socm a^f 
two 0$ the main-deisk gans^ were seul from tte 
Duke, &tii ^ke same number from tlM DweAesii 
wliiell', with four taken at Guaia^Ii and irw^life 
that wer» before in the ship> made twenty very g^eod 
ones, the etfrriages being all new, or M wi^l wpairedi 
that they were as good as if l^y had be^n DiMnfed 
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in England. Her complement were sixty-one 
men, and twenty Negroes, who were placed undeif 
the command of captain Cooke. 

The next thing of consequence was, to carry the 
prisoners, seyenty-two in number, over to the c<m- 
tinent, for, had they been dismissed before, they 
might have alarmed the coasts The two Morells^ 
Don Antonio, and Don Juan Cardosa, were dismissed 
amcrng the rest; and, at their departure, seemed 
highly satisfied with the treatment they had re- 
ceived, particularly the latter, who had been ill 
used by a Jamaica privateer, which he once fell in 
with near Porto-bello. This gentleman, as we have 
already observed, was, when taken, bound to Bal- 
divia, of which he was governor; he was a livelyi 
genteel man, about thirty-five years of dge, and had 
been a colonel in the Spanish service. The Morelltf 
promised to return in a day or two, with as much 
money as they could raise, towards purchasing such 
of the prise goods as remained (m hand, which^ be- 
ing only valuable on the coast of the South Sea, the 
captains declared they would otherwise burn, toge- 
ther with the galleons in which they were Containedi 

The bark and both pinnaces were employed in 
landing the prisoners, and, at the same time they 
took a small village, and returned to the ships with 
seven head of black cattle, a few goats, fourteen 
hags, some fowl, and about fifty bushels of wheats 
On the morning of the 17th, the two Morells and 
some other gentlemen returned in a large canoe 
with money and fruit, and purchased at so reason- 
able a rate, that they desired permission to come 
again with as much money as they could raise; a re- 
vest not at all displeasing to the £nglish, while 
they had no apprehensions of an enemy^ 

VOL. III. ^ 
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. f he A^kt day 4 Nt^roe, Who hsA the mfefottonu 
to l^ bit bj a S]i5et*kl64 irtiak^, died ki less fhail 
twelve hours, thoi^h the siirj^eoii e±eAed all hit 
skill i6 save hitb. The island of %i0tgoi\^ abomids 
with this sj^eciis of silake, ftotee of whidi kw ai 
thick as k mate's leg, ahd three tHr fter yards longi; 
they are ctf bh ampbibioils nature; an^ the sameda^ 
bne of thetn Svas found by the taien 6ii the IWrc^ 
castle, hating conveyed itself on board by the hfrl^ 
of the cables. Soon aftet live Neglroes hid them^ 
Helves ih the Woods, in order to desert to the Spa* 
hiards when the English had departed, tneof whom 
being tak^n, Was setereiy pnnislt^d, and threfr 
others Were caught two days after, being forced By 
hunger to quit their asylnin. 

On the SOth a eiihoe Witb meittey, a quantity a/f 
times, fowl^i, and othtrr tefresbments, arrived, awl 
Was succeeded by another %f^ tk^ folltrwtn;^ lAayv 
^the 87tl;i the two Morelh came again on bMtd, 
with all the mtjfdey they couM raise, »h4 %6M HM 
lEnglish, that the country beittg alarm^, th6y %MA 
great dfftculty in comiteg; that the governor of 
ftatbacore, at thfe htad df dbowe two hulidted mffit. 
Was oh the cea^t, in otder to prevent Arte people 
trading With them, and tto bpposie thete ititibe fkey 
khould tand. 

On the d9t^ a cbmioiiftee fiM* regulating th^ 
jplimder, Was held on boitfd l^fe Buke, when ieveHt^ 
rewatds W^fe ^i veh to thtfse Who had tnost disllti- 
guishe^ thenftettes, ih btfter t(^ encourage the tneft 
to behave gatttotly for the future ; but, Wati0(^fh- 
standing the gfi*teetosily shoWh by the comimiiideM 
en this 6cc4sion, a feW days after a dangerous in«- 
liiiy Was set on foot, wWch might have proved ^ 
fatal consequence, had it ni^tl)eenhappily discoveved 
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by the 0|6ward ef the Duchess^ who, hf^ppenipg to 
hear the ringleaders debating on the manner in 
which they 8h<Hil4 pvpceed, for above sixty of them 
hal bound th^ mselvea un4er certain articles, which 
they bad refpept^yely signed, tq stand by each Qthejr 
ttmtil they had oh^aiped justice, as they termed it^ 
IP regard to thedivj^iaii of the plunder, whic^, they 
ainagined, unfairly distribifted. fom of the chief 
l^moterp of this pcheo^e, ^mong whom was thp 
person that wrote the articles^ wepe iipmed lately 
laid in irons, but were soon after set at liberty, on 
Ihtf ir ashing pardoo, and promising to ^eh^ve bette^ 
for the foture; the 4»ai^ia« thinking it would bp 
very daugerpus for them to proeeed rjigorously with 
a &w, when so many wcf e coi^cen^ed. To remove 
all ate^ of diseimteQlk, captain JElogers gave theia 
ihe strongest assurances, tM^ they sb^ld be s^tia- 
fied to tlie utmost in every legfl den^nd, promised 
to increase their ah^iief of plunder, and cQnplfid^4 
with explaining the danger of their eiigaging in 
mck rash and uojustiH^ble eons|uracies. 

On th^ 7th of ^Jugust it wjis ftgree4.« ^^ ff^Y^ np 
to Messrs^ Morell and Navarre ^hetr respective 
ahips, with some ^egri^, and all the goods they 
4mAd, iMrry away; the latter .contracting to give 
1,^00 jaeoes of eigh|; for tha bark and the goodly 

mi hoard, *nd to p»y ^h^ reflwhung SfiOO for the 
jransom of Gmmqml, wUch fim^ ^ iras to bring 
wj^reihey were to i^^^aot. him wthip tivelve days, 
Some lad^^ who wen^ on board N^v^re's ship, 
Aefcnowledgad at ^heir d^Mrtiire the great civilities 
the(f h^d Mceiyed durMi^ihe time of titefx detention, 
While ^y wei^ «^ this isliind, one Afichae^ 
JUudal, a free Negro of Ja^M^c^f who had for 
§9m^ tinie jlwed as .» #Jlav$ w the yillage ^he ^ng- 



!08 CAPTAIN W. ROGERS«S VOYAGE 

lish had plundered on the continent, came on boards 
and related the following account of an nnsuccess^ 
ful attempt made upon the gold mines. He ob^ 
served, that when war was declared at Jamaica, 
he embarked under the command of captain Ed-^ 
ward Roberts, who was joined in commission, by 
the governor of Jamaica, with captains Grolding, 
Pilkington and Rash. They had one hundred and 
six men, and designed to attempt the minei of St, 
Jago, at the lower end of the gulf of Darien. 
When having sailed fifteen days up the river in 
canoes, and afterwards travelled ten days by land, 
the Spaniards and Indians became alarmed, laid 
ambuscades, and shot many of them. At length, 
the enemy having assembled upwards of five hun- 
dred men, and the English being reduced to about 
sixty, including the wounded, the Spaniards, after 
a small skirmish, in whicb the English had the 
advantage, sent them a flag of truce; when being 
in want of provisions, quite tifed out, and not. 
knowing the way back, they surrendered their 
arms, on condition of being made prisoners of virar. 
They were for three days treated very well by the 
Spaniards; but on the fourth, when they thought 
all danger past, an order came from the chief Spa*- 
nish officer to cut them all ofi; which they cruelly 
did, as these poor disarmed men sat at victuals, and 
all were in a few minutes massacred, except a 
Scotchman, a Frenchman, an English boy, and 
twelve free Negroes, whom, at the intercession of 
a priest, they sold for slaves. This man, who was 
one of them, was sold, and sent to the mines, where 
he cleared at least three pieces of eight a day for 
his master, and was afterwards , removed to this 
^lace, The rest of these unhappy captiyes w^re 
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0ent farther up the country, where they had no 
opportunity of escape. 

Gorgona lies in 3 degrees north latitude, about 
six leagues from the main, and is about 3 leagues 
in length, but narrow. At a distance it appears 
like three hills. It is full of wood and tall trees ; 
among them is the palma Maria, of which the 
Spaniards make masts, and from it a balsam issues^ 
that is esteemed efficacious in several diseases. The 
animals found here are, monkeys. Guinea-pigs, 
hares, lizards, and lion-lizards, which change their 
colours, and are fine creatures. The people caught 
here a very disaereeable creature, which Mr. Ro- 
gers supposed to be of the monkey-kind ; it had 
some little resemblance to one of those animals of 
the middling size, only its hair was thicker and 
longer, its face, eyes* and nose, were less, and mwe 
wrinkled and deformed; its ears were smaller, its 
teeth longer and sharper, its hinder parts more 
clumsy, and its body thicker in proportion, with a 
very diort tail ; besides, instead of five fingers, it 
had only three on each paw, with the claw longer 
and sharper. On their letting this animal go, at 
the lower part of the mizen-shrouds, it was about 
two hours in getting to the mast head, which a 
monkey would have performed in half a minute ; 
it moved as if it walked by art, or been directed 
by concealed clock-work. The Spaniards very pro- 
perly call it a sloth. It subsists entirely upon 
vegetable food, and will strip a tree of its verdure 
in less than a fortnight, devouring even the bark, 
when nothing else remains* Though climbing a 
tree is performed with great difficulty, yet descent 
is utterly impracticable, and it drops on the ground, 
)f ke a shiipeless mass, sometimes sustaining c9iM* 
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^erabla mjory by the shock : from the aUni^eai aC 
its motion, a week will elapse before it ffM§ 4 teeo 
not ifitore thaa fifty yards distaott 

There ar« also iu this island several species of 
great and s«a«Il snakes^ which ar« so nameraiM M 
t0 render walkinir ▼^^ dangeroqs, for four of 
treading^ on them. Near the coast are seiFef al swti 
of fishi Bokaown in our seas^ besides i^eat pl^ty 
of muUetft, but they are hard to be eaught with » 
hook aad a line; this» Mr. Rollers sopposed«w«s oeoar 
f ioned by the clearness of the waterj which enables 
them to see and avoid the hook* Therf» are likor 
wise abundwee of pearl-oysters, and some whit* 
eocaL As to birds, there ar^e not many, eiyseept • 
large sort of fowU called earMOSOs; a^d in the 
tocks fh«e are a multitude of bats» wbkb 1^ 
«hoBt the island im $he night. 
. • 

CHAP. VI. 

^bfBf iMiseG^rgons, and wl U> T«eameA-baj| vhere they irs4e 
with the iohabitantfi; froo) thence they proceed to the GallU 
pagos islands, and afterwards %q the isJands Tres Marias, 
which are described. 

H A¥ ING tcoflspleted tibeir hosiQeai at tib^ island 
lof Grmgona^'tikey set «il on the 7lh of August* smL 
sdxmt tea days after, iook a bsjrk of setrenty iosyi 
baadevu hgxsmiBi fromFanaiw to Lkposa bnt slie had 
•very Isltie «m board besides passeiigiers, from y/A^§m 
4heyieatned« ^Aiat th^ whole coast wm ekmned* 
.and (the infaaihitaiits nader ikhe gveatesil: eypvohcya-^ 
siisaB,!hann^ draaded a wk frons ih$ SsgUsh* WW 
apise Ifaeir takmg Guai»fiiil. 

On 4he ^Atii the barka eBtered the hay of Tws9r 
fpap, aqd, in^r&w hows^cthe ^oMsoRt ships cene to 
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•1 imhdr ttMT th€tii« Mr. White, the Ungttbt, ynt-' 
taopod ailion ^witbmtt orderi, with a SjMOiidi ]«^ 
Mner, and hiided> jttbt m it grew dark, tB)>pMite 
Ihe btasee ; when some Iiidiaiis, lying m amboih^ 
fired upon them, while oHhars diseharged their ar- 
»ow» ;aad lanoeft, thottjgh they called aat ta them hi 
Spataish that they were firieiids. They had, h«w«- 
eter, the hapjA&efts to eteape, and to hide theai-^ 
Velves an night, daring which time ihose on board 
eonclnded that they were etther billed or taken 
prisoners : but at day-light they called again to the 
Indians, and p^ vailed on them to trade, proyided 
their padre, wtio liY«d six leagues off, would ^kft 
his consents The Kngnist^ m reply, told them there 
was n padre on board ; and they desiring to «a 
him, he was sent on shore, where he wrote a ItMar 
to the priest of the ]^oe, earnestly recommendiag 
a trade, and expressing the many ct^lities showM 
lo him and the Other Spanish prisoners^ At the 
aame time he let the people know, how easily tiir 
Dnglish conM land, and hum the ahurdi and 
houses ; but that they were fall of •oharity, and 
kind to those in their power. This had a good ef- 
fect, and they prOBMsed, that the neiet day ikef 
wiNild trade with them, wi ietti er the padre 4Hm- 
aented'or not. On the lioats tetaning with libtb 
)»riest'to the ship, he himght with him'one^the 
(n^Kans, who ontered It with a look of great snr- 
-pime> and ww ani6h deligbtod with the great caMn, 
4n w4ii<A he laid hiniielf 4mrn; he was mikad,anft 
lay on his side, gazing wildly wMi a look -of indo^ 
4ence and adnrifration, far am 4ionr tx^cMier, antil 
capwain Itiogers, giving him a -dmm' tff hnmiy, « 
im toys, and some (rtdlbatae far ckitMng, led'him 
«eiit, and he was ^tarried nshore. At thesamre 4i«Q, 
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the rest of the boat), full of casks, with the nm 
well anned, rowed up a creek for fresh water, 
when accidentally meetiiig with one of the India 
chiefs, who was painted, and armed with a bow 
and arrows, he advised them to go hig'her up the 
river, otherwise the water would be brackish; they 
ofiered him a dram out of a quart bottle, of strong; 
brandy, of which he drank the major part at once, 
and went away extremely pleased, telling' them 
that they should be supplied with what they wanted 
from the village. 

At night they received a letter from the padre, 
to assure them that he would not interrupt their 
trade ; and the next day they sold on shore baiie 
and other goods for black cattle, and hogs. It was 
observed, that the red paint,-with which the Indians 
were at first daubed^ was a declaration of war; but 
after they had amicably treated with the English, 
they rubbed it off, though they still kept their 
arms. Mr. Rogers sent a feathered cap to the chief 
Indian's wife, which wa3 well received, and, in re- 
turn, he had a present of bows and arrows. 

The boats having brought a sufficient quantity 
of black cattle, hogs, plantanes, water, and otiier 
provisions, and the ships being heeled and cleansed, 
they set the priest ashore, giving him some baize, 
linen, and other thii^, as a reward for promottn; 
their trade. They also sent a male Negro, and a 
piece of baize, to the Tecames padre, as an acknow- 
ledgment of his kindness ; and afterwards put oa 
shore their Negroes* 

The village of Tecames lies in a valley, and 
consisted of only seven houses and a church, all of 
tiiem low-built, of split bambooes, covered with 
palmetto-leaves; they were erected on posts, with 
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hag'ttyes under them ; ind to ascend to thtai thejr 
had pieces 6f timber, with notches instead of stairs^ 
The nien employed themselves in killtlig wild 
swine With bows and arrows, and in striking fish 
with their hnces, at both of which they were very 
dexterous* The women had only a piece of baize 
tied ^bout their waists, and carried their children 
at their backs. 

On the S I st of August they Sailed from thid bay^ 
with a fortnight's fresh provision on board, in hogs 
and cows. The next day they saw several gram* 
pusses and young whales^ engaged with the thrash-^ 
ers and sword-fiah, and abundance of water-snakes^ 
one of which was coming up the side of Mr* Cooke's 
ship, but the men beat it off; the Spaniards say, 
that there is. no cure for such as are bit by them« 

On the 1 0th <^ September they made one of the 
€vallipagos islands, and there laid in a stock of ex^ 
cellent turtle, besides a good quantity of fish, 
which they split and salted. The Spaniards reckon 
fifty of these islands, but only one of them yields 
firesh water. They abound with sea and land birds; 
among the latter are hawks and turtle-doves, both 
so tame as to su£fer themselves to be knocked down 
with a stick ; here are also seals, so fierce as to at- 
tack any man that comes in their way; this captain 
Rogers experienced. He was on the level sand, 
when one of these animals came open-mouthed at 
him out of 4he water, as quick and as fieroe as the 
most angry mastiff let loose. He defended himself 
by sticking a pike he held in his hand into the 
creature's breast, on which it retired a little, but 
came on again, and this was repeated, until it re* 
eeived three wounds, when it retreated, snarling 
and showing his long teeth out of tl^e water. 

VOL. Ill* a 
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On the 17th of SepteiriE^r they agam set saoT, 
«nd on the 4th of October came up with the islands 
called Tree Marias, where they staid until the S4tlt 
to take in wood and water. It was with dlflSeoltj 
they fotmd a stream that was wholesome, all the 
springs they met with except two, from which they 
supplied themselves, being not only bitter, buk 
strong purgatives, occasioned either by their pass- 
ing through beds of minerals, or among bitter roots 
of plants. While they remained there, seven Ne- 
groes, out of ten that were sent on rtiore to cut 
firing, escaped into the woods. The middlemost of 
these three islands is situated in 2P 35' north lati- 
tude, at a small distance from the coast of Mexico; 
they lie in a range, at nearly equal distances from 
each other, about four leagues asunder. The largest, 
which is the most western, is about five leagues in 
length, the middle one about three, and the other 
scarcely two ; near the smallest are two or three 
broken white islands, one of whiefa appeared at a 
distance so like a ship under sail, that a signal was 
given for a chase, but they soon found their mistake. 

The trees and shrubs Mr. Cooke observed there, 
were lignum->vit8s, birch, silk-grass, prickle-pear, 
ettphorbinm, and many others. They saw abunilanoe 
«f difierent sorts of parrots, doves, wood-pigeons, 
black-birds, thrushes, red-birds, humming-btrds, 
liawks of various beautiful colours, and bata with 
the ears and nose resembling those of a mouse; 
guanas, racoons, rabbits, and excellent hares, which 
are much less than ours* There were such numbers 
of green-turtie, that two men might sometimes turn 
^ hundred in one n%ht ; the fish were old-wives, 
rock-fish, cavoUot, yellow-^1^ gat-fish, and several 
other kinds. 
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Tbey sail to CaUfonuA; Its descriptioii. 

ON the 25tfa of October, 1709, they sailed from 
the islands of Tres Marias, and steering to the 
Berth, on the 26th eent thetMirii on die shore of 
Puerto Seguro, ia California, in tearch of water*. 
The men saw some Indians, who paddled to them 
on bark-logs, but at first were afraid of coming on 
board; however, being prevailed on to accept a. 
knife or two, and some baize, in return they gave 
them a eonple of live foxes^ a deer-skin, and two* 
bladders of water. 

On the 19th some of the crew ventured on shore 
on bark-logs ; for the sea was so high they did not. 
dare to attempt landii^ with their boats* On this 
occasion the fiiendly Indians leaped into the sea, 
to goide the bark-logs ; on landing they conducted 
the Engltfh up the bank, where there was an old 
man, who bad a deer-skin spread on the ground^ 
on which they kneeled before the English, who^ 
following their example, kneeled too; the Indians 
then wiped the water off the faces of the English 
with their hands. This ceremony being ended» 
each of the sailors, supported by two of the natives^ 
was led slowly through a narrow path to their huts>. 
vrhere they were welcomed by a very dull kind of 
music, which was produced by an Indian rubbing 
two jagged sticks across each other, and humming 
to it. They then^ all sat down on the ground, and 
having regaled their guests with broiled fish, attend^ 
ed them back in the same manner, with the 



1 16 CAPTAIN W. ROOERS« VOYAGE 

music. The natives gave them some cf their knives^ 
which were made of the teeth of sharks, and a few 
other curiosities; these the sailors brought with 
f hem on board, and presented to captain Rogers. 

The place where they landed was inhabited by 
above two hundred Indians, who lived in huts made 
of boughs of trees and reeds, built in the form of 
bowers, with a fire before the entrance, and there 
they lay and slept. The men were naked, and the 
women wore only a short petticoat, made of silk* 
grass, deer-skins, or %he skins of pelicans, which did 
not reach to the knee ; some of them wore pearls 
about their necks, having first notched them round, 
and festened them with a string of silk-grass ; for 
captain Rogers supposes that they knew not how 
to bore them. These pearls were mixed with little 
red berries, sticks, and bits of shells, which they 
considered as so fine an ornament, that though the 
English offered them glass-beads of several colours, 
they would not accept of them. The men were 
straight and well-limbed, living by fishing and 
hunting, and set a gpreater value on European knives, 
scusars and nails, than on gold or silver. They had 
long black hair, and a dark brown complexion. 
Their arms were bows and arrows, with which they 
were excellent marksmen, and could shoot a small 
bird flying. Their bows were about six feet long, 
made of a hard, yet pliant wood, the string formed 
of silk-grass, and the arrows, which were four feet 
and a half in length, were made of jdnted cane, 
with four long leathers about a ibot from the notek 
for the string ; at the other end is fixed a piece of 
hard wood, pointed with a sharp taper flint. The 
women, who were far from being handsome, em* 
ployed themselves .in gathering and grinding fraii^ 
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QQ a stone, and making fishing-Iinefl. They were 
an honest people, and would not take the smallest 
trifle without leave ; they were willing to assist the 
English in filling the water, and to supply them 
with whatever they could spare. The bay of Puerto 
S^uro has plenty of albacores, dolphins, mullets, 
bream and other fish, which the natives are very 
dexterous at striking with their wooden instruments 
from theix floats, which are made of five peces of 
wood, and are moved with short paddles ; they fre-* 
gently leap off the floats, and strike the fish when 
they are near the bottom : they also dive and bring 
up pearl-oysters firom the rocks* Some of the sailors 
told captain Rogers, that they saw one of them dive 
with his instruments, and, while he was under water, 
put up his striker with a fish on the point of it, 
which was taken off by another, who watched by 
him on a bark-log. To this that gentleman says 
be gave the more credit, as he himself threw some 
fusty knives over board, in order to try the excel- 
lence of these divers, and they seldom missed catch- 
ing a knife before it had sunk more than three or 
four fathoms. 

From the mountains down to the sea the land is 
rocky, but intermixed with pleasant vales and 
plains. The soil is sandy, and produces only a few 
shrubby bushes of different sorts, that afiord these 
people several kinds of fruit and berries, which 
supply the place of bread; particularly a round 
berry, resembling those of the ivy, which they dry 
at the fire, and the inside appears and tastes some* 
what like parched peas. They have another berry 
like a currant, that has a white pulp and tartish 
taste, a large stone within that resembles a bird's 
(ve, and a kennel that ti^stes agreeably. They 
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likewise have a small black seed, which they ^nd 
on stones, and then eat it by handfnls; captaia 
Cooke's men used to thicken their broth with it, 
and said it served as well as flour ; bnt when boiled 
in water it tasted something like cofiee. The na^ 
tives also eat a fruit growing in pods, the outside 
of which is green and peels off, and within, on a 
stalk, are many black seeds like the head of a clove, 
liaving the taste and smell of green peas. Besides 
these there are several other plants, roots and 
seeds, and a kind of yams resembling those of the 
West Indies. They have also many sorts of birds, 
as teal, heron, wild-ducks, and, among many others, 
E fine bird of the size of a blackbird, but its back is 
of a dark green, its belly yellowish, the bill and 
tail are black, and it has a red tuft of feathers 
among the dark ones on its head. 

During the time the ships staid there the weather 
w» serene and ]^easant, and some of the men, 
who went in the bark about fifteen leagues to the 
northward, to view the country, said it was there 
sovered with tall trees ; the skins that were found 
among the people, seemed a proof that they had 
their hunting-seasons, when they went farther up 
into the country to engage in the chase* They had 
IMrthing like gardens or plantations about them« 
The long stay of the English made the natives grow 
familiar with them, and they frequently went on 
board to view the ships, which they very much ad* 
mired. A shirt v^$jb given to one of them, but he 
^on tore it in pieces, and gave it to his companions 
|o pot the seeds in they used for bread. 

They now began to despair of taking the Ma- 
nilla ship, a month having elapsed since the usual 
ftme of her passing that way; bvt fo the genera) 
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joy, flhe was digcovered on the 2Igt of December. 
Captain Rogers faaving no spiritaons liquors, or- 
dered, on the 22d, a large kettle of chocolate to be 
made for the ship's cofnpany, and after prayers be- 
gan the engagement, which continued rery smart 
for some time, when she struck. She had a large 
Manilla ship in company, but parted with her three 
months before : this prize was called. Nostra Se-- 
nora de la Encamacion, and the prisoners said, the 
value of the cargo amounted to two millions of 
dollars : she mounted twenty guns, and carried one 
hundred and ninety-three men, of whom nine were 
killed and ten wounded. Captain Rogers received 
a shot through the left cheek, that struck away 
a great part cf his upper jaw, with several of his 
teeth, some of which dropped upon the deck where 
he fell ; he, however, lost no men, and only one 
wounded besides himself. 

On the 34th, the Duchess and Mar<iuis went 
out of the harbour, in order to cruise for the great 
Manilla ship; and the same day two sentinels were 
placed to keep a good look-out on the top of the 
hfll, with orders, if they saw three sail in the offing, 
to make three wafts of their colours. The same 
afternoon, the signal being made from the hill, 
all the prisoners, amounting to two hundred and 
seventy-four, being secured on board tlie bark, 
without arms, rudder, or hoat, twenty-two hands 
were left to guard them ; captain Rogers, though 
in a very weak condition, and his head and throat 
much swelled, got under sail, and continued the 
chase all night ; but he could not however get up, 
before the Marquis, which commenced the attack, 
and alone sustained the weight of the enemy's fire, 
was disabled. He instantly engaged ; the fight was 
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renewed several times, until a chert of arm^ and 
cartoach-boxes took fire, and the ships being much 
damaged, it was found necessary, considering the 
force of the enemy's ship, and the gpreat number of 
men, to cease the attack « 

After this bloody, though fruitless engagement, 
in which they lost many of their men, and captain 
Rogers was again unfortunately wounded, having 
part of his heel-bone taken off by a splinter, they 
returned to Puerto Seguro, where they spent their 
time till the 7th of January in refitting, wooding 
and watering. They had for some time been at 
short allowance of bread, but had now the satisfac- 
tion to find as much on board the Manilla ship 
they had taken, as, with what they had left of the 
old store, might be sufficient to serve them in the 
long run they were about to take across the South 
Sea. 

They now resolved to man the prize, to which 
they gave the name of thg Bachelor frigate, and 
Mr. Fry and Mr. Stratton were, after much diih 
pute, voted to command her, as cq>tains, and have 
the fiill charge of navigating the vessel, under cap* 
tain Dover ; but his office was only to see that no* 
thing should be done contrary to the interest of the 
owners, and the ship's company. They then ap- 
pointed the island of Gruam as the place of rendezr 
vous, and prepared to sail for the Eart 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Thej cross the South Sea, and reach the island of Gaam, wher« 
thej meet with an agreeable reception from the Spanish go» 
▼ernor, and purchase pro? isions. Thej afterwards touch at 
Bouton island, and from thence sail to Batavia, where the/ 
refit the vessels, and, proceeding to the Cape of Good Hope, 
return with a Dutch conroy to Europe. 

ON the 10th of January^ 1710, they weighed 
from Puerta Segnro, but did not lose sight of land 
till the 13th; they, however, continued their voy- 
age with such success, that, on the 10th of March^ 
they came within sight of Serpana and Guam, two 
of the Ladrone islands. The next day they steered 
to the latter, having been all day viewed by the 
natives in difierent proas, who passed by them with 
prodigious celerity, but could not be induced to 
come on board. They were under an absolute Ne- 
cessity of procuring a supply of provisions, espe- 
cially of bread and flour, of which they had not 
enough for fourteen days, at the shortest allow- 
smce ; it was therefore resolved, to get some of the 
inhabitants on board, and detain them as hostages, 
in case they should be obliged to send any of their 
men to the governor. They accordingly took two 
Spaniards, who hailed them, and came on board 
as they were turning into the harbour, with Spa- 
nish colours. One of these they detained by way 
of hostage, while the other was sent on shore, with 
two linguists, to carry a letter to the governor of 
the place, in which they requested the liberty of 
dealing in a peaceable manner, for provisions and 
refreshments; for which they would not only pay 
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immediately, but behave, in every other respect, 
like friends, threatening, in case of refusal, to act 
openly as enemies.. 

The next morning the Duchess's pinnace was 
sent ashore with a flag of truce, to the crew of 
which the nattYCS behaved with great cordiality, 
promising to supply them with such provisions as 
they could spare, provided the governor would 
give them leave. About noon one of the linguists 
returned, and brought with him three Spanish gen- 
tlemen, with an answer from the governor, expres- 
aiBg his readiness to accommodate them with what-* 
ever tiie island aflforded. In return to this polite 
declaration, a representative was sent from each 
diip, to wait npoa the governor, and make him a 
handsome present for his civility and readiness to 
mpply them. 

On the 16th, in the morwng, several oi the offi- 
cers went in the pinnace, to accept of an invita* 
tion they had received from the governor, to dine 
wilh him on shore. They were treated with all 
imaginable friendship and respect; two hundred 
men were drawn up in arms at their landing, and 
the officers and clergy of the islud conducted them 
jko the governor's house, which was a very haad- 
some edifice, considering where it was situated. 
They were entertained wilii at least sixty different 
dishes ; and, when they took tbeir leave, were sa- 
luted with a volley of small arms. In retam, tliey 
presMited the governor with two Negro boys, dressed 
in liveries, twenty yards of scarlet serge, and aix 
peces of cambiick, with which he aeemed ex- 
tremely pleased. 

The island of Guam ie about forty kagues round; 
the anchoring place is on the west side* and abont 






DM^ mUtiti i, lai»ik,.llJ<.JilMK 



THE NEW YORK 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 



AfTOR, LtN«X AN» 
TILDE N FeuN»AT(ONi. 




ROUND THE WORLD. tSS 

the middle is a htrge eove, with several liouses 
built after the Spanish taste, and accommodationB 
for the crew and officers of the Acapulco ship; the 
settlement being made on purpose for that ship to 
take in necessaries and refreshments, in her way to 
Manilla. There are dbont three hundred Spaniards 
in this and the neighbouring islands, and most of 
the natives are converts to their religion. They 
told captain Rogers, that they had there eight 
priests, six of whom taught school, besides perr 
forming their office as priests. They had also schools 
tanght by M ulattoes and Indians, who had learned 
the Spanish tongue, which is understood by most 
of the natives* 

The island of Guam is full of hills, dales, and 
streams of good water ; it prodnees the bread- fruit, 
cocoa-nut, and other fmit natural to the soil and 
climate, besides oranges, lemons, citrons, musk and 
water-melons, which were originaUy brought there 
by the Spaniards, The indigo plant grows wild in 
sucif abundance, that, were they industrious, they 
might make great quantities of that valuable arti- 
cle of commerce ; but being so remc^, and out of 
the way of trade, they made no use of it. They 
have plenty of cattle, but they are lean, small, and 
generally white. The hogs here make the best pork 
in the world, from their feeding almost entirely 
on cocoa-nuts and bread-fruit : and were not thtf 
Spaniards extremely slothful, they niight have most 
of the delicacies, and even superfluities of fife, of 
their own growth. 

The governor lives on the north side of the 
bland, where there is a small village and a con- 
vent ; and this is the chief settlement of the Spa- 
niards, who marry with the natives. Tliere were 
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not at that time above four Spanish women on the 
island : bnt though the people had plenty of pro- 
visions, and lived pretty much at their ease, yet 
money was so scarce among them, that they could 
not raise one thousand dollars in the whole island, 
to purchase commodities from the ships, which they 
would gladly have done. There were here about 
two hundred soldiers, who received their pay from 
Manilla by a small ship, which arrived once a year, 
and brought them clothes, sugar, rice and liquor. 

The native Indians are tall, strong, and of a dark 
olive colour ; they all go naked, except wearing ^ 
cloth before, and the women a little petticoat. The 
men are dexterous at flinging, and make use of 
pieces of clay, of an oval form, which they bum 
till it is as hard as marble: they are excellent 
marksmen, for, the Spaniards say, they seldom 
miss hitting any mark, and throw with such force^ 
as to kill a man at a considerable distance.* 

Having laid in wood and water, and each ship 
received its dividend of provisions, which. In that 
commanded by captain Rpgers, amounted to four- 
teen small bullocks, sixty hogs, ninefy-nine fowls, 
twenty-four baskets of Indian corn, fourteen bags 
of rice, forty-four baskets of yams, and eight hun- 
dred cocoa-nuts, on the 21st of March they got 
under sail, and after sufiering several storms, and 
being again apprehensive of wanting provisions, on 
the 25th of May they made Bouton, to which island 
both the Duke and Duchess sent their pinnaces, 
which soon returned with plenty of cocoa-nuts, and 
reported that the inhabitants, who spoke the Ma- 

^ See ft further account of this and the other Ladrone islands, 
in commodore Aosod*s Voyage Round the World, chap. 10 
and 11. 
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layan langnage, behaved with great civility. At 
this time tiie yessels endeayoored, in vain, to find 
ground, though the Duke sounded with a line of 
eighty fathoms, and almost run her boltsprit ashore. 
In the mean time several canoes brought fowls, 
Indian corn, cocoa-nuts, pumpkins, &c. which they 
exchanged for goods with the sailors. Some officers, 
that were sent on shore m the yawl and pinnace, 
were received by the king and his nobility in a very 
courteous manner, and promised a sufficient supply 
of all necessaries. Both his majesty and his atten-r 
dants were bare-footed, and had no other covering 
than a cloth fastened round their waists. 

After cruising round the head-lands, and sound-r 
iBg for three or four days, they cast anchor in be 
tween 90 and 40 fathoms water. The Duke's boat, 
which had been sent on shore, returned with some 
Malayans in a canoe, who had been prevailed on 
by presents to come on board ; but they were of no 
use, there being none on board either of the ships 
able to discourse with them; and captain Dover^ 
who had a linguist on board, refused to send him, 
though on so necessary an occasion ; neither could 
these people be prevailed to go on board the Ba« 
ehelor, and they were impatient to be gone, though 
Mr. Rogers treated them with sweetmeats; how-* 
ever, at parting they made signs, and pointii^ to 
the land, called out Bootoo. 

It was then determined to send Mr. Dampier, 
who was captain Rogers's pilot, attended by Mr, 
Vanburgh, Mr. Connely and the linguist, to dis- 
cover the town, and wait on the king to desire a 
supply of provisions, which they were to pay for. 
The next day messengers from the king came on 
board, with a letter from the English officers^ who 
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had been received tery courteonBly^ and promtflefl 
a Mfplj oS provisions^ iu ease they slumld eome to 
an agreement. Those on board showed the messe»* 
l^ers samples of what they had to dispose of, enter-^ 
tained and made them presents; they made the 
king a present of a Mshop's miire, which was grate^ 
fuUy accepted, and aa the messengers were going 
off, they were saluted with live gnns and three 
cheers firom each ship. 

The inhabitants now brought fowls, Indian com, 
and cocoa-ttots, to exchange with the English; but 
they held them at a high price. Two days after 
the pinnace returned from the town, with a myste* 
rious account of the proceedings on shore, and Mr. 
Dampier brought a small quantity of provisions, as 
a present to the commanders ; the two other offieera 
were left behind, to dispatch what they could agree 
fiHT. The next day several of the principal inhabi- 
tanta .came from the town with the Portuguese lin« 
guist, under the pretence of looking at the gopds» 
and carrying samples to the king, when the Englishj 
by their thus trifling, began to be afraid that they 
should get nothing from them at last, and sent the 
Dochess's pinnace to hurry away the officers as fast 
as possible, with the provisions they had already 
got, and to agree with the Portuguese linguist. 

By the 4fth of June they had got a pretty good 
supply of provisions from the country people, and 
determined to waste their time no longer in that 
place, but sail to Batavia. The next day the pin-» 
naee returned with Mr, €onnely, who informed the 
English, that the king of Pouton would have obliged 
them ta take a quantity of provisions at an extra- 
vagant price, and detained Mr, Yanburgh until the 
HMmey wa« pqid, The same day some of the nobi-« 
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Uty came with four larts of rioe and a ^ask af 
arrack, which, fbr £«patoh sake* was inimediately 
agreed for; when they were gone, the Portngtiese 
lingmst came to sell aome proTisioiis of his own, 
Imt brought no news of the English on ahore^ whidi 
raised a suspicion that the natives ha4 some iU ide- 
aign« They therefore resolved to detain him until 
thdr hoat returned; but beti^ alarmed on aceannt 
af the cool reception he met with, he gat into hia 
eanoe, and rowed awaj as fast as possible, bat was 
aoon overtaken by the yawl, when all who worked 
at the canoe jumped into the sea, but were taken 
np by the Duchess's pinnace, and the Itnguiat was 
again brought on board, where, seeing he was likely 
to be confined, he sent his c»ioe to desire the im- 
mediate dismissal of the English. On the 7th Mr, 
y anburgh and all the men returned in the pinnace, 
Inving parted very friendly with the king. Xhey 
soould not get « pilot for auy money, therefore^ 
after having dismissed the Ungnist, they began tO" 
«nmoer the ships. 

The island of Boston is situated in 5** 90' south 
latitude, and is near thirty leagues long. The in* 
Jiabitants say the king can raise 60,000 men, and 
that all the adjacent ialands aoe suhjieet to him. 
Their poverty being a sufficient aeeurity, Ihey am 
mat ainid of the Dutch. They speak the Malayan 
Janguf^, ase well made, haqre dark olive coni^ 
filexions, and bnt indftfienent featinres; they prafiess 
j&e Mi^metan relUgion^ but know little except 
hathing, abataining from hog's Aedi, and keeping a 
.nnmber of wives. No other spice gvows hece hut n 
few nutmegs. 

On the 8th of June they weighed anchor, and 
4he f (riLkniwig day came up <uHih :a vessel bound for 
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Maecft08at, a Dutch setdetnent on the south of 
Cel<^bes« The master^ who was a Malayan, agreed 
to pilot them to Batavia for a small gratuity, pro- 
vided it was kept secret from the Dutch. On the 
20th they entered the road of Batavia, and landed 
there on Wednesday, the 2l8t, by their own reck- 
oning, but on Thursday, June 2Sd, by the Dutch 
account; they having lost eighteen hours by sail- 
ing round to the westward, and the Dutch gaining 
six in going to the eastward, which makes one 
whole day, as is always the case in sailing round 
the globe. 

Two days after the commanders waited on the 
governor, who, having examined their commission 
as private ships of war, promised them all the assist* 
ance possible, but was not very exact in keeping 
his word, for it was long before they could obtain 
leave to careen their ships. On the 23d of July 
they hove down on Horn-island, where provisions 
were sold to them at an extravagant high price, 
and they could not obtain an audience of the go- 
vernor, when wanted, without bribing the secretary 
and guards. 

This island was very inconvenient to careen at, 
but they would not be permitted to do this work 
at Unherst, where the Dutch careened their ships, 
neither were the Dutch carpenters suffered to assist 
them ; so that they were obliged to make use of 
Malayan caulkers. To complete these oppressive 
measures, the government would not permit any of 
the Dutch to purchase the Marquis, which the 
officers agreed to part with ; they were, therefore, 
obliged to sell her at a low price to the first English 
bidder. 

Captain Rogers recovered his h.ealth very slowly. 
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While lie was at Batavia he had a mnsket-ball cut 
out of bis cheek, which had been mistaken for a 
part oi his jaw-bone; and several splinters were 
extracted from his heel. When he went on board, 
he found that he had been hitherto a stranger to 
the humour of the ship's company; he now saw 
them hug^ng each other, und blessing themselves 
that they were come to such a glorious place for 
punch, where they could have arrack for eight 
pence a gallon, and sugar at a penny a pound* 
They were ready to quarrel who should make the 
first bowl, for now labour was worth more thai| 
liquor, though a few weeks before, a bowl of punch 
would have been worth half the voyage.* 

On the 12th of October having laid in a supply 
of provisions, and the men and officers being fur* 
nished with such necessaries as they wanted, they 
set sail for the Cape of Good Hope, and on the 28th 
of December came to an anchor in the Cape harr 
bonr. They saluted the Dutch fort with nine guns, 
and the compliment was returned with seven. Here 
they waited for a convoy until the beginning of 
April, and on the 6th they set sail ; the whole fleet 
consisting of sixteen Dutch and nine English ships. 

During this voyage from the Cape to Holland, 
the most exact discipline was observed by the whole 
fleet, and all imaginable respect shown to the Dutch 
admiral, though he only commanded a trading ship 
belonging to the East India coApany. He was a 
man of abilities and great good nature ; he behavec} 
very respectfully to the English, oftei} ei^tertaining 
the commanders on board bis ship, 

On the 23d of July they all arrived in the Texel, 

* See a more particular accoant of Batavia io Roggewein*9 
voyage for the discofery of soathern lands. 
VOL. III. s 



130 CAPTAIN W. ROGERS'S VOYAGE, ETC. 

when the Dutch fired all their guns, and the English 
saluted the commodore and flag with several rounds. 
They weighed anchor firom the Texel on the 32d 
of September, and on the 2d of October, 1711, 
arrived safe in the Downs, having just spent thre« 
years and two months in sailing round the world, 
reckoning the day they had lost as above-men^ 
tioned. 
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CHAP. L 

Mr» Oampier sails from Virginia, arri? es at the island of Salt* 
Description of tliat island. He tlience proceeds to the Cape 
de Verde islands, and anchors at the month of Sherboroogh 
rirer in Guinea; is hospitkbly recdfed by the inhabitants. 
He proceeds to tlie Soath seas; arrifes at tlie island of Jnaa 
Fernandes, where he takes on board a Mosldto Indian, who 
hail been left there abore three /ears before. 

AFTER having distingaished himself in seve- 
ral voyages^ particularly in the South Seas, Mr. 
Dampier, while at Virginia, associated himself with 
captain Cooke, with whom he had been formerly 
acquainted, in order to cruise on the Spaniards ; 
and, on the S3d of August, set sail from Achamack 
in Virginia, for the Cape de Verde islands. In 
their passage they met with a violent storm, which 
blew with prodigious fury for above a week. How- 
ever they at length made the island of Salt; so 
called from its abounding in salt ponds, and the 
great quantities of congealed salt found there. 

The island of Salt is situated in 16 degrees north 
latitude, and in 19° 33' west longitude from the 
Lizard, and is about nine leagues in length, and 

* ^ Dampier, that rough seaman, has added more to natural 
history, than half the philosophers that went before him.' — Gold>^ 
smith. 
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about two in breadth. The soil is extremely barren, 
without trees or grass, and yet a few poor goats 
feed upon some low shrubs, which grow near the 
sea-side. There are also here a few wild fowl, 
especially the flamingo, a reddish bird, resembling 
d heron, but much larger, frequenting ponds or 
marshes, and being very shy, it is not easy to take 
them. They build their nests in the shallow parts 
of ponds or standing waters, by scraping the mnd 
together into little hillocks, which taper up two 
feet above the surface of the water, where thej 
ledve a hole td lay their eggs in, which never ex- 
deed two, and these they hatch by covering them 
with their rumps, their long legs standing in the 
water ; a position, which nature has wisely made 
easy to them, since, if they were to sit upon them, 
the weight of their bodies would break them. The 
young ones cannot fly, but run with such swiftness, 
that it is not easy to catch them ; nor do they coiae 
to their true shape and colour, until they are ten 
or eleven months old. Their flesh is lean and 

m 

black, though not ill tasted; but their tongues, 
^Irhich are very large, are esteemed great dainties. 
They generally stand in a row close together, by 
the sid^ of a pond ; and as their feathers are of a 
reddish colour, they appear, at a distance, like a 
brick wall. Mr. Dampier and two others, hiding 
themselves in the evening, near to where they re- 
sorted, killed fourteen of them : the first shot being 
made whilst they were standing, and two others as 
they rose. 

The inhabitants of the* island amounted to no 
more thaii five or six, and yet there is a governor; 
but he made a most dismal figure, for he was co- 
vered with rags : however, he came on board with 
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« present of three or four lean goats, and in return 
captain Cooke gave him a coat« This goyemor 
also sold them about twenty bushels of salt, for 
some old clothes, and then begging a little powder, 
went away extremely satisfied. One of his fol- 
lowers, unknown to him, sold a sailor on board a 
piece of false ambergris, which was of a dark co- 
lour, and very soft, but had no smelL 

From thb island they sailed to St. Nicholas, ano- 
tiier of the Cape deV erde islands, twenty-two leagues 
south-west from the former, and came to an anchor 
<m the south side* It is of a triangular form, the 
longest side to the east being SO leagues in length, 
and the other two 20 leagues each. It is moun- 
tainous and barren, but about the middle there are 
fruitful valleys, inhabited by the Portuguese, who 
have good vineyards and plantations. The inhabi- 
tants are of a dark swarthy complexion, and by 
their dress appear in but indifferent circumstances. 
However the governor and thirty-four gentlemen of 
his company, who visited 'captain Cooke, made a 
pretty good appearance, and were armed with swords 
and pistols. The governor made them a present of 
several gallons of a pale' thick wine, which in taste 
resembled Madeira. 

They staid here five or six days, to scrub their 
ship's bottom, and to get a supply of water; and 
then sailed to Mayo, another of the Cape de Verde 
islands, where they intended to have purchased some 
cows and goats : but a captain Bond, a Bristol man, 
having a short time before seized the governor, 
and some other gentlemen, who came on board in 
order to trade, and, after being paid the ransom 
demanded for them» villainously carried them off, 
the inhabitants were so justly exasperated at thii^ 
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discovered at seeing so many of his old friends, come 
on purpose to bring him off, is not to be expressed. 
He had bnilt himself a small hut, about half a- mile 
from the shore, which he had lined with goat-skins ; 
and of these he had also made his bed : a piece of 
one of them was fastened round his waist, to supply 
the want of his clothes, which had been for some 
time worn out. On his being left on shore, he had a 
knife, a gun, some powder, and a small quantity of 
shot, which, being all spent, he made a saw of his 
knife, and then sawed his gun-barrel into small 
pieces, and strengthening the iron when hot with a 
stone, and rubbing it to an edge, he made harpoons, 
a lance and fishing-hooks, by imitating what he 
had remembered of the workmanship of the English 
smiths; and indeed the Moskito Indians make all 
their instruments without either forge or anvil ; and 
with the above instruments he used to ptrike goats 
and fish, from the time that his powder was spent. 
This man's name was Will, and the other was called 
Robert; for though the Moskito Indians do not 
distinguish themselves by any names, yet they take 
it as a great favour, if the Europeans bestow one 
upon them. 

* 

CHAP. II, 

They sail from Juan Fernandez, take sereral prizeii, and proceed * 
to the Gallipagos islands ; from thetice to Cape Blanco, where 
captain Cooke Is interred. A description of cape Blanco, and 
the neighbouring country. Captain DaTis sails to the gulf of 
Amapalla, and contracts a friendship with the natlfes: its 
rupture. A description of the islands of Mangera and Amapalla. 

AFTER staying fourteen days at the island of 
Juan Fernandez, they set sail on the ^th of April, 
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1685^ in eompiny with captain Eaton^ steering to- 
xvardfl the line, off the nMNmtains of Peru«and ChilL; 
bat sailed no nearer the shore than twelye or sixteen 
leases, to prevent thor being discovered by the 
Spaniards. 

On the Si of May captain £aton took a prize 
laden with timber ; and, on the 19th, they came, to 
an anchor off the islands of Lobos de la Mar.* 
Having reason to believe they were discovered by 
the Spaniards, and that they would consequently 
keep all their richest ships in poi;t, it was agreed to 
aaake a descent upon Tmzillo, a populous city, dx 
miles from the port of Guanehagno; but the next 
day some of the men descrying two vessels to the 
west, without the istands, and one between an island 
and the continent, they gave them chase ; captain 
Cooke's ship pursued that towards the continent, 
and captain Eaton the other two. They were soon 
token, and found to be laden with flonrfrom Grua- 
nehagno to Panama ; one of them had a letter from 
the viceroy of Lima to the president of Panama, 
informing him, that having notice of some enemies 
lately come into those seas, he had immediately 
dispatched these three ships to supply his wants. 
They were at the same time informed by the pri« 
soners, that the people of Truxillo were erecting a ^ 
fort near the harbour of Guanehagno, upon which * 
they TeM)lved to lay aside the design of attacking 
that place, and steered with their prizes to the 
islands of Gallipagos;t and at night came to an 
anchor on the east side of one of the easternmost 
islands. 

* See a description of these Islands in captain Rogers's royage. * 
f Far* a parCicalar accoant of the Gallipagos islands, see 
Woodes Rogers's voyagf ronod the world. 

VOL. IJJ. ' T 
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After a stay of twelve days among these islands, 
one of the Indian prisoners, a native of Rio Leja, 
having given an ample acconnt of the riches of that 
place, and offering his service to conduct them thi- 
ther, it was resolved to take his advice, and they 
set sail on the 12th of June ; but the fair weather 
and light winds, led them by the beginning of Jnly 
to cape Blanco, on the continent of Mexico ; so 
called from two white rocks, half a mile from the 
cape, which are high, steep and taper, and resemble 
two lofiy towers. The cape itself juts out with steep 
rocks to the sea; but having an easy descent on 
both sides, from the flat on the top, which is covered 
with tall trees, it aflfords a very agreeable prospect. 
On the north-west side of the cape is Caldera-bay^ 
into which a rivulet of fresh water discharges itself 
through the low lands: these are very rich, and 
abound .in lofty trees, that extend a mile to the 
north-east bay, where the savannahs begin, and run 
several leagues into the country, being covered with 
a sweet, thick and long grass, and beautified with 
small groves, which are interspersed through the 
plains. Deeper into the bay, the low lands are 
stored with mangroves; but farther* into the conn- 
try, the land rises higher, and consists partly of 
woods, and partly of hilly savannahs. But in these 
woods the trees are much smaller than the others^ 
and the grass of the savannahs inferior to the former. 

Before they reached the above cape, captain 
Cooke, who had been very ill ever since his depar- 
ture from Juan Fernandez, died ; and, as in a few 
hours after they came to an anchor near the mouth 
of the above-mentioned rivulet, the body was im- 
mediately carried on shore, under a guard of twelve 
armed men : but while they were busy in digging 
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hiB gmt, three Spanish Indians came to them^ 
asking several impertinent qaestions, which the 
others answered as they thought proper, and kept 
them in discourse till they foond an opportunity of 
seizing them, hat one of them escaped out of their 
hands, and the other two being carried on boards 
confessed that they were sent thither as spies, from 
Nicoya, a small town at twelve or fonrteen leagues 
distance, seated on the banks of a river of the same 
name, which being a place very convenient for 
building and refitting of ships, the president of 
Panama had sent advice thither of the English 
being in those seas. 

From these men they learned, that the uihabi<r 
tants of the country lived chiefly by tilling their 
grounds for com, and feeding their cattle in the 
savannahs or plains: that they sent their ox-hides 
to the north-sea, by the lake of Nicaragua, and 
also a red kind of wood, used for dyeing, which 
they exchanged there for linen and woollen com- 
modities, brought thither from Europe. They 
added, that at a small distance was a large pen of 
homed cattle, where they might provide themselves 
with as many cows and bulls as they wanted. 

Upon this agreeable intelligence, twenty-four of 
the ship's crew were immediately dispatched, in 
two boats, and, under the conduct of one of the 
Indians, landed at a place a league from the ship ; 
when hauling their boats upon the dry sand, they 
were conducted by their guide, until they came to 
the pen, which was in a large savannah, two miles 
from the boats, where, finding a great number of 
bulls and cows feeding, some were for killing three 
of them immediately; but were opposed by the rest, 
who alleged, that they had better stay there aU 
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night, and in the morning' kill as many as they 
wanted. Upon which Mr. Dampier, and eleven 
more, thought fit to return on board, which they 
did, without the least opposition; but those who 
staid had soon reason to repent their rashness ; for 
at break of day, when they were preparing to 
drive away as many cattle as they wanted, they 
found themselves boset by fifty or sixty Spaniards, 
lying in ambush among the bushes, who discharged 
several shots at them ; they made a retreat, in ex* 
pectation of getting to their boat, but when they at 
last came to the place where they had left it, they, 
to their great confusion, found it in flames, while 
the Spaniards, who kept at a distance, mocked at 
their distress. In this perplexing situation, they 
waded to a rock, where^ they were pretty sure of 
not being surrounded; and remained there seven 
or eight hours, in great danger of being swallowed 
up by the sea, which flowed in upon them apace. 
Meanwhile those on board, every minute expected 
their return; but hearing nothing of them, by four 
o'clock in the afternoon, ten men were sent in a 
canoe in search of them^ who no sooner reached 
the place where they had landed before, than they 
found their comrades standing upon the rocks, up 
to the iniddle in water ; and, as the tide was still 
coming in, they must have infallibly perished, had 
the canoe come but an hour later, but they were 
now brought safe on board. 

In this bay they afterwards seized two canoes. 
The people here have no riiips or barks, and as 
there is scarcely any fish, they have no instruments 
for fishing. The English also provided themselves 
with a good quantity of lance-wood, which grows 
straight, like an ash-tree, and being very haid and 
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toagli, tbey made tkem iato seouring-iodB for their 
gvns, and haadlei or staves for oars. 

On tbe 19th of July, Mr. Edward Davis was 
appointed captaii^ in the room of captain Cooke, 
deceased; and the next day sailed, in company with 
captain Eaton, towards Rio Leja, which is easily 
discovered at sea, on account of a very high bum^ 
ing monntain, called Volcano Yejo, which may be 
seen at twenty leagues distance. Being in sight of 
this volcano, they made towards the harbour, and 
jthen setting out their canoes, steered up to the 
tow9, and, by nine o'clock in the morning, disco- 
vered a house, and soon after, three men going into 
a canoe, on the inside of an island, which is a mile 
in length, and incloses the harbour ; but though 
these Indians made what haste they could, in row- 
ing to the continent, the English overtook them, 
and carried them back to the island ; at the same 
time, they observed a man on horseback, on the 
continent, riding full speed towards the town. 
These men frankly confessed, that they had been 
placed on the island, by the governor of Rio Leja, 
to keep watch day and night, in order to give no- 
tice if they should see the Edglish; and that the 
horseman was placed upon the same account, on 
the continent, within an hour's riding of the town. 
Therefore, finding themselves discovered, the horse- 
man being gone three hours, before Eaton and his 
canoes reached the island; their design on the town 
was, for the present, laid aside, and the men pre- 
pared to return on board. 

A consultation being now h'eld, it was resolved 
to steer for the gulf of Amapalla; and captain Davis, 
entering it with two canoes, m order, if possible, 
p> get some prisoners, and obtain intelligence, he 



142 CAPfAIN WILLIAM DAMPIER'S V0TA6E 

came in the night to Mangera, and, as soon as it 
was morning, pereeiying many canoes hanled up 
in a bay, he landed there, and fell into a path 
which soon led him to the town ; but the inhabi- 
tants had no sooner notice of his coming, tfian they 
all ran into the woods, except an old priest, and 
two Indian boys, his attendants. Captain Davis^ 
making them prisoners, brought them down to the 
sea side, and obliged them to conduct him to the 
island of Amapalla ; being landed, he marched to a 
town on the top of a hill, when the inhabitants^ 
seeing them advance, would have fled into the 
woods, had they not been prevented by the chief 
magistrate's secretary, who, notwithstanding his 
being an Indian, could read and write Spanish, 
and yet was an enemy to the Spaniards ; this perr 
son having represented to them, that the English 
were friends, who craved their assistance against 
their common oppressors, they bid captain Davis 
and his men welcome, who, after the first saluta^ 
tions, marched with them towards the church, vrith 
the priest brought by captain Davis at their head. 
It is observable, that in all the Indian towns in 
general, the church is the only place where mat- 
ters of a public nature are transacted. The church 
serves both for their consultations and diversions^ 
for there are laid up, fheir masks, antick habits, 
hautboys, strumstrums, and other musical instru- 
ments. The strumstrum is an instrumen^^formed of 
the half of a gourd, the hollow of which is covered 
with a thin board, over which are laid strings, and 
it has some resemblance to the soimd of a cithern. 
Here they meet to make merry on the night pre- 
ceding any holyday or festival, where they dance, 
sing an4 play, with antick dresses and gestores; 
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bat both their nrasic and mirth haye a melancholy 
air, which is not nnsiiitable to the yoke they groan 
nnder. 

But to retam : captain Dayis and his company 
intended, as soon as they were all got into the 
church, to prevail on the Indians to lend him their 
assistance against the Spaniards; even the priest 
had promised to contribute to this, by his good 
offices ; and he was now upon such good terms with 
the people, that it seemed impossible things should 
take an unfavourable turn. But just as a few of 
the remaining Indians were entering the church, 
one of his men, who was a little more hasty than 
the rest, pushing an Indian, who went slowly t>e-> 
fore him, in order to make him proceed faster, the 
poor man was so frightened, that he sprang away 
with all possible speed, and the rest taking the 
alarm, followed him, so that captain Davis and the 
priest were left in the church by themselves ; and 
the captain, being an entire stranger to the cause 
of this confusion, rashly ordered his men to fire on 
the fugitives, which entirely broke off his corres- 
pondence with these people, his best friend, the 
secretary, being killed. 

In the afternoon of the same day the ships coming 
to an anchor near the island of Amapalla, captain 
Davis and his men took the priest on board, who 
told them, that since the secretary was killed, they 
had no other way left than to send for the cacique, 
which the priest having done, he came attended 
by six more Indians, who coming on board, were 
received in a very friendly manner; and, as they 
staid on board all the time the ships were in 
the gulf, proved extremely serviceable, both in 
piloting them to places where they had plenty of 
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wood, water and cattle, and in cordially amiting 
them to the utmost of their power ; in return, they 
were presented with some trifles, on which they set 
a high value, and were fully satisfied at their de- 
parture. 

The gulf of Amapalla is a large branch df the 
0ea, which runs for eight or ten leagues into the 
country; on the south of it is Cape Caswina, and 
on the north-west side St. Michael's Mountan, at 
the foot of which is a low plain, a mile in length ; 
and between these low grounds and Point Caswina 
are two islands, at the distance of twelve miles from 
each other. The southernmost, called Mangera, is 
high and round, two leagues in circuit, and on all 
ndes inclosed with rocks, except to the north-east, 
where there is a small sandy creek. It produces 
very lofty trees, and has a town in the middle, in 
which is a handsome Spanish church. The inhabi- 
tants, who are Indians, have a few plantations of 
maize and plantanes. The only tame fowls they 
have are cocks and hens, and they have no other 
beasts but cats and dogs. Amapalla is much larger 
tljan the other island, and has two towns that are 
about two miles asunder, the largest of which stands 
on a small plain on the top of a hill, and has a 
handsome church. The other town has also a new 
church. 

Amapalla produces plenty of maize, large hog- 
plums, and a few plantanes ; they have also some 
fowls. No Spaniard lives there except a priest, 
who takes care of the two villages, and oi^ the town 
in the island or Mangera. As the peojde have little 
or no money, they pay their tribute in maize to the 
governor of St. Michael's-town, which is situated 
at the foot of St. Michaers-moant, and the priest 
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has his tenths in all the produce. In this gulf are 
man J other islands, which are uninhabited; one 
that is pretty large belongs to a monastery, and four 
or £ve Indians look after the cattle that are fed 
there in great numbers. 



CHAP. in. 

They sail to the island of Plata, descrfptioo of it j then steer to 
Point St. Helena, return and land at Manta; a description of 
thf! country. The town of Paita taken and burned. GuaiaquU 
attacked, but without success. 

ON the 3d of September captain Davis sailed out 
of the gulf, through the channel between Mangera 
and the island of AmapalUi after haying set the 
priest on shore, and left the cacique and his atten- 
dants in possession of one of the prizes, half full of 
flour. On the 20th of the same month they came 
to an anchor near the island of Plata. 

This island, which is situated in i"^ 10' south la^ 
titude, is about four miles in length, and one and a 
half in breadth. It in pretty high, and surrounded 
with rocky clifis, except in one place on the east 
side, where a fresh water torrent falls down from 
the rocks. The top is flat and plain, and produces 
three or four sorts of small trees, unknown in Europe^ 
that are overgrown with moss. But though in the 
beginning of %he year it has pretty good grass, it 
has no land animals to feed on it ; the vast number 
of goats which used \o be here formerly being all 
destroyed. However, there are many boobies and 
men of war birds,. and near the shore are great 
plenty of mall turtle. The place for anchorage is 
on the east side^ close to the shore, within two 

VOL. 111. V 
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cable lengths of a sandy bay. It is said to have 
obtained the name - of La Plata from sir Francis 
]>rake bringing thither the Cacafiiego, and diyi- 
ding among his men the plate found in that rich 
prize. 

After remaining one day here they steered to 
Point St. Helena, which appears high and flat, like 
an island, it being surrounded with low grounds^ 
and covered on the top with thistles. It forms a 
large dnd safe bay on the north side, on the shore 
of which stands a wretched village, aho called St. 
Helena, inhabited by Indians; but the soil being 
sandy and barren, they have neither trees, grass, 
com tior fruit, except water-melons, which are 
here very good. They are obliged to bring their 
fresh water from the river Calanche, which is at 
four leagues distance, at the bottom of the bay. 
They live chiefly on fish, and are supplied with 
maize for algatrane, a bituminous substance, so 
called by the Spaniards, which issues out of the 
earth above high-water mark, and by long boiling 
becomes hard like pitch, and answers the same pur- 
poses. In the night time, some of the men being 
dispatched to take possession of the village, landed 
early in the morning, took some prisoners and a 
small barl(, which had been set on fire by the in- 
habitants, who alleged, that they had done it by 
special order from the viceroy. 

The men returning back the same evening, imme- 
diately steered again to the island of Plata, where 
they anchored on the 26th of September, and in- 
stantly some of them were sent to M anta, a small 
village on the continent, seven or eight leagues from 
the island of Plata, and two or three leagues west 
of Cape Lorenzo, inhabited by Indians. They landed 
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at day-break, within a mile and a half of the vil- 
lage; but the inhabitants being already stirring, 
took the alamij and all of them abandoned the 
town, except two old women, who, being taken 
prisoners, declared that the viceroy, on receiving 
intelligence that an enemy had entered the .South 
Seas, ordered the ships to be hurried, th^ goats in 
the island of Plata to be 4cstroyed, and, that np 
more provisions should be kep( there than were 
necessary for their present use« 

The Village of Manta is situated on an easy ascent, 
and though it consists only of mean and scattered 
buildings, afibrds a very agreeable prospect from 
the sea* It was formerly inhabited by the Spaniards, 
and has a very h^andspme church, adorned with 
carved work^ The soil is dry and sandy, producing 
neither corn nor roots, and only a few shrubs. The 
inhabitants ar# supplied yith necessaries by the 
ships from Panama aifd Lim*, this being the first 
place at which they touch; aQ4 between the town 
and the sea ;there is an excellent «pri|ig of water. 
At the back of the village, at some distance in the 
country, is a very high mountain, which rises in the 
form of a sugar-loaf. Opposite the village, abput a 
mile and a half from the shore, there is a dangerous 
rock« which never appears above water ; but after 
passing it, ships have a secure anchorage at eight 
or ten fathoms. 

They returned the next day to the island ^f Plata, 
and, being uadetemuDed what eouirse to take, re- 
mained there until the 2d of October, when they 
were joined by the Cygnet of London, commanded 
by captain Swan, a rich ship, which was designed 
to trade on that coast, and now came to anchor in 
the same road. Mr. Swan being disappointed ip 
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his hopes of trade, his men had forced him to take 
a party of buccaneers on board, who had travelled 
over the isthmus of Darien, under the command rf 
captain Peter Harris, There were now three vessels 
togrether, for captain Harris had a small bark given 
to him, and the men wished for nothing so much 
as to meet with captain Eaton; for they imagined 
that with such a force they might be able to under- 
take an expedition of some consequence ; the bark 
was, therefore, dispatched in search of him, with a 
letter, inviting him to share the fortunes of these 
three adventurers; but he had lately quitted those 
seas, and, they supposed, steered for tlie East Indies, 
a design he had long intended to put in execmtion. 
About this time they took a prize of four hundred 
tons, laden with timber, bound from Guaiaquil to 
Lima; they learned from the people on board, that 
the viceroy of Peru was fitting out ten frigates 
against them; but though this news gave them 
some concern, it did not prevent their making a 
descent on Paita.* Early in the morning of the 3d of 
October, they landed a hundred and ten men four 
miles south of Paita, where they took some pri- 
soners, who had been left on guard, and who in- 
formed them that the governor of Paita was coming 
to the assistance of the tovm with a hundred men ; 
but, notwithstanding this intelligence, the English 
attacked the fort, and took it with little opposition. 
However, on entering the town, they found thi|t the 
inhabitants had carried off their money, goods and 
provisions. The same evening the ships anchored a 
mile from the shore ; but though the English cap- 
tains offered to spare the town for three hundred 

* See an account of the takiug and barning of Paita, vrith a de. 
scription of the town aud country, in Anson's voyage. 
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sacks of flour, three thousand poands of sugar, 
twent j'five . jars of wine, and a thousand jars of 
water, yet these moderate conditions were slighted, 
and, therefore, after keeping possession of it for 
six days, they set it on fire. 

On the 10th of November, at night, they weighed 
from Faita, and taking the benefit of a land-breeze, 
steered towards the island of Lobos de la Mar, and 
on the 14th touched at Lobos de la Terra, where 
some of the men landing the following day, killed 
a number o£ boobies, penguins and seals, which 
were a seasonable refreshment, they having been 
without flesh of any sort for a long time. On the 
19th they arrived at Lobos de la Mar,* where the 
Moskito men on board caught a great number of 
turtle; and, having taken some planks on board, 
which they had got out of a prize, and formerly 
left there, it was resolved to attack GuaiaquiL 

On the 29th, in the morning, they set sail for the 
bay of Guaiaquil, which is situated between Cape 
Blanco to the south, and Point Chandy to the north; 
at the bottom of this lies a small island, called St. 
Clara. As they had formerly a design against the 
town of Guaiaquil, they left their ships at Cape 
Blanco, and steering with a bark and some canoes 
to the island of 8t. Clara, from thence proceeded in 
two canoes to Point Arena, where the next day they 
took some of the fishermen of Puna, and afterwards 
the town. The next ebb they took a bark coming 
from Guaiaquil, laden with Quito cloth, the master 
of which told them there were three barks full of 
N^Toes coming with the next tide. Having em- 
barked all their men in canoes, except five left on 

* See a description of these islands iu captain Rogers's yoyage| 
chap. ill. 
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board the bark, they rowed towards ^uaiaqual; but 
their canoes being heavy laden, the day broke wheA 
they were within two leagues of the town, on which 
they concealed themselves in an adjacent creek, 
sending one of the canoes to the bark which was left 
near Puna, with orders not to fire until the next 
day. But before the canoe could reach the bark 
with this order, the two canoes, filled with Negroes, 
eoming out of the harbour with the evening tide, 
came within sight of the English bark, which fired 
three guns at them. The firing of these guns threw 
the English in the canoes into great consternation, 
who imagined that the townsmen had -taken the 
alarm, whence some were for advancing imme- 
diately to the town, and others £br returning to the 
ship ; but, as the ebb-tide hindered them from ad- 
vancing, captain Davis, with fifty of his men, re- 
solved to march to the place by land ; the rest ima- 
gining the enterprise impracticable, remained .in 
the creek to see the issue. When captain Davis 
and his men had been gone about four hours, they 
were almost choaked among the mangrove woods 
which grow in the marshes, and returned without 
being able to advance far on their way to the town. 
It was then resolved to row up in sight of Guaiaqoil, 
and, if they found themselves discovered, to retire 
without making any attempt; proceeding therefore 
through the north-east channel, they arrived in the 
night within sight of the place, when, on the dis- 
charge of a musket, they perceived the whole town 
filled with lights, and as there was but one seen 
before, this was taken as an infallible sign of their 
being discovered ; but it being alleged, that these 
lights were used by the Spaniards on the nights 
befpre holydays, and that the next day was a fe$^ 
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tival, some of the people upbraided captain Swan 
and the rest with cowardice. Upon this they land- 
ed at a place two miles from ihe^ town, but it being 
overrun with woods, they were unable to proceed 
in the dark, and therefore waited until day-Kght. 
They had an Indian guide, who was led by a cord 
by one of captain Davis's men, who seemed the 
most forward ; but perhaps beginning to repent his 
rashness, he cut the rope with which the guide 
was tied, and thus let him escape into the town^ 
erying out, after he was gone, that somebody had 
cut the rope ; so that after having searched m vain 
for the guide, it was unanimously resolved to de- 
aist* However, they landed on the opposite bank, 
after day-break, where there were several homed 
cattle, and killed a cow, without receiving the 
least molestation from the town; 

On the 9th of December they returned to Puna, 
and in their way seized upon the two barks before- 
mentioned, with one thousand lusty Negroes on 
board, oat of which number they chose about sixty, 
mid left the rest behind with the barks ; though 
Mr. Dampier supposes, that if they had carried 
^m all to St. Maria, on the isthmus of Darien, 
they might, with the assistance of the natives, and 
the English and French privateers, that wouM 
have come to them from all parts of the West- 
Indies, )\aye not only maintained themselves there, 
in spite of all the power of Spain, but have ex- 
tended their conquests to^ the rich gold mines of 
Quito. 

^ Gaaiaqnil was afttpwards actually taken by captain Woodet 
Rogers, who gires a description of it, and of the adjacent conn* 
try. See his Voyage round the World, chap. It. 
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CHAP, iv: 

ThejFAter ttie bay of Paimwu A daacripiovof Ob learosmst,. 
and of the r«d and white cottcm and cabiia§6b.trees4 They soil 
up the rirer St Jago, and afterward* to the island of Gallo, 
and firom thence up the river Tomaco ; wait among the Pearl 
idand» for the Plate-fleet, iti their passage from Lima. A de- 
scffq^tiott of Ule King's, ov Pearl. isIaaA, and of Panama* 



ON the ISA of Theewbepibty set 8ail> and i]» 
three days arrived at the island ik Flata^ imetiii;^ 
in their passage ^ith the baric they had dii^tidieA 
in search of captain Eaton ; aad ham^ talen ins 
fresh water on tha oontineirtj they dkeeted tiBeir. 
course to La¥elia^ a; towa in the bay o£ Pananou 
The next morning they passed m sight oC Cape: 
Fassao^ a round* high pointy dividfcd in- l^e middle, 
bare towards the sea» but. covered with frttil^tneai 
to the landnside. Between this and Cape St» Vtmm^ 
CISCO, they observed abundeAee of small points^ iiilt 
pf trees of several, kinds^ which inclose so manjr 
mndy creehs. As their design was to look ini». 
Mine nver, unfrequented by tha Spaniarda^ itasearek 
of canoes^ they endeavaured.to make* the rivertiff 
St. Jago, on account of i)t» neanmserto* the idand; 
of Galloy in which there ie* mmh gold> and safe 
anchorage for ships* Thia rivets which irlarge and 
navigable, divides itself^aboul; seven leagues up ini 
the country, into two branches^r whieh indose an: 
island four leagues in circumference, and mna 
through a very rich soil, that produces all sorts of 
trees, usually found in this climate, especially red 
and white-cotton and cabbage-trees^ of the largest 
kind. 
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The white cotton-tree is much taller than the 
oak, and the trunk straight, without any branches, 
lintil near the top, where they are very strong. 
The hark is extremely smooth, and the leaves, 
which are of the size of those of a plum- tree, are 
of a dark green, oval, smooth, and jagged at the 
ends. These fall off in April, and in a week's time 
are succeeded by fresh ones ; and it is remarkable, 
that the trunks are not always thickest near the 
roots. These trees produce cotton, which falls to 
the ground in November and December, but is not 
so substantial as that of the cotton-shrub, but rather 
like the down of thistles ; whence the people in the 
West Indies do not think it worth gathering, though 
in the East Indies it is used for stuffing pillows. 
The red cotton-tree is somewhat less, but in other 
respects resembles the former, only it produces no 
cotton, and its wood is hard, though both are some- 
what spongy. They are found in fat grounds, not 
only on the coast of the South Sea, but in the East 
and West Indies. 

The cabbage-tree is the tallest in these woods, 
some being one hundred and twenty feet high. It 
has branches no where but near the top, where 
they sprout out to the length of twelve or fourteen 
feet ; they are of the thickness of a man's arm, and 
are covered with long slender leaves, in such regu- 
lar order, that, at a distance, they appear only as 
one leaf. In the midst of the highest branches 
shoots forth the cabbage, which is a foot in length, 
of the thickness of a man's leg, as white as milk, 
and is very sweet and wholesome. As this tree dies 
after its head is gone, they cut it down before they 
gather the fruit. Between the cabbage and the 
larger branches sprout forth many small twigs, two 

VOL. III. X 
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feet l^ng, and veiy close together ; at the extremi- 
tied of which ^ow bard tosmd berries, of the size 
of a cherry, which oiice a year fall ffom the tree^ 
^d are excellent food for h<^. The trank i^ 
from top to bottom, full of round rings, half a foot 
asunder > the bark is thin and brittle, the wood 
hard and black, with a white pith in the middle. 

As the coast and country of Lima has continual 
dry weather, so this part of Peru is seldom without 
rain, which, witli the thickness of the woods, havei 
in all probability, prevented the Spaniards making 
any considerable discoveries on this coast ; besides, 
they Iiave been intimidated by the bravery of the 
inhabitants, who entertain a mortal hatred against 
the Spaniards; and whoever attempts to row up 
the river's mouth, lies exposed to their ambuscades 
on each side ; and they are such marksmen with 
their arrows, that they seldom miss their aim« 
The chief food of these people is' maize and plan-^ 
tanes. 

However, Mr. Dampier, with some others, in 
fDUr canoes, ventured to row six leagues up the 
rlyer,where they discovered two small huts, thatched 
with palmetto-leaves, where they found only some 
fowls, a few plantanes, and a hog, seemingly of 
European breed, which they dressed, and fed upon 
very heartily; for the Indians, s^eein^ them approach, 
got into their canoes, with their wives, childrea 
and goods, and paddled away against the streami 
much faster than the Engli^ could row, on ac^ 
count of their keeping near the bank. On the op^ 
posite side they saw many other huts, at the dis- 
tance of a league ; but the curr^it being very ra* 
pid, they did not care to venture any farther up : 
sthey therefore returned the next morning to the 
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rtver'8 mouthy in order to sail to the itHvii of GaUo, 
where their shtpe were ttattoned. 

Gallo is a small umnhahited islandj Mated in a 
qpacioos bay three leases f n>m the river Tomaco, 
amd four leagues and a half from an Indian village 
of the same name* It is pretty high, well stored 
with timber-trees, and at the north-eaat end is a 
good sandy bay, near which ie a fine spring of 
fresh water. The river Tomaco, which is supposed 
to rise among the rieh mountains of Q^t<>i ^^ ^^ 
hanks well peopled by the Indians, and some Spa* 
niards, who traffic with them for goM, but is so 
shallow at the entrance, that only barks can enter 
It This river is five leagues from that of St. Jago^ 
and leaving the latter, they sailed thither. In their 
way they saw an Indian house, seized the whole 
family, rowed forward, and came at twelve at night 
to Tomaco, where they seized upon all the inhabir 
tants, among whom was Don Diego de Pinas, 
Spanbh knight, who came thither to lade timber; 
but they found nothing in the ship that brought 
him, but thirteen jars of wine, which they took 
oat, and then set the vessel adrift. The same day 
three Indians came on board in a canoe, ^ho were 
straight and well limbed, but of a low stature, with 
Mack hair, long visages, and dark complexion, 
with small eyes and noses* 

On the Slst of December, several of the men, whq 
had been seven or eight leagues up the river, re- 
turned in their •canoes, and brought with them 
several ounces of gold they had found in a Spanish 
house, whence the people had fled, 

On the Ist of January, 1685, when they were 
going in their canoes from Tomaco towards Gallo, 
they took a Spanish packet-boat, sent with dis^ 
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patches from Panama to Lima, by mrhich they 
learned, that the armada, being arrived from Spain 
at Porto-bello, waited for the Plate-fleet from Lima, 
which made them alter their resolution of going to 
Lavelia ; instead of which, it was resolved to ren- 
dezvous among the King's or Pearl islands, by 
which all the ships bound to Panama from the 
coast of Lima must necessarily pass. Accordingly 
they sailed on the 7th of January, and the next 
day took a ship of ninety tons, laden with flour, 
and continuing their voyage, with a gentle gale 
from the south, anchored, on the 9th, on the west 
nde of Gorgona.* 

On the 13th they pursued their voyage to the 
King's islands, and on the ^th, this small squa- 
dron, consisting of two stout ships, a fire-ship, the 
prize, of ninety tons, and two tenders, came into 
a deep well-inclosed channel, at the north end of 
St. Paul's islaqd, which is a convenient place for 
careening. 

The King's, or Pearl islands, are pretty nume* 
reus, and are low and woody. They are seven 
leagues from the nearest part of the continent, and 
twelve from Panama : but though they have ob- 
tained the name of Pearl islands, the author could 
never see a pearl-oyster near them, The northern- 
most of these, called Pachea, or Pacheque, is a 
small island, eleven or twelve leagues fropi Panama, 
and St. Paul's lies more to the south : the rest, 
though larger, have no particular names. Some of 
them are planted with rice, bananas and plantanes, 
by the Negroes who belong to the inhabitants of 
Panama. These islands lie so close together, that 

* See a description of this island In Woodes Rogen^s royage, 
cbap. It. 
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channels are only safiicient to admit boats ; 
bat between them and the contment the channel is 
of a moderate depth, and seven or eight leagues 
broad. 

Having cleansed their barks at St. Paul's island, 
they Bent them to cruise towards Panama, and four 
days after they returned with a prize, laden with 
maize, Indian com, a sort of beef, and fo>vls. This 
prize came from Lavelia, a large town seated on 
the bank of a river, on the north side of the bay 
of Panama. In the harbour where they careened, 
they found abundance of oysters, muscles, limpets 
and clams, which last are shell-fish, that stick so 
close to the rocks, that there is no other way of 
getting them out, than by opening them where 
they grow. They also met with some pigeons and 
turtle-doves. 

Having careened the ships, and taken in a fresh 
supply of wood and water, they sailed from among 
these islands on the 18th of February, and anchored 
in the great channel between them and the conti- 
nent. The next day they cruised in the channel 
towards Panama, about which the shore appears 
very beautiful, by its being interspersed with small 
woods and hills« Besides, about a league from the 
continent, several small islands appear in view, 
partly covered with trees ; and on the other side of 
the channel, the Ring's islands afK>rd a delightful 
prospect. 

On the 18th they anchored directly opposite to 
Old Panama, once a famous city; but the greatest 
part of it being laid in ashes by sir Henry Morgan, 
it was never rebuilt. About four leagues from the 
ruins of this place stands New Panama, a very 
handsome city, in a spacious bay of the same name. 
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into which run several loag navigable rivers, some 
of which are not without gold. It has a view of 
many pleasant islands, and the country . about it 
affords a delightful prospect at sea, from the variety 
ci the adjacent hills, valleys, gjoves and plains. 
The houses are for the most part of brick, i|nd 
pretty lofty, especially the churches, monasteries, 
president's house, and other public stnictnres, 
which, Mr. Dampier says, make the best show of 
any buildings he ever saw in those parts. It is en<* 
compassed with a high stone wall, on which are 
mounted a considerable number of guns, that were 
formerly planted on the land side, but now they 
are planted towards the sea. This city carries on 
a great trade, being the staple for all goods, to and 
from every part of Peru and Chili. Besides, every 
three years, when the Spanish galleons go to Portor 
bello, the Plate-fleet arrives with the king's plate, 
and that which belongs to the merchants of Pana^* 
ma, whence it is carried on mules by land to Porto* 
beilo. 

Panama is seated in a healthy air, having the 
benefit of the sea wind from ten or eleven in the 
morning, until eight or nine o'clock at night ; and 
the land wind, from nine until the morning. Be<^ 
aides, Panama is seldom troubled with fogs, nor is 
the veet season, which holds from May till Novem- 
her, so excessive at Panama 9s on the other side of 
the bay, though it is severe enough in the montha 
<of June, July and August, at which time the nker- 
chants of Peru, who are used to an air that is con- 
stantly serene, and without rains or foge, cut oflT 
their hair to preserve them from fevers. 
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CHAP. V. 

• 

A description of the island of Tobago, and of the mammee-treo* 
They narrowly escape being destroyed by a pretended mer. 
clltnt ship. Are joined by other buccaoMrs, and sail to Porto 
Fioos* The island of Chepelio described, with an account of 
the sapadillo-tree, the avogato-pear, the mammee-sapota and 
8tar.apple. The river and town of Cheapo described, and an 
■nsnccessfnl attempt made against the Spanish fleet. 

ON the 20th of March, they anchored within a 
league of the three Perico island^i which are small 
and rocky, and the next day took another prize, 
hiden with beef, hogs, fowls and salt, from Lavelia^ 

0& the 34th they stood orer to the island of To-» 
bago, in the same bay, six leagues south of Panama, 
a small rocky and steep island, three miles in length, 
and two in breadth, except on the north side, where 
it has an easy ascent, and as the soil is good up t^ 
the middle of the mountains, it produces abundance 
of fruit, as plantanes and bananas ; and near the 
sea-side cocoa and mammee-trees. These last are 
large and straight, being sixty or seventy feet high, 
without knots, or even boughs ; but at the top some 
small branches sprout out, thick and close toge* 
ther. The frait, which is round, and of the size of 
a large quince, is eoverecl with a rind that is at first 
grey, and before it is ripe is brittle ; but when at 
tnatarity grows yellow, peels with ease, and changes 
to the colour of a carrots The ripe fruit smells and 
tastes well, and has two rough stones in the middle, 
of the ttze ai a large almond. 

The south- west side cf Tobago is corered wfth 
trees and fire-wood, and on the north side a clear 
spring of fresh water falls from the mountaina into 
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the sea, near which formerly stood a considerable 
town, with a handsome church; but the greatest 
part of it has been destroyed by the buccaneers; 
farther towards the west lies a small town called 
Tobagilla. 

While they lay at anchor before Tobagilla, they 
were in great danger of being destroyed by a pre- 
tended merchant of Panama, who, under the colour 
of trading privately with them, instead of bringing 
in the night, according to agreement, his bark laden 
with merchandize, advanced pretty near them in a 
fire-ship, when some of the men, more suspicious 
than the rest, ordered her to come to an anchor; 
but on her not instantly obeying, they fired into 
her, which so terrified the Spaniards, that imme- 
diately setting her on fire, they jumped into their 
canoes, and the English were obliged to cut their 
cables, to escape the danger. At the same time cap- 
tain Swan, who lay at the distance of a mile at 
anchor, saw a small float, with only one man on it, 
sailing towards his ship ; but shortly after it dis- 
appeared. This he supposed to be combustible 
materials, made up in order to be fastened his rud- 
der, as it had before happened to captain Sharpe, 
near Coquimbo; and that the fellow, thinking him- 
self discovered, had not the courage to prosecute 
his enterprise. Captain Swan, however, also thought 
fit to cut his cables, and to keep under sail all night. 
The above engines are said to have been contrived 
by Mr. Bond, who formerly deserted from them te 
the Spaniards, without whose assistance they could 
not have fitted out the fire-ship ; it being almost 
impossible to conceive the ignorance of the Spa- 
niards in the South Seas, especially in maritime 
a&irs. 
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Ote the 28thj in the morning, while they were 
hasy in recoyering their anchors, they discovered a 
fleet of canoes to pass between Tobagilla and the 
other island, who proved to be English and French 
privateers, that had lately crossed from the North 
Sea over the Isthmus of Darien« This fleet con* 
tained two hundred and eighty men, two hundred 
of whom were French, and the remainder English- 
men ; the English were taken on board by captain 
Davis, and the French were put in the prize they 
had taken laden with floury under the command of 
a Frenchman named Gronet, who, in return, offered 
captain Davis and captain Swan each a commission 
from the governor of Petit Guavas.* Captain Davis 
accepted one of them ; but as captain Swan had re- 
ceived one from the duke of York, he refused it. 

Thus reinforced, they sailed towards the gulf of 
St. Michael, in search of captain TownIy» who^ 
with a hundred and eighty men, was said to be 
crossing the isthmus, and the next day they came 
up with them among the Pearl-islands; he had 
taken two barks, one laden with flour, and the 
other with sugar, and some jars of wine and brandy, 
part of which he distributed among the men belong- 
ing to captain Swan and captain Davis, because he 
wanted to fill the jars with water. 

As it was the latter end of the dry season, and all 
the water on shore dried up, they now sailed to the 
point of Garrachina, where the natives brought 

* About this time U was very common for the French goreiw 
hon to supply with commissions, not only the buccaneers, but 
also to give them blank ones for any others with whom they 
might chauce to join company. But though these commissions 
Were no more than licences to hunt, fowl and fish on the island 
of Hispaniola, yet, under their saactioo, great ravages wen 
cMimitted in America. 

VOL. lu. Y 
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them some refreBhments ; but meeting no fresh 
iv^ter there, they set sail for Porto Pinas, which 
obtains its name from the vast number of pines that 
grow there, it being covered with wood ; and the 
country rising from the sea-side, by a gentle ascent, 
to a considerable height, it a£fords a most agreeable 
prospect. Two small rocks, at the entrance oCthe 
harbour, renders the passage into it narrow ; be-* 
sides it is exposed to the south-west wind, on which 
account they did not enter the harbour, and were 
unable to land from the high sea near the shore. 
They therefore steered for Tobago, and in their 
way took a vessel laden with cocoas from Guaiaquil, 
and some time after a canoe with four Indians and 
a Mulatto, who, having been in the fire-ship, that 
was sent to bum captain Davis's vessel, was imme-* 
diately hanged, as if all stratagems used between 
enemies at war were not allowable. 

While they -were employed in filling water, and 
cutting wood for fuel at the island of Perico, where 
they cast anchor on the 3d of April, they sent four 
canoes to the continent, to g^t some sugar at the 
adjacent sugar-works, to make their cocoa inte 
chocolate, and particularly to get some coppers^ 
which were wanted for boihng provisions, on ac- 
count of their number being so greatly increased; 
these returned with three coppers. 

In the mean time captain Davis sent his bark to 
the island of Otoque, in the bay of Panama, which 
was inhabited only by Negroe slaves, who bred np 
a few hogs and fowls. Here the English took a 
messenger that was sent to Panama, with an account 
that the Lima fleet had sailed. But though most of 
the letters were thrown into the sea, yet they learned 
that the fleet was coming under a convoy^ composed 
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of all the ships of strength they were able to assem- 
ble from Peni. Being* informed that the king's 
ships always proceeded that way, they sailed back 
on the 10th to the King's, or Pearl-islands, and the 
jiext day anchored at the place where they had 
been careened, and where they met captain Harris, 
who had brought a fresh supply of men from the 
river St. Maria. 

On the 19th two hundred and fifty men were 
sent in canoes to the river Cheapo, to surprise the 
town of that name ; the next day all the rest fol* 
lowed, and on the ^2d they arrived at Chepelio, a 
pleasant island in the bay of Panama, seven leagues 
from the city of that name, and one from the con- 
tinent. This island lies d irectly opposite to the river 
Cheapo. It is low on the north side, but rises by an 
easy ascent to the south. The soil is very good, 
the low grounds producing plenty of sapadilloes, 
avogato-pears, mammee-sapatos, star-apples and 
plantanes ; on the north side is a good anchoring- 
place, where there is a fine spring near the shore. 

The sapadillo-tree is very like a pear tree, and 
the fruit resembles a bergamot-pear, only it is 
sometiiing longer. When first gathered it is hard, 
and the juice clammy ; but on its being laid by a 
few days, it becomes soft and full of a thin juice. 
It has two or three black kernels, which resemble 
the seeds of a pompion. 

The avogato- pear- tree grows as high, or rather 
higher than our pear-trees; it has a black smooth 
bark, large oval leaves, the fruit is as big as a large 
lemon, which at first is green, but when ripe turns 
yellow. The pulp is also of a yellowish colour, 
and as soft as butter. When they have been gatliered 
three or four days, the rind comes oflf with ease. 



164 CAPTAIN WILLIAM DAMPIER»S VOYAGE 

As this fruit is insipid, it is commonly eaten with 
lime-iuice and sugar, or with a roasted plantane 
and salt. It has a stone as large as a horse-plum. 
This fruit being looked upon by the Spaniards as a 
great provocative, they have planted it in most 
parts of the North Sea that they inhabit. 

The mammee sapota-tree has neither so tall nor 
so thick a trunk as the mammee of Tobago, nor is 
the fruit either so round or so large. The rind is 
smooth, and the pulp quite red, with a rough, flat, 
or longisTi stone. This is, indeed, a pleasant an4 
wholesome fruit. There are some wild mammee- 
trees, which grow tall and straight, and are, there- 
fore, used for masts, but the fruit is not esteemed. 

The star-apple somewhat Vesembles our quince- 
tree, but is much larger, and bears abundance of 
broad oval leaves, that almost conceal the fruit, 
which is of the size of a large apple, and is esteemed 
very good ; Mr. Dampier, however, acknowledges 
that he never tasted it. 

The river of Cheapo rises in the mountains on 
the north, and is afterwards inclosed between them 
and the mountains on the south ; it then turns to 
the west, and making a kind of semicircle, runs 
gently into the sea, seven leagues from Panama. 
But though it is very deep, and a quarter of a mile 
broad, yet its entrance is so choaked up with sand, 
that it is only navigable by barks. About six leagues 
from the sea-side stands the city of CJieapo. On 
tlie left bank of the river is a champaign country, 
which afibrds a very pleasant view of several adja- 
cent hills covered with woods, though the greatest 
part is good pasture ground; on the south side of 
the river a tract Qf woodland extends for many 
leagues. 
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The two hundred and fifty men, who were sent 
to this place, returned on the ^th, after having 
taken the town without the least oppositioB, but 
found nothing in it worth mentioning*. On the 25th^ 
being joined by captain Harris, they sailed for To- 
bago, and finding themselves now one thousand 
strong, it was consulted whether they should make 
an attempt on Panama: but all thoughts of that 
expedition were laid aside, on their being informed, 
by the prisoners, that the inhabitants had received 
a considerable reinforcement from Porto-bello. 

On the 4thof May they sailed again for the King's 
islands, and having on the 25th taken three seamen 
at Panama, were informed, that a great scarcity ex- 
isted there, occasioned by orders not to fetch any 
plantanes from the adjacent islands ; and that they 
daily expected the arrival of the fleet from Lima, 

On the 28th of May the fleet lay at anchor be- 
tween two or three small islands, on the south side 
of Facheque, and consisted of ten sail, only two of 
which were men of war. Captain Davis's ship, car- 
rying 39 guns and 156 men, and captain Swan's, 
16 guns and 140 men; the rest, being provided only 
with small arms, amounted to 960 : they had also 
one fire-ship. About eleven o'clock they discovered 
the Spanish fleet at three leagues distance; and 
about three in the afternoon they bore down right 
before the wind upon the Spaniards, who kept close 
on a wind to come up with them ; but night ap- 
proaching, they exchanged only a few shot. As 
soon as it began to grow dark, the Spanish admiral 
placed a light at his top, as a signal for the fleet to 
come to an anchor ; in half an hour after, it was 
taken down, but soon appeared as before. The 
English, supposing it to be still in the admiral's top^ 
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kept under sail; but the Spaniards having put thti 
second light on the top-mast head of one of their 
barkf, sent her to leeward, so that in the morning 
the English fleet found that the enemy had got the 
weather-gage of them, and were coming down with 
full sail : this obliged them to make a running fight 
of it all day, almost round the bay of Panama. 
Mr. Towuly being hard pressed by the Spaniardfl« 
was forced to make a bold run between Pacheque 
and the three adjacent small islands. Captain Har- 
ris was separated from the rest during the fight; 
and captain Gronet, in the flour prize of 90 tons 
burden, with 308 men, was a mile to the north of 
his associates when the enemy appeared, and tack* 
ing over to the main, kept himself out of the way 
while there was the least glimmering of dai^er. 
For this conduct some of the ships, the following 
day, were for displacing him ; but, after much dis- 
pute, it was agreed to dismiss him and his men^ 
most of whom were French, and to sufier them to 
keep the ship that had been given them, with a 
charge to quit company immediately. Thus their 
long projected design vanished into smoke; but 
though the Spanish fleet consisted of twenty-four 
sail, among which were 18 ships of good force, two 
fire-sliips, and had about 3000 men on board, yet 
the English had but one man killed. 

CHAP. VI. 

They sail from the island of Quibo, take and barn the city of 
Leon, proceed thence to the island of Rio Leja. A description 
of the gua?a fruit and prickly pear. An account of the city 
aud Yolcano of Guatimala. The port of Guatuico described; 
the vinello shrub. 

ON the first of June the fleet sailed for the island 
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of Qaibo, or Cobaya, in quest of captain Harris ; 
lind proceeding^ to the northward^ saw many riTers 
and creeks, which are not near so large as those on 
the south side of the bay of Panama. The coast is 
partly hilly, and partly low grounds, with very thick 
woods; but in the heart of the country there are 
fertile plains for feeding of cattle. Some of the 
rivers on this side afiford gold, but not in such 
quantities as those on the other side ; but there i^ 
scarce any settlement along this coast, except upon 
the rivers that lead to Lavelia and Nata. 

On their arrival at Quibo, they found captain 
Harris there before them, when it was resolved, 
that, as they had been unsuccessful in their late 
attempt, they should now try their fortune by land, 
by attacking the city of Leon, on the coast of Mex- 
ico. As this city lay a good way within land, it 
was agreed to make canoes on the island of Quibo, 
where they were at anchor ; a sufficient quantity 
of limber, fit for that purpose, being on the spot. 

While these preparations were making, 150 men 
were sent to Puebla Nova, a town at a small distance 
from the continent. They took it without much 
difficulty, but met with nothing there, except ati 
empty bark. Having finished all the canoes in a 
month's time, they set out for Rio Leja, which is 
the port for the city of Leon; and, on the 9th of 
August, quitting their ships, and embarking on 
board their canoes, of which they had thirty-one, 
they were in great danger of being swallowed up 
by the waves, which ran mountains high, attended 
with thunder and lightning. When this storm 
abated, another totTiado had like to have sent them 
all to the bottom ; however, this also did not last 
long, and they entered the south side of the har- 
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bour in the night, bnt did not proceed farther till 
break of day^ when they rowed deeper into the 
creek, which is very narrow, and the land on botk 
sides marshy near the banks, and so full of man- 
grove trees, that there is no passing through them« 
Beyond these was a small intreuchment, which they 
took by surprise, and having landed 470 men, left 
the rest, of which Mr. Dampier was one, to guard 
the canoes. 

They began their march at eight o'clock in the 
morning, captain Townly leading the van, which 
consisted of 100 of the briskest men. Captain Swan 
followed him with 100 more, next came captain 
Davis with 170, and captain Rn^ht brought up 
the rear. Captain Townly being advanced two miles 
before the rest^ was attacked, and having forced 
70 horse to retire, at the distance of four miles from 
the city, marched forwards, and at three o'clock in 
the afternoon entered it without opposition : how- 
ever, he was soon after opposed by 200 Spanish 
horse and 500 foot, first in a broad street, and af- 
terwards in the great market-place ; but the foot, 
seeing the horse retire, followed their example, 
leaving the town to the mercy of the English. 

Captain Swan did not enter the town till four 
o'clock, captain Davis came there about five, and 
Knight came not with the remainder till six ; but 
several of the men were left behind, on account ef 
their growing tired upon the road, among whom 
was an old grey-headed fellow, named Swan, who 
was 84 years of age, and had served in Ireland un- 
der Cromwell; and he bravely refusing to take 
quarter, the Spaniards shot him dead. They how- 
ever took some others, among whom was Mr. Smith, 
who having lived a considerable time in the Cana- 
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ties, spoke Spanith fluently, and being carried be- 
fore the governor, was examined as to the strisngth 
of the invaders, which he represented to be 1500 
men, 1000 in the town, and 500 in the canoes. 
This had soch an efifect upon his excellency, that, 
notwithstanding his being at the head of upwards 
of 1000 men, he did not choose to molest them ; but 
the next day sent a flag of truce, to propose a ran- 
som for the town. The English demanded 30,000 
pieces of eight, and provisions for 1000 men for 
four months ; which being refused, they set fire to 
it, on the 14th of Aug^, and marched towards' 
their canoes the next morning. Mr. Smith was ex- 
changed for a gentlewoman, and a Spanish gentle- 
man was released, upon his promise of delivering 
150 oxen for his ransom at Rio Leja, the place 
they intended to attack next. 

The city of Leon stands twenty miles within the 
country, in a sandy plain, near a burning mountain, 
called the Volcano of Leon. The houses are large, 
and built with stone, with gardens about them, but 
are low, and covered with tiles. It has three 
churches and a cathedral. The above sandy plain- 
b surrounded with savannahs, which aflR)rd a free 
passage for the breezes on all sides, and render the 
town both pleasant and healthful. The inhabitants 
carry on little commerce, chiefly subsisting on their 
cattle and sugar-works, of which there are several 
between the landing-place and the city; about the 
midway between both, there is a fine fordable river, 
and nearer the city an Indian town. 

On the 16th of August, in the afternoon, they 
arrived in their canoes in the harbour of Rio Leja, 
where their sliips were by that time come to an 
anchor. The creek, that leads from ftio Leja, is 
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broad at its entrance, but afterwards closes, and 
becomes a narrow deep channel, lined on both rides 
with cocoa trees. The Spaniards had here cast a^ 
an intrenchment, which fronted the entrance of tbe 
creek, and was defended by 120 men, and farther 
down they had a boom of trees laid across the creek; 
80 that had they not wanted courage to keep their 
post, they might have kept off 1000 men. But the 
English had no sooner fired two guns, than the 
Spaniards quitted it, and left them at liberty to cut 
the boom ; which when the English had done, they 
immediately landed, and marched to Rio Leja, a 
fine town, seated in a plain, a mile up a small river. 
It has three churches, and an hospital, with a hand* 
some garden ; they took it without opposition, ^ but 
found nothing considerable, except 500 packs of 
flour, and some pitch, tar and cordage. They also 
received the 150 oxen, promised by the gentleman 
they released at Leon, which, together with some 
other cattle, and the sugar found in the country, 
was very^ acceptable. The adjacent country has, 
indeed, many sti^ar works, and inclosures for cat- 
tle, and considerable quantities of pitch, tar and 
cordage, axe made by the country people. Rio 
Leja is, however, seated in an unwholesome air, 
near som6 fen? and marshes, which send fcMh a 
^noisome scent. In its neighbourhood grow melons, 
pine>apples, guavas, and prickly pears. 

The shrub which bears the guava fruit, has long 
and slender boughs, that have a white and smooth 
bark, and leaves resembling the hazel. The fruit, 
which is like a pear, has a thin rind, and many 
hard seeds, and when ripe is yellow, and soft and 
well tasted. It may be eaten while green, which is 
Hhe case with very few of the fruits either in the 
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Sast or West-Indies, and, after it is ripe, it may be 
baked like pears, or coddled like apples. There 
are, however, difierent sorts, distinguished by their 
taste, shape and colour ; some being red, and others 
yellow in the inside. Before it is ripe, it is an as- 
tringent, but afterwards loosening. 

The prickly pear, which is also common in many 
places in the West-Indies, grows upon a shrub five 
feet high, and thrives best in saltish, sandy grounds 
near the sea-shore. Each branch of this shrub has 
two or three round leaves, of the breadth of a man's 
hand, not unlike house-leek, but edg^d with prick- 
les, of an inch long. At the extremity of the leaf 
g^ows the fruit, which is of the size of a large 
plum, small towards the leaf, and thick at the other 
end, where it opens like a medlar. The fruit has 
also small prickles, and is at first green, but by 
degrees turns red. The pulp is of the same consis- 
tence as a thick syrup, with small black seeds ; it 
is cooling, and of a pleasant taste ; and it is obser 
vable, that the eating of twenty or more of them 
at a time, will tinge the urine as red as blood, but 
without any ill consequence. 

On the 25th, captain Davis and captain Swan 
parted ; the first, in order to return to the coast of 
Peru, and the other intending to proceed farther 
to the west. Upon which Mr. Dampier, desiring 
to satisfy his curiosity, by obtaining a more perfect 
knowledge of the northern parts of Mexico, left 
captain Davis, and went on board with Mr. Swan, 
who was joined by captain Townly with his two 
barks, while captain Harris and Mr. Knight fol- 
lowed the former. 

By this time Mr. Swan's men began to be much 
afflicted with fevers, which were attributed to the 
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remains of a contagious distemper, that had lately 
raged at Rio Leja, captain Davis's men having nu^ 
dergone the same fate. On the 3d of September 
they sailed again, steered to the west, and met with 
violent tornadoes, thunder and lightning, which 
](.ept them out at sea, so that they saw no land till 
the 1 4th, when they came in sight of the voloano 
of Guatiraala; it appears with a doable peak, like 
two sugar-loaves, between which the fire and smoke 
is said to break out before bad weather. 

The city of Guatimala is situated near the foot 
of this high mountain, eight leagues from the South 
Sea, and 40 or 50 from the gulf of Matique, in the 
bay of Honduras, in the north seas. It is reputed a 
rich city; the country about it abounds in several 
commodities, which are exported thence into Europe, 
especially the four noted dyes, indigo, otta or anatta, 
Sylvester and cochineal « 

The land near the volcano of Guatimala,. is low 
by the 6ea*side, but rises in a gradual ascent from 
thence to the distance of about ten leagues from 
the shore. They observed great quantities of drift 
wood and pumice-stones floating in the sea; the 
pumice-stones were ejected by the volcano, and 
were washed into the sea by the rains, 

On the 34th, being in 14* 30' north latitude, 
captain Townly went on shore, with nine canoes 
and 106 men, in hopes of finding the town of Te- 
guantapeque, which viras well known to be situated 
somewhere thereabouts, in order to get some refresh* 
ment for the sick men, both he and captain Swai) 
having at least one-half of their crews in a very 
weak condition ; but he was obliged to return to 
his canoes, without bein^ able to find it. The shipa 
now coasted along to the west^ in sight of a tract 
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of high land that beginfl at the east^ and after hav^ 

ing run for ten leagues within the land to the west, 

sinks by an ea^ descent. On the side next the sea 

they saw rich pastures^ interspersed with pleasant 

groves ; but the surf, which beat on the shore, not 

suffering the men to land with their canoes, fhey 

were forced to continue coasting for eight or nine 

leagues, until captain Townly seeing no prospect 

of landing, returned on board with his men on the 

Sd of October; but shortly after, being resolved to 

try his fortune again, he ran his canoes on shore in 

a sandy bay, where he landed, but lost one man, 

and had most of his powder spoiled by the water. 

However, they were no sooner on shore, than they 

found the country full of torrents and unfordable 

rivers : this obliged them to think of returning to 

their canoes, which, while they were attempting, 

they were attacked by two hundred Spaniards and 

Indians, whom they soon repulsed and put to flight. 

Captain Townly having again joined captain 

Swan, they still continued sailing to the westward, 

but could discover neither creek nor bay for twenty 

leagues farther, when they came to the island of 

Tangola, where there is safe anchorage, with plenty 

of wood and water, and from thence they coasted 

along until they came to Guatulco, one of the best 

ports in the kiii^om of Mexico, On the east side 

of the entrance of the harbour, about the distance 

of a mile, is a small ishind near the shore, and on 

the west side of that entrance is a large hoUow 

cock, open at the top, from which a column of 

water forces its passage in the manner of a fountain, 

and rising to a great height, even in the calmest 

weather, afibrds a good mark to seamen bound for 

this port, At the end of this harbour^ which if 
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Ihree miles in length, and pne ta breadth, there ii 
a fine brook of fresh water, near which formerly 
stood a town that was sacked by sir Francis Drake; 
but there are no signs of it now remaining, except 
the ruins of an old chapel standing in the midst of 
41 gcove. The land here is covered with a variety of 
trees, which, rising in regular ridges, form a very 
ligreeable prospect. 

Captain Swan being ill, went on shore with all 
ihe sick, and a snrgeon to attend them, while cap- 
toin Townly marched at the head of a considerable 
number of men to the eastward> in search for houses 
and inhabitants; and about a league from Gmatulco, 
came up with a river called Capulita, which is very 
ideep, and has a swift current. Some of his men 
jiwimming across the stream, seized two Indians, 
whom they supposed to be stationed there as sen- 
tinels, to watch their proceedings, though they 
were entire strangers to the Spanish tongue. One 
pf these they carried on board a ship, and made 
use of the other to guide them to an Indian settle^ 
inent, but they found nothing there, besides some 
yanelloes drying in the sun. 

The vanello is a perfume, sold at a pretty hi^ 
price }n m^y parts pf the ^est Indies, and being 
jmfused into chocolate, gives it a delicate flavour. 
It grows on a small kind of vine, that creeps up 
about l^e trees, and at first bears a yellow flower, 
that produces a pod about four or five inches long, 
which is at first green, but when ripe becomes yel- 
Jlow, and has black seeds. After they are grathered 
they are laid in the sun, which makes them 'soft 
and of a chesnut colour. The Spaniards, who pur- 
chase the vanelloes very cheap of the Indians, soak 
them afterwards in oil. 



ROUND THE WORLD. 1T6 



CHAP. VII. 

They sail towards Port Angelo. Sereral of the men fall into am 
ambascade: land near the rifer of Algatross; seise a nnmber 
of moles loaded with floor, chocolate and cheeie; pot a large 
body of Spaniards to flight; cmise for some time for the Ma. 
niUa ship, which escapes; captains Swan and Townly part 
company. 

ON the 10th of October they seat four euioet 
before, to the westward, in hopes of taking tone 
prisoners, who were acquainted with die sitnatioa 
of the country; and these were ordered to wait at 
Port Angelo. The ships at Guatuleo had taken- in 
a supply of wood and water, as well as plenty cvf n 
small kind of turtle, by which the men were greatly 
refreshed, having had no fresh provisions tor a cour 
siderable time. On the S2d, two of the canoet 
being separated from the rest, returned on boavd^ 
after attempting to land at a place where they saw 
many cattle feeding upon a savannah ; but the sea 
running high, they were overset,* and one man 
drowned, four guns lost, and the rest of their arms 
rendered useless by the water. However, Ae next 
day one hundred men landed at Port Angelo, and 
got plenty of salt, hogs, cocks, hens and maize, its 
a house near the plain, but could carry little on 
board, on account of the distance of the place from 
the sea side. 

On the 28th they continued their voyage, and 
at night met with the two other canoes, who had 
been as far as the port of Acapuico; and in their 
return took in a supply of fresh water, in qpite of 
one hundred and fifty Spaniards, who wotrld have 
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opposed them; after which they stood into a salt- 
water bay, oa the banks whereof they found a con- 
siderable quantity of dried fish, which they brought 
on board. The entrance of this bay b closely 
hemmed in with rocks, on both sides, so that the 
passage between them is not aboye a pistol shot 
oyer, though the bay is of a considerable compass. 
As the ships were just off the bay, twelve men 
*were sent in a canoe for more fish ; but the Spa- 
niards being already alarmed, posted themselves 
behind the rocks, and fired such a volley of shot 
upon the canoes, at Iheir entering the bay, that 
they wounded five of the men. They, however, 
rowed forward out . of gun-shot, where they staid 
two days and three nights, not daring to return the 
same way they came ; but at last captain Townly, 
^who lay near the shore, manned one of his canoes» 
and driving the Spaniards from the rocks, opened 
4hem a free passage, and they returned on board 
on the dlst. 

On the 2d of November they continued their 
course westward, till they came to a large river, 
two leagues to the west of the rock of Algatross, 
on the banks of which the Spaniards, had cast up 
$n intlpnchment, defended by two hundred sol- 
diers. The English, however, landed, and, with 
little opposition, forced them to fly. They found 
there a considerable quantity of salt, used in salt- 
ing the fish taken in the bay. They now marched 
three leagues into^ the country, and having taken 
a Mulatto prisoner, he informed them, that a stout 
ship was lately come from Lima to Acapulco; when 
Captaia T.ownly, standing in need of a bett,er ship 
than his own, proposed cutting her out of the har- 
bour; and in spite of captain Swan's remonstrances 
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on the difficulty of the enterprise, and the neces- 
sity they were under of stocking themselves with 
maize, and other provisions, which were to be had 
in great plenty where they now were, he carried 
his point, and the canoes were manned for the ex- 
pedition ; but they narrowly escaped being lost in 
a tornado, and the men were obliged to wait a 
whole day in Port Marquis, a league to the east- 
ward of Acapulco, where they dried their clothes 
and arms, and the next night rowed softly into 
Acapulco-harbour ; but found the ship so well 
guarded, that, quitting the enterprise, they retired 
greatly disappointed. 

They some time after landed to the north-west 
of the hill of Petaplan, and a hundred and seventy 
men marching fourteen miles into the country, 
came to a mean, poor Indian village, which was 
deserted by the inhabitants, who carried off their 
efiects, so that they found only a Mulatto woman, 
and her four small children, all of whom they 
brought off; but being carried on board, she de- 
clared, that some mules, laden with flour and other 
goods dengned for Acapulco, had stopped on the 
road, to the west of that village; upon which they 
sailed to the harbour of Chequetan, and landing 
ninety- live men, with the Mulatto woman for their 
guide, she conducted them through a pathless wood, 
by the side of a river, into a plain ; near which they 
fcmnd sixty mules at a farm-house, laden with flour, 
cheese, chocolate, earthen- ware, and some cows, 
which they killed ; and carried all off, except the 
earthen-ware. Soon after, captain Swan went on 
shore, and killed eighteen cows more, without the 
least opposition. 

Havjpg thus stocked themselves with as muc]i 
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provisions as they could oonveniently stow on board 
their different vessds, they dismissed the woman 
and her children, with a present of some old clothes 
and other trifles, for which she seemed very thank* 
ful : but captain Swan, in spite of her tears and en- 
treaties, detained one of her boys, who was about 
eight years of age, had a sprightly genius, and 
afterwards proved a very good and useful boy, and 
the captain behaved to him like a kind master. 

On the 21 st of November they continued their 
course to the westward, in hopes of discovering a 
town in about 18° 8^ north latitude; but they could 
lind no traces of it, nor of the city of Colima, which 
was reported to be very rich : and though they 
rowed twenty leagues along the shore, they could 
not meet with any place where they were able te 
land, nor perceive the least sign of inhabitants. At 
last they spied a horseman, and having with diffi* 
culty made the shore, in hopes of taking him pri^ 
soner, they pursued him, but soon lost him in the 
woods; upon which they returned on board on 
the 28th. 

< 

The next day the two captains once more took 
to their canoes, with two hundred men, in order to 
go in search of a town called Salagua ; and, as they 
were rowing along the shore, saw two horsemen on 
the beach, one of i^irhom, by way of derision, drank 
to them out of a pocket-bottle ; in return for which 
civility they shot his horse ; whereupon his com* 
panion fled, and two of the men stripping thern^ 
selves, swam on shore, in prder to secure him ; but 
being unarmed, they could not succeed in their 
attempt, he keeping them at bay with a long knife; 

On the 3Qth the canoes returned on board, the 
f e» every where running so high, that the mei) 
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eooJd not find any safe landing place. How* 
ever^ on the first of December they came in flight 
of the port of Salagua, which is parted by a 
rocky point, about the middle, that gives it the 
appearance of two harbours. On their nearer ap« 
proaeh, they saw a large thatched house, which 
appeared to be new, with a considerable body of 
Spaniards, both horse and foot, making a military 
parade, with their drums beating, and colours fly^^ 
ing. The next morning two hundred of the stout- 
est of the English landed ; bat the Spanish foot 
did not stand one charge, and the horse soon fol^ 
lowed them; when two of the English, haying 
knocked down the riders, mounted, and pursued 
the ftig^tives so far, that they were surrounded, un- 
horsed, and received severel wounds; and they 
woold have been certainly killed, if some of the 
swtfkest of their companions had not come up 
timely to their relief. Here they found a broad 
atony road, leading into the country, which waa 
interspersed with thick woods. This road, they 
were informed by two M ulattoes whom they made 
prisoners, led to the city of Oarrah, which was four 
long days journey from the sea; and that the body 
of troops they had put to flight, was sent from that 
eity to secure the Manilla ship, which was to set 
some passengers on shore at this place. 

This induced them to sail again to the westward, 
towards cape Corientes, in hopes of meeting with 
the above galleon; and on the 11th, coming in 
sight of that cape, they took their stations in 
such a manner as they imagined would prevent 
their missing her; but wanting provisions, fifty or 
sixty men were sent in a bark to procure some, to 
the west of the cape, but returned without being 
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able to get round it. However, they lef% four canMi 
behind, manned with forty-six men, who intended 
to row to the west* 

On the 18th the ships sailed to the isles of Cha- 
metly, eighteen leagues to the east of Cape Cori- 
entes. These are five small, low and woody islands, 
surrounded with rocks, that lie in the form of a 
half-moon, within a mile of the continent, between 
whichj and these islands, there is safe anchorage. 
They are inhabited by fishermen, who are servants 
to some of the inhabitants of the city of Purifica- 
tion, which is a considerable city, fourteen leagues 
up the country. 

On the 24th the four canoes which had been left 
by captain Townly's bark, returned to the ships 
near the cape, having got round it by the help of 
their oars, and landed in the valley of Valderas or 
y al dTras, the Valley of Flags, having met with 
but indifierent success. This valley lies at the end 
of a deep bay, inclosed between Cape Corientesand 
the point of Pontique. It is about three leagues 
wide, and bounded on the land side by a green 
hill, which, by its easy descent into the valley, af- 
fords a delightful prospect ; as do the v^de-spread 
pastures, stored with cattle, and the pleasant groves 
of guavas, orange and lime-trees, that grow here 
in vast numbers. At this place the canoes landed 
thirty-seven men, who having advanced three miles 
into the country, were attacked by one hundred 
and fifty Spaniards, horse and foot ; but happily 
an acyacent wood aflforded them a retreat, whence 
they fired upon the Spaniards ; and having killed 
their leader, and seventeen more horsemen, com* 
pelled them to retire. In this skirmish the English 
had four men killed, and two wounded, whom 



ROUND THE WORLD* 181 

fhey conveyed down to their canoes apon horses. 
On the 28th captain Townly, who had before 
sailed with sixty men to surprise an Indian village^ 
returned on board with forty bushels of maize.. 
They continued cruising off this cape until the 
first of January, when their provisions being ex- 
hausted, they steered to the valley of V alderas, to 
provide a supply of beef. They came to anchor 
about a mile from the shore, and having landed 
two hundred and forty men, fifty of whom were 
constantly employed in watching the motions of 
the Spaniards, they killed and salted as many cows 
as would serve them two months ; and had they not 
wanted salt, might have taken a much larger sup- 
ply. Meanwhile the Spaniards often appeared in 
large companies, but never dared to attack them. 
But while they were engaged in this necessary 
business, the Manilla ship passed by them to the 
eastward, as they were afterwards informed by some 
prisoners whom they happened to seize. The loss 
of this great and valuable prize was chiefly attri^ 
buted to the obstinacy of captain Townly, in re- 
solving to attempt taking the ship in the harbour 
of Acapulco, when they ought to have been pro- 
viding themselves virith a sufficient supply of beef 
and maize. They had hitherto a double design in 
view; first, the taking of the Manilla ship, and 
secondly, searching after rich towns and mines near 
the coast, not knowing that all these lie in the in- 
land parts of the country. But now finding them- 
selves quite deceived in their hopes, they parted, 
captain Townly sailing back to the east, and Mr. 
Dampier in captain Swan's ship to the west. 
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CHAP. vm. 

The peogaio-fniit described. Captain Swan goes in search of 
the river Collacan ; marches to Santa Pecaque, where fifty of 
of the men are cat off bj the Spaniards, Sail for the islands 
of Tres Marias. 

ON the 7th of January, 1686, tliey sailed {ran 
their station off the valley of Valderas, and on the 
20th anchored on the east side of the Chametiy 
islands, which are difierent from those above- mei»* 
tioned, being a cluster of small islands, ux in 
number, situated xn^SH' IV north latitude^ and three 
leagues from the continent; one or two of them 
have some sandy creeks, and produce a fruit called 
penguins, of which there are two sorts» the red and 
yellow. The red penguin resembles a nine-pin in 
shape, buf is no larger than an onion; it has no 
stem, but grows immediately out of the ground^ 
sixty or sev wty sometnnes rising upright in a cluster, 
encompassed with prickly leaves, of a foot and a 
half^ or two feet long. The yellow penguin growa 
on a stem of the thickness of a man's arm, whieh 
rises a foot from the ground, with leaves half a 
foot long, and an inch broad; the fruit 'grows in 
elttsters on the top of the stalk, it bdng round, and 
of the size of a hen's egg; the rind is. pretty thick, 
and the pulp, which has a delightful taste, is full 
of black seeds. Captain Swan here took a. hundred 
men with him to the north, to discover the river 
CuUacan, supposed to lie in 4 degreesi north lati^ 
tude, with a very wealthy town on its banks ; but 
though they rowed above thirty leagues, they could 
discover no river, nor even any safe landing place. 
Afterwards, however, they landed on the west side 
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•f a 9alt-lake, seven leagnes to the northward of 
the Chametly islands, where they entered a house, 
in which they took seven or eight bushels of maize, 
ud were told, by an Indian prisoner they had 
taken, that there was generally a considerable 
namber of black cattle in this place, which the 
Spaniards had driven off; bat that they might, pro* 
bably, find provisions at an Indian town, at about 
five leagues distance. They therefore immediately 
directed their course thither, but on approaching 
the place, were opposed by a large body of Spa- 
niards and Indians ; these being beaten back at the 
first charge, they entered the town, where they 
fouhd only two or three wounded Indians, who told 
them that the town was called Massactan, and that 
five leagues from thence were two rich gold mines. 
They staid there until the 2d of February, when 
eighty men were ordered to a town called Rosarioj 
on a river of the same name, from which they took 
ninety bushels more of maize, being at that timtf 
more valuable to them than all the gold in the 
Indies, which was, therefore, neglected, though they 
were told that the mines were only two leagues from 
thence. 

From Rosario the ships steered to the river St, 
Jago, one of the most considerable rivers on this 
coast, where captain Swan sent seventy men to look 
for a town, while the ships anchored at its mouth. 
On the east they found a large field of maize, ill 
which they seized an Indian, who told them, that 
four leagues farther there was a town called Santa 
Pecaque, of which captain Swan being informed, 
he went with a hundred and forty men in eight 
tanoes five leagues up the river, and then landing, 
|i|arche4 through fertile plains and woods for three 
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or four hourB ; the Spaniards quitting the place at 
the approach of the Engliilh, they entered it with- 
out opposition. ^ 

Santa Pecaque is situated in a spacious plain on 
the side of a wood, but though not very large, it is 
neatly built, has two churches, and, like most of 
the Spanish towns in these parts, has a square 
market-place in the middle. At five or six leagues 
distance from the town are silver mines, the ore of 
which is carried on mules twenty-one leagues to 
Compostella, the capital of this part of Mexico. 
This last city is inhabited by about seventy white 
families, and five or six hundred Mulattoes and 
Indians. 

As the English found here plenty of maize, sugar, 
salt and salted-fish, captain Swan ordered one half 
of them to carry provisions on board, while the rest 
took care of the town. This they did by turns, and 
having seized some horses, made use of them to 
ease them in their labour. Thus they proceeded 
for two days, but on the 19th of January, captain 
Swan being informed by a prisoner, that a thousand 
armed men had lately marched from St. Jago, a rich 
town at three leagues distance, in order to attack 
him, he commanded his people to get all the horses 
they could, and to march in a body with all the 
provisions they could carry to their canoes: but as 
they refused to obey him until all the provisions 
could be carried on board, he was forced to let one 
half of them proceed with fifty-four horses. These 
had scarcely marched a mile, before the Spaniards, 
who lay in ambush, attacked and killed them all 
on the spot; for, though captain Swan instantly 
marched to their assistance, they were all slain and 
stripped. The Spaniards^ however, paid dear fgr 
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Ihcir victory, for they never after attempted to 
engage captain Swan, by which means he returned 
on board with the rest of his men. 

The day following they steered towards Cali- 
fornia, and on the 7th of February came to an 
anchor at Prince George's-island, the middlemost 
of the Tres Marias. Mr. Dampier having been 
long sick of the dropsy, was here buried for about 
half an hour up to the neck in the sand, which 
threw him into a profuse sweat, and being after* 
wards wrapped up warm and put to bed in a tent, 
fouuB great benefit from this extraordinary remedy. 
They remained careening until the 26th, but as 
there was no fresh water to be got here during the 
dry season, they sailed to a small rivulet on the con- 
tinent, near cape Corientes, where they remained for 
a considerable time; when finding that their success, 
in this part of the world, had been hitherto very in^ 
different, and that there appeared no probability of 
its mending, captain Swan, Mr. Dampier, and a 
majority of the other men, agreed to steer their 
eourse for the East Indies, though many on board 
were greatly averse to this voyage, which they 
thought it impossible for them to accomplish* 



CHAP. IX. 

They tail for tbe East Indies, and arrire at the island of Guam, 
whence they proceed to the Philippine islands, and anchor at 
Mindanao. The libby.tree, which produces sago, the betel, 
nut, the durioa.fruit, and the jaca described. A description 
of the inhabitants, their manners, habits, and religion. 

ON the Slst of March, 1686, they sailed from 
aape Corientes, and, after the first day, advanced 
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very ftst in their yoj^ge, haying fsar weather and 
a fresh trade-wind. During this voyage they saw 
neither fish nor fowl, except a large flight of 
boobies, which appeared on their approaching the 
Ladrone islands. On the SOth of May, to their 
great joy they discovered land, having bnt three 
days provision left, and the next day came to an 
anchor about a mile from the shore, on the west 
side of the island of Guam, which Mr. Dampier 
computes to be 135*" IT, or 7303 miles west of cape 
Corientes. 

Captain Swan immediately wrote a very polite 
letter, which he sent with a few presents to the 
governor; in return he received plenty of hogs, 
cocoa-nuts, rice, biscuit, and fifty pounds of fine 
Manilla tobacco ; being afterwards informed that 
Mindanao, one of the Philippine islands, abounded 
with provisions, they left Guam on the 3d of June, 
and sailing with a strong east wind, arrived on the 
21 st off the coast of St. John's, and came to an 
anchor in a small bay on the east side of Mindanao. 

The Philippines are a range of large islands, ex- 
tending from 5 to 19 degrees north latitude; the 
chief of them is Luconia, now in the possession of 
the Spaniards. To the south of Luconia are twelve 
or fourteen other large islands, besides an infinite 
number of smaller ones, which are likewise in the 
possession of the Spaniards. The two southernmost 
islands, St. John and Mindanao, are the only ones 
not subject to the Spanish jurisdiction. 

The island of St. John lies between 7 and 8 de- 
grees north latitude, and about four leagues west of 
Mindanao ; it is thirty-eight leagues in length, and 
twenty-four leagues in breadth about the middle; 
the soU is extremely fertile. 
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Mindanao is next to Loconia, the largest of all 
the Philippine islands ; it extending 60 leagues in 
length, and 40 or 50 in breadth : the soil is gene- 
rally goodj and the stony hills produce many sort# 
of trees, which are not known in Europe. The 
valleys are watered with brooks and rivulets, and 
are stored with several sorts of evergreens, and with 
rice, water melons, plantanes, bananas, guavas, 
nutmegs, cloves, cocoa-nuts, oranges, betel-nuts^ 
durions, jackas, and particularly the tree whence 
sago is gathered, which grows wild in groves of 
several miles in lengih : this is called by the na* 
tives the libby-tree. 

The Libby-tree resembles the cabbage*tree, but 
is not so tall. It has a thin hard bark, full of white 
pith, like that of the alder. The tree being cut 
down and split, the pith is taken out, and beat well 
in a trough or mortar, and then pouring water 
upon it, is well stirred, and strained through a clothe 
through which the water forces all the mealy sub- 
stance, and leaves only a useless hulk behind, that 
is thrown away. This, after it is well settled, they 
separate from the water, and form it into cakes, 
which, when baked, are almost as good eating as 
bread ; and on this food the natives of Mindanao 
live for three or four months in the year. The 
sago which is exported, is dried in small bits, like 
^ comfits, and carried to other parts of the East-Indies* 
It is an excellent strengthener, and is now well 
known almost over all Europe. 

The Plantane-tree is about three feet in circum- 
ference, and grows to the height of ten or twelve 
feet. It springs out of a sucker, with only two 
leaves ; but when it is a foot high, another pair of 
leaves sprout out, and in the same manner the leaves 
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increase in size and in number to the very top. 
Tiie fruit, which is shaped like a hog's padding, 
arises from the heart of the tree, in cods six or 
seven inches long, growing in clusters. When it is 
arrived at maturity, it is a pure pulp, without either 
seed or kernel, as soft and yellow as butter, and 
melts in the mouth like marmalade. The tree, on 
being cut down, is split in the middle, and left to 
dry in the sun, when it appears composed of threads 
of equal bigness, which are drawn out by personsi, 
who obtain a livelihood by that employment, and 
are afterwards woven into pieces of cloth of seven 
or eight yards in length. This island also produces 
another kind of plantane, of a less size, the fruit of 
which has a black seed, and is esteemed a great 
astringent. 

The Banana seems a smaller species of plantane, 
and is more soft and delicate, though not so lus- 
cious. It is best eaten when raw, for it is not very 
agreeable when roasted or boiled. It is sometimes 
mashed into drink, and is pleasant enough when 
taken that way. 

The Durian fruit is produced by a tree, that re- 
sembles the apple-tree. It is as large as a pomkin, 
but is not to be eaten till it is quite ripe, when the 
top bursting open, difiuses a very fragrant smelL 
The pulp, which is very delicious, is as soft and 
white as cream ; it is divided into cells like a -yml^ 
nut ; and is, like that, covered with a thick green 
rind. In the heart of it is a stone, as big as a bean; 
the outside of which, on being roasted, peels off, in 
a thin shell, when the kernel in taste resembles a 
chesnut. This fruit will not keep above two days 
after its being plucked. 

The Jaca-tree is a fruit of the same species, but 









1 ^ 






THE NEW YOKK 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 



MTOR, LCNOX AND 



ROUND THE WORLD. 189 

yellower^ and fuller of stoneB or kernels^ which are 
good when roasted. 

The Betel-nut is rounder and larger than the 
nutm^, and grows upon a very high tree, which 
produces no leaves except near the top. This fruit 
is much valued, it being grateful to the stomach. 
It also reddens the lips, cleanses the gums, and pre- 
seryes the teeth, though it dyes them black. It is 
chewed all over the East, and is apt to make those 
very giddy who are not used to it. 

The nutmegs here are extremely large and good; 
and here also are excellent cloves : but the people 
do not care to propagate them, for fear of the 
Patch, who monopolize the spice-trade. There are 
also many other di£Eerent kinds of fruit produced 
here. 

Though this island has no beasts of prey, it af- 
fords great numbers of wild and tame beasts ; as 
horses, cows, buflaloes, deer, goats, wild hogs, mon- 
keys, guanoes, lizards, snakes and scorpions. They 
have also centipedes, which, though no thicker than 
a goose-quill, are five inches long ; and their sting 
is as fatal as that of a scorpion. Their hogs feed 
in prodigious herds in the woods, and are remark- 
able for having thick knobs growing over their 
eyes. There is also here a creature, four times as 
large as a guanoe, which it nearly resembles; it 
has a forked tongue, but Mr. Dampier was unac«- 
quainted with the effects of its bite« 

They have no tame fowls besides hens and ducks, 
but abundance of those which are wild ; as turtle- 
doves, pigeons, parrots, parroquets, large bats, and 
an infinite number of small birds, of various kinds. 

Their chief fish are bonitos, mullets, breams, ca- 
Valies and turtle. Here are good harbours, cxeekf 
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and rivers ; and in the heart of the country are 
mountains^ that afford considerable quantities of 
gold. 

The elimate of Mindanao is not so excessive hot 
as might be expected, considering its nearness to 
the ecjoator; for the sea-breezes cool the air by day, 
as the land vinds do by night. From October till 
May the winds are easterly, with &ir weather; and 
from May to October they are westerly, with raina 
and violent tempests, which frequently tear up the 
largest trees, lay the whole country under water, 
and oblige the inhabitants to go from house to house 
in canoes. This stormy weather is in July and 
August, but it abates in September, in which month 
they have very heavy fogs, that last till ten or ele- 
ven o'clock in the forenoon, especially if it has 
rained the preceding night. 

The people are in general much alike, as to 
strength, nature and colour. They are well limbed^ 
have small heads, flat foreheads, small black eyes» 
fihort noses, wide mouths, and black teeth and hair^ 
though their teeth are sound, and their complexiont 
are of sr bright tawny. They are of low stature^ 
end have small limbs, are ingenious and nimble, 
but thievish and indolent, civil and obli^ng to 
atrangers, but implacable when offended. The men 
are clothed with a turban tied once round the head, 
in a knot, the ends hanging down, and either iaced 
or fringed; they wear fcireeches and frocks, but 
neither stockings nor shoes. 

The women are smaller featured than the men; 
but though they look pretty well at a distance, they 
have such little noses, that in some of them scarce 
aiQ^ rising can be discerned between their eyeH 
they ha^ve also veiy little feet. They tie their black 
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and ktig hsir ib a knot, hanj^i^ iorwik behind. 
Their garments are a piece of cloth, that serres for 
a petticoat, and a loose frock, that reaches a little 
below the waist, the sleeyes of which are longer 
than their arms, and set in plaits abont their wrists, 
but are so narrow, that they can scarcely get their 
hands through. 

They have a peculiar custom in the city of Min- 
danao : as soon as any strangers arrive, the men 
come on board to invite them to their houses, where 
they are sure to inquire, whether any €»f them have 
a mind for a pagally, or innocent female friend. , 
The strangers, in point of civility, are obliged to 
accept the ofier made them of such a friend, and 
to show their gratitude by a small present ; in re^ 
turn for which, they have the liberty to eat, drink 
and sleep, in their friend's house, as often as they 
I^ease, paying for it only a trifling gratuity. Some 
strangers are also allowed a female friend, upon 
the principles of an innocent attachment ; and it is 
not unusual; for even the wives of the sultan, and 
his aobles, who are here allowed to tjtke greater 
liberties than those of the vulgar, to inquire of any 
stranger who passes by, whether he has got a pa- 
gally or comrade, and on his answering in the ne- 
gative, to send him a present of tobacco and betel, 
as an earnest of their friendriiip. 

The island is divided into several principalities, 
each governed by its own sovereign ; and, for the 
most part, tike people of each speak in a different 
dialect, though they are all of the same religion, 
which is that of Mahometanism. The Killanoones, 
who inhabit the inland part of the country, are 
masters of the gold-mines, and are also rich in 
bees-wax, botii which llbey exchange wit^ the 
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Mindanaians for vtseien commodities. The Sa*- 
logues, w^o inhabit, the north-west end of the 
i€land, carry on a trade with ManUIa, and some 
other of the adjacent islands. The AJlfoores were 
formerly, under the Bame goverhiient with the Mi- 
danaians, ba( were separated: fro^ them by falling 
toAhe share of the younrer children : of the ^sultan 
of Mindanao; whd^ of late; ka^ laid claim to them 
again. /There are several other nations^ but* that 
which is the most extettaiye": d[nd populous is Min- 
danat).' whence the isdted/ileriyes its name; the in^ 
habitants of v4iicfibein^ near the sea/and engaged 
in commerce, are pretty tiniuih ciTifized. -i ' 

The city of Mindaiiai)^' \^ sitijated on a small mer 
on the foiiih^side of^hb island/an^ two miles from 
the sea. The houses -there are built upon posts; 
eighteen or twenty feel Hi]^> having but one floor, 
to which there is ah- adcfi^tDy a ladder ; that floor, 
'howeyeV^divided into sey^ral rooms. The roof 
is.c0yeired with palin^leayes; andin the space uilder 
the ^houses, the poorer soirt Of people keep their 
pomtry and empty ^eirrabbish; where it lle9 until 
the land-floods carry it away. 

The sultan's house stands' on a hundred and fifty 
'great postSj^ahd ii much higher than the sest, with 
a broad stair-case leading up to it. In the hall stand 
twenty pieces of cannon, placed on field carriages. 
The general and other great men haye also some 
great guns in their houses. The sultan has another 
house near the forme];, which is not more than four 
feet from the ground ; here he and his council sit 
cross-legged on rich carpets, when they giye 
audience to ambassadors and foreign merchants. 
As no chairs are used in the country, the floors of 
the houses are, in general, well matted. 
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The fbod of the commdn people is rice, sago and 
some small fish ; but the better sort eat rice with 
buffiklo-flesh and fowls. Like the other Eastern 
nations, they use no spoons, but take up their vic- 
tuals in their fingers ; they wash after meals, and 
pour all their water on the floor, near the fire-side^ 
where it sinks through. They are extremely fond 
of bathing, which is a great refreshment in these 
hot countries ; and, it is not uncommon for the na- 
tives to walk into the river, strip themselves there, 
wash their clothes, put them on, and then walk 
about their business. 

Almost every person follows the profession of a 
carpenter, blacksmith or goldsmith. They build 
good serviceable ships both for trade and pleasure, 
and deal in gold, bees- wax and tobacco, the ladt of 
which is better than that of Manilla. 

The most common distempers are fluxes, fevers 
and agues, for wliich the country afibrds sufficient 
medicines, that are well known to the people. They 
are also very subject to leprosies, which, after their 
being cured, leave large blotches on the skin. 

Some of the inhabitants speak Spanish, for the 
Spaniards had formerly some footing among them ; 
but the Malayan and Mindanao languages are the 
most common. They are very jealous of the Spa- 
niards and Dutch, but have often invited the English 
to settle among them. 

Though the sultan is despotic he is very poor^ 
notwithstanding his having the power of command- 
ing the private purse of every subject at his plea- 
sore. He was between fifty and sixty years old, 
and besides his sultana, had twenty-nine concu- 
bines. When he went abroad he was carried in a 
litter on four men's shoulders, attended by a guard 
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of eight or ten men : but he never ventured far from 
the city, for the country being woody, b inconve- 
nient for travelling. Sometimes, however, he took 
his pleasure on the water in a neat vessel, built for 
that purpose, in which was a cabin made of bamboo, 
and divided into three rooms ; in one of them he 
frequently reposed on a carpet, small pillows being 
laid for his head, his women attended in the second, 
and in the third, servants waited with tobacco 
and betel. 

His soldiers were armed with swords, lances, and 
a weapon much like a bayonet, which persons of all 
ranks always wear about them. They never fight 
any pitched battle in the field, but make small 
wooden forts, defended by guns, in which they 
encamp, and endeavour to surprise one another by 
small parties ; but they never give or take quarter. 

As they are Mahometans, they have their sabbath 
on Friday, when the sultan goes twice to his mosque, 
wherein there is a great drum, with only one head, 
which is struck with a large stick, knobbed at the 
end with cotton, at twelve, three, six, and nine 
o'clock, by day and night, and this serves instead 
of a clock. 

« 

They seldom or never circumcise their children 
until they are eleven or twelve years of age, which, 
as it is done with great solemnity, private people 
keep their children until some man of quality cir- 
cumcises his, and so make a general circumcision. 
This office is performed by a Mahometan priest, 
who; holding the foreskin, snips it off with a pair 
of scissars. They keep the ramadan, like the other 
Turks, in August, beginning at one new moon, and 
continuing until the commencement of the next t 
during which time they keep a very rigorous fast 
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until eTening^ when they employ an hoar in prayer^ 
and 'afterwards go to supper. 

Their only music is that of bells without clap- 
pers^ which are commonly sixteen in number, and 
increase in weight from three to ten pounds ; these 
being struck with a stick, produce an uncouth 
noise; for the harmony that might be produced 
from them, is deadened by their being placed on a 
table. Mr. Dampier observed a set of these in the 
house of Raja Laut, the king's brother, who was 
both chief minister and general, and his son being 
about to be circumcised, gave occasion to their be^ 
ing used for several days together before the per- 
formance of the ceremony. There are, however, 
women who sing, and not only dance in time to 
their own voices, but are joined by others; even 
the sultan's children do not disdain to dance with 
them. 

They have a particular aversion to swine's flesh, 
and will not permit any one, who has touched a 
hog, to enter their houses for several days after; 
yet there are great numbers of these animals that 
run wild about the island, and which they frequently 
desired captain Swan's men to destroy, but would 
not converse with them for several days after they 
had been thus defiled. The following is a remark- 
able instance of their superstition in this respect ; 
Raja Laut, the sultan's brother, once desired to 
have a pair of shoes from one of the sailors; but 
being afterwards told that, they were sewed with 
thread, pointed with hog's bristles, he sent them 
back in a great passion, desiring to have another 
pair sewed in some other manner, and his request 
being complied with, he appeared highly satisfiedr 

As the season of the year was far advanced, cap- 
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tain Swan imagining he should be under the neces- 
sity of staying there some time^ resolved to make 
u^hat interest he could with the sultan, and there* 
fore sent Mr. Moore on shore, with a present of 
three yards of scarlet cloth, and three of silver lace. 
He had an audience granted him at about nine 
o'clock at night, and was very graciously received, 
the sultan discoursing above an hour with him in 
Spanish ; and an excellent supper was provided for 
him and his companions before they returned on 
board. Captain Swan paid the sultan a visit the 
following day, and was entertained with betel and 
tobacco. He also was shown a letter from the East 
India company to the sultan; for they had, at that 
time, some notion of building a fort there. Raja 
Laut having some variance with the sultan, was 
not present when captain Swan had the interview 
with his majesty; but he waited on him as he was 
returning from court, and invited him and his men 
to an entertainment of fowls and boiled rice. He 
was a man of quick understanding, spoke and wrote 
Spanish fluently, and was fond of conversing with 
strangers, by which means he was pretty well ac- 
quainted with the customs of the Europeans. He 
was very friendly in his manners to captain Swan, 
to whom he made an offer of his house, and during 
his stay on the island, entertained both him and his 
men in a very hospitable manner. This great man 
had several wives, with each of whom he lay by 
turns, and with the mother of his eldest son, two 
nights running. She who was queen of the night, 
had always particular respect shown to her during 
the day, and wore a striped silk handkerchief, by 
way of distinction. 

The tempestuous weather now approaching, the 
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sailors hauled the sliip up the riter, fifty or sixty 
fishermen lending their assistance; after which 
they moored her in a hole, dug for that purpose, 
wherein she was always afloat; and here many 
citizens came on board of her, who soon provided 
the men with pagallys; and captain Swan being 
generally attended at dinner with his trumpets^ 
Raja Laut was greatly delighted with the music. 

During the wet season, the city of Mindanao, 
which is a mile in length, and stretches along the 
banks of the river, was a perfect pond; and the 
floods frequently washed down large pieces of tim- 
ber from the country, that would have endangered 
the vessel, had not great care been taken to pre- 
vent it. As soon as the floods began to subside, 
captain Swan hired a warehouse, in which he de- 
posited his goods and sails, in order to careen the 
ship ; when it was surprbing to see the multitude 
of worms that had eaten into her, during her stay 
in this harbour. Having new sheathed her, they 
steered out on the 10th of December, when they 
began to take in rice, and to fill their water. But 
the king's brother, who had his views in delaying 
the vessel, constantly kept several of the men on 
shore, hunting black cattle, under the pretence of 
stocking the ship with beef. However, Mr. Dam- 
pier, who made one in these excursions, observes, 
that in ten days they met with only four cows, none 
of which they were able to run down. 

At this time Captain Swan, it was supposed, had 
some thoughts of quitting Mindanao, in order to 
take in a lading of spice in a neighbouring island, 
which has since fallen into the hands of the Dutch. 
However, most of his men expected that he would 
have continued privateering, to which he had an 
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utter aversion^ though he carefully concealed it 
from his people. 

On the 36th of December Raja Laut^had a 
hunting match, in search of black cattle, in which 
he was accompanied by five or six Englishmen, 
and all his wives : but in this hunting match they 
killed only three heifers. However, he and his com- 
pany got drunk two or three times, with a pleasant 
extract of rice. 

At this time, one of the sailors happening acci- 
dentally to find captain Swan's journal, in which 
he had taken notice of the slightest oflfences of 
every sailor on board, and was even lavish of invec- 
tives against the whole crew in general, showed 
it to the rest of his comrades, who, upon this, re- 
solved to depose captain Swftn, which they accord- 
ingly did, choosing Mr. Read captain, in his room, 
and Mr. Teate, master; and leaving htm, with 
thirty-six men, on shore, set sail on the 14th of 
January, 1687, in order to cruise before Manilla. 



CHAP. X. 

Our author sails, with part of the crbw, from MiDdauao; an- 
chors at Sebo, where he sees bats of an extraordinary size. 
They arrive at Mindora, thence proceed to the Island of Ln. 
conia: a description of that island, and of Manilla, its capital. 
They dail to Pulo Condore; a description of that island, and 
particularly the tar.tree, the grape.tree, and the wild-nutroeg; 
"with (he manners of the inhabitants. They sail for the bay of 
Siam, and return to Pulo Condore. 

OUR author having sailed from Mindanao, 
with the greatest part of the crew, anchored on 
the 3d of February, off an island in 9^ 1 &\ on the 
west nde of the island of Sefoo, where they took in 
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^ater, and scrubbed the ship's bottom. It is about 
eight or ten leagues in length, and in the middle 
of the bay they saw a great number of bats, of a 
prodigious size, some of whose wing^, when ex- 
tended, reached eight feet from tip to tip, and weri^ 
edged with sharp, crooked claws, with which they 
clung fast to any thing whereon they happened to 
lay hold. ^ Every night they observed vast num- 
bers of these bats take their flight towaids the 
great island, and return to the small one in the 
morning. 

On the 10th of February they weighed, and 
coasting along the west side of the Philippines, 
passed by Panga, a large island inhabited by the 
Spaniards. They there saw many fires, supposed 
to be lighted to give notice of their approach; the 
sight of a ship on this coast being very uncommor. 
On the 18th they came to an anchor at the north 
end of Mindbra, a large island, forty leagues iu 
length ; a small brook of water ran into the sea, 
near the place where they were at anchor ; and 
they saw g^eat numbers of hogs and oxen, but they 
were so wild, that they could catch or kill none 
of them. While they were here, a canoe with four 
Indians came from Manilla, who told them that 
the harbour of Manilla was seldom without twenty 
or thirty vessels, belonging to the Chinese, Portu- 
guese and Spaniards; and that if they had a mind 
to carry on a clandestine trade, they would deliver 
their letters to certain merchants who resided there. 

On the 2ist they again set sail, and two days 
after came to the south-east end of the island of 
Luconia, when they took two Spanish barks, bound 
from Pagassanam, in this island, to Manilla. 

The island of Luconia, or Manilla, extends six 
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or seven deg^rees in Ungth, and^ near the middle, 
is sixty leagues broad. It is surrounded by many 
•small islands^ especially at the north end; the 
chief and the nearest to it is Mindora, which gives 
its name to a channel that runs between that island 
and Luconia.^ Though this island is situated in 1& 
degrees north latitude^ it is esteemed in general to 
l>e extremely healthy ; and the water that is found 
upon it, is said to be the best in the world. It is 
partly composed of large plains of pasture ground^ 
and partly of mountains, which afibrd some gold. 
It produces all the fruits of the warm climates, and 
the savannahs or plains are well stored with buf>- 
faloes, cows, sheep, goats, hogs, and a most ex^ 
cellent breed of horses, supposed to be carried 
thither first from Spain. The inhabitants, who live 
in small towns, are Indians, under Spanish juris- 
diction, and instructed in the Christian religion, by 
the Spanish priests. It is well seated for the Indian 
and Chinese trade ; and the bay and port of Ms- 
nilla, which lie on the west side, are, perhaps, the 
most remarkable on the whole globe, the bay being 
a large circular basin, nearly ten leagues in dia^ 
meter, great part of it entirely land*locked. Oh 
the east side of this bay stands the city of Manilla, 
which is large and populous, and is situated at the 
foot of a ridge of high hills, fronting the harbour. 
The houses are spacious, strong, and well covered 
with tiles ; and the streets large and regular, with 
a market-place in the midst: it has many hand- 
some churches and convents. The city is well 
watered, and is in the neighbourhood of a fruitfiil 

* Mr. Daropier bad the greatest part of this description from 
Mr. Coppinger, the sargeon on board, \?ho came to this island 
from the coast of Coromandel. 
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«nd pleuttfiil camatay. A cennicnble part of the 
business of this place is, its trade to Acapulco. 

- Thethneof the year being* too far spent to think 
of trade, tiiey resoWed to sail for Pulo Condore, 
Ike chief of a knot of small islands on the coast of 
Cambodia, and to retnm in May, in order to wait 
for the Acapalco ship. Iliey accordingly isiiled 
from Laconia, on the S6th of February, and on 
the 14rth of March came to an anchor on the north 
side of Polo Condore, two miles from the sea. 

This island is five leagues long, and is the only 
one among these small islands that is inhabited. It 
prodaees several sorts of trees, among which is a 
very tall one, three or four feet in diameter, in which 
the inhabitants make a hori'iontal incision, half 
way through, a foot from the ground ; and then 
catting the upper part, sloping inwardly down, till 
it meets with a transverse incision, a liquor distils 
into a hollow, made in the semicircular stump, 
which, when boiled, becomes good tar; and if 
boiled still more, acquires the consistence of pitch, 
for which it is used. One of these trees affords two 
quarts of this juice every day, for a month together, 
and then drying up, recovers again. 

This island also produces mangoes, a frait about 
the bigness (tf a small peach, very juicy and plea- 
sant, and has so fragrant a scent, as to perfume the 
air at some distance. Of the green fruit, a very 
good pickle is ma^e, by cutting it in half, and mix- 
ing it with salt, vinegar, and cloves of garlick. 

Grrapes grow in this island, on a straight tree, whose 
trunk is a foot in diameter, upmi which the fruit 
is in clusters about the body of the tree, in the 
same manner as the fruit of the cocoa- tree. Of 
these, there are both red and white grapes, which 
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nearly reiemble ours, sad are of a pleasant Tinoiii 
taate. 

This island likewise abcmnds in wild nntmeg- 
trees, of the size of onr walnut-trees, and the fruit, 
like our walnuts, grows amongst the boughs. It 
is, however, smaller than the true nutmeg, which 
it exactly resembles, but is without either smell 
or taste. 

Here are several sorts of fowl, as turtle-doves^ 
pigeons, wild cocks and hens, parrots and parro- 
quetoes ; and also hogs, guanoes and lizards ; and 
the sea afibrds turtles, limpets and muscles. There 
are many fresh- water brooks, which for ten months 
in the year run into the sea. The inhabitants of 
the island of Pulo Condore, originally came from 
Cochin- China, and are of a middle stature, but 
well shaped, and of a much darker complexion 
than the Mindanaians. Their hair is straight 
and black ; their eyes are of the same colour^ 
but small, as are their noses, though they are 
pretty high: they have thin lips, little mouths, 
and white teeth. But though the island is con- 
veniently situated for carrying on a trade with 
Japan, China, Manilla, Tonquin and Cochin- 
China, yet the natives are poor ; and have no other 
employment than gathering the juice of the tar- 
tree, and making turtle-oil, by boiling the fat of 
the turtle for that purpose, which they export to 
Cochin-China. 

They offer their women to all strangers, for a 
mere trifle; a custom which is not confined to 
these islands, since it is also used at Pegu, Kam, 
Cochin-China, Cambodia, and other places in the 
East -Indies, as well aa on the coast ei Guinea, in 
Africa. 
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They are Pagans, and our author imagines, that 
tkey worship idols in the figure of an elephant or 
a horse ; he having observed a representation of 
the former, in a temple on the south of the island^ 
and an image of the latter on the outside. This 
temple stood in a small village, and was a mean 
edifice, built of wood. 

They remained at this island from the 16th of 
March to the 16th of April, in which time they 
careened the ship, and made a fresh suit of sails 
out of the cloth taken on board the Spanish prize. 
During their stay, the people supplied them with 
plenty of hogs, turtle and fruit ; in exchange for 
which they gave them rice. They afterwards went 
to the north side of the island, to take in fresh 
water, and then sailed to the bay of Siam, which 
they entered on the 4th of April ; and afterwards 
steered to Pulo Ubr, where they had touched in 
their passage. Here they found two vessels at an* 
chor, laden with lacker, used in japanning: they 
were bound from Champa to Malacca, and had 
Ibrty sailors on board, armed with lances, swords^ 
and some guns. 

On the 21 St of May they returned to Pulo Con<- 
dore, where they found a small bark at anchor; 
when captain Read, sending a canoe to hail her^ 
charged the men not to venture on board, without 
having first made friends of the people, whom he 
suspected to be Malayans; yet disregarding hii 
orders, they boarded her without ceremony; but 
were soon obliged to retreat, being attacked with 
cressets, a kind of bayonets, so that they were 
obliged to leap into the sea, and to secure their 
escape by swimming; and it is very remarkable, 
th^t one Pavid Wailis swam for some minutes, till 
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he was taken up, though he had never practised it 
before, nor was ever able to repeat it again. In re- 
venge for this treatment, captain Read sent two 
canoes filled with men, well armed, to chastise the 
Malayans in the bark ; but having first cut a hole 
in the bottom of the vessel, they sunk her, and 
then escaped into the woods. 



CHAP. XI. 

They sail io St. John's Island, which is de8crib«d, as also «he 
Chinese Junks. Encoatiler a violent storm. Tliey sail to the 
Piscadores ; are cirilly received by the Governor. Steer for 
the islands called The Five Isles; a particular account of the 
remarkable manner in which their towns are built, and the 
manners of the people. 

ON the 4th of June, 1687, they weighed from 
Pulo Condore, intending to cruize off Maniila* 
but the east wind continuing five or six days 
together with great violence, brought them near 
the coast of China ; and, on the 26th, they came 
to anchor, on the north-east end of St. John's 
island, in 2S^ 90^ north latitude. 

The shore of this last island is for the most part 
covered with trees; the soil is in general fertile, 
aiibrds good pasture, and there are some groves 
scattered about the inland parts, Bullocks^ buf- 
faloes, goats and China hogs, abound here. These 
last are all black, with small heads, thick necks, 
very short legs, and great bellies, which sweep the 
ground, But though there are no wild fowl, therv 
are plenty of tame ducks, cocks and hens. The 
natives live for the most part by cultivatuig the 
earth, which produces rice. They are tall, straight- 
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JbofieA Bent iritk Umg Tiisget, ftbd tnmy com- 
pkxions; they bave hi^h forehescb, small ey^, 
m^pntine nwen, black hair, and Btra^ling beardt. 
They iv^n fommly Yety proud of their hair ; bnt 
"wfcen th^ T^artard made a conquest of China, 
they obliged tiiem to shave their heads, reserving 
only one lock on the crown,^ which they sufiered 
to g^ow to a ^reat len^h, generally plaiting it, 
tbotigh sometimes they let it flow loose. They 
never wear a covering for the head, but instead of 
it, use an umbrella ; or if they have bat a little 
way to go, they make use of a large fan; they wear 
alippers on their feet, but no stockings ; and their 
covering is a light frock and breeches. The women 
of any distinction, like those on tilie continent of 
China, cannot walk far, on account of the smallneas 
of their feet, which are swathed up tight in their 
infancy, to prevent their growing, small feet being 
esteemed a great beauty. They work well at their 
needles, and are very curious in embroidering their 
shoes ; but the poorer sort of women wear neither 
shoes nor stockings, and their feet are sufllered to 
grow larger, that they may have it in their power 
to earn their bread. 

In the island of St. John is a small town built 
upon poBte, in a marshy ground, but the houses are 
nieaii, low, and ill-flimished. While they were 
here at anchor, a Chinese junk lay near them ; she 
was flat, both at the head and stem, had little huts 
on her deck three feet high, covered with palmetto- 
leaves, and a Itrge calHU with an attar and lamp 
burning in it. The hold was divided into several 
partitions, each of them so tight, that if a leak 
should spring in one, the goods in the next would 
receive no damage, Every merchant Jbad his par- 
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ticular room, wkere he stowed his goods, and some* 
times lodged in it himself. These junks htye only 
a main-mast and fore-mast, the former with the sail 
narrow aloft, like that of a sloop; and the last has 
a square sail, and square yard. In fair weather 
they also use a top-sail, which they hale down on 
the deck in foul weather, yard and all. The main«- 
masts of the largest junks, are as big as any oi our 
third rate men of war, and not pierced, beii^ all 
of one tree. 

On the 3d of July, perceiving all the signs of 
an approaching storm, they hastily weighed anchor, 
and made what haste they could out to sea, with a 
view of .having sufficient room, and at about eleven 
at night, the wind coming to the north-east, they 
had a most violent tempest, which lasted till about 
four in the morning, when the hopes of the men 
were revived, by seeing a Corpus-Sanctum upcm 
the main-mast, which they considered as a fore^ 
mnner of good weather ; yet had this been upon 
deck, the superstitious sailors would have consi- 
dered it as a sign of their destruction. The Corpus* 
Sanctum is a small glittering meteor resembling a 
star, and is frequently seen dancing about a ship in 
hard weather, 

'About eleven o'clock the following day, there 
was a fiat calm, after which, the storm returned 
with more violence than ever, and lasted by inter- 
vals till the 6th, when the weather proved very 
serene ; but the men being extremely terrified by 
this last storm, and dreading the approaching full- 
noon, resolved to steer towards the Piscadores^ or 
Fisher Islands, in 23^ north latitude. These are a 
good number of islands that lie between the island 
(^ Formosa^ and the continent of Chiiia. Betwixt 
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the two easternmost is a good harbour, where they 
CMt anehor ; and on the west side of the latter is a 
large town, with a fort that commands the hart>onr, 
defended by a garrison of three hundred Tartars^ 
The houses are low, but neatly built. Some of the 
men going on shore, were carried before the gover- 
nor, who being informed that they were I^iglish, 
who intended to trade, used them in a very friendly 
manner, told them that he would giye them as- 
aistance, but that they must not pretend to trade 
there, it being absolutely forbidden. He however 
sent a present to the captain, of a small jar of 
flour, some cakes of fine bread, about a dozen of 
|Hne apples, and a few water melons. The next 
day, an officer who made a very grand appearance, 
came on board with a loose coat^ with breeches and 
boots of black silk, and a black silk cap, upcm 
which was a plume of black and white feathers, 
bring^ing on board a present from the governor, of 
a very fine fat heifer, four goats, two large hogs, 
twenty large flat cakes of bread, two baskets of 
flour, two jars of sam-shu, or arrack, and fifty-five 
jars of hocshu, a strong pleasant liquor extracted 
firom wheat, resembling mum. Capt. Read, in 
return for these presents, sent the governor a gold 
chain, an English carabine, and a curious Spanish 
^Iver-hilted rapier, and caused the nobleman to be 
saluted with three guns at his passing over the 
ship's side. 

On the 29th of July, they left the Piscadores, 
and steered for some islands between Formosa and 
Luconia, known by no other name than the Five 
Isles; and on the sixth of August came to an 
anchor on the east side of the northernmost, in 
dO> 20' north latitude. They imagined that these 
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ulaindswere aninliai^ited ; hvti, to their great 'rar- 
prise, they fbuiid three larg« populous towns> od 
the east side of this hst isknd, aU within a league 
of the sea. To one of these islands they gave the 
name of Prince of Orange island: thb is about 
eight leagues long and two broad. To the northern- 
most, which is four leagues long, and a league and 
a half wide, Mr. Bampier gave the name of Graf- 
ton, in honour of the duke of Grafhm, in whose 
family his wife then lived ; BmA to a third, which 
lies south of Grafton*island, they gave the name of 
Monmouth-island, in honour of tlie duke pf Mon<» 
mouth. This last island is three leagues long and 
one broad ; these were the largest of the number. 
One of the others they call Bashee, from a pleasant 
liquor of that name ; and the other they termed 
Goat -island, frpm the number of goats they saw 
upon it. 

Though Orange-island is the largest of the five; 
it is uninhabited, on aeconnt of its being rocky and 
barren, but Grafton and Mim'mouth-islands contain 
many people; and there is one town in Goat- 
island. 

The hills of these islands are rocky, but the 
valleys have plenty of grass, and are well watered 
with fresh running streams. They prodoce pine- 
apples, plantanes, .bananas, sugar-canes, cottCMiy 
pompions, and potatoes^ and are well stored with 
goats and hogs. 

The natives are of a dark copper colour, and are 
short and squat, with round foces, low foreheads, 
and thick eyebrows. Their eyes are of a hazel 
colour, and small, but much bigger than those of 
the Chinese; they have short noses; their Ups 
and mouths are of a middle size; they have. white 
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teeth, and black thick lank Hair, which they crop 
short, scarcely permitting^ it to cover their ears. 
They go always bareheaded, and the men "have no 
other cloaths but a cloth about their middle, and 
some of them a jacket, made of a plantane leaf, 
which is as rough as a bear's skin. The women 
have, however, a short petticoat of coarse callico, 
of their own making, which reaches a little below 
their knees. But both sexes wear ear-rings made 
of a pale yellow metal, resembling gold, which 
they dig out of the mountains. Mr. Dampier ac- 
knowledges that he did not know whether it was 
really that valuable metal or not; but observes, 
that though it looked at first of a fine colour, it 
afterwards fades ; whidi made the people on board 
suspect it, and prevented their purchasing much of 
it. Their rings and other ornaments, made of this 
metal, the natives rub over with a paste of red 
earth, then throw them into a quick fire, till they 
are red hot, in which condition they throw them 
into water to cool, and then rubbing off the paste, 
they appear of a beautiful lustre. 

Their houses are small, and scarcely five feet 
high, made with small posts, wattled with boughs. 
At one end of them they have a fire place, near 
which there are boards, whereon they lie to sleep 
on the ground. They live together in small vil- 
lages, built on the sides of rocky hills, thi:ee or 
four rows one above another. These precipices are 
said to be framed by nature alone into difierent 
degrees, or, as it were, deep steps or stories ; upon 
each of which they build a row of their houses, each 
TOW being above the other, and to these rows they 
ascend by ladders set in the middle, from one row 
-to another, which being drawn up, there is no pos- 
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sibility of climbing to attack them ; and to prevent 
their being assaulted from above, they chuse a 
situation, where the back of the rock forms a steep 
precipice next the sea. There is a kind of a street 
to every row of houses, which runs parallel with 
the tops of the houses in the row beneath. 

These people are very ingenious, for they un- 
derstand the use of iron, work it themselves, and 
build very neat boats, which resemble our yawls. 
They have also larger vessels, managed with twelve 
or fourteen oars. The women manage the a£&irs 
of husbandry, while the men employ themselves 
in fishing. With respect to their food, they make 
a dish of locusts, which at certain seasons of the 
year come to devour their plants. These they catch 
in nets, and afterwards broil or bake them in an 
earthen pan; and this dish is not ill tasted. Their 
ordinary drink is water ; but they have a liquor, 
which in taste and colour resembles English beer, 
and this is made of the sugar-cane, boiled and 
mixed with blackberries, which they afterwards 
put into jars, and let it work for five or six days, 
when it becomes a strong and pleasant liquor, and 
is called bashee. Their language has no affinity 
either with the Chinese or Malayan; but our 
author observes, that Bullawar, which signifies 
gold among the Indians of the Philippine islands, 
is the name they give to the yellow metal already 
mentioned. 

The only arms used by these people, are lances, 
headed with iron. They wear a kind of armour, 
made of a bufifaloe's skin, which reaches down to 
the calves of their legs, and has sleeves ; it is at 
the bottom pretty wide, but comes close about the 
shoulders, and is as stiiFas a board. Mr. Dampier 
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could perceive nothing like religion amongst them, 
or any thing like civil government; there seeming 
to be no man above the rest, except in his own 
family, for children behaved with great respect to 
their parents. Yet they appeared to have some 
sort of laws ; for during our author's stay there, 
he saw a young man buried alive, as he supposed 
for theft. Each man has but one wife, who treats 
him vnth respect. The boys are educated to fishing, 
and the girls work with their mothers in the plan-' 
tations, which are in the valleys, where every 
person plants as much ground as is sufficient for 
the necessities of the family. They are a civil, 
quiet people, both to strangers, and among them-^ 
selves ; and though there was sometimes occasion 
for it, they never quarrelled with the English, 
while they were there. They have no coin ; but 
part with their yellow metal in grains by guess. 

When the ship first came to anchor, the natives 
had so little suspicion of being injured, that above 
a hundred boats came round the vessel, and they 
made no scruple of going on board. During the 
time the English remained there, they were plen- 
tifully supplied with hogs and goats, the natives 
disposing of a hog of eighty pounds weight for two 
or three pounds of iron, and a good fat goat for an 
old iron hoop ; besides a great quantity of yams, 
potatoes and bashee, for old nails, spikes and leadcQ 
bullets. 
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CHAP. xn. 

I 

They lail for Cape Comorin, and aocbor near Miodanao. The 
death of captain Swan. Description of waterspouts. Arrire 
at Boutou.island; are hospitably receiTed by the snltan; 
anchor bn the coast of New Holland ; an account of a part of 
that country. Sail to Trieste, and arrive at the island of 
Nicobar; Mr.Dampier with others left on shore; his arrifal 
at the English factory of Achin; his employments until bis 
return to England. Description of the painted prince brought 
home by him. 

WHILE they contiimed at these islands, a vio- 
lent storm arose, which drove them out to sea, and 
they were several weeks exposed to the violence of 
the tempest, before they could return to the Bashee- 
island. This last storm so discouraged the men, 
that they resolved tp lay aside the design of cruis* 
ing before Manilla, and were now more inclined 
to steer to England than to undertake i^ny other 
enterprise. However, they were induced by the 
persuasions of captain Read to steer for Comorin. 
But as the eastern monsoon was at hand, Mr. Dam- 
pier observes, that their shortest and best way would 
have been to have passed through the Straits of 
Malacca; but Mr, Teate persuaded them to go 
round to the east of the Philippines, and kjtepdaig 
south of the Spioe-islands, to pass into the Indiaii 
Ocean about the island of Timor. 

On the 3d of October they sailed from these 
islands to the south; and, on tilie 16th came to an 
anchor between two islands that lie to the south-^ 
east of Mindanao, where they hauled their ship on 
to clean her bottom, and made her a fore-top mast, 
a fore-yard, a boltsprit, and a new pump, 
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• Wktle they lay here a ymiag prince^ belonging 
to one of the adjacent Spice-islands, came on boards 
and told them that captain Swan and some of his 
men were still in the city of Mindanao^ where ihey 
were highly esteemed for the great services they 
had performed in fighting against the Alfoores. As 
they were now so near him, Mr. Dampier attempted 
to persuade some of the men to submit to his com* 
mand; but this coming to captain Read's know- 
ledge, be took e£fectual measures to prevent it. 
Afterwards, howeyer, they were informed, that most 
of Mr. Swan's men got off in difierent ships ; but 
that himself and the surgeon going on board a Dutch 
Teasel in that road, were overset by the natives and 
drowned; and, that there was reason to suspect that 
this was done by Raja Lauf s order, as well for the 
sake of some gold the captain had in his possession^ 
and which fell into his hands at Mr. Swan's deaths 
as in revenge for his having uttered some few 
slighting expressions against himself. 

On the 2d of November captain Read left these 
islands, steering a south«east course; and, on the 
22d, standing three leagues to the southward of the 
island of Celebes, they perceived a large proa, in 
which were sixty men^ attended by six smaller one^ 
whom they strove, in vain, to allure on board, by 
showing them Dutch colours* On this coast they 
found oysters of so extraordinary a size, that one 
of them was sufficient to serve seven or eight persons. 

On the 90th of Novanber, towards evening, they 
saw three water-spouts, which are very dangerous 
to flipping ; but any ill consequence from them is 
frequently prevented, by firing great guns at thenit 
in order to break them. A spout is part of a cloudy 
which hangs down, seemingly riopingt and some* 
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times bending like a bow, but never perpendicular ; 
after whicli the sea begins to foam, and the water 
moves gently round, until gradually increasing its 
whirling motion, it flies upwards, a hundred paces 
in circumference at the bottom, but lessening gra- 
dually to the smallness of a spout, through which 
the sea- water is conveyed to the clouds, as is evident 
from their increase in bulk and blackness. The 
cloud, which was before immoveable, is then seen 
driving along, the spout keeping the same course 
for about half an hour, until the suction being 
spent, it breaks off, when all the water that was 
below the spout, or pendulous cloud, falls .again 
into the sea with a terrible noise, to the destruction 
of any thing beneath it. These spouts are, how- 
ever, more terrifying than dangerous. 

On the 6th of December captain Read came to 
an anchor in a harbour on the east side of the 
island of Bouton, in 4^ 54' south latitude. This 
island is twenty- five leagues in length and four in 
breadth. Within a league of the harbour, and 
half a mile from the sea, is a long town, called 
Callafusung, seated on the top of a hill, in a plea- 
sant plain, inclosed with a wall of cocoa-trees, and 
beyond these, with a strong stone wall. The inha- 
bitants are not unlike the Mindanaians, though 
they are more cleanly. They are Mahometans, and 
speak the Malayan tongue. They are governed by 
.^^^ , a sultan, who, hearing that the ship was English, 
came on board, attended by some of his nobles^ 
and three of his sons, and assured captain Read, 
that he was at liberty to trade with his subjects 
for whatever he pleased, and that he was ready to 
serve him to the utmost of his power. The captain 
caused him to be saluted wiUi five guns on hit 
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coming on board, and on his returning on shore, 
with the same number. T)ie natives readily brought 
fowl, eggs, potatoes, and other provisions, on board;, 
and the following day, Mr. Read, by invitation, 
visited the sultan in his palace, which was a very 
neat building. He was received in a room on the 
ground-floor, covered with mats, after his having 
first passed through a lane of forty naked soldiers, 
armed with lances ; and in this apartment was en- 
tertained with cocoa-nuts, betel and tobacco. The 
sultan, some time after, made him a present of a 
boy, each of whose jaws had two rows oi teeth, and 
of two he-goats. Rice and potatoes were in great 
plenty upon this island; as were also several kinds 
of beautiful birds, particularly parroquets, whose 
feathers are beautifully coloured ; and cockadores, 
a bird as white as snow, with a bunch of feathers 
upon its head like a crown, and in other respects 
resembling a parrot. 

They staid here till the 12th, when attempting 
to weigh, they broke their cable and lost their an- 
chor, which had hooked on a rock. However, they 
got clear of the numerous shoals about these islands, 
and on the 20th passed by Ombra, which, in some 
maps, is called Pentara, where they saw thick 
smokes by day, and large fires by night; but 
though there is a considerable town contiguous to 
the sea, on the north side of the island, the weather 
would not permit their standing in for it. 

Having got clear of all the islands on the 27th, 
they steered for New Holland, which they fell in 
with on the 4th of January, 1 688, in latitude 16* 
50' south; and running along to the east twelve 
leagues, came to a point of land, to the east of 
which they anchored on the &th. 
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New Holland is a Tast tract of laad, but wlie- 
fher an island, or part of a continent, hitherto bat 
imperfectly discovered, is not certainly known; 
but Mr. E^pier observes, that he is sure it joins 
neither Asia, Africa nor America. The land is 
dry and sandy, and they had no fresh water, ex* 
eept what was ^t by digging^. Many sorts of trees 
are seen growing in the country, at a distance from 
each other, with pretty long grass under them, 
among which is* one that produces gum-dragon ; 
they, however, found no kind ,of fruit, nor the 
track of any animal, except one, which seemed 
like that of a large mastiff-dog. There were also 
▼ery few fowb or small birds ; and the sea seems to 
be almost destitute of fish, except the manatees and 
turtle, of which there are great plenty. 

The inhabitants appear to be destitute of atf 
the accommodations and comforts of life, they have 
no houses or coverings but the heavens; no gar- 
ments, except a piece of the bark of a tree, tied 
like a girdle round the waist ; no sheep, or poultry ; 
and neither boats nor iron, to procure them better 
accommodations; their only food appears to be a 
small sort of fish, which is brought in with every 
tide, and left in stone wiers, built upon the shore 
for that purpose at low. v^ter. Whatever they 
catch is equally divided, and sometimes they have 
a few muscles, cockles, and perriwincles ; but 
when these fail them, which, through the care ef 
Providence, seldom happens, they are in danger of 
being starved. They are tall, slender, strait, and 
strong4imbed, with great heads, round foreheads, 
and large eye-brows. They have also thick limbs, 
wide mouths, bottle noses, black woolly hair, and 
a very dark complexion. They have no beards, and 
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it id remarkable that the two fore-teeth of the 
upper jaw are wanting both in men and women« 
But whether this is a natural defect, or that they 
are pulled out by way of ornament, our author does 
not pretend to determine. They seemed to have no 
idea regarding marriage, for, to appearance, the 
sexes lived in common; and Mr. Dampier could not 
discover whether they had either religion or govern- 
ment ; but as neither he nor any other person on 
board, could understand a single word of their lan- 
guage, it is not improbable that he might be mis- 
taken in several of these conjectures. Their only 
weapons are wooden lances, formed of straight poles« 
made sharp and hardened at the end, and wooden 
swords. 

These poor people were dreadfully frightened at 
the appearance of the ship's crew on their coast; 
but their fears subsided on finding that they had 
no intention to injure them. Some of the sailors 
endeavoured to prevail on- them, by giving them 
clothes, to lend their assistance in taking in a supply 
of water; but they could find no means of making 
themselves understood, for the natives grinned at 
each other, examjned the clothes with seeming 
amazement, and then laid them down on the ground. 

While the ship remained here, Mr. Dampier was 
threatened to be left on riiore, for endeavouring to 
persuade some of the men to go off to an English 
factory; a design which he had long harboured^ 
but had waited until a favourable opportunity should 
be presented. 

On the 12th of March they left this coast, in 
order to steer for Cape Comorin, and, on the 28th^ 
cast anchor at a small woody island, in 10^30' south 
latitude, where they watered, and caught a great 

VOL. MI. S F 



318 CAPTAIN WILLIAM DAMPIER'S VOYAGE 

number of boobies and land-crabs. On the 13th of 
April they reached the island of Trieste, which b 
not above a mile in circumference, but so very low, 
that it is quite overflowed by the tide at flood, yet 
it produces plenty of cocoa-nuts, with which they 
stocked themselves ; they likewise took here a quan- 
tity of fish, and two young alligators. This place 
they left on the 18th, and on the 29th took a 
small proa at anchor, with four men on board, 
whom Mr. Read unjustly took prisoners, after 
having seized their cargo, which consisted of cocoa- 
nuts and oil, and sunk the vessel, to prevent 
Mr. Dampier and some others from making their 
^scapcb 

On the 5th of May they anchored at the north- 
west end of the island of Nicobar, the most southerly 
of a cluster of islands, to which it gives name ; the 
chief commodities are ambergrise and fruit, which 
are brought on board such ships as enter the road, 
by the natives. This island, which is twelve leagues 
in length, and three or four in breadth, is situated 
in T 30' north latitude. It enjoys a fertile soil, is 
well watered, and forms a very agreeable landscape 
from the sea^ Among the various sorts of trees 
which flourish here, are plenty t>f cocoas and mal- 
lories, a fruit of a light green colour, of the size of 
the bread-fruit, and tastes something like an apple. 
The natives are tall, well-limbed, and of a dark 
copper-colour complexion, with black eyes, well 
proportioned noses, long faces, and lank bUck hair. 
The women have no eye-brows, and probably pluck 
off the hair, with a view of rendering themselves 
more agreeable. The men wear only a kind of 
sash round their waist, and swathed two or three 
times round their thighs; the women have nothini^ 
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more than a very short petticoat^ which reaches no 
lower than their knees* 

Their houses, which are raised upon posts eight 
feet from the ground, consist of but one room, and 
are neatly thatched with palmetto-leaves. They 
have no appearance of any settled government 
among them, every person appearing on an equal 
footing. They are dispersed about the island, and 
there are seldom found above four or five houses 
together. They have a few small hogs, some cocks 
and hens, and plantains; but neither rice, yams, 
nor potatoes. They use proas, which hold twenty 
or thirty men, and make use of oars as we do, sit* 
ting on benches made of split bamboo. 

Here captain Read took in a fresh supply of 
water, and ordered the men to heel the ship, in 
order to clean her. While they were here, Mr. 
Dampier obtained leave of captain Read to go on 
shore with his chest and bedding; and Mr. Hall 
and Mr. Ambrose being also desirous of leaving 
this profligate and unruly crew, came on shore with 
him. The place where they landed had but two 
houses, the master of one of which, by signs, invited 
Mr. Dampier to enter, intimating, that in the dark* 
ness of the night he might be exposed to some 
danger from wild beasts in the woods. Mr. Cop- 
pinger, the surgeon, was very desirous to join them, 
but was prevented by force. The pilot, however, 
they had brought from Pulo Condore, and the four 
men who had been taken in the proa, were also 
left on the island. The above pilot being a Portu- 
guese, and understanding the Malayan and other 
Indian languages, proved a useful member to this 
little comxpunity. 

About twelve o'clock at night Mr. Read got 
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under sail^ when those on shore lay down to deep^ 
ivhich they did not dare to do before, lest he should 
•have reyoked his permission, and dispatched some 
of the men to take them on board by force ; and« 
indeed, he would scarcely have permitted them to 
have staid there, if he had imagined that they could 
find the means of leaving the island, 

Eaily in the morning Mr, Dampier was visited 
by his kind host, accompanied by Tour or five of 
his friends, bringing with him a large calabash of 
toddy. Though at first the Indian was surprised to 
see the number of his guests so much increased, he 
socMi appeared perfectly satisfied, and sold them a 
proa for an axe, which one of them had privately 
brought away with him, knowing it to be a good 
commodity among the Indians. This proa was at 
large as a wherry, but they had no sooner embarked 
with their effects, than it overset, and it took them 
three days in dryuig the papers and goods contained 
in their chests. With the assistance, however, of 
some Achin sailors, they soon set her to rights, and 
fitted her with a good mast and balance-logs, or 
out-liggers,* and then steered for the east side of 
the island, followed by eight or ten canoes of the 
inhabitants; but they were frightened a^i^y by Mr, 
Hall, who, fearing that so large a company would 
increase the price of provisions, fired a gun over 
their heads, which had nearly produced very ill 
consequences : for the Achin men, wh^ were their 
most useful hands, were so terrified, that fhey leaped 
over board, and it was some time before they cppld 
be persuaded to believe, that no harm was intended 
them ; and it so intimidated the inhabitants, tha^ 

* Se« a description of tliese proai in commodore Anson's 
foyagp. 
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ihey hrovkghi them no provisions, irbich they used 
to purchase for small pieces of cloth, and old rags. 
The inhabitants now every where appeared to 
opfiose their landing ; bat in a day or two Mr. Dam* 
pier and Mr. Hall leaped on shore in the presence 
of numbers of them, and soon made peace, by sha* 
king them by the hand, on which they were as 
plentifully supplied with provisions as usual. These 
consisted of mallories, the pulp of which being 
taken from the rind and the core, and pressed toge* 
ther, may be preserved for six or seven days,, some 
hens, a few cocoas, with some large cocoa-nut shellt 
filled with about eight gallons of water. With only 
these sea-stores, they left Nicobar on the 15th of 
May, 1568, steering directly towards Achin. 

On the 18th the sky became overspread, and a 
bah), or bright circle, encompassing the sun, made 
them apprehend an approaching storm; and in- 
deed the tempest became so violent, that they ex« 
pected every moment to be swallowed up by the 
aea. However, on the 19th, in the morning, after 
having been dreadfully bufietted by a tempest of 
wind, rain, thunder and lightning, they, to their 
great ^y, heard one of their Achin men cry Pulo* 
Way, which is an island situated near the north- 
west end of Sumatra ; but about noon they disco* 
vered, that the h^h land they had mistaken foe 
that island proved the golden mountain (^Sumatra; 
the next day, steering for the shore, they came 
to an anchor near the mouth of a river, thirty-six 
Id^^nes to the east of Achin ; and being half dead 
with the fatigues of the voyage, were conducted to 
a small fishing town near Ihe river, where they 
were kindly treated by the inhabitants, and staid 
till ^une ; but finding that they recovered their 
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health but slowly, they resolved to make the best 
of their way to the English factory at Achin ; for 
which purpose they were provided with a proa, 
that carried them thither in three days, where they 
were received with great hospitality, and treated 
in a very friendly manner by Mr, Driscol, who 
was in the service of the East-India Company, and 
served as an interpreter between them and the 
Sttbaudar, or chief magistrate. 

Here Mr. Dampier contracted an acquaintance 
with captain Bowrey, who would have persuaded 
him to sail with him to Persia, in quality of boat- 
swain ; but he declined accepting this proposal, on 
account of the ill state of his health. However, 
Mr. Hall and Mr. Ambrose entered on board Mr. 
Bowrey's ship, and afterwards Mr. Dampier en- 
gaged with captain Weldon, under whom he made 
several trading voyages, for upwards of fifteen 
months, and afterwards entered as a gunner to the 
English factory, at Bencoolen; but quitted that 
employment five months after, from a dislike to 
the governor of the fort. 

Upon this coast he staid till the year 1691, and 
then privately embarked for England, on board the 
Defence, captain Heath commander, the governor 
having revoked his promise of allowing him to de- 
part; but he brought off his journal and most 
valuable papers. 

On the 25th of January, captain Heath sailed in 
company with three other ships, but had not been 
long at sea before a fatal distemper raged on board, 
which was attributed to the badness of the water 
that was taken in at Bencoolen, during the land- 
floods, when it is often impregnated with the tinc- 
tures of poisonous, roots or herbs. Upon this oo- 
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casion captain Heath behaved extremely well ; for 
he not only constantly kept watch himself, but 
supplied the men with some of his own tamarinds ; 
for the most efiectual remedy they could discover 
was, mixing this fruit with the rice they eat. By 
this distemper they lost above thirty of the^ir men« 
and had scarcely as many left as were sufficient to 
bring them to the Cape of Good Hope : but by the 
assistance of a Dutch captain and his men, they 
came to an anchor there in the beginning of April, 
when they were set on shore, and supplied with 
beef, mutton, and oth^r refreshments. 

Here Mr. Dampier also landed with the painted 
prmce, that )iad been given him by a Mr. Moody, 
who had bought him and his mother at Mindanao, 
and afterwards went with Mr. Dampier to Ben- 
coolen, when, at parting, he gave him half the 
share in this painted man and his mother, and left 
them in his custody. They were bom in the island 
of Meangis, which, as he told Mr. Dampier, abounds 
in gold, cloves and nutmegs. He was curiously 
painted on the breast, between the shoulders, and 
on the back, but chiefly on the fore-part of the 
thighs, after the manner of flower- work. This, 
Mr. Dampier understood, was performed by prick- 
ing the skin, and then rubbing into it a gum, 
which flows from a tree called damurer, used in 
some parts of the Indies instead of pitch ; and he 
told Mr. Dampier, that those of his country wore 
golden ear-rings and bracelets about their arms 
and legs, and that their food was fowl, fish and 
potatoes. As to his captivity, he said, that as he 
and his father and mother were going in a canoe 
to one of the adjacent islands, they were taken by 
some Mindanaian fishermen, who sold them all to 
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Raja Laut'fi interpreter, with whom he and his 
mother lived five years as shives, and then were 
sold for sixty dollars to Mr. Moody. Some time 
after Mr. Moody made Mr. Dampier a present of 
his other share in them ; but the mother died soon 
after, and he had much difficulty to save the son's 
life. By the above sickness, captain Heath's ship 
was so thinned, that he was obliged to accept of 
the service of some Dutch sailors, who deserted to 
him from other ships, either for the sake of profit, 
or of speedily returning to Europe. 

After staying here six weeks, they left the Cape 
on the S3d of May; on the 90th of June they ar- 
rived at St. Helena ; and sailing from thence, on 
the 2d of July, anchored in the Downs on the 16th 
of September, 1691, where they found several 
English and Dutch ships preparing to cruise against 
the French, with whom they were then at war. 
Mr. Dampier, after his arrival in the Thames, beh^ 
in want of money, sold at first part of his property 
in the painted prince, and by degrees all the rest : 
after which this Indian was exhibited for money^ 
but at last died of the small-pox at Oxford. 
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CHAP. I. 

The equipment of the squadron. Its passage from St. Helen's to 
the island of Madeira, with an account of that island. The 
passage from thence to St Catherine's. That island described. 

IN the year 1736| a war with Spain appearing 
inevitable, it was proposed to cut ofFthe principal 
reaonrces of the Spaniards, and to deprive them of 
the retnms of that treasure, which alone could en- 
able them to carry on a war against Great- Britain. 
For this purpose several projects were examined, 
and resolutions taken by the council, when it was 
at length determined, that Mr. Anson should be 
sent with a squadron to the South-Seas; but the 
execution of this project was delayed, and indeed 
such measures were taken as had a natural ten- 
dency to render it inefiectual ; for though a con- 
riderable number of land-forces were at first al- 
lowed, it was at length, from some strange infatu- 
ation, resolved, that only 98 mariners should go on 
board ; and that instead of land-forces, their place 
should be supplied with 500 invalids, collected from 

* Afterwards lord Anson, admiral of the White, and first 
lord of the admiraltj, 
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the out-pensioners of Chelsea- college. Of these 
the most crazy and infirm -wtve chosen for this la- 
borious and hazardous undertaking, and those who 
had the free use of their limbs deserting, none 
were left for this important enterprise, but the 
most decrepid and miserable objects that could be 
collected out of the whole body. . The voyage was 
also retarded by the commodore being obliged to 
take on board two agent-victuallers, with merchan- 
dize to the value of jf 15,000, which they were to 
exchange on the coasts of the South Sea for pro* 
visions. By these, and many other delays, the voy- 
age was deferred till the season of the year when 
the westerly winds are generally constant and very 
violent,' and the difficulties and danger of the pas- 
sage the greatest ; and, in short, till the Spaniards 
were fully acquainted with the commodore's desti- 
nation. 

On the 18th of September, 1740, the commodore, 
for fear of ruining the enterprise, weighed from St. 
Helen's with a contrary wind, and cleared the 
channel in four days. The squadron consisted of 
the Centurion, of 60 guns and 400 men, command- 
ed by George Anson, Esq. ; the Gloucester, of 50 
guns and 300 men; the Severn, of 50 guns and 
!J00 men ; the Pearl, of 40 guns and 250 men ; the 
Wager, of 28 guns and 160 men; the Trial sloop, 
of eight guns and 100 men; and two victuallers, 
which were pinks, the largest of about 400, and 
the other of about' 200 tons burden. But the winds 
continuing contrary, they had the mortification to 
be forty days in their passage from St. Helen's to 
Madeira, though it is often performed in ten or 
twelve. 

Madeira is situated in a fine and healthful cli^ 
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mate,* and is composed of one continued hill, of a 
considerable height, which extends from east to 
west. On the south Bide the declivity is cultivated, 
and interspersed with vineyards and country seats^ 
belonging to the merchants. The only considerable 
town in the island is Fonchiale, which is situated 
on the south, at the bottom of a large bay; it is 
defended by a high wall, with a battery of cannon, 
and a fortified castle, which stands on the Loo, a 
rock that rises above the water at a small distance 
from the shore. This town is the only place of 
trade^ and the only place where it is possible for a 
boat to land ; and even there a violent surf conti^ 
nually beats upon th? beach. The island is justly 
famous for its excellent wines, which seem designed 
by Providence for the refreshment of the inhabitants 
of the torrid zone. 

Here Mr. Anson leam<^d from the governor, 
tliat a few days before his arrival, seven pr eigh( 
ships, supposed to belong to the Spaniards, had ap^ 
peared to the westward of the island ; on which 
Mr. Anson dispatched an officer in a clean light 
sloop to discover who they were, but the ofBcef je'r 
turned without being able to get sight of them, 
Mr. Ansou had great reason to suspect that ihes^ 
ships were apprised of his designs, and were dis- 
patched to prepare the Spanish settlements for his 
reception ; and the justice of these suspicions after- 
wards appeared, from his discovering that the 
court of Spain had actually fitted out ft squadron 
to attend his mptipus, and traverse his prqjects.f 

* This island is in the latitude of 32<^27', and longitude, from 
I^ondon, from 18| to }0} degrees west, though laid down in the 
charts at 17. 

f The history of the dread|ul distresses of this squadron, 
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The commodore having at this island supplied 
the ships with as much wine, water, and other re- 
freshments as they could take in, weighed anchor 
on the 3d of November, and the day after, gave, 
orders to the captains, that in case the squadron 
should be separated, to rendezvous at the island ef 
St. Catherine's, and oil the i 9th the Industry Pink 
having fulfilled her charter-party, and her cargo 
being divided amongst the other vessels, she parted 
company, being bound for Barbadoes, to take in a 
freight for England, but in her return from that 
island was unhappily taken by the Spaniards. 

In this long run, the men grew remarkably 
sickly, so that many died, and great numbers were 
confined 'to their hammocks, on ^ich account the 
commodore ordered six air scuttles to be cut in each 
ship, to let in more air between the decks. They 
were afflicted with calentures, a kind of fevers that 
are not only terrible while they last, but even the 
temains of the disease often proved fatal to those 
who thought themselves recovered, and always left 
them weak and helpless. This disorder daily in* 
creasing while they continued at sea, they were filled 
with extraordinary joy at the discovery of the coast 
of Brasil, on the )^th of December in the morning, 
and on the evening of the 18th, they cast anchor 
at the north-west point of the island of St. Cathe- 
rine's. 

They perceived at a distance two fortifications, 
which seemed intended to guard the passage be- 
tween the island and the main; and seeing two forts 
hoist their colours and fire several guns, probably 
as signals for assembling the inhabitants, the com- 

which was commanded by Doq Joseph Pizarro, is given iq 
chap.lv. 
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modore coocluded that his squadron had alanned 
the coast, and therefore to prevent confusion, sent 
a boat with an ofRcer on shore to eompliment the 
governor, and desire a pilot to carry the vessels into 
the road. The governor returned an obliging 
answer, and having sent them a pilot, they anchored 
in a large commodious bay on the continent, called 
by the French Bon-Port, and the next day moored 
at St. Catherine's. 

As it was necessary that the care of the sick 
should first employ their thoughts, the commodore 
gave orders, that each ship should erect two tents^ 
one for the diseased, and the other for the surgeon 
and his assistants; after which about eighty sick 
persons were landed from the Centurion, and nearly 
as many from the other ships, in proportion to their 
number of hands. This necessary duty being per- 
formed, the ships were next cleansed, smoked, and 
every part v^ll washed with vinegar. After which 
every method was taken to secure the vessels against 
the tempestuous weather the people had reason to 
expect in their passage round Cape Horn. 

St. Catherine's* though about nine leagues in 
length, is no where above two in breadth, and 
though it is of a considerable height, it can hardly 
be perceived at ten leagues distance ; it being ob« 
scured by the prodigious mountains behind it on the 
continent of Brasil. 

This island is covered with a forest of trees, that 
retain their verdure in all seasons. But it is so en- 
tangled with underwood, thorns, and briars, as to 
form an impenetrable thicket;, except in some 
narrow paths, made by the inhabitants for their 

* This island lies in 40^. 46'. west longitade from London, 
{|i|d extends from tl^e south latitude of 37*. 35* to that of 38^. 
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own convenienee ; and these, with a few spots alei^ 
the shore facing the continent, that are cleared for 
plantations, lare the only uncovered parts of the 
island. The many aromatic trees and shrubs, with 
which the woods abound, render them extremely 
fragrant. These woods also spontaneously pro- 
duce many kinds of fruit ; and the productions of 
all climates thrive almost without culture, so that 
here are plenty of pine-apples, citrons, lemons, 
oranges, melons, apricots, peaches, grapes, and 
plantains. There are here also great plenty of 
pheasants, but tliey are far from tasting so well as 
those in England. They have likewise small wild 
cattle resembling bu£&loes; these, however, are 
but indifferent food, their flesh being loose, and 
of a disagreeable flavour. The other provisions of 
the island are parrots, monkeys, and particularly 
fish of various kinds, which last are exceeding 
good, and easily caught. The water also is excel- 
lent, and is as fit for the sea as that of the Thames. 
These advantages are counterbalanced by many 
inconveniences. The woodsand hills, that surround 
the harbour, prevent a free circulation of the air ; 
and there is such a quantity of vapour produced 
by the vigorous vegetation of the place, that the 
whole country is all the night covered with a thick 
fog. In the day-time the men were pestered with 
moschettos, resembling the gnats in England, but 
more venomous in their stings ; and when these re- 
tired at sun*-set, they were succeeded by an infinite 
number of sand-flies, which make a mighty buzz- 
ing, though they are scarcely to be perceived with 
the naked eye. Their bite raises a small pimple in 
the flesh, which is soon attended with a painful 
itching, like that arising from the harvest bug in 
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England. In short the fiailora had a melancholy 
proof of the nnbealthftilnesB of the climate ; for the 
Centnrion alone buried no less than twenty-eight 
men after her arrival, and yet the number of her 
sick vms in the saim interval increased from eighty 
to ninety-six. 

The squadron also sojSered many inconveniences 
ftiom ike form of government, and new regulations 
lately established in the island. It was formerly 
only a retreat for vagabonds and out-laws» who fled 
thither from all parts of Bmsil, and who> hanng 
plenty of provisions^ but no money, supported 
themselves without the assistance of any neigh^ 
bouring settlements. While in this situation, they 
were extremely hospitable and friendly to such 
foreign ships as came amongst them ; for as those 
ships wanted only provisions, and the natives wanted 
only cloaths, the ships furnished them with the 
latter in exchange for the former, and both sides 
were highly pleased with this traffic. But of late, 
since the discovery of the gold and diamonds on 
the opposite coast, they had been obliged to submit 
to new laws, and a new form of government. They 
had at this time, instead of their former ragged, 
bare-footed captain, a governor named Don Jose 
Sylva de Pas, who had a garrison of soldiers, lived 
splendidly, and had a better knowledge of the 
importance of money than his more honest prede- 
cessors, and therefore took several methods of 
procuring it, which they were entirely unac* 
quainted with. One of these was placing sentinels 
at all the avenues, to prevent the people selling re* 
fresfaments to the ships, except at such extrava- 
gant prices as they could not a£R>rd to give ; pre^ 
lending he wa0 obliged to preserve provisioiis for 
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above one hundred families, with wluch he daily 
expected to have the colony reinforced. But thU 
was not the worst part of his conduct: 'he was 
deeply engaged in a smuggling traffic, in ex- 
changing gold for silver, by which the kings of 
Spain and Portugal were defrauded of their fifth ; 
and in order to ingratiate himself with the Spanish 
correspondents, had the treachery to dispatch an 
express to Pizarro, the commander of the Spanish 
squadron, fitted out to traverse Mr. Anson's pro- 
jects, and who then lay at Buenos- Ayres, in the 
liver of Plate, with a particular account of every 
circumstance he could suppose the enemy desirous 
of being acquainted with. 

While they were at this island they discovered 
a sail to the ofiing, and the commodore suspecting 
that she might be a Spaniard, gave orders for 
manning his eighteen-oared boat, which he sent to 
examine her, under the command of his second 
lieutenant, before she arrived within^the protection 
of the forts. But she proving a Portuguese bri* 
gantine from Rio Grande, the lieutenant behaved 
with the utmost civility, and even refused to accept 
a calf, which the master would have forced upon 
him as a present. Notwithstanding this the gover^ 
nor was greatly of!ended at Mr. Anson*s sending 
the boat, and represented it as a violation of peace 
subsisting between the crowns of Great Britain 
and Portugal. This ridiculous Mustering was at 
first imputed to no deeper cause than Don Jose's 
insolence; but as he proceeded to charge the 
lieutenant with behaving rudely, opening letters, 
and attempting to take by violence the very calf he 
had refused to receive as a present, there was 
Teason to suspect, that he raised this groundless 
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elamour only to prevent their virating the 
tine, when she should put to sea again, and dis* 
cover the secret of his smuggling correspondence 
with the neighbouring governors.* 



CHAR IL 

The Commodore proceeds from St. Catberine^s tot'ortStJiu 
lian's. That port and the coautry to the south of the rirer 
Plate described. His passage from thence to the Straits Le 
Matre. The distresses of the sqoadroo in doabling Cap« 
Horn. Its arri? al at the island of Juan Fernaodes* 

THE squadron being refitted, and a supply of 
fresh provisions taken in» it set sail from St. Ca« 
therine's, on the 18th of January, 1741, in order 
to proceed to a desart and inhospitable coast, and a 
more boisterous climate than any they had yet ex- 
perienced ; and three days after they had a most 
violent storm, attended with so thick a fog, that it 
was impossible to see at the distance of two ships 
length, so that the ships could not distinguish one 
another; however, the next day at noon, when the 
fog dispersed, Mr. Anson discovered all the ships oF 
the squadron except the Pearl, which did not join 
him till near a month aftervirards. However, in 
this storm the Trial sloop was a great way to the 
leeward ; for she had lost her mainmast, and for 
fear of bilging, had been obliged to cut away the 
raft, the commodore therefore bore down with the 
squadron to her relief, and a ^eat swell still con* 
tinning, the Gloucester was ordered to take her in 
tow, and again stand to the southward. 

* The reader maj see a description of the adjacent continent 
of Brasil in Vol. II. 

VOL. III. 8 H 
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On the 18th of February they discovered a sail, 
when the Severn and Gloucester were ordered to 
give chase; but Mr < Anson perceiving it to be the 
Pearl, which had been separated from the squadron 
in the storm, a signal was made for the Severn to 
rejoin the squadron, and to leave the Gloucester 
alone in the pursuit j but to the surprise of the 
squadron it was observed, that on the Gloucester's 
approach, the people on board the Pearl increased 
their sails, dnd stood from her^ The Gloucester 
iiotwithstiinding this came up with them, when she 
found their hammocks in their nettings, and every 
thing ready for an engagement. The Pearl having 
joined the commodore, lieutenant Salt informed 
him, that on the 10th instant he had seen five 
Spanish men of war, which for some time he ima- 
gined to belong to the British squadron, and that 
he had suffered the commanding ship, which wore 
a red broad pendant, exactly resembling the com*, 
modore's, to come within gun-shot of him before 
he discovered his mbtake ; but finding that it was 
not the Centurion, he crowded from them with 
all his sail, and happily escaped, though the whole 
iquadron continued the chase all that day. 

On the 18th of February the squadron came 
to an anchor in the bay of St. Julian on the coast 
of Patagonia, when the Trial was immediately 
put in repair; and as this port is a convenient 
rendezvous in case of separation, for all cruisers 
bound to the southward, a description of it, and of 
the coast of Patagonia, cannot be unacceptable to 
the curious. 

The country stiled Patagonia extends from the 
Spanish settlements in South America, to the 
Straits of Magellan. It is very remarkable^ that 
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though the whole country north of the river Plate 
is stored with immense quantities of lat^e timber, 
yet no trees of any kind are to be met with south 
of that river, except a few fruit-trees, planted by 
the Spaniards near Buenos- Ayres : thus the whole 
eastern coast of Patagonia, extending one thousand 
two hundred miles in length, and as far back as 
any discoveries have been yet made, has no other 
wood than a few insignificant shrubs. 

The land, however, appears to be > composed of 
downs, of a dry gravelly soil, covered with tufts of 
long coarse grass, interspersed with barren spots, 
where nothing is to be seen but gravel. In many 
places this grass feeds immense herds of black cattle, 
a few of which were brought over by the Spaniards, 
after their first settling at Buenos- Ayres, and these 
have multiplied to such a surprising degree, and 
spread so far into difierent parts of the country, that 
they are not considered as private property ; many 
thousands of them beings annually slaughtered by 
the hunters, merely for their hides and tallow. These 
hunters are mounted on horseback, and armed with 
a kind of spear, which, instead of having a blade 
at the end, fixed in the same line with the wood, is 
fixed across. With this instrument they pursue the 
beast, and the hunter, who comes behind, hamstrings 
him, after which the beast soon falls, without be- 
ing able to rise again, when the hunters cruelly 
leave him and pursue others, who are served in th^ 
same manner. Sometimes, indeed, a second party 
attends the hunters, to skin the cattle as they fall ; 
but, it is said, that at other times they choose in- 
humanly to suffer the poor creatures to languish in 
torment until the next day, from an opinion, that 
the ^iguisb endured by the animal, facilitjites the 
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separation of the skin from the carcase ; a barbaroat 
practice, which, though the priests have loudly con- 
4cinned, they have not been able entirely to put a 
stop to it. The flesh of the cattle, killed in this 
manner, is left to putrefy, or to be devoured by the 
birds and wild beasts, particularly the wild dogs« 
of which there are immense numbers; these are 
supposed to have been ori'^inally produced by Spa* 
nish dogs from Buenos- Ayres ; but being allured by 
the plenty of carrion, left their toasters, and ran 
wild among the cattle. 

Besides the black caitle annually slaughtered for 
their hides and tallow» many of them are taken 
«live, without wounding them, for the use of agri- 
i^ulture and other purposes. This is performed with 
almost incredible dexterity. The hunters, who are 
mounted on horseback, take a very strong thong of 
several fathoms in length, at one end of which is a 
running noose; they hold it in the right hand, and 
it being properly coiled up, and the opposite end 
fastened to the saddle, tl^ey ride towards a herd of 
cattle, and when^they come within a certain distance 
of the beast they intend to catch, throw the thong 
with such exactness, that they neyer fail to fix the 
noose about his horns^ Tl)e beast generally mns 
as sopn as he finds himself entangled ; but the horse 
having greater swiftn^ss^ attends him pptil a second 
hunter throws another noose about pne pf its hind- 
legs, and then both horses instantly turn difieren^ 
ways, by which means the beast is presently over- 
thrown, and while the hor^s still keep the thongs 
on the stretch, the hunters alight, and secure him 
in such a manner, as easily to convey him wherever 
they please. They also, in the same manner, noose 
horses; and there are not wanting persons of credit^ 
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who assert, that by the same method they catch 
even tigers. 

The horses, which were originally from Spain, 
are not only prodigiously increased, but have run 
wild even to a greater distance than tiie black cat* 
tie ; and thou^ many of these are fine ones, yet 
their numbers render them of such little value, that 
the best of them are often sold in the neighbouring 
settlements, where money is also plentiful, for a 
dollar a piece* 

Throughout this whole country there are also 
considerable numbers of vicunnas,' or Peruvian 
sheep ; but these being remarkably shy, and ex* 
tremely swift, cannot be killed without difficulty. 
On this coast there are vast numbers of seals, and 
a prodigious variety of sea fowls : the most remark* 
able of these are the penguins, which in shape and 
size resemble a goose ; but instead of wings have 
short stumps like fins, that are of no use to them 
except in the water. Their bills are narrow ; and 
as they stand and walk in an erect posture, sir 
icibxk Narborough has whimsically compared them 
to little children standing up with white aprons 
before them, A principal disadvantage in this 
country is the scarcity of fresh water, which how- 
ever has been sometimes found in small quantities; 
but the ponds and streams are generally brackish. 
On this part of the coast, which at port 8t, Julian 
is not above 900 miles over, there seems to be but 
few inhabitants ; but in the neighbourhood of Bue* 
noS'Ayres, where the continent is near four times 
as broad, and the climate much milder, they are 
sufficiently numerous, and excel the more southern 
Indians in activity and spirit. In their bravery they 
iiearly resen^ble the gallant Indians of Chili, who 
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liave f requeiitly set the power of Spain at defiance^ 
have often ravaged their country, and still remain 
independent. They are generally excellent horse- 
men, and extremely expert in the use of all military 
weapons except fire-arms, which the Spaniards are 
very solicitous to conceal from them ; and, indeed^ 
the best way of subverting the Spanish empire in 
America seems to be, that of giving due encou* 
ragement to these Indians and those of Chili. 

It has been observed by sir JohnNarboroilgh, that 
the port St. Julian produces excellent salt ; and that 
in February the salt found there was sufficient to 
fill 1000 ships; but on Mr. Anson's sending an 
officer to the salt- pond, to get a quantity of salt 
for the use of the squadron, he found that it was 
scarce and bad, which might probably be occa^ 
sioned by the wetness of the season. 

The Trial being refitted, which was one of their 
principal employments at the bay of St. Julian, and 
the only occasion of their stay, the commodore held 
a council of the principal officers on board the 
Centurion, and informed them, that he was ordered 
to endeavour to secure some port in the South-Seaa, 
where the ships of the squadron might be careened 
and refitted ; and proposed to attack Baldivia, the 
principal frontier of Chili : to which the council 
unanimously agreeing, new instructions were given 
to the ji^aptains of the squadron, importing, that in 
case of a separation, they were to make the best of 
their way to the island of Nuestro Senoro del Socoro, 
where they were to cruise only ten days ; when, if 
they were not joined by the commodore, they were 
to proceed and cruise fourteen days off the harbour 
of Baldivia; #nd, if not joined by ihe rest of the 
sq«)a4rpn, to clirect their course tp the island of 
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Juan Fernandez. It was also ordered, that no ship 
should keep at a greater distance from the Centu^ 
rion than two miles, without an unavoidable 
necessity. 

These regulations being established, the squa* 
dron weighed anchor on Friday the 27th of Febru- 
ary in the morning ; but the Gloucester not being 
able to purchase her anchor, was left a considerable 
way a-stem, and obliged to cut her cable, and leave 
her best bower behind. On the 4th of March, when 
they were in sight of cape Virgin Mary, the after- 
noon being very bright and clear, most of the cap- 
tains took that opportunity to pay a visit to the 
commodore ; but while they were in company, they 
were all greatly alarmed by a sudden flame burst- 
ing from the Gloucester, succeeded by a cloud of 
smoke; but their apprehensions were soon removed, 
by the information, that the blast was occasioned 
by a spark from the forge lighting on a quantity 
of gunpowder, and other combustibles, which an 
officer on board was preparing for usef, in case it 
should happen that they should engage the Spanish 
fleet ; and that it had been extinguished before the 
ship had received the least damage. 

The squadron found that, in these high latitudes, 
fair weather was of very short duration ; and, that 
when it was remarkably fine, it was a certain pre- 
sage of a succeeding storm. The fine afternoon 
just mentioned ended in a most turbulent night, 
succeeded by a dreadful storm the next morning, 
which continued all day; but at midnight the wind 
abated, and the succeeding morning they disco- 
vered the land called Terra delFuego, which afford- 
ed a very uncomfortable prospect, it being of a stu- 
pendous heighti and every where covered with snow. 
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On the' 7lii of March they began to open the 
straitg, and had a prospect of Statenland ; an island, 
which, in the wildness and horror of its appearance, 
far surpassed Terra del Fnego. It seemed entirely 
composed of inaccessible rocks, which, without 
the least mixture of earth, terminated in a great 
number of ra^ed points, that arose to an amazing 
height ; all of them were Covered with snow, and 
on every side surrotmded with frightful precipices, 
while the hills which bear them are generally sepa- 
rated from each other by clifts through the main 
substance of the rocks, almost to their very bot- 
tom ; nothing can be imagined more dreadftil and 
gloomy, these stupendous chasms appearing as if 
produced by frequent earthquakes. The squadron 
was hurried through these straits by the rapidity of 
the tides, in about two hours, though they are be^ 
tween seven and eight leagues in length. As these 
are usually reckoned the boundaries of the Pacific 
and Atlantic oceans, the men begto to hope that 
their dangers were now almost at an end; and 
flattering themselves that they had now nothing 
but an open sea till they arrived at those wealthy 
coasts where all their wishes were centered, they 
imagined that they were on the point of realizing 
the golden dreams on which they had feasted so 
long in ima^nation. These pleasing ideas were 
greatly heightened by the brightness of the sky, 
and the s lenity of tiie weather ; for though the 
winter was^ advancing, yet the morning of that day 
was as mild and delightful as any diey had seen 
since their departure from England ; but they had 
scarcely reached the southern extremity of the 
straits Le Maire, when all these pleasing hopea 
were instantly lost, in the prospect of immediate 
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destniction ; for before the stemmost ships of the 
tquadron were clear of the atrait«^ the Bky became 
taddenly obscured » and the wind shifting to the 
southward, blew in the most violent squalls, while 
the tide, which had hitherto favoured them, turned 
furiously, and drove them to the eastward with pro- 
digious rapidity, so that they were in the greatest 
aanety for the two stemmost vessels, the Wager 
and the Anna pink, fearing lest they should be 
dashed to pieces on the shore of Statenland, which 
indeed they with the utmost difficulty escaped. 

From this day, for about three months, they 
struggled with such dangers and distresses, as are 
scarcely to be paralleled, and had a continual sue* 
cession of such tempestuous weather, as surprised 
the oldest and most experienced mariners, who con^ 
fessed, that what they had hitherto called storms, 
were inconsiderable gales, compared to the violence 
of these winds, which raised such short and such 
mountainous waves, that justly filled them with 
continual terror ; for, had but one of these waves 
broke over them, it would, probably, have sent them 
to the bottom. The ships rolled incessantly, and 
the men were continually in danger of being dashed 
to pieces against the decks and sides of the ships ; 
for though they took all possible care to secure 
themselves from these shocks, by grasping some 
fixed body, yet many useful people were forced 
from their hold, and either kiUed or disabled. These 
tempests were rendered still more mischievous from 
the manner of their approach ; for, if the men, after 
being frequently reduced to lie at the mercy of the 
waves, under their bare poles, sometimes ventured 
to make sail, with their courses double-reefed, and 
the weather proving more tolerable, would encoa« 

VOL. III. S I 
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rage them to set their top-sails, the wind would 
suddenly return with redoubled force, and in an 
instant tear the sails from the yards ; and, to in- 
crease the distress, these blasts commonly brought 
with them a great quantity of snow and sleet, which 
froze the sails, and rendered both them and the 
cordage so brittle, as to snap on the slightest strain, 
while, at the same time^ it benumbed the limbs of 
the people, and even disabled many of them, by 
mortifying their* fingers and toes. The Centurion, 
by labouring in this lofty sea, in which she fre- 
quently shipped large quantities of water, grew so 
loose in her upper-works, that she let in the water 
at every seam, and scarcely any of the officers ever 
lay in dry beds* 

On the 23d of Mareh a violent storm of wind, 
hail and rain, sprung the main-yard of the Centu- 
rion, and the foot-rope of the main-sail breaUng, 
the main-sail itself split instantly to rags, and in 
spite of all their endeavours to save it, the greatest 
part was blown over board. This obliged the com- 
modore to make a signal for the squadrcm to bring 
to, and the storm ceasing, endeavours were instantly 
used to repair the damage. They again got under 
sail, but in twenty-four hours were attacked by 
another storm, in which the Centurion had her main 
and mizen-shrouds broke. For two or three days 
after this the weather grew less tempestuous than 
usual ; but there was so thick a fog, that the Cen- 
turion was obUged to fire a gun almost every half 
hour, to keep the squadron together. 

On the 31st, the people were alarmed by a gun 
fixed from the Gloucester, and a signal made to speak 
with the commodore, on which the Centurion bear- 
ing down, it was found that the main-yard wa« 
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broke in the slings. This was considered a g^eat 
misfortune, as it was likely to detain them longer 
in that iahosjHtable climate ; therefore, to shorten 
this delay as much as possible, the commodore 
wdered several carpenters to be put on board the 
Gloucester from the other ships, that the damage 
might be repaired with the utmost expedjition. The 
captain of the Trial, at the same time, complaining 
that his pumps were bad, and the sloop made so 
much water, that he was scarcely able to keep her 
free, the conmiodore ordered him a pump ready 
fitted from his own ship. The next day the sky 
looked dark and gloomy, and the wind beginning 
to freshen and blow in squalls, indicated the ap- 
proach of a severe tempest; accordingly, on the 
3d of April, there arose a storm, which, from its 
violence and continuation, exceeded all they had 
hitherto encountered. The Centurion soon received 
a furious shock from a sea, which, breaking over 
the larboard quarter, stove in her quarter-gallery, 
and rushed into the ship like a deluge ; at the same 
time the masts and rigging were much damaged. 
This dreadful storm lasted three days. On the 8th 
seveml guns were fired, as signals of distress, when 
the commodore making a signal for the squadron 
to bring to, it was soon discovered that the Wager 
had lost her mizen-mast and main-top-sail-yard, and 
the next day the Anna pink had her fore-stay and 
the gammon of her bow-sprit broke, and was in 
danger of having all her masts come by the board. 
They now began to flatter themselves with hopes, 
that their fatigues were drawing to a period, and 
that they soon should arrive at a more hospitable 
climate ; for towards the latter end of March they 
were, according to their reckoi|in^, near ten degrees 
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to the west of the wefiternmost point of Terra del 
Fuego, and ever since had been standing to ihm 
northward, with as much expedition as the tnrbu* 
lence of the weather would permit ; but these de- 
lusions onlj served to render their disappointment 
more terrible ; for on the 144li of April, the weather, 
which until then had been hazyi clearing np, the 
Anna pink, between one and two in the morning, 
made a signal for seeing land right ahead, whick 
being but two miles distant, they were all in the 
greatest danger of running ashore; and had the 
wind blown with violence from its usual quarter, or 
if the moon had not suddenly shone out, every ship 
must have perished. This land, to their great 
amazement, appeared to be Cape Noir, though they 
imagined they were 10 degrees more westerly ; for 
the currents had driven them so strongly to the 
eastward, that when they supposed they ran down 
19 degrees west, they had not really advanced half 
that distance. By this discovery they found Uiem.«^ 
aelves obliged to steer once more to the southward, 
and instead of approaching a warmer climate, were 
again to combat those dreadinl blasts, tibat had so 
oft^i filled them with consternation. To increase 
their apprehensions, they were dreadfully enfeebled 
by the men falling sick and dying apace. Three 
days before they lost sight of the Severn and Pearl ; 
and, though the ships were spread out in search of 
them, they never saw them more ; whence it was 
concluded, that they had run upon this land in the 
night, and had perished. Filled with these despond-^ 
ing thoughts, they stood away to the south-west 
until the ^S2A of April, when they were in upwaeds 
of 60 degrees of south latitude, and 6 to the west 
of Cape Noir, in which ran they had as favourable 
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weather w eould be expected; bot on the 9M^ is 
the eyemng, the wmd increaied to a prodi^ous 
itorm, aod the weather being extremely thick, the 
other four ships of the squadron separated, nor did 
they meet again until they reached Juan Fernandez ; 
the Centurion, during this tempest, had her sails 
rent to pieces, and much of her rigging broke. 

The scurvy had now for a consideridrfe time 
made its appearance, and had spread to such aa 
alarming degree, that this dreadful disease carried 
off forty-three men from onboard theCenturiononly, 
in the mcmth of April, and double that number in 
May, after which it was still increasing. The many 
forms wherein this destractive disease attacks the 
human body, are as astonishing as they are unac- 
countable. Its symptoms are inconstant and inna- 
mecaUe ; and scarcely did the complaints of any 
two persons exactly resemble each other : yet there 
are some symptoms more usual than the rest, such as 
large discoloured spots spread oyer the whole body, 
swelled legs, putrid gums, extraordinary lassitude, 
surprising dejection of spirits, shiverings and trem- 
blings, with a disposition to be seized with unae- 
consAable terrors on the slightest accidents; and 
whatever damped the hopes of the men, added new 
vigour to the distemper, killing those who were in 
the last stages of it, and confining those to their 
hammocks who were before capable of duty. It 
often produced the jaundice, pleurisies, rheumatic 
pains and putrid fevers; but what is most extraor- 
dinary, it forced open the scars of wounds which 
had been many years healed, and dissolved the 
callous of a broken bone, which had been com- 
pletely formed for a long time, so that the fracture 
seemed as if it had never been consolidated. Maiqr 
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of the people, thoa^h confined to their hammocktf^ 
ivere chearful, talked in a loud, strong tone oi 
▼oice, and eat and drank heartily; bat on being 
only moved in their hammocks, from one part of 
the ship to another, immediately expired. Others, 
trusting to their seeming strength, resolved to get 
out of their hammocks, but died before they could 
reach the deck; and it was common to see the men 
drop down dead, upon a violent effort of duty. 

On the 8th of May the Centurion arrived off 
the island of Socoro, which was the first rendez- 
vous appointed for the squadron; she waited there 
several days to no purpose, in which she was often 
in danger of being driven upon the rocks; for 
there were still such prodigious squalls, that with 
the greatest difficulty they kept clear of the shore. 
In one of these squalls, which was attended with 
dreadful claps of thunder, a sudden flash darted 
along the decks, with an explosion like that of 
several pistols, and, as it passed, wounded many of 
the officers and men. 

There would be no end, were we minutely to 
describe the disasters and terrors the people encoun- 
tered on this coast, all which increased till the 22d 
of May, when the fury of all the storms they had 
hitherto endured seemed to be united, and to have 
conspired their destruction. Almost all the sails of 
the Centurion were split, and great part of her 
standing rigging broke ; and a mountainous sea 
taking her in the starboard quarter, gave her so 
prodigious a shock, that several of the shrouds 
broke with the jerk, and the ballast and stores 
were so strangely shifted, that the ship afterwards 
lay on her larboard side. By this tremendous blow 
the people were thrown into the utmost consUT^ 
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nation, from the dread of immediately foundering ; 
but the wind abating, they endeayoured to mend 
their sails, and repair their damage, during which 
they were driven ashore on the island of Chiloe ; 
bat the wind happily shifting to the southward, 
they steered off land with only the main-sail; the 
master, and the Rev. Mr .Walter, the commodore's 
chi^lain, undertaking the management of the helm, 
while the rest were employed in securing the masts 
and bending the sails. 

This was the last stormy weather they met with 
in that climate; for after a fortnight's cruise, with- 
out seeing any of the other ships, the Centurion 
that day got clear of the land, and the weather 
being pretty moderate, bore away for Juan Fer- 
nandez, which was thought to afibrd the only 
efaance the men had left, to avoid perishing at sea: 
for though the harbour of Baldivia was the next 
appointed rendezvous, it was no longer thought on, 
the sole hope now left being that of saving the 
ship, and the few remaining lives on board. Time 
being now extremely precious, as four, five and 
six, of the Centurion's men died in a day, they 
stood directly for that island ; but not finding it in 
the position their charts had taught them to ex- 
pect, they began to apprehend being too far to the 
westward ; and though the commodore himself was 
firmly persuaded that he saw it on the morning of 
the SSth, his ofiieers supposing it to be only a cloud, 
a supposition which the haziness of the weather 
made probable, it was, on a consultation, resolved 
to stand to the eastward, in the parallel of the 
island ; but on the 30th of May, having a view of 
the continent of Chili, they had the mortification 
to find ^they had needlessly altered their course, 
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when they were, in all probability, juft upon the 
point of gaining the island. Those who remained 
alive were entirely dispirited by this new disap- 
pointment, and the general dejection prevailing^ 
added to the virulence of the disease, and the mor^ 
tality increased to a most dreadful degree. 

To these calamities was added the painful cir- 
eumstance, that, on their standing to the westward. 
In quest of the island, they were so delayed by 
calms and contrary winds, that it cost them, nine 
days to regain the westing which they had run 
down in two, when they stood to the eastward. In 
this desponding condition, with great scarcity of 
water, and the crew so diseased, that there were 
not above ten foremast men in a watch capable of 
doing duty, and even some of these lame, they saw 
the long wished-for island of Juan Fernandez, on 
the 9th of June, losing, by this last mistake, be-- 
tween seventy and eighty men, who would doubt- 
less have been saved^ had they made the island 
when the commodore discovered it on the 21st of 
May; but, notwithstanding this, it will hereafter 
appear, that this mistake was providentially the 
means of the preservation of all who survived this 
seeming misfortune. 



CHAP. III. 

A description of Joan Fernandez, with the mearares porsned 

by Mr. Anson in that island. The arriral of the Anna pink; 

^ and a narrative of the distresses the former had endured, and 

what happened to the latt/er while at anchor near the island 

of Inchin. 

THOUGH the Centurion again discovered the 
idand of Juan Fernandez on the 9th of Jnne^ at 
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iaj-break, yet her people were all that day and 
the next night in getting in with the land ; and in 
the middle watch the debility of the people was so 
greats that the lieutenant could only muster two 
qoarter-^masters and six foremast men ; so that had 
it not been for the assistance of the officers, ser^- 
vants, and boys, it might have been impossible 
to haye reached the island after they had got 
sight of it. 

To this wretched condition was the Centurion^ a 
sixty gun ship, reduced, which three months before 
had passed the straits le Maire^ with between 
four and five hundred men, almost all of whom 
were in health and full vigour^* 

On the 10th, in the afternoon, they got under 
the lee of the island: they ranged along it at 
about two miles distance, and being now near the 
shore, observed that the country, whicih at a dis- 
tance seemed to be extremely mountainous, rugged^ 
and irregular, assumed a very different appear- 
ance* The broken craggy precipices were in most 
places covered with woods, and between them ap- 
peared the finest valleys, cloathed with the most 
beautiful verdure, and watered with many streams 
and cascades. Such a scene, so beautifully diver* 
afied, must have been delightful to an indifferent 
spectator; but in the distressed condition of the 
Centurion's men, who were in a manner languishing 
for the land, and its vegetable productions, a 

* To aroid the dreadful dtitressed endured by the squadron 
in this long and dangerons passage) Mr. Walter advises all 
ships who sail to the South Sea not to pass straits le Maire, 
but to run to the south as far as the latitude of sizty.one or 
sixt j.two degrees, and neref to attempt this passage, but in the 
height of summer, that is in the months of December and 
January. 

VOL. iti. 9k 
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tttuatidn <tf mind which always attends the scunry, 
H is not to be conceived with what transport and 
eagerness they viewed the shore, and how impa- 
tiently they longed for the greens, the fresh water, 
«nd the other refreshments then in sight; and Mr. 
Walter observes, " That those only who have 
endured a long series of thirst, and can readily 
re€al the desire and agitation which the ideas alone 
of springs and brooks have at that time raised in 
Ihem, can judge of the emotion with which they 
eyed a large cascade of the most transparent water, 
which poured itself from a rock near one hundred 
feet high into the sea, at a small distance from the 
ship." Those who had been long confined to their 
hammocks, now exerted all the strength they had 
left in crawling up to the deck to feast their eyes 
with the reviving prospect. They thus coasted 
along the shore, contemplating the inchanting 
landskip, which improved as they advanced ; but 
the night closed upon them, before they had dis- 
covered a proper bay. At four the next morning 
the third lieutenant was dispatched with the 
cutter to discover the bay they sought for, and at 
noon he returned with the boat laden with seals 
and grass; for the boat's crew did not stay to 
aearch for better vegetables, as they well knew 
that even grass wobld prove a dainty, and indeed 
it wras soon eagerly devoured. As for the seala 
they were at this instant rendered le#s valuaMe, by 
the people on board having taken, during the 
boat's absence, a great quantity of excellent fish. 
The cutter had discovered the bay where they 
intended to anchor, and the weather proving fa- 
^vourable, the next morning they endeavoured to 
weigh, which with great difficulty they performed. 
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by obl^giiig eyen the sick, who were scarce able to 
stand, to lend their aj»istance, and at length, by 
making use of their utmost efforts, they got into 
the bay in fifty-six fathom water* 

The Centurion had not long got her new birth» 
when a sail was discovered, which, on its nearer 
approach, was found to be the Trial sloop. The 
commodore immediately sent some of his hands 
on board her, by whose assistance she was brought 
to an anchor in the bay, when captain Saunders, the 
commander, waiting on Mr. Anson, informed hin^ 
that he had buried thirty-four of his men out of his 
small complement, and those that remained were 
so afflicted with the scurvy, that only himself, hig 
lieutenant, and three of his men, were able to stand 
by the sails; and that on the 9th of May he had 
fallen in with the Anna pink, with whom he had 
kept company four days, when they were parted 
in a hard gale of wind. 

The coi^modore's principal attention was now 
employed in sending materials on shore, to raise 
tents for the reception of the sick, who died fast on 
board; the distemper being doubtless considerably 
augmented by the stench and filthiness in which 
they lay, for few could be spared to look after 
them, which rendered the ship extremely loath- 
some between decks. But notwithstanding the 
eager jdesire of all to be on shore, they had not 
hands enough to prepare the tents before the 1 6th ; 
but on that and the two following days, they were 
all landed, amounting to one hundred apd sixty- 
seven persons, besides twelve or fourteen who 
died in the boats, on being exposed to the fresh 
air. The greatest part of the sick were obliged to 
be carried out of the ship In their hammocks, and 
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The "mwdis^ wbkh eoter mcHit of the steepeat 
hillB^ are bo free from bashes and wider-wood, u 
to aflford an eai^r pMnge through every part of 
them; and, ki the northern part of the island, the 
irregularities of the hills and precipices traced out 
a irariety of the most roaaantic valleys, most of 
which have a stream of the clearest water that runs 
through them, after its having fallen in cascades 
from rock to rock. In some particular spots in 
these valleys, the loftiness of the over-hanging 
rocks, the frequent falls of the neighbouring streams, 
with the shade and fragrance of the contiguous 
woods, presented scenes of the utmost el^ance and 
dignity. Here the simple producticms of unassisted 
nature, may be said to excel all the fictitious de- 
scriptions of the warmest imagination. 

To conclude this description of the face of ihia 
beautiful island, we shall give a view rf the spot 
where the commodore pitched his tent, and resided 
during his stay. The place he chose was a small 
lawn, that had an easy ascent, and lay at the dis- 
tance of about half a mile from the sea. His tent 
fronted a large avenue, cut through the woods, 
which sloping with a gentle descent to the water, 
afforded a prospect of the bay and ships at anchor* 
The lawn was screened behind by a wood of tall 
myrtles, sweeping round it in a semicircular foim : 
the slope, on which the wood stood, rose with a 
Steeper ascent than the lawn; while the hills and 
precipices within land towered considerably above 
the tops of the trees, and heightened the grandeur 
of the view; besides two streams of crystal water 
ran on the right and left of the tent, within the 
distance of a hundred yards, aud completed the 
symmetry of the whole, by their beiog shaded with 
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the trees, which, on either side slurted the lawn. 
The prodigioiiB nnmber of goats, former writers 
mention to have been found on this island, ha?e 
been greatly diminished by the dogs set on shore 
hy the Spaniards, to deprive the buccaneers and 
jprivateers of the advantages they reaped from their 
numbers, which supplied them with plenty of ' pro- 
Tisions ; but, it is remarkable, that the Centurion's 
men found several of these of a most Tcnerable 
aspect, which, from having their ears slit, they na- 
turally supposed had belonged to Mr. Selkirk, a 
Scotchman, who had been left on this island about 
thirty-two years before their arrival, and who, often 
catching more goats than he wanted, sometimes 
marked their ears and let them go.* The large 
dogs, already mentioned, have destroyed all the 
goats in the accessible parts of the country, while 
the few that remain alive among the crags and pre- 
cipices, are divided into separate herds, inhabit 
distinct fastnesses, and never mingle with each 
other. Mr. Walter and others were witnesses of a 
Angular dispute between a herd of these animals 
and a number of dogs. They were going in a boat 
into the eastern bay, when perceiving some dogs 
running, they were willing to discover their game ; 
on which, lying upon their oars to watch them, 
they saw them take to a hill, on the ridge of which 
they observed a herd of goats, that seemed drawn 
up for tiieir reception. The leader of the herd had 
IKMted himself fronting the enemy, in a very narrow 
pass, skirted on each side with precipices, while the 
rest of Ihe goats were all behind him, where the 
ground was more open. As this spot was inacccs- 

* See captain Rogers's TO^age. 
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aible by any other pass^ the dogs ran up the hiU 
with great alacrity; but on their coming within 
twenty yards of him, became sensible of their danger; 
for, the same gentleman observes, that he would in- 
fallibly have driven them down the precipices^ The 
dogs, therefore, quietly laid themselves down, and 
gave over the chase. These dogs are extremely 
numerous, and being able to catch but few goat^ 
th^ principally live on young seals. 

As the sailors were seldom able to kill above one 
goat in a day, and grew tired of fish, they at last 
condescended to eat seals, which, by degrees, they 
became fond of, and gave their flesh the name c^ 
lamb. 

There is another amphibious animal to be met 
with in this island, which, as well as the seals, are 
very numerous ; it is called the sea-lion, and re- 
sembles the seal, though it is much larger, and was 
eat by the whole ship's company under the deno- 
mination of beef. When arrived at their full growth 
they are from twelve to twenty feet in length, and 
from eight to fifteen in circumference, and are so 
extremely fat, that on cutting through the skin, 
which is an inch in thickness at the least, a foot of 
fat is found before either the lean or the bones can 
be seen ; so that the fat of the largest of them fre* 
quently yielded a butt of oil. Their skins are 
covered with short hair, of a light dun colour; but 
their tails and feet, which at sea serve them for 
fins, are almost black. Their feet are divided at 
the end like fingers, and are joined together by a 
web. These animals in some degree resemble an 
overgrown seal; but the males have a large trunk 
or snout, that hangs down five or six inches below 
the end of the upper jaw, which the females have 
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not, and tliis rea4en them ea^^Iy distini^hed^ 
besideB the males axe of a much larger size. 

The largest sea-Uon was the master of t^e flocjk^ 
and from the nnmher of iemales he kept to himself^ 
and his driving off the malen, was stiled by th# 
seamen^ the bashaw. These amphibious animalil 
oonlimie at sea all the summer, aiid come on short 
ia the beginning of winter, where they reside du- 
ving the whole of that season, feeding on the grass 
and verdure that grows near the banks of the fresh 
water streams; and when they are not employed iu 
feeding, sleep in herds in the most miry places. In 
tdiis interval they engender and bring forth their 
young, and have generally two at a birth, of about 
Idle size of a fall grown seal, which they suckle 
with their milk. As they are of a very leAargic 
disposition, and are not easily awakened, it is 
observed, that each herd plaoes some of their males 
at a distance, in tiie manner of sentinels, who 
always give the alarm, whenever an attempt is 
made either to molest or approach them, by making 
a loud grunting noise like a hog, or snorting like a 
horse in fiiU vigour. The males had often furious 
baAtles with each other, duefly about the females^ 
and the bashaw, just mentioned, who was com- 
monly surrounded by his fen^ales, to which no other 
male dared to approach, had acquired that distin* 
gttished pre-eminence by many bloody contests, as 
was evident from the numerous scars visible in all 
parts of his body. The sailors killed many of them 
for food, particularly for their tongues and hearts, 
which were much admired, and thought preferable 
to those of bullocks. There was no difficulty ia 
kilting them, since they were incapable of either 
resietkig or escaping, their motion being more uttr 
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wieldy than can be conceived ; their blubber^ all 
the time they are moving, is agitated in large 'waves 
under the skin ; and they are so full of blood, that 
' on their being deeply wounded in a dozen places, 
there will instantly gush out as many fountains of 
blood, spouting to a considerable distance. To try 
what quantity of blood they contained, the men 
shot one first, and then cutting its throat, and 
measuring the blood that came from it> found, that 
besides what remained in the vessels, which was, 
no doubt, considerable, they got at least two hoga- 
headsi. But though these unwieldy creatures are 
so easily killed, they are capable of doing much 
mischief; for a sailor being carelessly employed in 
skinning a young sea-lion, the female, from whom 
he had taken it, approached him unperceived; and 
getting his head in her mouth, scored his skull in 
notches with her teeth, by which he was so despe- 
rately wounded, that though all possible care was 
taken to preserve his life, he died a few days after. 

The above are the principal animals that were 
found in this islands They saw but few birds, which 
were chiefly hawks, owls, humming- birds and black- 
birds ; and but few of the other animals mentioned 
by former writers, and therefore supposed them 
destroyed by the dogs ; the rats, however, arc still 
very numerous and troublesome. 

The most delicious repasts they found in this 
island were afibrded by the fish, with which the bay 
was plentifully stored* There they found cod of a 
prodigious size, cavaliers, gropers, large breams, 
maids, congers of a peculiar kind, and, what was 
most esteemed, a black fish, that in shape resembled 
a carp, and which some called a chimney-sweeper; 
these fish were so plentiful, that a boat with two or 
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three hooks and lines, sometimes returned loaded 
with fish in two or three hours time. However, 
they were frequently interrupted by great numbers 
of dog-fish and large sharks, which attended the 
boats, and prevented their sport. There were here 
also the sea cray-fish, which commonly weighed 
eight or nine pounds; these were of a most excels 
lent flavour, and were in prodigious numbers near 
the water's edge. 

After being some time in the island, and seeing 
no other ships appear, the commodore began to be 
under apprehensions that they were lost, and tp 
despair of ever seeing them again; but on the 21st 
of June, some of the men, from an eminence on 
shore, discerned a ship to the leeward, t}iat had np 
sail abroad except her courses and maintop-sail; 
but soon after, the weather growing thick and 
hazy, she disappeared for some days, when it was 
feared she had lost sight of the islai^d, and that her 
crew were so weakened by sickness, as tp be nil' 
able to ply to windward. However, on the S6th, 
a sail was again seen, which was thought to be thp 
same ship, and soon after approached so near, tli^t 
they could distinguish her to be ^he Gloucester. 
The commodore, not doubting her being in dis- 
treA, ordered his boat to h^r assistance, laden with 
fresh water, fish apd vegetables. The commodore's 
apprehensions were but too well founded ; neve;r 
was a crew in a more distressed situation ; already 
had they thrown overboard two-thirds of their 
complement, and scarcely any were left alive oap^ 
ble of doing duty, except the officers and their 
servants; their allowance for a considerable tin\e 
had been only a pint of water to each man, for 
twenty-fou): hoi|rs ; an^ yet they had so little leff. 
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that had it not b^en for this rapply, they lAust saoA 
have died of thirM. Though the ship was withhi 
three miles of the bay, the wiftds and evirreHts 
bein^ contrary, 9he found it impossible to reach it. 
She, howeyer, the next day coHtitivKd in the offinc^; 
but ^having no chance of coining to an anchoir, un- 
less the wind and current shifted, the commodore 
sent the Trial's boat, ti^ith a further supply of watdr 
and other refreshments. Mr. Mitchel, the captain 
of the Gloucester, was under the neces^ty of de- 
taining both this boat and that sent the preceding 
day; for he had no longer stretch sufficient to na- 
vigate the ship with6«t the help of their crews. 
In this dreadful, tantalizing situation, the Glouces- 
ter continued for near a fortnight, without being 
able to fetch the road, though frequently attempt- 
ing it, and sometimes seeming as if she would gain 
it. Btit on the 9th of JulJ^ she was observed stretch- 
ing away, at a considerable distance to the eastward, 
which, it was supposed, was with a design to get to 
the southward of the island ; but as they soon lost 
sight of her, and she did not appear for near a 
week, they were deeply concerned, being sensible 
that she must be again in dreadful distress for want 
of water. However, after watching for her with 
great impatience, she was again discovered on the 
16th, endeavouring to come round the eastetu 
point of the island; but the wind still blovdi^ 
directly from the bay, hindered her from getting 
nearer than within four leagues of the land ; when 
captain Mitchel making signals of distress, the 
long-boat was sent to him with plenty of water 
and other refreshments; and not being able to 
spare that boat, the commodore gave the cockswain 
positive orders to return imrnediatelv; but the next 
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ds^ the weather bein^ stormy, a«d the boat mot 
MJpffemug, k was affprehenikd that she was feel, 
-which wewld have been an irretrievable misfoirtone 
to all en Aoee ; but from this anxiety they were, 
the third day after, relieted, by the joyful sight of 
the long- boat, en which the ctrtter was immediately 
eent to her asmstaoee, who, in a few hoars towed 
her into the harbour. It was now found, that the 
crew of the long-boat had taken in eix ef the 
Gloucester's siek men, to bring them on shove, but 
two of them had died in the boat. The commodore 
was informed, that the Gloucester had scarcely a 
man in health on board, except those be had sent 
her; that numbers of the sick died daily; and that 
had it not been for the refreshments he had sent, 
both the healthy and the diseased must have pe- 
Tidied. These calamities were the more terriiymg, 
as they seemed without remedy, for this distressed 
vessel had already apent a month in endeavouring 
to fetch the bay, and was now no farther advanced 
than at the first moment she made the island ; and 
the people on board had lost all hopes of ever 
succeeding in it, from the many experiments they 
had made of its dilRculty. But, alas! the same day 
her situation became more desperate than ever : for 
after she had received the last supply of ref reirfi- 
ments, those on shore once more lost sight of her, 
and all in general <lespaired of her ever coming to 
an anchor. Thus were the unhappy people in this 
vessel bandied about, within a few leagues of the 
desired harbour ; while the neighbourhood of the 
place, and the view of every thing that could put 
an end to the calamities they laboured under, ag- 
gravated their distress ; but they were at last de- 
tivered from thie moat dreadful sitoationy when it 
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was least expected by those on shore, who, after 
losing sight of her several days, were agreeably 
surprised on the 23d of July, in the morning, to 
see her, with a flowing sail, open the north-west 
point of the bay; when the commodore dispatchiii^ 
all his boats to her asi^stance, she, within an honr'a 
time after her being first perceived, was safe at 
anchor with the Centurion. 

On their coming to an anchor, the commodore 
first ordered her to be assisted in mooring, and 
then had her sick sent on shore. She had buried 
above three-fourths of her crew ; and the sick were 
reduced to less than fourscore, the greatest part of 
whom it was feared would be lost; but whether 
those that were far advanced were all dead, or that 
the greens, the fresh provisions and water, sent on 
board, had prepared those that remained for a 
speedy recovery, very few of them died on shore ; 
and the sick, in general, were restored to health 
in a much shorter time than those of the Centurion 
had been on their first landing in the island. 

We shall now return to tlie transactions on shore, 
during the Gloucester's many inefiectual attempts 
to reach the island. Their first employment, after 
landing the sick from the Centurion, and clean- 
sing the ship, was filling the water, which appeared 
essentially necessary to their security; as they had 
reason to apprehend, that such accidents might 
intervene as would oblige them to leave the island 
at a very 'short warning; for on their first landing 
they discovered some appearances on shore, that 
gave them room to believe, that some Spanish 
cruisers, had but just left the island at their arri- 
val, and might probably return again, either for a 
recruit of water, or in search of the squadron ; for 
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the Gommodore could not doubt but their sole 
business at sea was to intercept him ; and knew» 
that in their opinion, this island was the most pro- 
bable place to find him. The sailors had seen on 
shore several pieces of the earthen jars used in 
those seas for water and other liquids, and these 
seemed fresh broken. There were many heaps of 
ashes, and near them fish-bones, pieces of fish, and 
even whole fishes scattered about ; which as they 
were but just beginning to decay, was a proof that 
they had not been long out of the water, and that 
ships had been there but a short time before their 
arrival. As the Spanish merchantmen are instruc- 
ted to avoid the island, it was concluded that those 
who had touched here were ships of force, and 
being ignorant what strength might have been 
fitted out at Callao, they could not fail of being 
under some concern for their own safety, while 
they were in so wretched and enfeebled a con- 
dition. 

While these works were carrying on, the com- 
modore ordered a large copper oven to be set on 
shore, near the tents of the sick, in which bread 
was baked every day for the ship's company ; it 
being thought that new bread, added to greens 
and fresh fish, would greatly contribute to the 
speedy recovery of the sick. 

In the beginning of July, some of the men being 
pretty well recovered, the strongest of them were 
ordered to cut down trees, and split them into bil- 
lets, while others, who were not strong enough for 
this employment, undertook to carry the billets, by 
one at a time, to the water side. This some of them 
performed with the help of crutches, while othen 
supported themselves with a single stick. 



96^ COMMODORE ANSON'S TOTAGE 

The commodore then ordered the Ibrge ob ehore^ 
and employed the amithsy who were bat jitrt abk 
to works in mending the chain^platee, and all the 
other broken and decayed iron work. They also 
began to repair the rigging ; but mb they had not 
jmk enongh to make Bpun-yam, they waited for 
the arrival of the <Gloace6ter, which had a great 
foaatity of junk on boavd. Bnt that the ehipe 
might be refitted as aoaa as possible, a large tent 
was erected on the beach for the sail-makers, in 
which 'diey were employed in repairing the old 
sails and making new ones. These, with their at- 
tendance upon the sick, iwere their principal em- 
ployments till the Gloucester's arrivi^. 

Captain Mitohel, on his landing, waited on the 
commodore, and told him, that in his last absence 
he had been forced by the winds as far as Masa 
Fuero, a small isisnd, about twenty-two leagues to 
the west of Juan Feraandea, and diiserving several 
streams, he had endeavoured to send his boat 
ashore fiir water, but the wind blew so strong on 
the shore, and occasioned such a surf, that it was 
impossible to land ; but that his people, however, 
returned with a boat loaded with fish. Though 
the idand had been irepresoAed by former naviga^ 
toro as a barren rock, captam Mitchel assured the 
commodore, that it wa& almost every where covered 
wilih trees £md verdoffe; and it being near four miles 
in length, he tfaought it not improbable but it 
might have some small bay, tJMk might afford snf* 
ficient shelter for any riiip desirous of Mfveflhing in 
that island. 

This dcsertption of Masa Fnero g^ve lise to a 
conjecture, that as four skips of the squadron w«re 
missing, nme of them might possibly have fallen 
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in ^th that island, and have mistaken it for the 
true place of rendezvous ; a conjecture that was the 
more plausible, as they had no draught of either 
island that could be relied on. The commodore 
therefore resolved, as soon as the Trial sloop could 
be fitted for sea, to send her thither, in order tp 
eitamine all her bays and creeks, to be satisfied 
whether any of the ships that were missing were 
there or not ; and accordingly on the 5th of August 
ehe was sent on that expedition* 

About the middle of August, the Centurion's 

men being pretty well recovered, were allowed to 

leave their sick tents, and to erect separate huts for 

themselves, which, it was thought, would render 

them much cleanlier, and consequently contribute 

to the recovery of their strength ; but particular 

orders were at the same time given, that, on the 

ship's firing a gun, they should immediately repair 

to the water side. They were now employed on 

shore in cutting wood, procuring refreshments, and 

making oil from the blubber of the sea^lions, which 

was used for burning in lamps, or when mixed with 

pitch, to pay the ship's sides : it was also worked 

up with wood-ashes, to supply the use of tallow; 

aud there being two Newfoundland fishermen in 

the Centurion, the commodore ordered them to lay 

in a large quantity of salted cod for sea store. 

It has been already mentioned, that a copper oven 
\iras set up, to bake bread for the sick ; but the 
greatest part of the flour was on board the victual- 
ler, the Anna pink, and as that vessel had fallen in 
with the Trial sloop on the 9th of May, her arrival 
at the island was daily expected ; but hearing no 
newB of her, she was given over for lost, and the 
commodore ordered all the ships to a short allow- 
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ance of bread ; but, on the 16th of Adgtist, a sail 
was observed to the norths upon which the Centa- 
rion immediately fired a gun, to call off the people 
from shore, who readily obeyed the summons, by 
repairing to the beach. Being now prepared for the 
reception of this ship, whether firiend or enemy, 
they had several Opinions about her, some imagin- 
ing her to be the Trial sloop, on her return from 
her cruise ; but it was soon observed that she had 
three masts, when some conjectured her to be the 
Severn, others the Pearl, and several thought she 
did not belong to the squadron ; but in the after- 
noon she was discovered to be the victualler, the 
Anna pink, and had the good fortune to come to 
an anchor in the bay at five in the afternoon. Her 
arrival filled the people with extraordinary joy, 
and each ship's company was immediately restored 
to their full allowance of bread: 

Every person on shore was surprised at seeing, 
that the crew of the Anna pink worked that vessel 
with little appearance of debility or distress ; but, 
on her coming to anchor, they were informed that 
she had been in harbour since tHe middle of May, 
which was near a month before the Centurion ar- 
rived at Juan Fernandez ; so that the sufierings of 
her men fell greatly short of those endured by the 
rest of the squadron. This vessel, on the 16th of 
May, fell in with the land, in 45* 15' south lati- 
tude, at the distance of four leagues. On the first 
«ight of which the captain stood to the southward, 
but the fore- top-sail splitt'mg, and the wind driving 
the vessel towards the shore, the captain was at last 
either unable to clear the land, or, as others said, 
resolved to keep the sea no longer, and therefore 
steered for the coast, in order to discover some shel- 
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ter among the many islands then in sight, and about 
four hoars after dropped anchor off the island of 
Inchin ; but neither being near enough to the shore« 
Qor having a sufficient number of hands to veer away 
the cable briskly, they still continued driving for 
two days, till they came within a mile of the land, 
and expected every momept to be forced on shore^ 
at a place where the coast was so very high and 
steep, that they had iiot the least prospect of saving 
either the ship pr cargo ; and as their boats were 
leaky, and there was no appeajrance of a landing- 
place, the whole crew, which consisted of sixteeq 
men and boys, gave themselves over for lost, ima-^ 
gining, that if by any extraqrdin^ry accident any 
of them should get on shore, they would probably 
be massacred by the savage^. Under these terrify- 
ing apprehensions they drove nearer and nearer tq 
the rocks which formed the shore ; but when the 
crew expected every moment the pink would strike^ 
they observed a small opening in the land, and in- 
stantly cutting away their two anchors, steered fof 
it, and found it to be a small channel between an 
island and the continent, that led them into a mosf 
excellent harbour, which secured them against all 
weathers. The horrors of shipwreck and immediate 
death instantly vanished, and gave place to the 
joyous ideas of security, repose and rrfreshment. 

In this harbour, thus providentially discovered^ 
the pink can^e to an anchor, in twenty-five fathom 
water, with only a hawse and a sn^all anchor of 300 
weight. Here her people, many of whom were ill 
of the scurvy, were happily soon restored to perfect 
health, by the fresh provisions, and the excellent 
water, with which the adjacent shore abounded,. 
Tt^e principal refreshments they n^^ lyi^h wer^ 
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greens^ as nettle-tops and cellery, which they de* 
TQured with greedhiess; great pRnty of g^ese, 
8faags and penguins, with coekles and mnsctes of a 
delicious flavour and extraordini^ry size. Though 
it was the depth of winter, the climate was not re- 
markably rigorous ; nor were the trees, or the face 
of the country, destitute of verdure. Notwithstand- 
ing the tales of the Spanish historians, in relation 
to the barbarity of the inhabitants on that coast, 
their numbers were not sufficient to give the least 
jealousy to a ship of ordinary force; and they ap- 
|>eared to be neither of a mischievous nor a mer- 
ciless disposition. The excursions of the crew were, 
however, generally confined to a tract of feuid that 
surrounded the port, where they were never out of 
view of the ship i indeed the country in the neigh- 
bourhood was so covered with wood, an^ traversed 
"with mountaui9, that it appeared impracticable to 
penetrate it. 

AH the time they continued there they saw hot 
one Indian family, which entered the harboar in a 
periagua, about a month after their arrival. This 
family consisted of an Indian of near forty years of 
age, his wife and two children, one three years old, 
and the other still at the breast. They seemed to 
have all their property with them, which consisted 
of a dog and cat, a cradle, a fishing-net, a hatchet, 
a knife, some bark of trees intended for the cover- 
ing a hut, a reel and some worsted, a flint and steel, 
and a few roots of a yellow colour, and very disa- 
greeable taste, which served them for bread. As 
soon as the master of the pink perceived them, he 
sent his yawl, who brought them on board, and be- 
ing apprehensive of their discovering him, if they 
Vere suffered to depart, he took, as he imagined. 
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proptr precautioiis for secoraig them, but ^thout 
either tiolenee w lA-uMge; for in the day-time 
Aey were allowed to go where they pleamed about 
t^e ship, though at night they were locked up in 
the fore-castle. As they had the same proTisioiis as 
the rest of the crew, and were often indulged with 
brandy, of which they seemed extremely fond, th^ 
did not at first seem dissatisfied with their situation ; 
for the master, when he went shooting, took the 
Indian on shore, who always seemed greatly de- 
lighted when the master killed bis ganne, and, in^ 
deed, all the crew treated them with great huma- 
nity. It was, hcywever, soon perceived, that though 
the woman continued ehearful and easy, the man 
grew pensive and restless at his confinement. He 
appeared to be a penon of good natural parts, and 
thottgh unable to converse with the people of the 
pink, otherwise than by signs, he showed great 
dexterity in making himself understood. But the 
most remarkable proof of his sagacity was, the 
manner of bis escape ; for after being eight days on 
board the pink, the scuttle of the fore-castle, where 
lie and his family were every night locked up. Imp- 
pening to be unnailed, and the following night 
being' very dark and stormy, he conveyed bis wife 
and children through the unnailed scuttle, and then 
ever the ship's side into the yawl, and to prevent 
being pwsued, cut away the long-boart and his own 
perlagua, which were towed astern, and immediately 
rowed ashore. All this he conducted with such 
secrecy and diligence, that though there was a 
watch on the quarter-deck with loaded arms, he 
was not discovered until the noise of his oars in the 
water, after he had put off from the ship, gave 
notice of his escape, and then it was too late either 
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crew, who, imagining that the Iosb of the ship de- 
stroyed the captain's superiority, and put them all 
on an equal footing, fell to piHaging the ship, arm- 
ing themselves with the first weapons that came 
to hand, and threatening to murder all who ^ouM 
oppose tiiem. This phrensy was heightened by the 
liquors they had found on board, with which some 
of them got so extremely drunk, that falling down 
between decks, they were drowned in the water 
which flowed into the wreck. The captain, afttt 
haying used his utmost eudeayours to get the whole 
crew on shore, was, at last, obliged to leave th^ 
mutiiieers, and to follow his officers, with such 
as subpiitted to his authority ; after which he sent 
back the boats^ to persuade those who had staid 
behind, to have some regard to their own preser- 
vation; but this was without success^ However, 
the next day proving very stormy, and the ship 
being in danger of partiog, they were seized with 
the fear of perishing, and wanted to get on land; 
but iht boats not appearii^ to fetch them off so 
soon as they expected, they were filled with so 
unaccountable a .phrensy as to point out a four- 
pounder against the hut where they knew the 
captain dwelt, and fired two shot which did but 
just pass over it ; and so mutinous was their dispo- 
sition when they landed, tliat notwithstanding their 
being on a desolate coast, where scarcely any 
other provisions could be obtained, there was na 
possibility of making thejn husband such as were 
saved out of the wreck ; for there was nothing but 
frauds, concealment, and thefts, which animated 
each man against his fellow, and produced infinite 
feuds and contests. 

The captain, differing in opinion from almost 
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mil litB people in the mearareB to be piunnied in the 
present exigency, was another source of heart- 
burnings and diq[»ntes; for Mr. Cheap was re- 
solyed, if possible^ to fit up the boats in the best 
inanni*r he could, and proceed with them to the 
northward, since haTing above one hundred men im 
health, and some fire-arms and ammunitioQ, which 
had been taken from the wreck, he did not doubt 
his being able to master any Spanish vessel ha 
should find in those seas, and hoping to meet with 
one in the neighbourhood of Chiloe or Baldivia^ 
he resolved when he had taken her, to proceed to 
the rendezvous at Juan Fernandez; and he^fiurther 
insisted, that should they even li^t on no prize^ 
yet the boats alone would easily carry them thither. 
But this scheme was not at all relished by the gene<r 
rality of his people, who could not think of proscr 
cuttng an enterprise that had hitherto proved so 
disastrous. It was dierefore the common resolutioii 
to lengthen the long-boat, and with that and tho 
other boats to steer to the southward, and passing 
the straits of Magellan to endeavour to gain the 
coast of Brasil, where they did not doubt their 
being well received, and procurisig a passage to 
Great Britain, Though this project must^ at first 
sight, ai^^r infinitely more l^azardous and tedious 
than that proposed by the capt^, yet as it had 
the air of returning home, that cireumstanoe alon^ 
rendered them inattentive to all its inconveniences, 
and made them adhere to it with unconquerable 
obstinacy; so that the certain himself, notwith- 
standing he could never change his opinion, was 
obliged to give way to the torrent, and to seem t« 
acquiesce in this resolution, while he secretly en<* 
deavoured to oppose it ; and in partiwilar lie cwkr 
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trtved that the lon^-boat should be lengthened to 
such a size as might serve to carry them to Jnan 
Fernandez, and yet appear incapable of so long a 
voyage as that to the coast of Brasil. The captain 
had at first much imbittered the people against 
him, by a steady opposition to their favourite scheme, 
and greatly increased their resentment against him 
by the following unhappy accident. One Cousins, 
a midshipman, who had appeared the foremost in 
all the refractory proceedings of the crew, had 
quarreled with most of the officers, who had ad- 
hered to the captain's authority, and had even 
treated the captain himself with abuse and inso- 
lence, and at length his turbulence and brutality 
growing daily more intolerable, it was not doubted, 
but that some violent measures were in agitation, 
in which he was to be ringleader, and therefore 
the captain and those about him, constantly kept 
on their guard. One day the purser, by the 
captain's order, stopping the allowance of a fellow 
who would not work. Cousins intermeddled in the 
affair, and grossly insulted the purser, who v^s de- 
livering out the provisions just by the captain'^ 
tent, and was himself sufficiently violent. The 
purser, being enraged at his scnrrility, and perhaps 
piqued by former quarrels, cried out, ** A mutiny,'^ 
adding, ^' the dog has pistols," and then rashly 
fired a pistol at Cousins. The captain on this 
outcry and the report of the pistol instantly rushed 
out of his tent, and having no doubt but that it 
was fired by Cousins, immediately shot him in the 
head, and though he did not kill him on the spot, 
the wound proving mortal, he died about fourteen 
4ays after. 

Though this accident exasperated tiie peoplei, 
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yet it sttuck them \vith awe^ and rendered them 
more submissive to the captain's authority; but 
when they had nearly completed the long-boat^ 
and were preparing to put to sea, his privately 
traversing their project df proceeding through the 
straits of Magellan, and the fear ef his at length 
^^g^P^ A party sufficient to ruin their favourite 
scheme, made them resolve to make use of the 
death of Cousins, as a reason for depriving him of 
his command, under the pretence of carrying him 
to England to be tried for murder^ They accord- 
ingly confined him under a guard, but when they 
were just ready to put to sea, they left him, and 
the few who chose to follow his fortune, with no 
other vessel but the yawl, to which the barge was 
afterwards added, by the people on board her being 
prevailed on to return back* 

When the Wager was wrecked, there were near 
one hundred and thirty persons on board, about 
thirty of whom died during their stay, and eighty 
went off in the long-boat and cutter to the south- 
ward, so that after their departure there remained 
with^the captain only nineteen persons; which 
were however as many as the barge and yawl could 
well carry« 

It was five months after this shipwreck that the 
long-boat weighed and stood to the southward* 
giving the captain, who with lieutenant Hamilton 
of the land-forces, and the surgeon, were then on 
the beach, three chears at their departure. They 
had soon reason to repent their having engaged in 
this rash and desperate enterprise ; for the vessel 
was scarcely able to contain the number that first 
put to sea, and their stock of provisions being only 
what they had saved out of the ship, was extremely 
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ftlender ; the cntter, the only boat they had with 
them^ soon broke away from the stem, and was 
itaved to pieces, so that when their provinons and 
water failed, they had frequently no means of 
teaching the shore to obtain a fresh supply. The 
miseries they endured were as great as can be 
imagined: they left about twenty of their people on 
shore at different places they touched at ; but a 
greater number perished by hunger during the 
eourse of thb tedious Yoyage, so that only thirty, 
out of the eighty who engaged in the enterprize, 
were so happy as to accomplish it, and these 
arrived at Rio Grande, on the coast of Branl, 
on the d9th of January following. 

The captain, and those who were left with him, 
on their beii^ thus abandoAted, proposed to pass in 
the barge and yawl to the northward : but, unhap^ 
pily the weather was so bad, tiiat it was two months 
after the departure of the long-boat before he wi8 
able to put to sea. The place where the Wager was 
cast away was not, as it was at first imagined, s 
part of the continent, but an island at some dis- 
tance from the main, which afibrded no other kind 
of provisions but shell-fish, and a few herbs; and 
as the largest part of what they had taken from 
the ship was carried off in the long-boat, the 
captain and his people were frequently in want ci 
food, from their resolving to preserve what little 
sea proviriens remahied fw their voyage^ 

It is to be lamented, tiiat the Wager's peo{de 
had no idea that the Anna pink was, for a consi- 
derable time, while they were on shore, so near 
them, for she was at most not above thirty leagues 
distant, and came into their neighbourhood about 
the very time in which the Wager was lost ; and 
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bein^ a fiae roomy sliipy might easily hate taken 
them all on board, and have carried them to Juan 
Fernandez. Indeed Mr. Walter snspects that she 
was mnch nearer than what is here estimated; 
for several persons belonging to the Wager, at dif- 
ferent times, heard the report of a cannon, which 
he ima^nes coold be no other than the evening 
gnn fired by the Anna ]rfnk, especially as that 
heard at Wager-island was about the same time of 
the day. 

The captain and his people embarked on board 
the barge and yawl, in order to proeeed to the 
northwud ; but they had scarcely been an hour at 
sea, when the wind began to blow so hard, and the 
tea ran so high, that they were obl^ed to throw 
overboard most of the provisions they had saved 
from the wreck, to avoid immediate destruction^ 
However, they perristed in their design, and pvt 
on shore as oftm as they could, in search of sab- 
aistence* But, unhappily, about a fortnight after, 
the yawl sunk as she lay at anchor, with one of the 
men on board, who was drowned ; and the barge 
not having suflbsient room for the whole company, 
they were obliged to leave four mariners behind 
th^ on a desolate shore. Notwithstanding these 
disasters, they still continued to push to the north- 
ward, though delayed by the winds and their search 
after provisions; till having made three unsuccess- 
fel attempts to double a head-land, which they sup- 
posed to be Cape Tres-Montes, they thought the 
diAeuUies of the passage insurmountable, and 
unanimously resolved to return to Wager 'island, 
where they arrived about the middle of February, 
almost perished with fatigue and hunger. Horn'- 
ever, on their return to the island, they unexpect- 



C78 COMMODORE ANSON'S VOYAGE 

edlj met with a seasonable relief^ by finding weye-* 
ral pieces of beef, -which had been washed oat of 
the wreck, and still swam upon the water ^ and 
soon after, two canoes of Indians landed: on board 
one of them was a native of Cbiloe, who spoke a 
little Spanish, and was induced by Mr. Elliot^ the 
surgeon, who understood that language, to carry 
captain Cheap and his people to Chiloe, in conside- 
ration of which he was to have the barge, and all 
that belonged to her. 

Accordingly on the 6th of March, eleven persons, 
to which the company were now reduced, embarked 
on board the barge ; but after a few days voyage, 
six of them, together with an Indian, went off in 
this little vessel, while the captain was on shore 
with Mr. Hamilton, lieutenant of the marines, Mr. 
Elliot, the surgeon, and the Hon. Mr. Byron and 
Mr. Campbell, midshipmen. These were thus left 
on a desolate coast, without provisions, or the 
means of procuring any, for their arms, ammuni- 
tion, and every little convenience of which they 
were masters, were now carried off in the barge. 
They were now in dreadful distress, and in their 
own opinion, in a more miserable situation than 
any they had yet known ; but when they had re- 
volved in their minds the various circumstances of 
this unexpected calamity, and were persuaded that 
they had not the least prospect of relief, they per- 
ceived a canoe at a distance, which proved to be 
that of the Indian who had undertaken to carry 
them to Chiloe, he and his family being on board. 
This honest Indian had, a little before, left captain 
Cheap and his people to go a fishing; and had com- 
mitted them to the care of the other Indian, whom, 
the sailors had carried to sea in the barge. When 
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lie first missed the barge and liis companion^ he 
was with difficulty persuaded that the other Indian 
ivas not murdered ; but being at last satisfied with 
the account that was given him« he undertook to 
cany them to the Spanish settlements, and to sup- 
ply them with provisions all the wky; for which 
purpose he got together many of his neighbours in 
other canoes, with whom the captain embarked 
with his four companions, in the middle of March, 
and at last arrived in the beginning of June, at the 
island of Chiloe; but Mr. Elliot died in the passage, 
and the rest were in such an ill state of health, from 
their distresses and fatigues, that they were with 
difficulty recovered by the Spaniards, who treated 
them with great humanity. After some stay at 
Chiloe, they were sent to Valparaiso, and thence 
to St. Jago, where they continued above a year. 
Captain Cheap, lieutenant Hamilton and Mr. Byron, 
were, upon the news of a cartel being settled with 
Spain, permitted to return on board a French ship; 
but Mr. Campbell, who had changed his religion 
while at St. Jago, chose to go to Buenos- Ayrea 
with Pizarro and his officers, with whom he after- 
wards went to Spain, and from thence returned ta 
England. 

To return from this digression : the Trial sloop, 
that had been sent to the island of Masa-Fuero, 
returned to Juan Fernandez, about a week after 
the arrival of the Anna pink, having sailed round 
the island, without seeing any of the ships that 
were missing. This island, which the Spaniards 
stile the lesser Juan Fernandez, is a much larger 
and better spot than has been generally represented; 
former writers having described it as a small bar- 
%en rock^ destitute of wood and water, and en^ 



S80 COMMODORE ANS0N4 VOYAGE 

tirel J itiBccefldble ; bat it was foand ootered witk 
tree^ aad vith several fine falls of water pouriiig 
down its sides into the sea. It had also, on the norUi 
ride, a place where a ship might come to anchor, 
bnt it would have been exposed to all the winda 
except the soath. It aboonds with sea-lions and 
seals, and particularly with goats, which not being 
used to be dis^bed, were inapprehenrive of dan* 
ger till they had been frequently fired at ; and as 
the Spaniards have not thought the island conside- 
rable enough to be freqpiented by their enemies, 
they have not destroyed the provisions upon it by 
setting dogs on shore. 

Upon unloading the Anna pink, which took up 
the latter part of the month of August, the commo- 
dore had the mortification to find, that great part 
of the provirions were spoiled by the sea water; 
and that vessel being smreyed by the carpenters, 
was judged unfit for service; therefore, up<Hi a pe* 
tition from Mr. Gerard, her master, to Mr. Anson, 
on behalf of her owners, he purchased her with 
all her furniture, for £S0O ; and her crew, toge- 
ther with the master, were sent on board the Glou- 
cester. When all the remainiiig crews, now to be 
distributed among the three ships, amounted to no 
BKHre than 33& men and boys, which was far from 
being suflBcient for mamiing the Centnriosi alone. 

As the season for navigating these seas drew 
near, they exerted themselves in getting the shqpa 
ready. On the 8th cf September, about eleven in 
the morning, they discovered a sail, which ap^ 
proached towards the island, and gave the c<mimo« 
dore hopes that she was one of his squadron; but 
upon her steering afterwarda to ttie eastward, it 
was concluded that she must be a Spaniard; when 
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tlie Ceiitttrion, befai^ in the greatest fdrwardnes^^ 
made after her bs fast as possible : but the night 
coming on, they lost si^ht of her j and the next 
morning, though it Vfs,^ e:sttremely clear, had the 
mortification to find, that she could not be disco- 
vered from the mast-head. However, they resolved 
not to give over the search ; but having continued 
cruising all that day and the next, they determined 
to return to Juan Fernandez* But on the 13th| 
about three in the morning, a brisk gale springing 
Up at south-west, obliged them to lie upon a north-* 
west tack, which brou^t them, at break of day^ 
within sight of a sail, at about five leagues distance^ 
but not the same they had seen before^ The crew 
of the Centurion immediately crowded all their 
sails. She at first bore down upon them, showing 
Spanish colours, and made a signal as to her con- 
sort; but observing that her signal was not an-^ 
Bwered, instantly stood to the southward « As she 
appeared to be a large ship, that had mistaken the 
Centurion for her consort, she was supposed to be a 
man of war, of Pizarro^s squadron, which induced 
the commodore to order all the officers cabins to be 
knocked down, and thrown overboard, with several 
casks of water, and provisions that .stood between 
the guns ; but upon a nearer approach, she proved 
to be a merchantman, without a single tier of guns, 
and surrendered at the fire of only four shot. Mr. 
Saumarez, the commodore's first lieutenant, was 
ordered to take possession of the prize, and to send 
the officers and passengers, and afterwards all the 
other prisoners, on board the Centurion. This ship 
was called Nuestra Senora del Monte Carmelo, 
and her cargo consisted chiefly of sugar, great 
quantities of cloth, some potton and tobacco ; but 
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what was more valuable than all the rest was, some 
trunks of wrought plate, and twenty-three serons 
of dollars, each weighing upwards of 200 pounds 
avoirdupois ; (she was 450 tons burden, and was 
bound to the port of Valparaiso, in the kingdom 

of Chili. 

From the information of the prisoners on board, 
and the letters and papers which fell into the com- 
modore's hands, on the taking of this ship, they 
learned with certainty the force and destination of 
admiral Pizarro's squadron, which cruised off the 
Madeiras at their arrival there, and afterwards 
chased the Pearl in her passage to St. Julian, with 
the fate of that squadron, the particulars of which 
were very remarkable, and are as follow : the 
squadron under the command of Don Joseph 
Pizarro, was composed of the Asia, of 66 guns 
and 700 men, which was the admiral's ship ; the 
Esperanza, of 50 guns and 350 men; the St. Este? 
van, of 40 guns and 850 men ; and the Patache, of 
20 guns. Besides their full complement of sailors 
and mariners^ they had on board an old Spanish 
regiment of foot, to reinforce the garrisons in the 
South-Seas. This fleet, which sailed from Spain 
with only four months provisions on board, having 
cruised for some days to the leeward of the Ma- 
deiras, steered for the River of Plate, where they 
arrived in January, and cast anchor in the bay of 
Maldonado, at the mouth of that river. 

Pizarro immediately sent to Buenos- Ay res for a 
supply of provisions; but receiving intelligence 
from the Portuguese governor of St. Catherine's of 
Mr. Anson's arrival at that island on the 21st of 
December preceding, and of his preparing to put 
to sea again^ Pizarro resolved to get round Cape 
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Horn; he weighed anchor with the whole fleet 
except the Patache, and got under sail without 
staying for his provisions, which however arrived 
at Maldonado a day or two after his departure. 
To encourage the men, many advantages were of- 
fered them to enable them to support the difBcul-r 
ties and fatigues of that hazardous undertaking. 
Bat notwithstanding this precipitate departure, 
the English fleet put to sea four days before him, 
and in this run the Pearl being separated from 
the rest, fell in with Pizarro's fleet, and narrowly 
escaped being taken. 

At the latter end of February, Pizarro with his 
squadron had run the length of cape Horn, and 
stood to the westward, in order to double it ; but 
ia the night of the last day of that month, old stile, 
the Gutpuscoa, the Hermione, and the Esperanza, 
were separated from the admiral ; six days after, 
the Guipuscoa was separated from the other two ; 
and, on the 7th, a furious storm drove the whole 
squadron to the eastward. The calamities they now 
sufiered are almost incredible; for, besides their 
fatigues, and the distresses owing to the leaktness 
of their ships, the famine was so great, that a single 
rat, on board the Asia, sold for four dollars ; and a 
sailor who died on board, had his death concealed 
for some days by his brother, who lay in the same 
hammock with the corpse, only to receive the dead 
man^s allowance of provisions : while a conspiracy 
was set (m foot by the marines, to murder all the 
officers, and the whole crew, from no other motive 
^han the desire of relieving their hunger, by appro- 
priating the ship's provisions to themselves : hut 
the bloody design was discovered, when just on the 
point of execution, and three of the ringlea4er# 
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were put to death. But though the conspiMcy wu 
eupprestedy their calamities grew more and more 
destructive, so that by fatigue, sickness and hunger, 
the Asia arrived at Monte Video in the river Plate^ 
with only h^lf her crew. The St. Estevan had also 
lost half her hands, when she anchored in the bay 
of Barragon ; and the Esperan w, a fifty gun ship, 
that brought 450 hands from 3pain, had pniy fifty? 
eight alive, and the whole reginient of foot pe-* 
rished except sixty men. In short, the Hermione 
was supposed to have foundered at sea, for die was 
never heard pf more ; and the Guipuscoa was ran 
^shpre and sunk on the coast of Brasil. This last 
ship had, on the 4th of iVpril, lost 250 men by hun* 
ger and fatigue ; and though the vessel was ex* 
tremely shattered, and let in great quantities fii 
water, those who were capable of working at the 
pumps, at which every officer without exception 
took his turn, were allowed an ounce and a half of 
biscuit a day; and those, who were too sick to 
perform this neceesary lafopur, had no more than an 
ounce of whefit, so that the men frequently fell 
down dead at the pnmps. Th'e ship having lost her 
masts, the but end of her planks being started, her 
bolts drawn, her seams all open, ^nd only kept tor 
gether by six turns of cable rope, veas dipve like a 
wreck till the 24th of April, when they made the 
coast of Brasil, and cast anchor ten leagues to the 
southward of the island of St. Catherine's ; the cap- 
tain being desirous of proceeding to that island, h\ 
order to save the hull of the ship with the stores oq 
board. But the crew being enraged at the hard- 
sUps they had suffered, and the numbers they had 
lost, there being at that time no less than thirty 
liead bodies lying on the decki they all unanimpusly 
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eried on ahore, on $kme, and obliged the captaini 
to run the ship in directly for the land, where the 
fifth day after she Bunk with all her stores onboard, 
but the remainder of the crew, to the number of 
four hundred, who had survived their hunger and 
fatigne, got safe on shore. 

Pizarro being in great want of all kinds of naval 
stores, to fit up the three disabled ships, the poor 
remains of Ins squadron, and not being able to pro- 
cure a supply from any of the neighbouring settle* 
ments, dispatched an advice-boat, with a letter of 
credit, to purchase what was wanting from the Por«> 
tuguese at Rio Janeiro, and sent an express across 
the continent to St. Jago in Chili, to be thence for- 
warded to the viceroy of Peru, informing him of 
the disasters his squadron had sufiered, and desiring 
a remittance of 200,000 dollars from the royal chest 
at Lima, to put him in a condition to attempt the 
passage of the South-Sea a second time. It is re^r 
markable, that the Indian, who undertook to carry 
this express in the depth of winter, when the Cor* 
delleras are esteemed impassible, was only thirteen 
days on his journey from Buenos- Ayres to St. Jago 
in Chili, though these places are 900 Spanish leaguea 
distant, near forty of which are among the preci- 
pices and snows of the Cordelleras. The viceroy^ 
however, would only remit him 100,000, and the 
advice-boat sent to Rio Janeiro, though it brought 
back pitch, tar and cordage, could procure him 
neither masts nor yards. To add to PisEarro's mis- 
fortune, a carpenter, whom he had entrusted with 
a large sum of money, and sent to cut masto in the 
north part of Paraguay, married in the country^ 
and refiised to return. 

Notwithstanding these disappointments, Pisarro 
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fbund means to refit the Asia and St. Estevan^ and 
"With these two ships was preparing to put to sea 
the October following, in order to attempt the pas- 
sage round Cape Horn a second time. But the 8t. 
Estevan, in sailing down the river Plate, ran on a 
shoal, beat off her rudder, and received such da- 
mage, that she was condemned and broke up, and 
the admiral, who had a few months before so fine 
a squadron, proceeded to sea in the Asia alone. 
But when off Cape Horn, he again had the morti- 
fication of being obliged to return, by his ship 
losing her masts. 

As the Asia had greatly sufifered by this second 
expedition, the Esperanza was ordered to be re- 
fitted, and the command of tliat ship was given to 
Mindinuetta, who had been captain of the Guipuscoa 
at the time of her being lost. In November, 1742, 
he sailed from the river Plate, and arrived safe on 
the coast of Chili, where he was met by Pizarro, 
who passed over land from Buenos- Ayres ; but on 
his arrival there, Mindinuetta refused to deltver 
the ship up to him, insisting, that as he entered the 
South'Seas alone, and under no superior, it was not 
in Pizarro's power to resume the authority he had 
once resigned ; but the president of Chili declaring 
for Pizarro, Mindinuetta, after an obstinate struggle, 
was obliged to submit. " 

It must here be observed, that Pizarro, in the 
express he dispatched to the viceroy of Pern, to 
obtain the 900,000 dollars, had intimated, it was 
possible for at least a part of the English squadron 
to get into the South-Sea; but that, as he was cer- 
tain, from his own experience, that it must be in a 
very weak and defenceless condition, he advised his 
excellency to send ivhat ships of war he could get 
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togeth^ to the southward^ where they wotild, pro- 
bably, intercept the English ships singly, before 
they could reach any port to obtain refreshment, in 
which case, he did not doubt but his ships of war 
would obtain an easy conquest. Thb advice was 
readily approved of by the viceroy of Peru, who, 
having already fitted out four ships of force from 
Callao, one of fifty guns, two of forty guns, and 
one of twenty-four guns, which were intended to 
join Pizarro at his arrival on the coast of Chili, now 
stationed three of them off the port of Conception, 
and one of them at the island of Juan Fernandez, 
where they continued cruising for Mr. Anson's 
squadron until the 6th of June, when, not seeing 
any thing of them, and thinking it impossible for 
them to keep the sea so long, they quitted their 
cruize, and returned to Callao. Hence it appears, 
that what the commodore and the whole crew of 
the Centurion considered as the most dreadful mis- 
fortune, and which actually cost the lives of a great 
number of men, was the means of their preserva- 
tion; for, had the English made the island when 
Mr. Anson was persuaded that he saw it on the 28th 
of May, and when they were, in reality, very near 
it, they would, doubtless, have fallen into the 
Jiands of the enemy, for, in the distressed condition 
they were then in, it would have been impossible 
for them to have made any considerable efifort in 
their own defence ; and both the Trial, the Glou- 
cester and Anna pink, who separately reached the 
island, might have shared the same fate, and thf 
commodore, with all the surviving men, have been 
carried prboners to Callao. At this iutelligence, 
the people on board the Centurion were no longer 
at a loss as to the broken jars, ashes and fish-bones, 
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which they had observed at their first landing al 
Juan Fernandez, since these were doubtless left by 
the cruiser stationed off that port« 

But to return to 'Pizarro, who had not yet com-* 
pleted the series of his misfortunes. In 1745, he 
and Mindinuetta returned back by land from 
Chili to Buenos- Ayres, when they found the Asia 
at Monte Yedis, which they had left there near 
three years before, and resolved, if possible, to 
return with her to Europe. They refitted her im 
the best manner they were able, and all their re* 
maining sailors to be met with in the neighbour* 
hood of Buenos- Ayres, not amounting to one 
hundred men, they supplied the defect, by presang 
many of the inhabitants of that city, putting on 
board all the English prisoners then in their cus^ 
tody, together with a number of Portuguese smug^ 
glers, which had been taken at different times, 
and some Indians of the country, among wliom 
was Orellana,^ an Indian chief, who belonged to 
a very powerfiil tribe which had committed great 
ravages in the neighbourhood of Buenos- Ayres, 
and ten of his followers. With this motley crew, 
all whom, except the European Spaniards, were 
extremely averse to the voyage, Pizarro set sail 
about the beginning of November, 1745, and the 
native Spaniards being sensible of the dissatisfac- 
tion of the men they had forced on board, treated 
both those, the English prisoners, and the Indians, 
with great insolence and barbarity ; but more par^ 
ticularly the Indians, for the meannest officers in 
the ship frequently beat them most cruelly on the 
altghtest pretences, and for no other reason than 
to show their superiority, while Orellana, though 
to appearance patient ui^er his sufiferings, together 
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with his people, meditated a severe revenge upon 
his oppressors. He strove to cultivate an intimacy 
with such of the English as spoke Spanish, a lan- 
goBge in which he was well versed ; and as he knew 
that they were as much enemies to the Spaniards as 
himself, he intended to draw them into his scheme 
of revenge, to procure their liberty ; but sounding 
them at a distance, and finding them not so ready 
and vindictive as he expected, he resolved to trust 
alone to the resolution of his ten faithful followers. 
Having agreed with them on the measures neces- 
sary to be taken; they furnished themselves with 
Dutch knives, sharp at the point, which, being 
those commonly usad in the ship, they procured 
without the least di£Bculty; during their leisure 
hours they secretly cut out thongs from raw hides^ 
many of which were on board, and also employed 
themselves in fixing to each of these thongs the 
double-headed shot of the small quarter-deck guns. 
This, when swung round their heads, according to 
the practice of the country, was a most mischievous 
weapon; in the use of which the Indians about 
Buenos-Ayres are very expert, as they are trained 
op to this mode of fighting from their infancy. 
While these works were carrying on, the execu- 
tion of their revenge was precipitated by a cruel 
outrage committed on Orellana himself; for a very 
Ikrutal fellow, who was one of the officers, ordering 
Orellana aloft, which was what he was incapable 
of performing, the officer, under the pretence of 
disobedieiice, beat him so violently, that he left 
him bleeding on the deck, where he lay for some 
time, stunned with his wounds and bruises. This 
made him eager and impatient until the means of 
executing his revenge vras in his po^ver, and a day 
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or two after he and hiB foUowex^ attempted to put 
their schenie in execution. 

At about nine o'clock in tli« evening, many of 
the priacipal officers were on the qnarter-decky 
enjoying the freshness of the night^air* The vaste 
of the ship vas filled ^ith live cattle^ and the fore- 
eastle manned with its nsual watch, when Orellana 
and his companions, having prepared their weapons^ 
and thrown off the mqre cumbrons part of their 
dress, came all together towards the door of the 
great cabin : on this they were reprimanded by the 
boatswain, who ontored them to be gone. Orellana 
then q)oke to his follow^ns in their native lapgnagft 
when four of them drew o^ two to each ga^g- way, 
and Orellana and the sii^ remaining Indians seemed 
to be slowly quitting the qi^art^r-deck; but they no 
sooner saw the gang-w^ys possessed by their de* 
tached parties, than they set up the war-^cry^ a sound 
the most terrifying, perh^ps^^ that ever was heaxd. 
On this signal they all drew their knives^ and bran* 
dished their double-head^ shot so snccessfully« 
that they laid near forty of the Spaqia^s at their 
feet, above twenty of whom were killed on the 
spot, and the rest disabled. The con&sion, which 
this unexpected attack spread among the ship's 
erew, is not to be described ; many of the oftcers« 
in the begimiing of the tunmJd, rushed into tiha 
great cabii\, wher^ th^y pnt out the Ughts, an4 
barricaded the door, while some of the others, who 
had avoided the fury of the Indianii^ endeavow'e4 
to make their escape ahmg the gMg*waya in th« 
fiNre-castle; 'but the Indians, placed on p«fpoge« 
stabbed the greatest part of them as they atteo^kted 
to pass by, or forced them P^Tthe gax^-rwoys into 
the waste. Some threw themselves over ths bfnti* 
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6ade9 into the tra^, tnd thonght themselves happy 
in lyin^ coiieealed among the caMle; hat the greatest 
part can up tiie main-shroods, and secured them- 
selves either in the tops or rigging. Thus, with 
AH flMrepidity, perhaps without exvmple, did these 
elei^en Ifidi»is, almost in an instant, possess them^ 
selves of the quarter-deck of a ship mounting sixty-* 
0nt gvn^, ftnd nfaimed With near five hundred men. 
The wittch in the fore-castle, finding their eonmnt- 
nicafien eut ofl^ had run up into the rigging of the 
trnt-moBi Md bowsprit; the officers in the great 
eabin, Maong whew were Pizarro and Mindinuetta^ 
the crew between deckn, and all who had fled, were 
only anxious for their own safety, and were long 
incapable of fornning any project for recovering tht 
potfsessiorr of the ship. The yells of the Indians*^ 
the groans of the wounded, and the confused cla- 
mours of the crew, all heightened by the obscurity 
of the night, filled them with the imaginary terrorr, 
which dsnrkness, disorder, and an utter ignorance 
of the real strength cf an enemy ,r constantly |^ro* 
dtice; and, being sensible of the disaffection of 
their pressed hands, and conscious of their own 
barbarity to the prisoners, thfey imagined the conr* 
spiracy general', and coi»tdereif their destruction at 
inevlUAAe t even A>me of them were so terrified, ak 
to talte «Ke re'solution of lea)rihg into the sea, but 
were prevcfnted by th^ir compainions. 

The Itidiam ha*^ing cleared the <piarter-deck, the 
tumtft in ^ greal? measure imb^ided, for those who 
hiid been so hb]^py as to escape, were kept silent 
by their feats, and the Indians were incapable of 
renewing the disorder, by pursuing them. Orellana 
now broke open #he chest of arms, wMch ^ few 
days before had been reiiMMred to the quarter-deck, 
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on a slight suspicion of mutiny, as to a place of the 
greatest security, but, to his great disappointment, 
found nothing but fire-arms; though had he re- 
moved these, he would have come at the cutlasses, 
of which he was in search, and in the use of 
which both he and his companions were extremely 
skilful. 

At length Pizarro and his companions in the 
great cabin began to converse, through the cabin- 
windows and port^holes, with those in the gun-room 
and between decks, whence they learned, that the 
English, whom they chiefly suspected, were all 
safe below, and at last discovered, that none were 
concerned in the mutiny but Orellana and his fol- 
lowers. On this Pizarro and the other oflScers re- 
solved to attack the Indians, before any of the dis- 
contented on board should recover their surprise 
and join them. Pizarro, therefore,, collected the 
arms that were in the cabin, which were only pis- 
tols, and distributed them among those who were 
with him; and, as they had neither powder nor 
l)all, they lowered down a bucket out of the cabin- 
window, into which the gunner handed, out of one 
of the gun-room ports, a quantity of pistol-car- 
tridges. Having thus procured ammunition, they 
loaded their pistols, and setting the door a little 
open, fired several shots among the Indians on th^ 
quarter-deck, but without efieet, until at last Min- 
dinuetta had the good fortune to shoot Orellana 
dead on the spot, when his £ftithful companions, 
abandoning all thoughts of farther resistance, in- 
stantly leaped into the sea, and every one of them 
perished. Thus was this remarkable insurrection 
quelled, and the quarterrdeck regained, after it ha4 
been full two hours in the possession of this great 
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a&d intreiHd chief, and his b»Te, but unhappy 
countrymen.* 

Pizarro now continuing his voyage, arrived on 
the coast of Galicia, in the bennnins: of the year 
1746, afler being absent from Europe between four 
and five years ; in which time, by his assiduity in 
endeavouring to defeat Mr. Anson's measures, he 
had diminished the naval power of Spain, by the 
destruction of four considerable ships of war, a 
patache, and above 3,000 of the flower of the Spa^ 
nish sailors. 

Besides the above intelligence, all of which, 
except that relating to Orellana, the commodore 
learned from the people and papers on board the 
Carmelo, he was informed, that though the viceroy 
of Peru had laid an embargo on all the shipping in 
those seas, in the month of May preceding, it was 
now taken off; which made them flatter themselves 
with the hopes of obtaining valuable captures, that 
might indemnify them for the incapacity they were 
under of attempting any considerable Spanish set- 
tlements on shore it^and the commodore having thus 
satisfied himself about the material articles of his 
inquiry, and taken on board the Centurion most of 
the prisoners, and all the silver, he set sail for Juan 
Fernandez, where both he and the prize came to 
an anchor the following day. 

Upon a further examination of the prisoners and 
papers, it appearing that several other merchant- 

* The relation of the insurrection of Orellana and his fol. 
lowers, was taken from the mouth of an English gentleman 
then on board with Pizarro, who often conversed with Orel- 
lana; and its principal circumstances were confirmed by others, 
who were in the ship at the same time, so that the truth of this 
f ^Itraordinary fact cannot be doubted* 



tdt COMMODOKB ANSOfra TOTAGE 

nen were bound front Ctllao to ValyaraiM, Hib 
commodore dispatched the Trial sloop tiie very 
next wrnnAng^ W cfUMie off the tast-tuenttoned port, 
and also resolTed to sepon^yte ibt sfaipf under faii 
eottniMd, aftd employ theat m dialnict crakes, by 
whidi meaner he wonld increase the ekance of fAh- 
tainffig pristes, and ran less lianrd of sdanniDg the 
eoasc. The sailors now forgot all Ik&t paet dis^ 
freMe«, and resnming thtiw wonted alacrity, laboured 
indefit%ably in preparing to t^ke their last leava 
of the island; but as the preparatione, noCwHh^ 
sf^m^ng' all their industry, took up four or five 
tf ays^ Mr. Anson> in that iirtertri, gate orders, that 
the g«na belonging: to the Anna piidc, which were 
fonr si^-potmders, four four-poiniders, and two 
0witels, sbonid be monMed on board the prize 
Garmelo; and haying sent six paseei^ers and 
tii^nty'-t^ee sea«ien on board the Gloucester, to 
ftssrst in narrating that ship, he diluted captain 
nfitehel to leave f^emiindev, and cruise off th« 
island of Payta, at snch a distano« from the shore 
m- should prevent his being diseoV^red ; and on this 
station he was to confiniie until ht shoutd< be joined 
by the commodore. These orders being delivered, 
fhe commodore weighed anchor on ^re 19th of 
tSeptember, in company witDi Vbie jfA^te', imd getting 
out of the bay, took Ms last leave of tike isltod (rf 
JtOLii Femantfe*, steering to the eastward, inottier 
to join- ^ Triid sloop in her staifion off Y alparaisoC 
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CHAR V. 

The taking of the Trial's prite the Arranzazu. The Trial coo. 
demned and sunk as unfit for service. The taking of the Santa 
Teresa de Jesus, and the Neustra Senora del Ginnin. 

TH£ Ceatarioii^ apoQ her kavia^ Juan Fcf * 
nandez, was detained three days^by the irseg;«Iarity 
and fUctiiatioQ of the wiadd, withia eight of that 
ialaiid; bat« odl the S5tb of September, just before 
sunaet, saw two sail to the eastward ; on which the 
prize stood directly from the CeatorioQj to a^reid 
^ving any suq^ion that they were ^niseis, while 
the commodore made ready for aa engagement, 
and steered with all his cawFas towards the ships 
he had discovered. It was so<hi perceived that fMoe 
of these, which i^p)>eared to be a very stout ship* 
made directly towaicds him, while the other kepfc 
at a distance. By seven t'doek the Centerion was 
within pistol-shot of the merest, and had a broad*^ 
side ready to poar into her^ the gunners with the 
matches in their hands waiting only for orden te* 
fire ; but* as Mr. Anson knew it was impeMssible for 
her to escape, he, before he suffered them to fir e^ 
ordered the aoaster to hale them in Spanish, when 
the c^nmanding oflSeer on board, who proved tp 
he Af r. Hughes, lieu^tenaot q£ the Trial, anewered 
lA Spglish* a^ let them Iumw, that she was a 
fffi^e, taken by the Trials few days before; and 
that the eiher ship at a distonee was the Trial her« 
self, who was disabled in ha masts. The Trial seon 
after joined the Centniion, and oaptaiii 8attRdeiv> 
ber eommoAder, coming on boards iitformed the 
commodore, that his prize was a prime saihnr, and 
h^ cost him thirty-six hours chase; that for some 
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time he began to despair of taking her; but that 
the Spaniards^ though alarmed at first at seeing 
nothing but a cloud of sail in pursuit of them, (for 
the Trial's hull was so low in the water, that no 
part of it appeared, ) finding how little the Trial 
gained upon them, laid aside their fears, and alter- 
ing their course in the night, shut up their win- 
doMTS, to prevent any of their lights being seen : 
but a smaU crevice in one of the shutters rendered 
all their precautions inefiectual; for the Trial's 
people, perceiving the light thorough it, chased it, 
till they arrived within g^n-shot, when captain 
Saunders unexpectedly alarmed them with a broad- 
aide, and before he couH fire another, they lowered 
their sails, and submitted without opposition. She 
was called the Arranzazu, and was one of the 
largest merchantmen employed in those seas, being 
about 600 tons burden. Her cargo was much the 
same with that of the Carmelo, but her silver 
amounted only to about jf 5000 sterling. 

This success was, however, balanced, by the 
Trial's having had the misfortune to spring her 
main-mast ; her maintop-mast had also come by the 
board; and the next morning, as they were aU 
standing to the eastward, she sprung her foremast. 
These accidents were rendered more unhappy by 
the impossibility of assisting her; for the wind then 
blew so hard, that the commodore could not ven- 
ture to hoist out his boat; and as he could not 
think of leaving her in this unhappy situation, he 
lay to, in order to attend her, for the greatest part 
of forty-eight hours ; and as they were all the time 
driving from their station, there was reason to fear 
that this deprived them of several considerable 
captures. 
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' However, on the 37th, the weather proving more 
moderate, Mr. Anson gent his boat for the captahi 
of the Trial, who, on Iiis coming on board, pro* 
duced an instrument, signed by hin^If and all the 
officers, representing that the sloop, besides being 
dismasted, was so very leaky in her hull, that it 
was necessary to ply the pumps even in moderate 
weatber; and, that if the weather should prova 
bad, they must all inevitably perish^ The commo* 
dqre, considering that he had not the necessary 
stores proper for repairing her, gave orders for her 
being destroyed j but conceiving it expedient to 
keep up the appearance of the same force, appoint- 
ed tiie Trial's prize, which the viceroy of Peru ha4 
often employed as a man of war, to be a frigate in 
his majesty's service, and to be ma^ined by the 
Trial's crew, under the feipe captain ^d pfficerst 
When in the Spanish service, she had mounted 32 
guns, bu^ was now to have onl^ 20, w)|ich were 
the 12 on board the Trial, and 8 that had belonged 
to the Anna pink. This being determined, captain 
3aunders w^ directed to take out of the sloop the 
arms, aqimunition, storesf, and every thing that 
could be of use to the other ships, and then to scut-r 
tie aud sink her i after which he was to proceed 
with his new frigate, which was to be called the 
Trial's Prize^ and to cruise off the island of Valpa- 
raiso, where he was to continue twenty-four days ; 
find, if not joined by the commodore in that time« 
he was to proceed dpwn the coast of Pisco, or 
Nasca, where he would be certain of meeting with 
Mr. Anson. These orders being given, the Centu- 
rion left the other vessels on the 27th of Septem- 
ber, in order to cruise for some days off Valparaiso, 

Notwithstanding this disposition was the most pru^ 
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dent that could be imagined, considering the small- 
ness of the commodore's force, yet he had not the 
happiness to see any ships at any of these stations ; 
and being joined by the Triars and Centurion's 
prizes, the latter of which had assisted in clearing 
and scuttling the Trial, it was resolved to join cap- 
tain Mitchel, who was stationed off Payta, that if 
a Spanish squadron should be fitted out at Callao, 
they might, by uniting their strength, be prepared 
to give it a warm reception. With this view they 
stood to the northward, and, on the 5th of Novem* 
ber, came in sight of the high land of Barranca^ 
and, an hour afterwards, had the satisfaction they 
00 long wished- for, of seeing a sail, upon which 
they immediately gave chase; but the Centurion 
out-sailing the two prizes, run them out of sight, 
and gained considerably on the chase. However, 
as the night came on, she, about seven o'clock, lost 
sight of her, and the oflScers were in some per- 
plexity what course to steer ; but at last the com- 
modore resolved, as they were then before the 
wind, not to change his course. The chase was thus 
continued about an hour and a half in the dark, 
som^ or other constantly imagining they discerned 
her sails right-a-head; but at length Mr. Brett, the 
second lieutenant, really discovered her, about 
four points to the larboard, steering off to the sea- 
ward; and immediately standing for her, they, in 
less than an hour, came up with her, and having 
fired fourteen shot at Jier, she struck. Mr. Dennis, 
the Centurion's third lieutenant, was sent in the 
boat, with sixteen men, to take possession of the 
prize, when he found that she was about 300 tons 
burden, was named the Sante Teresa 4e Jesus, was 
bound from Guaiaquil to Callap, and that her lading 
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consisted of hides, timber, tobacco, cocoa, cocoa- 
nuts, Quito threads which is very strong, and made 
of a species of grass, wax, Quito-cloth, &c. but the 
specie on board amounted to no more than jf 170. 
Though the cargo was of great value to the Spa- 
niards, yet, as they had strict orders never to ran- 
som their ships, all the goods taken in these seas, 
except what the English themselves had occasion 
for, were of no other advantage than as it was a 
loss to the enemy. 

Besides the crew, which amounted to forty-five 
hands, there were ten passengers on board, four 
men and three women, who were natives of the 
country, buik born of Spanish parents, together 
with three black slaves, that attended them ; the 
women were, the mother and her two daughters^ 
the eldest of whom was about twenty-one, and the 
youngest about fourteen. These women were ex- 
tremely terrified, and in the greatest distress, at 
their falling into the hands of an enemy, whom, 
from the former outrages of the Buccaneers, they 
had been taught to consider as the most brutal and 
terrible of all mankind. Thebe dreadful apprehen- 
sions were greatly heightened, by the remarkable 
beauty of the youngest of the women, and the rio- 
tous disposition they might reasonably expect to 
find in a set of sailors, who had not seen a woman 
for near a twelvemonth. Filled with these terrors, 
the women hid themselves as soon as the officer 
came on board; and, when they were dis^overed^ 
be found much difficulty in persuading them to 
approach the light. However, he soon convinced 
them, by his humane behaviour, and his assurances 
of their future safety and honourable treatment, 
that all their apprehensions were groundless. The 
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eommodore being informed of the terror they had 
discovered, immediately sent word that they sAioold 
be continued on board their own ship, have the use 
of the same apartments, and all the other conve- 
niences they had before enjoyed ; he also gave strict 
orders that they should receive no molestation or 
disturbance whatsoever* To, give them the greats 
certainty that these orders would be complied with, 
M Well ad to afford them the means of complaining 
if they were not, he allowed the pilot, who is gene- 
rally the second person on board the Spanish ships, 
to stay with them, as their guardian and protector; 
an office to which this pilot was chosen by Mr. 
Anson, from his seetning e^remely interested in 
^very thing relating to these women ; and his at 
first declaring he was niarried to the youngest of 
them, though it afterwards appeared that he had 
asi^erted this, with no other view but to secure them 
the better from the treatiHent they expected to find 
on their falling into the hands of the English. By 
this compassionate and indulgent behaviour their 
consternation entirely subsided, and they continued 
easy and chearful during the whole time they re- 
mained prisoners. 

The ne^t morning the Centurion was joined by 
her two consorts, when they proceeded together to 
the northward ; they being now four sail in com- 
pany. They here found the sea for many miles 
round them, of a beautiful red colour, which, 
upon exammation, was imputed to an immense 
quantity of spawn swimming upon its surface; for 
some of the water being taken up in a wine glass, 
it had at first a dirty appearance, but soon changed 
to a clear crystal, with only some red globules of 
a slimy nature floating on the top. As they had a 
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Bupply. of timber on board their new prize, the 
commodore gave orders for repairing their boats, 
and for fixing a swivel gnn-stock in the bow, both 
of the barge and pinnace; in order to increase their 
force, in case he should be obliged to make use of 
them in boarding ships, or for any attempts on 
shore. 

Though they continued standing to the north- 
ward, nothing remarkable occurred for two or 
three days, notwithstanding the ships were spread 
in such a manner, that it was hardly possible for 
any of the enemy's vessels to escape them. In their 
run along this coast, it was observed, that there 
was a current, which set them to the northward at 
the rate of ten or twelve miles a day. Being now 
in about eight degrees of south latitude, they began 
to be attended with vast numbers of flying-fish 
and bonitos, which were the first they saw after 
their departure from the coast of Brasil. It is ob- 
servable, that, on the east side of South- America, 
they extended to a much higher latitude than they 
did on the west side ; for the sailors did not lose 
sight of them on the coast of Brasil till they ap- 
proached the southern tropic. The reason of which 
is, doubtless, the different degrees of heat obtaining 
in the same latitude on different sides of the con- 
tinent. For it is evident, that the temperature of 
a place depends much more upon other circum- 
stances than its distance from the pole, or its proxi- 
mity to the equinoctial. Thus it was found by this 
squadron, that though the coast of Brasil is ex- 
tremely sultry, yet the coast of the South-Sea, iu 
the same latitude, is, perhaps, as temperate as any 
part of the globe ; since in ranging along it, they 
did not once meet with such warm weather as is 
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frequent in a summer's day in England^ which yfu 
the niore extraordinary, as there never falls any 
rain to refresh and cool the air. On the coast of 
Peru, and even under the equinoctial itself, eveiy 
circumstance concurred to make the open air and 
day-light desirable; for, in other countries, the 
ficorching heat of the sun in summer renders . the 
greatest p^xt of the day unfit either for labour or 
amusement, and the frequent rains are not leiss 
troublesome in the more temperate parts of the 
year. But in this delightful climate the sun rarely 
appears; for there is constantly a chearful grey 
sky, just sujBicient to sc^ecin the 9m, and to miti- 
gate t)ie YiQlen9e of its perpendicular rays, without 
obscuring the air, or tiogiug.the day-light with an 
unpleasant or n^elancholy appearance. Thus all 
parts of the day are proper for labour or exercise 
abroad, while the refreshing and agreeable cool- 
ness of the air, in other climates produced by rain^ 
is here brought about by fresh breezes from the 
cooler regions to the southward. 

It is not to be doubted, that this happy com- 
plexion of the heaven^ is chiefly owing to the 
neighbourhood of those vast mountains called the 
Andes, which running i^early parallel to the shore, 
from whenpe they are but a small distance, and 
extending themselves immensely higher than ai^ 
other mpuntftins upon the globe, form upon their 
sides and declivities a prodigious tract of country, 
where, according to t|ie different approaches to 
their summit, all l^inds of climates may at aU 
seasons be found. These mountains intercept great 
part of the eastern winds, which generally blow 
upon the continent of South-America, cool that 
part of the air which forces its way over the tops. 
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mhd keep a large part of the atmospliere petpe- 
tually cool, from itd contiguity to the snows, with 
li^hich they ate constantly covered. Thus these 
mountains, t>y spreading the influtace of their 
frozen crests to the neighbouring coasts and seas 
of Peru, are, doubtless, the cause of the tempera- 
ture and equability which constantly prevail there. 
int when this squadron had advanced beyond th6 
equinoctial, and teft these inountains, the people 
had nothing to screen them to the eastward, but 
the high Unds on the isthmus of Panama, which 
are but molehills to the Andes ; they then expe- 
rienced, in a short time, an entire change of dimate, 
and in two or three days passed, from the tempe- 
rate air of Peru, to the sultry burning atmosphere 
of the West Indies. 

On the lOth of November, the commodore wad 
within three leagues of the southernmost island of 
Lobos, lying in &" 2T south latitude; and now 
drawing near the station appointed for the Glou^ 
cester, made an easy sail all night; but the next 
xnoming, at day break, saw a ship in shore, and to 
windward, which had passed the squadron by 
favour of the night, and was plyingvup the coast. 
As she was soon perceived not to be the Gloucester^ 
ihey got their tacks on board, and gave her chase ; 
'but there being very little wind, which prevented 
any of the ships making much Way^ the commodore 
ordered the barge, his pinnace, and the Triara 
pinnace, to be manned and armed, to pursue the 
chase and board her. Lieutenant Brett, who com- 
manded the barge, came up with her about nine 
o'clock, and running along-side of her, fired a 
volley of small shot between the masts, over the 
l^eads of the people on boards and then instantfy 
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entered with most of his men; the enemy making 
no resistance, they being sufficiently frightened 
by the volley they had just received, and the daz- 
zling of the cutlasses. Lieutenant Brett imme- 
diately ordered the sails to be trimmed, and bore 
down to the commodore, taking up in his way the 
two j>innace8 ; but when he came within four miles 
of the Centurion, he put off in the barge with a 
number of prisoners, from whom he had learned 
some material intelligence, which he was desirous 
q£ communicating to the commodore as soon ag 
possible. The prize was named Neustra Senora 
del Carmin; it was of about two hundred and 
seventy tons burden, and had on board forty-three 
mariners, and was deeply laden with steel, iron, 
plank, cedar, pepper, cinnamon, powder, European 
bale goods, snufi; and other species of merchan- 
dize. Though this cargo, in their present circum* 
stances, viras but of little value, yet it was a gc/eater 
loss to the Spaniards than any capture they had 
made in that part of the world; for it amounted to 
above four hundred thousand dollars prime cost at 
Panama, If his ship was bound to Callao, and had 
stopped at Payta in her passage, to take in a fresh 
supply of water and provision, having left that 
place but about twenty-four hours, before 9he fell 
into the hands of the English ; and from the pa8«- 
sengers on board this ship lieutenant Brett had 
been informed, that a few days before a vessel had 
entered Payta, the master of which had told the 
governor, that he had been chased by a very large 
ship, which, from her size, and the colour of her 
sails, he imagined to be one of the English squadron ; 
and that the governor, being fully satisfied with 
this relation, h«d immediately sent an esrpress to 
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Lima, to carry tlie news to the vieeroj ; vrbile the 
royal officer residing at Pajrta, being apptehensiYe 
of a visit from the English, had, from his first 
learning this inteHigehce, been hnsily employed in 
removing both the king's treasure and his own to 
Piura, a town within land, at about fourteen leagued 
distanee ; but that there was a considerable sum of 
money, belonging to some merchants of Lima> 
lodged in the custom-house of Payta, which was 
intended to be sent on board a vessel then in the 
port, that was preparing to sail with Ab utmost 
expedition ; it being boimd for the bay of Son-* 
aonnate on the coast of Mexico, to purchase a part 
of the cargo of the Manilla ship. 

It was immediately conjectured, that the large 
ship, which had.chased the vessel into Payta, was 
the Gloucester, as indeed it was; and it being 
found, that^the vessel, in which the money was to 
be shipped, was esteemed a prime sailor, and had 
just received a new coat of tallow on her bottom, it 
was concluded, that they had no chance of coming 
ap with her, if they suflered her to escape out of 
the port. Therefore, as they were now discovered, 
and the coast would be soon alarmed, 00 as to pre- 
vent their cruising being of any advantage, the 
commodore, after minutely hM)iiiring into the 
strength an^ condition of Ae ]^ace, resolved to en*" 
deavour to surprise it that vffpy night* 

CHAP. VI. 

The taking and burning of the town of Payta. The setting the 
prisoners on shore; and os aceount of tba genarons trtafe* 
vent they received from the commodore. 

PAYTA is situated in a barren soil, only com* 
posed of sand and slate ; it is in 5^ 12' south lati-< 
VOL. III. Sa 
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tude, and ddes not ftimidh a drop of fresh waiter, 
or any kind of greens or provisions, except fish and 
a few goats ; but, about two or three leagues dis- 
tant, there is a town called Colan, whence water, 
maize, greens, fowls, &c, are conveyed to Payta 
on floats, for the convenience of the ships that 
touch there ; and cattle are bought from Piura, a 
town which lies almost fourteen leagues up in the 
country; The water fetched from Colan is whitish, 
and has a disagreeable look ; but is said to be very 
wholesome, the inhabitants pretending that it runs 
through large woods of sarsaparilla, and that it is 
sensibly impregnated with it* The port of Payta, 
though in reality little more than abay, is esteemed 
the best on that part of the coast ; and indeed, it 
afibrds a very secure and commodious anchorage ; 
it is therefore much frequented by all vessels coming 
from the north, since there is no other place for the 
ships from Acapulco, Sonsonnate, Realejo, and 
Panama, to take in refreshments in the passage to 
Callao ; and the wind being for the greatest part of 
the year full against them, renders it impossible 
for them to perform these long voyages, without 
stopping . upon the Coast for a supply of fresh 
waters The town was but of small extent, as it 
contained less than two hundred families* The 
houses were only ground floors, the walls of which 
were built of split cane and mud, and the roofa 
were thatched with leaves ; but though these edi- 
fices were extremely slight, they were sufficient 
for a climate, where rain is considered as a prodigy, 
and is not seen in many years. 

Mr. Anson, on inquiring into the strength of the 
place, was told, that it had no other protection than 
the fort, in which were eight pieces of cannon; 
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that it had neither ditch nor out-work, it being 
only surrounded by a plain brick wall, and that the 
garrison consisted of but one weak company, 
though the town might possibly arm three hundred 
meir more. 

The eonmiodore, considering that the strength 
of the place did not require his whole force, and 
that his ships might foe easily seen at a distance, 
even in the night, which would alarm the inhabi- 
tants, and give them an opportunity of removing 
their valuable effects, resolved to attempt it with 
the boats only, and ordered the eighteen-oared 
barges, with his own and the T^ial pinnaces, on that 
service. Having picked out fifty-eight men, well 
furnished with arms and ammunition, and entrusted 
the command of the expedition to lieutenant Brett, 
to prevent the confusion which possibly might arise, 
from their igfiorance of the streets, and the dark- 
ness of the night, he ordered two of the Spanish 
pilots to conduct the lieutenant to the most conve- 
nient landing-place, and to be his guides on shore : 
to secure their fidelity, the prisoners were informed, 
that they should all of them be released, and landed 
at this place, provided the pilots acted faithfully ; 
at the same time he threatened the pilots, that, if 
they were guilty of treachery or misconduct, they 
should be instantly shot, and he would carry the rest 
of the Spaniards on board prisoners to England. 

About ten o'clock at night, at which time the 
ships were within five leagues of the place, lieute- 
nant Brett, with the boats Under his command, put 
off, and arrived, without being discovered, at the 
mouth of the Jbay ; but he had no sooner entered 
it, than he was perceived by some of the people on 
board a vessel riding at anchor, who immedij^tel^ 
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getting into their boat rowed towards the ahorei 
ahoutiog and crying* *' The Ei^iah, the fisgliah 
dags/' &e. by whieh the whole town was instaatlj 
alarmed, and the men in the boats soon percetved 
several lights hurrying bacl^wards and forwards m 
the forty and other marks of the inhabitants being 
in niotion. Upon this lieutenant Brett encouraged 
his men to puU up briskly, that they might s^Uivw 
the enemy as little time as possible to prepare for 
their defence. But before the boats could reach 
the shore, the soldiers in the fprt had got some of 
tlie cannon ready, which they pointed towards the 
limding-place, and (he ftrst sho^ passed very near 
pne of the boats, whistling Just over the heads of 
the erew. Upon this the men redoabled their 
efforts, 00 that they had re^hed the shore, and part 
of them were landed, by the time the second gun 
was fired. The men were no sooner on shore, than 
one of the Spanish pilots conducted them to the 
entrance of a narrow street, where they were 
covered from the fire of the fort ; and being formed 
in the best manner the shortness of the time would 
permit, they instantly marched to the parade, a 
large square at the end of this street, the fort being 
on one side, apd the governor's house on the other. 
In this march, which w«8 performed with tcderable 
T^nlarity^ the shouts and clauMHirs of three-score 
sailors, who had been so long confined on ship- 
board, and were now finr the first t|me cm shore, in 
an enemy's country, joyous as they always are, whea 
they land, and besides, animated with the hc^ea of 
iBunenfe plunder; the huazas, I say, of thi^ spirite4 
detachment, added to the noise of their drums, had 
so augmented their numbers in the opinion of the 
P*«»Vf -that their fear made them more solicitoua 
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About the means tf fliglit than of resktancei 
Bbweyer, the merchants^ who owned the treasure 
then in the town, had, with a few others^ ranged 
theiMeWes in a gallery that run round the gOTer-^ 
nor's honse, and thence discharged a volley upon 
the Englidi sailors ; but upon their returning the 
fire, they i^andoned the post, and left the Englbli 
in possession of the parade. 

Lieutenant Brett, upon this success, divided his 
men into two parties, one of virhich he ordered to 
surround the governor's house, and if possible to 
secure the governor, while he himself, at the head 
of the other, mardied to the fort, with a design to 
force it, but to his great surprise, he entered it 
virithout opposition; for the enemy abandoned it 
on his approach, and made their escape over the 
widls. Thus the whole place was taken in lesi 
than a quarter of an hour's time from their first 
landing, with no other loss than one man killed on 
the spot, and two wounded. 

Lieutenant Brett now placed a guard at tho 
fort, and another at the governor's house, and then 
appointed sentinels at all the avenues of the town^ 
both to prevent being surprised by the enemy^ 
and to secure the effects from being embezzled* 
This being done, his next care was to seize upon 
the custom-house, where the treasure was depo- 
sitedi and to examine whether any ef the inhabit 
tants remained in the town, in order to know what 
fiurther precautions it was necefeary for him to 
take ; but he noon found that he was in no danger 
from the numbers left behind; for most of Che 
people being in bed, when the place was surprised, 
had fled with such precipitation, that they had not 
^ilowed tkemselYts time to put on thdir clothes; 
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and the governor himself was not the last in pro- 
viding for his own safety, for he fled before most 
of the rest, half naked, leaving hb wife, a young 
lady of about seventeen years of age, to whom he 
had been married but three or four days ; but she 
too was afterwards carried off in her shift, by a 
couple of sentinels, just as the detachment arrived 
before the house. The few inhabitants who re* 
mained, were confined under a guard in one of the 
churches, except some stout negroes, who were 
employed the remaining. part of the night, to assist 
in carrying the treasure from the custom-house and 
other places to the fort; but these were always 
attended by a file of musqueteers. 

The conveyance of the treasure from the custom- 
house was the principal employment of Mr. Brett's 
people; but while the sailors were thus busied, 
they could not be prevented from entering the 
houses in their way, in search of jNrivate pillage, 
where the first things they observed, being the 
clothes left by the Spaniards in their flight, which, 
according to the custom of the country, were most 
of them either embroidered or laced, they eagerly 
seized these glittering habits, and slipped them on 
over their own dirty trowsers and jackets, at the 
i^^me time not forgetting the tye or bag wig, and 
laced hat, which yrere generally found with the 
clothes ; and this practice being once begun, there 
vas no preventing its being imitated by the whole 
detachment. But those who came latest into the 
fashion, not finding men's clothes sufficient to equip 
themselves, took up with women's gowns and pet* 
ticoats, which, provided they were rich enough, 
they made no scruple of putting on, and blending 
nfrith their greasy dress ; so that Mr. Brett was ex- 
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tremely suirprised at their grotesque fig^re^ ivhen a 
party thos ridiculously metamorphosed first came 
before him, and could scarcely know them. 

Meanwhile the Centurion and the other ships 
proceeded slowly towards Payta, and about seven 
in the morning entered the mouth of the bay. 
Though those on board had no reason to doubt of 
the success of the enterprise ; yet it was with great 
joy they discovered, by means of their perspectives, 
an English flag hoisted on the flag-staff of the fort. 
They then plied iiito the bay with as much expe- 
dition as possible, and at eleven o'clock the Triara 
boat came along-side the Centurion, laden with 
dollars and church-plate, when the officer, who 
commanded it, informed the commodore of the 
transactions of the preceding night. 

Mr. Brett still continued collecting and removing 
the treasure without interruption, while the enemy 
assembled from all parts of the country on a hill 
at the back of the town, where they made a consi- 
derable appearance, having, among the rest of their 
forces, two hundred horsemen, that seemed well 
armed, mounted, and furnished with trumpets, 
drums and standards. They paraded about the hill 
with great ostentation, sounding' their military 
music, and practising every art to intimidate the 
few who were on shore, whose numbers were now 
known, to induce them to abandon the place be- 
fore the pillage was completed. Mr. Brett, how- 
ever, proceeded in sending off the treasure, and in 
employing the boats to carry on board refreshments, 
such as hogs, fowls, &c. as long as it was light; 
To prevent any surprise in the night, the commo- 
dore sent a reinforcement on shore, which was 
posted in all the passages leading to the parade; 
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and> for their farther fleeurity^ the fltreets were £9r- 
tified with barricades six feet hi^. But as the 
enemy remained quiet all the n^ht, at day-break 
they resumed their employment of loading the 
boats and sendii^ them off. 

It now appeared of what importance it would 
have been» had it b«^i possible to have secured 
the goremor; for^ had he been in their power, he 
would probably have been induced to treat for the 
ransom of many store-houses fall of valuable efiects, 
for which the commodore had no room on board, 
but which would have been of extraordinary advan- 
tage to him. Having collected all the force of the 
country for many leagues round, he was so elated 
with his numbers, and so fmid of his new military 
command, that he seemed 40 have lost all concern 
for the fate of his government; and though the 
commodore sent seva^al messages to him by some 
who had been taken, prisoners, offering to ransom 
the town on easy tenns, he was so arrogant and 
impudent, that he would not even return an answer. 

On the second day of the English being in p9s- 
session of the place, the Spaniards were in snch 
want of water, that many of their slaves crept into 
the town by stealth, and carried away several jars 
of water to tlieir masters on the hill ; and Mr. Brett 
was informed, both by the deserters and some pri- 
soners he took, as they were carrying away the 
water, that tlie Spaniards on the hill having increased 
to a formidable number, bad resolved to storm the 
town and fort the succeeding night, when one Gror- 
d<»i, a Scotchman, was to have the eommarid of that 
enterprise. However he continued sending off the 
boats, without tile least hurry or pi^cipitation until 
the evening, when a reinforcement was again or- 



THE NEW YO^X 

PUBLIC UflRARY 






If!' 



>J 



ROUND THE WORLD. SIS 

dered on shore by Mr. Anson, and Mr. Brett doubled 
his ^ards at each of the barricades. The difTerent 
posts were connected by means of sentinels placed 
'Within call of each other, and the whole frequently 
visited by patroles, attended with a drum. These 
marks of the vigilance and readiness of the English 
to receive them, damped their resolution ; so that 
they passed that night with as little molestation as 
they had done the former. 

As Mr. Brett had the evening before sent all the 
treasure on board the Centurion, the boats were 
employed on the third morning, which was the 15th 
of November, in carrying off the most valuable part 
of the efiects that remained in the town ; and the 
commodore intending to sail in the afternoon, about 
ten o'clock he sent all his prisoners on shore, amount* 
lag to eighty* eight, giving orders to lieutenant 
Brett, to secure them in one of the churches until 
the men were ready to embark. Mr. Brett was, at 
the same time, ordered to burn the whole town, 
except the two churches, which stood at some dis- 
tance from the houses, after which he was to aban- 
don the place, and return on board. That gentle- 
man punctually complied with these orders; for 
setting his men to work, he distributed pitch, tar, 
and other combustibles, of which there were great 
quantities in the town, into houses situated in dif- 
ferent streets, that the place being fired in many 
quarters at the same time, the destruction might be 
the more violent and sudden, and the enemy, after 
bis departure, less able to extinguish it. This be- 
ing done, he caused the cannon in the fort to be 
spiked, and then setting fire to such houses as were 
to the windward, he collected his men and marched 
towards the beach, where the boats waited to carry 
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theiii off. That part of the beach, from which 
he intended to embark, being an open place with- 
out the town, the Spaniards on the hill perceived 
he was retreating, and resolved, in order to lay some 
foundation for future boasting, to try If they could 
precipitate their departure ; for this purpose, a small 
squadron of about sixty horse marched down the 
hill with much seeming resolution, but notwithstand- 
ing the pomp and parade with which they at first 
came on, Mr. Brett had no sooner ordered his men 
to halt and face about, than they put a stop to their 
career, and did not dare to advance a step farther 
while he continued on the beach« 

On their arrival at the boats, in order to go on 
board, the men were some time retarded by missing 
one of their number ; and being unable, by their 
inquiries among each other, to learn where he was 
left, or by what accident he was detained, after a 
considerable delay they got into the boats, in order 
to embark without him ; but when the last man was 
actually embarked, and the boats were putting off, 
they heard liim calling to them to take him in. The 
town was, by this time, so completely on fire, and 
the smoke covered the beach with such a cloud, 
that they could scarcely discern him though they 
heard his voice; the lieutenant, however^ imme- 
diately ordered one of the boats to his relief, who 
found him up to the chin in water, for he had waded 
as far as he could, being extremely terrified at the 
apprehensions of falling into the hands of an enemy, 
who were, doubtless, enraged at the plunder and 
destruction of their town« Inquiry being made 
into the cause of his staying behind the rest, it viras 
found, that he had that morning taken too large a 
dose of brandy, wliich had thrown him into so sound 
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a sleep, that lie did hot awake until the fire came 
near enough to scorch him. On first opening his 
jejes, he was strangely amazed at seeing, on the one 
hand, all the houses in a blaze, and on the other, 
several Spaniards and Indians near him. The great 
fright instantly reduced him to a state of sobriety, 
and gave him presence of mind to push through 
the thickest of the smoke, as the likeliest means of 
escaping; then making the best of his way to the 
beach, though he could not swim, he ran as far into 
the water as he durst, before he ventured to look 
back ; but, to the honour of all the other brave fel- 
lows who were on shore, though there were great 
quantities of wine and spirituous liquors, ready at 
their hands, at almost every warehouse, this waa 
the only man who was known to have so far ne- 
glected his duty. as to get drunk. 

By the time the sailors had helped their comrade 
out of the water, and were rowing to the squadron, 
the flames had seized every part of the town, and, 
by means of the combustibles, the slightness of the 
materials of which the houses were built, and their 
aptness to take fire, had taken such hold, that it 
was visible no endeavours of the enemy, though 
they flocked down in great numbers, could possibly 
prevent the entire destruction of the town and all 
the merchandize contained in it. 

Lieutenant Brett's detachment having joined the 
squadron, the commodore prepared to sail that even^ 
ing. At his first coming into the bay, he found six 
of the enemy's vessels at anchor, one of which was 
the ship that was to have conveyed the treasure to 
the coast of Mexico, and being informed she was 
a good sailer, he resolved to take her with him. 
There were also two snows, a bark, and two joyfr 
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galleys of thirty-six oars each, which the commo* 
dore haying no occasion for» had opdered the masts 
of all the five to be cut away at his first arrival; 
and, on his leaving the place, they were towed out 
of the harbour, scuttled^and sunk. The command 
of the other ship was given to Mr. Hughes, the 
lieiitenant of the Trial, who was allowed ten men 
to navigate her. The squadron was now augmented 
to six sail, consisting of the Centurion, the Trial's 
Prize, the Carmelo, the Carmin, the Teresa, and the 
Solidad ;; the last acquired vessel weighed anchor 
about midnight, and sailed out of the bay. 

The loss of the SIpaniards by the destruction of 
Payta was very considerable, since a very great 
part of the goods that were burned, consisted of 
velvets, cambrioks, silks, broad-cloths, &c. and 
though the acquisition made by. the English was 
very inconsiderable in comparison with what was 
destroyed, yet it was far from being despicable, for 
the wrought plate, dollars and other coin, which 
fell into their hands, amounted to above if 30,000 
sterling, besides several rings^ bracelets and jewels, 
whose value could not then be determined; the 
plunder that became the property of the immediate 
captors was also very considerable, so that this was 
the most important bpoty they had hitherto met with. 

It has already been obseryed, that all the priso- 
ners taken in the preceding prizes were set on shore 
^nd discharged at Payta, and as the honour done to 
the national character in those parts yfM very greatj 
from the humanity and generosity with which Mr. 
Anson behaved to those who fell into his hands, this 
circumstance deserves to he more particularly re- 
lated. Amongst these prisoners were some persons 
of cpnsiderable distinction, and in p^rticul^r >> 
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youth of aboat seventeen years of age, ihe son of 
the vice-preeident of Chili. As the natives of those 
countries had the most terrible ideas of the craelty 
of the English, all the priscmers, at their being first 
taken on board the English squadron, were under 
great horror and anxiety of mind, but the young 
gentleman just mentioned, who had never been 
from home before, lamented his captivity in the 
most movii^ expressions, regretting in very plain- 
tive terms, the loss of his parents, his brothers, his 
sisters, and his native country, being fully persua- 
ded that he had taken his last farewel of them, and 
that he was devoted for the remainder of his life 
to an abject and cruel servitude ; indeed, all the 
Spanish prisoners had the same desponding opinion 
of their situation ; but Mr, Anson instantly exert* 
ed all his endeavours to efbce their terrifying im- 
pressions, by taking care that as many principal 
persons amongst them as there was room for, should 
by turns dine at his table, and by giving the strict* 
est orders that they should at all times be treated 
with the utmost humanity and decency; but not^ 
withstanding this, it was observed, that for the first 
two or three days, they retained their fears, and 
suspected that the gentleness of their usage was 
preparatory to some unknown calamity: but at 
length being convinced of the commodore's since- 
rity, they grew remarkably chearful, and the youth 
above-mentioned not only conquered his fears, but 
entertained a great aflection for Mr^ Anson, and 
seemed so delighted with a manner of life di^eren^ 
from every thing he had known before, that it was 
doubted whether he would not have preferred a 
voyage to England in the Centurion^ to his being 
^mediately set oq shore 9!^ Payta. 
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As the commodore's humanily was constant and 
uniform, it gave the prisoners favourable sentiments 
of the whole English nation ; and their good opi- 
nion was greatly increased by the commodore's 
leaving the ladies, taken in the Teresa, the posses- 
sion of their apartments, in preventing all his 
people on board from approaching them, and al- 
lowing the pilot to stay with them as their guar- 
dian : at which the Spaniards on board were the 
more surprised, as it was done, without his ever 
seeing the women, though the two daughters were 
both esteemed handsome, and the youngest was a 
celebrated beauty. The women themselves were so 
sensible of the obligations they owed him on this 
account, that they absolutely refused to go on 
shore at Payta, till they were allowed to wait on 
the commodore, on board the Centurion, to return 
him thanks in person ; and, indeed, all the priso- 
ners left the English with the strongest assunlnces 
of their grateful remembrance of the generous 
treatment they had met with. In particular a Je- 
suit, who had been taken by the commodore, and 
who was an ecclesiastic of some distinction, re- 
turned his thanks for the civilities he and his 
countrymen had found on board, declaring that he 
should always consider it as his duty to do Mr. 
Anson justice ; and added, that his treatment of the 
men prisoners was such as could never be forgot, 
but that his behaviour to the women was so ex- 
traordinary, that he doubted whether the regaid 
due to his own ecclesiastical character would be 
sufficient to render it credible. Mr. Walter ob- 
serves, *^ That he was afterwards informed, that 
both he and the rest of the prisoners had not been 
silent on this head; but had both at lima and other 
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places^ givtn the greatest encomiums on the com- 
modore; the Jesait in particular, having on his 
account interpreted in a lax and h3rpothetical 
sense, that article of his church which asserts the 
impossibility of heretics being saved/' 



CHAP. VII. 

iNspntes «^boat the plunder happily adjoBted. Two prises takeo 
bj the Gloucester. They steer for Qaibo. The Teresa and 
Solidad burned. The proceedings of the squadron at Quibo. 
A decription of that island; an account of the pearl fishery, 
and of the Tarlons kinds of turtle. 

THE squadron having set sail from Payta on 
the 16th of November, at about midnight, the com- 
modore in the morning gave orders for the ships 
to disperse, in order to look out for the Gloucester. 
A jealousy now arose between those who had been 
commanded on shore, and those who continued on 
board, occasioned by the jMivate plunder got at 
Payta, which the former considered as a reward 
for the risks they had run^ and the resolution they 
had shown ; while those who remained on board, 
urged, that, had it been left to their choice, they 
should have preferred acting on shore to continuing 
on board, and that while their comrades were on 
land, their duty was extremely fatiguing, since 
they were constantly under arms to secure their 
prisoners, whose numbers exceeded their own, to 
prevent ai^ attempts that might be formed at that 
critical juncture, and that a sufficient force on 
hoard was as necessary to the success of the entjer- 
prise, 88 the acticm of the others on shore ; and thia 
dispute arose to such a height^ that the commodore 
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thoQglit it necesNiry to interpose hifi authority, be- 
fore it was attended with any mischievous ciHiac- 
quences. Accordingly on the moifmng after their 
leavmg Payta, he ordered all hands upon the qoar- 
ter-deck, and addressing himself to those who had 
been detached on shore, highly commended their 
behaviour, and thanked them for their services on 
that occasion. He th«i represented the reasons 
urged by those who had continued on board for an 
equal division of plunder, obserred, that he though* 
their reasons very conclusive, and tiie expectations 
of their comrades extremely just ; he therefore in- 
sisted, that not only the private men, but all the 
officers, who had assisted in taking the place, 
should produce the whole of their jJnnder imme- 
diately upon the quarter-deck, in order to be im^ 
partiall:^ divided amongst the whole crew in pro- 
portion to their rank ; but to prevent those who 
had it in their possession from murmuring at this^ 
dimimition of their share, the commodore added; 
that, as an encouragement to others, who might 
hereafter be employed in the like services, he would 
give his entire share to be distributed amongst^ 
those who had been detached for the attack of 'the 
place. 

Thus was this troublesome affiiir determined, to 
the general satisfaction of the ship's company, ex-' 
cept of a few, who were incapable of discerning 
the force of equity, or were too avaricious to bo 
willing to part with any share of what they had 
once got into their possession. The nejct morning 
they observed the Gloucester with a small vessel 
in tow, and learned from captain Mitchel, that in 
Ae whole time of his cruise, he had taken only two 
pnzes, one of which was a small snow, whose cargo 
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cmuiitled of vine, bvtady, tod oKvei in javs, with 
ftkont jf 7000 in specie ; and the other a launch, ^ 
large Iniat, which the Gloucester's barge came up 
with nete the shore, the prisoners on board of* 
which had alleged, that they were rerjr poor, an4 
that their lading consisted only of cotton ; but the 
eireumstances in which the barge surprised th^oa 
aeemed to prove their being more wealthy thail 
they pretended ; for the Gkmeester's people found 
them at dinner upon pigeon-pye, served ^^ in sil^^ 
▼er dishes. However, the <^cer who commanded 
the barge, on his opening several oi the Jars on 
board, and finding nothing in them but cotton, wa# 
ready to believe the account given him by the pri-^ 
soners; but the carg^ being tAken on board the 
Gloucester, all were agreeably surprised to findf 
that the whole was a very extraordinary piecie of 
]Miekage, and that in every jar there was concealed 
amongst the cotton, a considerable iiuantity c( 
double-doubloons and dollars, to the amennt in the 
whole of near £9DfiOO. This treasure was going 
to Payta, and belonged to the merchants, who wer9 
the proprietors of the greatest port of the money 
taken at that town« Captain Mitehel had also been 
in sight of two or three other of the enemy's ships, 
which had escaped him j one of which, there was 
reason to believe, was of immense value. 

The squadron being now joined by the Glonces* 
ter and her prize, it was resolved to steer as soon 
as possible to the southern parts of California, or to 
the adjacent coast of Mexico, in order to cmise 
for the Manilla galleon, which was known to be at 
sea, bound to the port of Acapulco ; and as they 
were now in the middle of November, and that diip 
did not usually arrive until the middle of January, 
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they did not doubt of getting on that 'statioti time 
enough to intercept her, notwithstanding they found 
it nedeeBary to take in a fresh supply of water at 
the island of Quibo, situated at the mouth ofHhc 
bay of Panama, and being now eight sail in com- 
pany, continued sailing to the northward ; but on 
their arriving at Cape Blanco, in 4"* 15' south lati- 
tude, it was found, that the Solidad was far from 
answering the character given her of being a prime 
sailor, and she and the Santa Teresa delaying the 
squadron, the commodore ordered them both to be 
cleared of every thing that might be of use to the 
rest of the ships, and then to be burned ; and hav- 
ing given proper instructions to the Gloucester, 
and the other prizes, the Centurion proceeded in 
h^r course for Quiboi 

On the 2Sd, in the morning, they came in sight 
of the island of Plata ; at three in the afternoon 
they were within three miles of Point Manta, and 
there being a town of the same name in the neigh- 
bourhood, captain Mitchel took that opportunity 
of sending away several of his prisoners from the 
Gloucester, in the Spanish launch. The boats 
were now daily employed in distributing provisions 
on board the prizes, to complete their stock for six 
months* One of the Manilla ships being said to be 
of an immense size, the carpenters weref ordered to 
fix eight stocks in the main and foretops of the 
Centurion, which were properly fitted for the 
mounting of swivel-guns, in order that she might 
be the better prepared to give her a warm recepltion. 

On the 22d they passed, the equinoctial, when 
standing towards the isthmus, they had not only aii 
extraordinary alteration of the climate, but fre- 
quent calms and heavy rains^ which soon made it 
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mecessary to caulk the decks and sides of the Cenr 
tarion» to prevent the rain from running kito her. 

On the 4th of Decemher, in* the eyening^j they 
cast anchor in the island of Quibo, which they 
found to be extremely conyenient for wooding and 
watering, since the trees grow close to the high- 
water mark, and a large rapid stream of fresh water 
runs oyer the sandy beaeh into the sea, so that they 
were little more than two days in laying in all the 
wood and water they wanted^ 

The whole island, except one part of It, is of a 
very moderate height, and its surface is coyered 
yidth a continual wood, that preserves its yerdure 
all the year. Among the other trees, they found 
abundance of cassia ; but notwithstanding the clUr 
mate, and shelter afibrded for birds, they saw no 
other but maekaws, parrots and parroquets, but of 
the former there were prodigious flights. The ani- 
mab, of which there were most plenty, were moni* 
keys and guanoes, which they frequently killed for 
food t b^t though they discovered many herds of 
deer, yet the difficulty of penetrating the woods 
prevented their coming near them, so that they 
killed but two during their stay^ Their f>ris<mers 
informed them, that the island abounded with 
tygers, but they never saw any of them ; and also 
that there was frequently found in the woods a 
most mischievous serpent, called the flyii^-snaki^» 
which darted itself from the bpughs of trees, on 
either man or beast that came within it$ reach* and 
its sting was believed to produee inevitable death. 
The sea about the island is infested with a great 
number of alligators, of an extraordinary size; and 
the people often observed a large kind of flat fish, 
jumping a considerable height out of the ly^tef. 
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whicli they mpposed to be the fish that is nid Uf 
frequenily destroy the pearl dtveri^ by Glasiiiiig 
them in its fins, as they arise from the bottom ; and 
they were told that the divers now always ans 
themselves with a sharp knift, with which» whwi 
they are entangled, they disengage themselves from 
the fish's embraces by sticking it into its bdiy. 

While the ship lay at anchor, the commodors 
went in a boat^ attended by some of his officers, to 
examine a bay which lay to the northward, and 
afterwards ranged along the eastern side of the 
island. Wherever they landed, in the coarse of 
this en^editioi}, they found plenty of excellent 
water, and a very rich soiV On the north-east point 
of the island they discovered a natural cascade, 
which seemed to surpass every thing of this kiad| 
that had ever been prodaced by human art or in** 
dustry. It was a river pf trai^gpansnt water, about 
40 y^rds wide> which rolled down a declivity of 
near IfiO yards in length ; the channel down which 
it flowed, was entirely composed of rock, both its 
sides and bottom being^ made up of large detached 
blocks, by which the course of the water was Grt^ 
iq[uently interrupted ; for in some parts it ran slor 
ping with a rapid but uniform motion, while in 
others it tolled over the ledges of rocks, and fell 
with a perpendicular descent. All the neighbour- 
hood of this stream was a fine wood ; and even tiia 
huge masses of rock, which overhung the water, 
and by their various projections fcnrmed the ine^ 
qualities of the channel, ^rere covered with lofty 
forest trem, While the commodore, with those who 
accompanied him, were attentively remarking the 
dififerent Mendings of the water, the rocks and tbe 
woods, there appeared, as if to heighten the prjh 
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i|Metj a i^rodigiou fliglit of mackawi, which^ ha- 
vering oyer thb spot, and often wheeling and phiy* 
mg on the wing aboat it« afiforded a noat brilliant 
an^earanee, hj the gfUtteriaig of the tun on theic 
wtiegated phunage. 

In this expedition they discovered no inhabitantg, 
hit saw itnaay huts on the shore, and gteat heaps of 
shells of fine mother-of-pearl, in difl^rent plaoeit 
that were left by the pearl fishers from Panama^ 
who often frequent this place in the sumner aea- 
son; for the pearl-oysters, which are etery where 
to be found in the bay of Panama, are so mnneroui 
at Qttibo, that by adrancing a very little way into 
the sea, a person may stoop down and reach than 
frota the bottom. They are usually very large, and 
some of the officers opened them out of curiosity* 
in order to taste them, but finmd them tough ud 
nnpalataUe. Those oyrters, that prodnce the most 
and the laigeet pearls, are fonnd at a considerable 
depth; for though what a» tidcen by wading neat 
the ahore, are of the same qiedes, yet the pearla 
contataed in them are few in number and very 
samll. It is also said, that the pearl partakes, in 
some degree, of the quality of the bottom on which 
the oyster is lodged; so that if there be a muddy 
Ibottom, it renders the peari dark and discoloured* 

The bwiness of taking up oysteia fiK>m great 
depths^ for the aake of their pearls^ is performed by 
Kegto dnves; of which the inhabitants of Panama^ 
and the neigUMniring coast, formerly kept great 
•ombets. These are said not to be ceteemed comr 
plete diven, until they have learned to protract 
their stay so long under the water, that the Uood 
goAes out art their moutli, aose and ears; but when 
Ihii IfM 9tm liapi^eMd, it it said they di?e for the 
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future with much greater ease than before. They 
have no apprehension, that any ill consequence can 
attend this violence offered to nature, since the 
bleeding generally stops of itself, and there is no 
danger of their ever being subject to it a second 
time. 

Though the pearl-oyster was unfit for food, yet 
that disappointment was sufficiently recompensed 
by the turtle, which the sea furnishes at this island 
in the greatest plenty and perfection. There bx% 
usually reckoned four species of turtle; the logger- 
head, the trunk- turtle, the hawksbill, and the green* 
turtle. The two first are rank and unwholesome ; 
the hawksbill, which produces the tortoise-shell, is 
better than the other two, though but indifierent 
food; but the green-turtle was generally esteemed 
by the officers and sailors, as affording the most 
delicious repast ; and they had the most convincing 
proofs of its being wholesome, from their feeding 
upon it near four months, without feeling any ill 
effects from this new food. At this island they 
caught as many as they pleased, without the least 
difficulty; for, as they are an amphibious animal, 
they go on shore to lay their eggs, which they 
usually deposit in a large hole in the sand, just 
above high- water mark, and after having covered 
them, leave them to be hatched by the heat of the 
sun ; therefore they ordered several men to go on 
the beach, who had nothing more to do than to turn 
them upon their back, which prevented the turtle 
from getting away, after which they brought them 
off at leisure ; by this means they were plentifully 
supplied while they staid on the island, and carried 
a number of them to sea, which affi>rded a constant 
•upply of fresh and palatable provi4<His« fpr tb^^ 
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l^elierall J weighed about 200 poundii weight each. 
Those they took with tiiem lasted until they had a 
fresh supply on the coast of Mexico^ where they 
often saw great numbers of them^ during the heat 
of ^the day, fast asleep, and floating on the surfi^e 
of the water. Upon discoyering them, they gene* 
rally sent out a boat, in which was an expert diver, 
who, when the boat came within a few yards of 
the turtle, plunged into the water, and arising close 
by the tail, seized the shell, and pressing down the 
hinder parts, awakened the turtle, who, striking 
with its feet, by that motion supported both itself 
and the diver until the boat came and took them 
in« By this method they never wanted turtle for 
the succeeding four months they continued at sea : 
yet in seven months, from their leaving Juan Fer- 
nandez to their anchoring in the harbour of Che- 
quetan, they buried no more in the whole squadron 
than two men ; an undoubted proof of turtle being 
both wholesome and nourishing. 

It is very remarkable, that notwithstanding the 
scarcity of other provisions on some part of the coast 
of the South Sea, a kind of food, so very palatable, 
salubrious and plentiful, as the turtle, should be 
deemed by the Spaniards as very unwholesome, and 
to be little less than poisonous. They had some 
Indian and Negroe slaves on board, whom they 
kept to assist in navigating the ships ; and these 
being possessed of the prejudices of the country 
they came from, were astonished to. see them feed 
on turtle, being fully persuaded that it would prove 
mortal : but finding that none of them died, nor 
were in the least disordered by continuing this diet, 
they ventured to taste it, and at last, with great 
relactance^ eat i|, though very sparingly; but the 
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relish improving on tl^m by degrees, they sk lait 
grew to fond of it, as to prefer it to every other 
kind of food ; sad often congrmtnlated each other 
cm the Inxurioua repasts it would always be in their 
power to procure, when they should return to theit 
own country. 



CHAP. vin. 



Thty tail from Qaibo to the coast of Mexico | cnuM off ih$ 
port of Acapulco for the Manilla ghipi and then sail to the 
harbour of Chequetan. 

HAVING left the island on the momin|f of the 
Wk of December, after having remained there <mly 
three days, they itgain put to sea, in order to look 
for the Gloucester, who had separated from them 
on their first arrival ; and the next day discovered 
a small sail, to which they gave chase and captured. 
She was a bark from Panama, named the Jesu Nazn* 
f eno, and had nothing on board but a ton of rock 
salt, some oaknm, and between thirty and forty 
pounds in specie. On the 12th of December they 
came up wiUi the Gloucester, who had sprung hef 
fore^ top-mast, and 'having scuttled and sunk the 
Jesu Nazarene, the commodore delivered fresh in«- 
9tructions to the captains of the men of war, and 
commanders of the prizes, appointing the ren^ 
dezvouses they were to make, imd the courses they 
were to steer, in case of a separation, in which they 
were directed to use all possible dispatch in getting 
to the northward of the harbour of Acapulca. These 
orders being delivered to the ships, they had Uttle 
doubt of soon arrfvii^ at their intended station, as 
ihey intended to &11 in vrith the^ regidar trade- windf 
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but to their great vexation they were baffled fw 
near a month by tempefltooiis weather, dead caliM, 
and heavy rafais, and at length began to despair of 
soeeeeding in the great object they had in Tiew, 
that of intercepting the Manilla galleon, which 
produced a general dejection ; but at length their 
despondency was somewhat alleviated by a favour-^ 
able change of the wind, on which the Centurion 
took the Carmelo in tow, as the Gloucester did the 
Carmin; and this wind, which blew from the north- 
(^ast, the next day continued so brisk and steady^ 
that they had no doubt of its being the true trade- 
wind. This revived their hopes, for though the 
usual time of the galleon's arrival at Acapulco had 
already elapsed, they w^re so unreasonable as to 
flatter themselves, that some accidental delay might 
have lengthened her passage. 

On the 26th of January, being to the northward 
of Acapnieo, they tacked and stood to the east ward» 
with a view of making the land, which they ex- 
pected to faH in with on the 28th ; but though the 
weather was then perfectly clear, - they could not 
discern it. About ten o'clock at night the Centurion 
discovered a light on the larboard bow, and the 
Trial's Prize, who was ^bout a mile a-head, made a 
sigilal for feeing a sail. As no person on board 
doubted but what they saw was a ship's light, they 
were all firmly persuaded that it was the Manilla 
galleon; and, what added to their alacrity was, 
their expectation of meeting with two instead of 
one ; for they took it for gitented, that the light in 
view was carried on the top of one ship, for a 
direction to her consort. The Centurion therefore 
east off the Carmelo, and pressed forward with all 
her canvas, maKln^ a signal for the Gloucester to 
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do the saitie, and thus they ehaaed the lights under 
the expectation of engaging within half an hour, 
sometimes imagining the chase to be abou| a mile 
distant, and at others within reach of their guns ; 
for some on board positively asserted, that they 
could plainly discern her sails. The commodore 
himself was so fully persuaded, that he should soon 
come up with her, that he sent for his first lieute- 
nant, who commanded between decks, and ordered 
him to see all the great guns loaded with two round- 
shot for the first broadside, and after that with one 
round-shot and one grape; and strictly charged 
him not to su£fer a gun to be fired until he should 
give orders, which, he told the lieutenant, would 
not be until they arrived within pistol-shot of the 
enemy^ In this state of constant and eager expec- 
tation they continued all night, constantly pre- 
suming that another quarter of an hour would 
bring them up with the Mamlla ship, whose wealth, 
and that of her supposed consort, they now estimated 
by round millions^ At day-break, however, they 
discovered, to their great disappointment, that aU 
this bustle and expectation was occasioned by a fire 
on a mountain, which continued burning for several 
days afterwards, and was, probably, no more than 
B tract of stubble or heath set on fire for the pur- 
pose of vegetation. 

On the 12th of February, the commodore dis- 
patched the baige in search of the harbour of Aca-* 
pulco, and to discover whether the galleon was ar- 
rived, which returned on the 19th; when the offi- 
cers informed the commodore, that they had dis- 
covered the harbour, and that having got within 
the island that lies at the mouth x>f it^ they were 
in great suspense what to do ; but while they were 



ROUND THE WORLD. 3SY 

ignorant of th^ir being in the verj place they 
adoght for, they dtacemed a small light near the 
mrface of the water, on which plying their paddles^ 
and moving towards it as silently as possible, they 
found it to be a fishing canoe, which they sor- 
prised, with three negroes who belonged to it, and 
who, at first, attempted to jnmp over-board, bat 
they were prevented by presenting a piece at them, 
on which they submitted, and were taken into the 
barge ; the canoe was turned a-drift against the 
face of a rock, where it would inevitably be dadied 
to pieces by the fury of the sea ; which was done to 
deceive those who might perhaps be sent in search 
of the canoe, who, on seeing only its remains, 
would immediately conclude that the pepple on 
board had been drowned. 

The commodore having now these three negroes 
in his possession, was soon satisfied about the most 
material points on which he had been long in sus* 
pence. They told him, that the galleon arrived at 
Acapulco mi the 6th of January, old stile, but re* 
vived his hopes by adding, that she had delivered 
her cargo, and was taking in water and provisions 
in order to return, and that the viceroy of Mexico 
had, by proclamation, fixed her departure from 
Acapuleo on the 14th of March, new stile. This 
last news gave great joy to the officers and sailors, 
who had no doubt of her falling into their faands^ 
and it would be of much greater advantage to seize 
her on her return, than it would have been to have 
taken her before her arrival, as the specie for which 
she had sold her cargo, and which she would now 
have on board, would be much more valuable than 
the cargo itself, great part of whieh would be of no 
use to the English, 
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Bein^ now satisfied that the day was fixed fi^r * 
the departure of the ^Ueon from Afiapnleo, they . 
waited with the utmost impatience for that impor- 
taut moment. As they reeeired this intelligenee 
1^ the return of the barge on the 19th of Fehniary, 
and as the galleon was not to sail till the 3d of 
March, the commod(Nre> in order to prevent his 
hetng seen from the shore^ resolved to continue the 
greatest part of the intermediate time, on hia 
present station, to thi^ westward of Acapuleo; and 
during this interval the sailors were employed ia 
scrubbing ai|d cleansing the ships bottoms, and in 
bHnging them into the most advantageous trim. 

On the 1st of March, the time for the departure 
of the galleon drawing nigh, the eommodore had 
all the shipy ranged in a cir^ar line, each ship 
being three leagues distant from the next, so that 
the Carmelo and ^e Carmin, which were the twa 
extremes, were twelve leagues removed from each 
other; and as the galleon might doubtless be dis* 
cerqed at six leagues distant from either extre- 
mity, the whole si^eep of the squadron, withiii 
which nothing could pass undiscovered, was twenty-^ 
four leagues in extent, and yet they were so cpn* 
nected by signaU, as to be easily and speedily in-* 
formed of what was seen ip apy part of the line^ 
To prevent even ^e possibility of the galleon's es- 
caping in the night, the two cutters belonging to 
fhe Centurion and Gloucester were botih manned 
and sent in shore, and commanded ^ lie at fpur oar 
five leagues distance from the entrance pf the port, 
where, upon account of t|teir smallness, it woshi 
be impossible to discover them \ but in the nigh^ 
ffaey were to stand nearer to the harbour's mouthy 
as the morning apprpached^ to return back tfl 
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ihtir rtation for the day. When tbe cutten glimild 
diicera the IVt^wUa ship, q/o^ of them was to return 
to the sqiifdroQ to naake a signal whedner the gal- 
loon stood to the eastward or the westward, whila 
the other was to follow the galleon at a distance ; 
and if it grew dark to direct the squadron in tkeijf 
^^iise by shewing false firesr 

In short, having taken all possible methods to 
prevent the Manilla ship from eseapmg, they 
waited with tjie utmost impatience for the 3d of 
March ; and that day no sooner began to dawflt, 
than every person on board had his eyes fixed 
tpwarfis Aeapulco, and neither the duties of the 
«ien on board, nor the calls of hunger, could easily 
fiiyeit them from it ; but, to tJieir extreme vexa*- 
ikm, hQih that day and the succeeding night pasied 
over without any news of the galleon. They, howe^- 
ver, flattered themselves, that some unforeaeenaeci« 
dent had occasioned her departure to be deferred 
for a few days ; which was not improbable, as it waa 
usual for the viceroy to defer the time of her sailing 
they kept up their hopes and vigilance ; and as the 
im the petition of the merchants of Mexico. Thns 
7th of March was the beginning of Passion-^week, 
frhich is so strictly observed by the Spaniards, that 
no ship is pwmitted to stir out of port, they de- 
ferred their expectations till the week following, 
when their hopes became as sanguine as ever ; but 
in a week> time their eagerness greatly abated, a 
general dejection and despondency took place in its 
Ypom, and the people beg^n to be persuaded, that 
the enemy had (tiscovered their being on the coait 
Indeed tins opinion was but too just; for they 
afterwards lesraed, that the barge had been seen 
If on) the f I|ore, when sl}e had b^en tept upon %hp 
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dkcovery of the port of Acapuico ; and bb no ent- 
bar^ations, bat canoes, ever frequented that coast, 
the Spaniards considered it as a sufficient proof 
that the English squadron was not far distant, and 
therefore stopped the ^lleons till the succeeding 
year. 

The commodore now formed a plan for the 
taking of Acapuico ; but the town was too well 
defended to be taken by an open attack, and there- 
fore he proposed to sail in the evening, time enough 
to arrive at the port in the night, and having boldly 
entered the harbour's mouth, he intended to have 
put two hundred men on shore iii his boats, who 
were immediately to attempt the fort, while he with 
hifr ships were employed in firing upon the town 
and the other batteries. But when he began to en- 
quire into such circumstances as were necessary to 
be considered, in order to conduct the execution of 
this plan, he found was attended with insuperable 
difficulty, for nearer in-shore there was always a 
dead calm for the greatest part of the night, and 
towards morning, when the gales sprung up, it 
constantly blew off the land, which rendered his 
arrival at Acapuico before day^light absolutely 
impossible. 

However, as there was yet no certain intelli- 
gence of their departure being deferred till tha 
next year, the commodore thought it prudent to 
eontinue cruising on his present station, as long as 
the necessary attention to his stores of wood and 
water, and to the proper season for his passage to 
China, would give him leave. However, the cutters 
returning on the twenty-fourth of Mar^h, and all 

!!ll *i^*^ ^^^ joined, the commodore made a 
•^nal to sneak with «]ia;* -^ j _i. 
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qniry being made into the stock of fresh v^r re- 
roaJHing on board the 8i|aadron, it was found ne- 
cessary to quit the station^ in order to secure a fresh 
supply ; and the harbour of Seguataneo, or Che- 
quetan, being the nearest, it was resolved to sail 
thither ; but lest the galleon, on having certain in- 
telligence of their being at Chequetan, should slip 
out to sea, the Centurion's cutter, under the com- 
mand of Mr. Hughes, the lieutenant of the Trial's 
Prize, was ordered to cruize twenty-four days off 
the port of Acapulco, that, if the galleon should 
sail in that interval, they might be speedily in- 
formed of it« 

The squadron now plied to the west to gain their 
intended port, but being often interrupted by 
storms and adverse currents, the men were em^ 
ployed in these intervals in taking the n^t valua^ 
ble part of the cargoes out of the Carmelo and 
Carmin prizes, which the commodore resolved to 
destroy as soon as they were cleared. On the 1st 
of April they were advanced so far towards Segua- 
taneo, that the commodore thought proper to 
send out two boats to discover the watering-place, 
when they being gone some days, their water was 
so short, that had they not met with a daily supply 
of turtle, which prevented theb being confined to 
salt provisions, they must have suffered extremely 
in so warm a climate; but their uneamness was 
happily ended by the boate returning on the 5th 
of April, when they had not ten days water on 
board. The whole squadron having, about seven 
miles to the west of the rocks of Seguataneo, met 
with a place fit for their purpose, which appeared 
to be the port of Chequetan ; and these boats beii^ 
seat out again the next day to s^und the harbour 
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nd its entfance^ retomed with the report that it 
iras free from danger, on which the squadron im- 
mediately stood for it, and the Centurion and Gtoa* 
tester cast anchor there the same evening. 



CHAP. IX. 

A dtscriptioii of the h»rboar of Che^inetan tnd the mdi^eeat 
countrj. The Torpedo fish, and other animals and regeta- 
bles of the country described. The Trial's Prize, the Car. 
meio and Carmio, scuttled and burned. 

THE port of Cheqaetan is a place of conside- 
rable consequence, since it Is the only secure har- 
bour, except Acapulco, in a vast extent of coast. 
It lies in 17^ 36' north latitude, and is about thirty 
leagues O the westward, against which the sea 
breaks so violently, that it is impossible to land in 
any part of it with boats; yet Hie ground is so 
clean, that in the fair season, ships may anchor at 
the distance of a mile or two from the shore. The 
land which joins to this beach is generally low; 
planted with a great number of trees, and full of 
villages, and on the tops of several small eminences 
there are several watch-towers. The part which is 
cultivated extends some leagues back into the 
country, where it seems to be bounded by a chain 
of mountains, which on either side of Acapulco 
stretch to a considerable distance ; and, indeed, 
the whole face of the country affords a very agree- 
ble prospect ; but it is remarkable, that in all this 
extent, which appears the most populous and best 
planted of the whole coast, there are to be seen 
neither boats nor canoes, either for coasting, fishing 
#r for pleasure ; which . is probably occasioned by 
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all kinds of tmall cnft being prohibited by the go- 
▼emmoit to prevent smuggling. There is no other 
method of finding this harbour at a considerable 
distance from the coast, than that of making it by 
the latitude; for there are so many ranges of monn-* 
tains within Uud, rising one upon the back of tho 
other, that no drawings of the appearance of the 
coast can be in the least depended upon when off at 
sea, for every trifling change of distance, or varia- 
tion of position, brings new mouirtains in view^ 
and produces diflferent prospects. 

As the country appeared to be so well peopled 
and cultivated, the commodore was in hopes of 
easily procuring some fresh provisions and other 
refreshments^ and therefore, the morning after he 
came to an anchor, ordered a party of forty men 
well armed, to march into the country, to discover 
some town or village, and to settle a correspon- 
dence with the inhaUtants; for it was not doubted, 
that if this intercourse was but once begun, he 
should allure them to bring whatever fruits or 
fiedi i»ovisions were in iheir power^ These men 
were directed fo behave with the greatest circum- 
spection, and to show as little appearance of any 
thing like hostility as possible. But this attempt to 
open an amicable traffic with the inhabitants, 
pro? ed ineffectual ; for towards the evening this 
party returned, greatly latigued by their unusual 
exercise, and some of them so fiur spent, that thejr 
had fainted on the road, and were obliged to be 
btought back upon the shoulders of their compa- 
nions. When they had proceeded near five miles 
from the harbour, the road divided between the 
mountaUw into two branches, one of which turned 
to the east, and ^he ptber to the wepti when agree- 
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lag' to continue their maveir akng .the eastern road^ 
it led them into a large plaia». on one side of whiclr 
they discorered a sentinel on> horseback^ wi& a 
pistol in his hand* W^hen* they first atm him, they 
supposed he was anleq^, for his horse started^at tiie 
glittering of their arms, and: suddenly tmrning" 
sound, ran off with his master, who thoo^ he waa 
very near being unhorsed^ recovered his seat, and 
escaped with only the loss of his hat and his pistol, 
which he dropped on the ground* The party pur-^ 
sued him, in hopes of discovering tlie village or ha«* 
hitation to which he should retreat; but after 
fatiguing themselves in vain, soon lost sight of 
him. 

Being unwilling to return without makmg some 
discovery^ they followed th& track- they were in, 
till the heat of the day increanng^ and finding no 
water to cpiench their thi^stj they resolved to return 
baek: however, tiiiat no-means^ might be left nn- 
tried^f procnrii^ some intercourse with the people^ 
the officers stuck up several poles in the road, tar 
which were affixed deelaratiotis, written in^Spamsh, 
in order to encourage the iidiabitants to come to 
the harbour to traffic with the squadron^ and filled^ 
with the strongest assurances of a kind receptimi, 
and- faithiui payment' for all the provisions they 
hrooght* But this measuw, however prudent, waa 
iheAsctual, fbr none of the people came down to' 
the ships during their continuanoe at the port of 
Chequelan.^ 

Upon thia oocasion it is proper to observe, im 
order to give some idea of the timidity of the inha*** 
bsiants of this country, that some time after tht 
oommodore's arrivsA at Chequetan, he s^ttt lieute^ 
nant Brett, with two boati undar his^aottmiaiHl/ 1» 
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r^amtne Uie coast to tke eastward, and futrtiou- 
ivlj to aAkeobaenratkuas on the bay and !viratering« 
ylaoe of Petaplan* Mr. Brett was pre|>ai'ing to 
land witk one of tbe boats towards die hiUof Peta* 
plan, wJien.ae6identoil74easting his eyes across tbe 
bay, he observed on the opposite strand three smaU 
s^fnadrow of hoEse, which seemed to advance to- 
^roids the place where he proposed to land. Upon 
which, thovigh he had bat sixteen men wHh hUq^ 
he boldly pnt off the hoati and stood over ttie bay, 
in order to faee them, and was soon near enough 
to perceive that lihey were mounted on good horses^ 
and aoned with earbinesond lances. On seeing hini 
thus advance, th^ formed upon the beach, fired 
several ^distant shot at him as he drew near, an4 
seemed determined to dispute his landing, till a$ 
last the boat coming within a reasonable distance 
fjrom the mort advanced squadron, Mr. 3rett or- 
dered his men to fircu when l^is resolute cavalry 
tmmedialdiy fled witibi gaeat eonfiision, through # 
small e|>ening m the wood. In this hafity flighty 
one of their horses &lling down, threw his rider^ 
but both the man and horse were soon up i^ai^, 
and followed the rest The two other squadrons 
were in the mean lime ealm spectators of the rout 
of their oomradesi for having halted on Mr. BMtfp 
£rst afqpftToach, th«y tconlinued drawn i^ at a gi^ent 
distance behind, out of the reach of the 9hot« Had 
these men concealed themselves till the hoatVi 
crew were landed, it is scareely possible but they 
imifit ail have fallen iato 43beir hands ; as the Spa • 
nisfds aanonnted to near WO, and the whole num- 
ber With Mr. Brett was only sixteen. 

The commodore finding his atteinpt to prevail 
on tbe people to Airnish the s|uadron with neis^- 
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after whieh^ it was added, that the commodara 
woald return to the southward, to jom the rest ot 
the squadron. These last words were inserted to 
deceire the Spaniards, in case they got the canoe in 
their possession, as they afterwards learned that the j 
did; but could not impose on Mr. Ibglies, who 
was sensible that the commodore had no other 
squadron to join, nor the least intention of steerin|f 
back to Pern. 

As they had now no farther Tie ws in the American 
seas, it was no small mortification to them to be 
detained by the absence of the cutter, the time of 
whose return had now considerably elapsed; this 
made it necessary for them to sail towards Acapnlco 
in search of her, though it was suspected that she 
Jiad been ^scoyered from the shore, and that the 
governor of Acapnlco had sent out a suffiaient force 
to seize her, which would be no very difficult enter- 
prise, as she carried but six hands. This, however, 
being only conjecture, the commodore stood along 
the coast to the eastward in search of her, and^ to 
prevent her passing by in the dark, brought to 
every night. The Gloucester, who was stationed a 
league nearer the shore than the Centurion, carried 
a light, which, if the cutter kept along shore, she 
could not fail of perceiving it; and, as a farther 
security, both the Centurion and Gloucester alter- 
nately rilowed two false fires every half hour. 

Being at length advanced within three leagues 
of Acapnlco, without seeing the cutter, they gave 
her over for lost; which, besides their compassion 
for their ship-mates, on account of what they might 
bave suffered, was a misfortune that greatly con- 
cerned them^ on account of their scarcity of hands ; 
since the cutter's crew consisted of six men and a 
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lieutenant, who were picked out for the seryice^ 
were skilful seamen, and every one of them of tried 
resolution. However, as it was generally believed 
that they were taken and carried into Acapulco, 
the commodore, as he had many Spanish and Indian 
prisoners, and sick Negroes in his possession, wrote 
a letter the same day to the governor of that town, 
to inform him, that he would release them all, pro- 
vided the governor would only return the cutter's 
crew. This letter was carried by a Spanbh officer,, 
who was furnished with a launch belonging to one 
of the prizes, and a crew of six other prisoners, who 
gave their parole for their return. The Spanish 
officer also carried with him a petition, signed by 
all the other prisoners, beseeching the governor to 
comply with the terms proposed for their liberty. 

From the number of the prisoners, and the quality 
of some of them, it was supposed that the governor 
would readily agree to Mr. Anson's proposal, and, 
therefore they kept near the land, in order to re- 
ceive an answer at the limited time; but both on 
that and the following day they were driven so far 
out to sea, that they could not expect an answer to 
reach them, and the fourth day after the proposal 
was sent, they were fourteen leagues from the har- 
bour of Acapulco ; but the wind changing, they 
pressed forward with all sail, and expected to get 
near land that afternoon. 

While they were thus standing, the sentinel from 
the mast-head called out, that he saw a boat under 
sail, at a considerable distance to the south-east. 
This they did not doubt contained the governor's 
answer to the commodore's message, and instantly 
stood towards her; but on their nearer approach 
they found, to their great joy, that it was their own 
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cutter. While at a distance, they imagined that 
she had been discharged by the governor ont of the 
port of Acapulco, bat when she drew nearer, the 
pale and meagre countenances of the crew, the 
length of their beards, and the feeble tone of th^ 
voices, convinced every one, that they had endured 
much greater hardships than they could have suf- 
fered even from the severities of a Spanish prison. 
They were obliged to be helped into the ship, and 
to be instantly put to bed; but by rest, and the 
nourishing diet with which they were plentifnllj 
supplied from the commodore's table, they reco- 
vered their health and vigour. 

These poor men had kept the sea the whole time 
of their absence, which was upwards of six weeks. 
When they had finished their cruise before Aca- 
pulco, they plied to the westward, in order to join 
the squadron ; but a strong adverse current forced 
them down the coast to the eastward, and at length 
their water being all expended, they were obliged 
to search the coast farther to the eastward for a 
convenient landing-place, in order to obtain a fresh 
supply. In this distress they ran upwards of eighty 
leagues to the leeward, but every where found so 
large a surf, that there was not the least possibility 
of their landing. They passed some days in this 
dreadful situation, during which they had no other 
means of allaying their thirst than catching turtle, 
and sucking their blood, until at last the heat of 
the climate rendering their sufiertngs insupportable, 
they abandoned themselves to despair, from a firm 
belief, that they should perish by the most terrible 
of all deaths; but in this dreadful exigence. Pro- 
vidence sent them a most unexpected relief, for 
there fell such heavy rain, that on spreading their 
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flails horizontally^ and putting bullets in the centre^ 
to di^w them to a point, they caught as much water 
as filled all their casks, and being favoured by a 
strong current, they stood to the westward in search 
of the commodore, and joined the Centurion in less 
than fifty- six hours, after an absence of forty- 
three days. 

Mr. Anson now resolved not to disappoint the 
hopes of the prisoners, but to restore them to the 
liberty he had promised them ; and, therefore, they 
were all immediately embarked in two launches, 
which had belonged to the prizes, and lest the wind 
should prove unfavourable, they were allowed % 
stock of water and provisions* Those released were 
fifty- seven in number, the greatest part of them 
being Spaniards, and the rest Indians and sick Ne- 
groes ; but as the crews were very weak, Mr. Anson 
kept the stoutest of the Negroes, a few Indians, and 
the Mulattoes. They afterwards learned, that the 
two launches arrived safe at Acapulco, where all 
the prisoners extolled the humanity with which 
they had been treated. Before their arrival, the 
governor, it seems, had returned a polite answer to 
the commodore's letter i and, at the same time sent 
out two boats laden with the choicest refreshments 
and provisions that could be procured at Acapulco: 
but the boate, not finding the English ships, were 
at length obliged to return, after meeting with ^ 
storm, in which they were forced tq^ throw aU theip 
provisions overboard. 



348 COMMODORE ANSON'S VOYAGE 



CHAP. X. 

The Centarion and Gloucester depart for China, and lose manj 
of their men by the scnrYjr. The Gloucester disabled by a 
storm and burned. Arrive atTinian; a description of that 
island. The Centurion droTe out to sea. 

THE sending away the prisoners was their last 
transaction on the American coast, for immediately 
on parting with them, the Centurion and Glon- 
cester made sail to the south-west, with a view of 
falling in with the north-east trade-wind, which the 
accounts of former writers had led them to expect 
at the distance of seventy or eighty leagues from 
the land; and, on the 6th of May, for the last time, 
they lost sight of the mountains of Mexico, with 
the hopes of reaching the easternmost islands of 
Asia in two months. Notwithstanding all their 
endeavours to come in with the trade-winds, by 
getting into the latitude of 13 or 14 degrees north, 
where the Pacific Ocean is most usually crossed, 
all their efforts proved unsuccessful ; so that it was 
seven weeks from their leaving the coast until they 
got into the true trade- wind. By this time both 
ships became extremely crazy, and soon after a 
spring was discovered in the fore-mast of the Cen^ 
turion, and no sooner was it secured, by the car- 
penter's fishing it, than the Gloucester made a. signal 
of distress, and informed the commodore, that she 
had so dangerous a spring in the main-mast, that 
she could not carry any sail on it ; and being exces- 
sively rotten, it was found necessary to cut part of 
it away. These accidents occasioning delay, and 
the scurvy beginning to make fresh havoc among 
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fthe people, they began to be in the greatest anxiety 
about their future safety ; and to present to them- 
aelyes, the melancholy prospect of either dying with 
the scurvy, or of perishing with the ship, for want 
of hands to navigate her. They had, indeed, been 
willing to believe, that in this warm climate, so 
different from that they had felt in passing round 
Cape Horn, the violence of this disease, and its fata- 
lity, might, in some degree, be mitigated. It had 
been generally presumed, that supplies of water and 
fresh provisions effectually prevented this distemper^ 
and that keeping the ships clear and airy between 
decks, were even alone sufficient to prevent the 
scurvy, or to mitigate its virulence. But though 
they had a considerable stock of fresh provisions on 
board, which were the hogs and fowls taken at 
Payta ; though they almost daily caught abundance 
of dolphins, albicores and bonitos, and the unsettled 
season, that deprived them of the benefit of the 
trade-wind, proved so rainy, that they were enabled 
to fill their water-casks as fast as they were emptied^ 
and each man had five pints of water constantly 
allowed him every day; though fresh provisions 
were distributed among the sick, and the whole 
/crew often fed upon fish ; and though, during the 
latter part of the run, they kept all their ports open, 
and took uQcommon pains in sweetening the ships, 
yet nothing could stop the progress^ or abate the 
malignity of the disease. 

At length upon their reaching the trade-wind, 
which settled between the north and east, it seldom 
blew with such strength, bnt that the Centurion 
might have carried all her small sails abroad, with- 
out the least danger, so that she might have run 
dovro the lopgitnde apac^ : but the Gloucesteri by 
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losing the be^ part of her main-maflt, sailed so tctj 
heavily, that the Centurion lost little less than a 
month by attending upon her ; and at length beings 
entirely disabled by a storm, the commodore, after 
having her examined, sent an order to captain 
Mitchel, to put his people on board the Centurion 
as expeditiously as possible. Though this order was 
carried into efiect with the utmost dispatch, yet it 
was with the greatest difficulty that the prize-mo* 
Hey, which the Gloucester had taken in the South- 
Sea, was secured and sent on board Hie Centurion ; 
but the prize goods in the Gloucester, which amount- 
ed to several thousand pounds value, were entirely 
lost; nor could any more provisions be got out than 
five casks of flour, three of which were spoiled by 
the salt-water. When this was performed, her crew 
were so greatly reduced by the scurvy, that she had 
only 77 men, 18 boys, and two prisoners alive; out 
of which number there were no mwe than 16 men 
and 11 boys able to keep the deck, and several of 
these were very ill. The Gloucester was cleared of 
every thing, that it was possible to remove, on the 
1 5th of August, and then set on fire ; but she con- 
tinued burning the whole night, so that though her 
guns fired successively, as the flames reached them, 
yet she did not blow up till six in the morning, 
*when the Centurion was about four leagues distant. 
The report she made was but small, though the 
blast produced a very black pillar of smoke, which 
ahot up to a very considerable height in the air. 

The Centurion being now freed from the d^ys 
occasioned by the frequent disasters which happened 
to the Gloucester, might have been expected to 
have proceeded much brisker than she had hitherto 
done ; but the people on board that ship had still 
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greater distresses to struggle wi& ; for the stormy 
which had proved so fatal to that vessel, had driven 
them to the northward of their intended course, 
and the current setting the same way after the 
weather had abated, had forced them a d^ree or 
two farther, so that they were near four degrees to 
the no^h of the pandlel they had proposed to keep, 
in order to reach the island of Guam ; and as they 
were ignorant how near they were to the meridian 
of the Ladrones, they apprehended that they might 
be driven to the leeward of them by the current, 
without perceiving them. In which case, the only 
land they could make would be, some of the eastern 
parts of Asia, where the western monsoon being in 
its full force, it would be imposwible for them to 
get in; and, indeed, they were in such a languish* 
ing condition, that they could expect nothing but 
to be destroyed by the scurvy long before they could 
complete so extensive a navigation. For now no 
day passed, in which they did not bury eight or ten, 
and sometimes twelve of their men, and those who 
had still continued healthy, began to sicken apace. 
To add to their distress, they had a very considera* 
ble leak, which it was found impossible to stop 
completely. 

They had considered the calm, during which the 
currents had driven them to the north, as a dread- 
ful misfortune ; but a gale springing up from the 
south-west, rendered their condition still worse, as 
it was directly opposite to the course they desired 
to steer. However, on the 22d of August, they had 
the satisfaction to find that the current was shifted, 
and set them to the southward ; and the next morn- 
ing, at day-break, they were cheared with the sight 
ci two islands to the west. As they had till then 
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been seized with an universal dejection, from their 
almost despairing of ever again seeing land^ this 
discovery raised their drooping spirits, and gave 
them inexpressible joy. The nearest of these islands' 
was Anatacan, which appeared to be full fiflieai 
leagues distance, and seemed to be high land ; the 
other was the island of Serigan, which had the ap- 
pearance of a rock. They were very impatient to 
get in with the nearest island, where they hoped to 
find anchoring ground, and refreshment for their 
sick ; but the wind proving variable, they advanced 
but slowly. The next day, at noon, they were with- 
in four miles of Anatacan, when the boat was sent 
out to examine the anchoring ground, and the pro* 
duce of the place : but in the evening, when the 
boat returned, they were informed, that there was 
no road for a ship to anchor in ; that some of the 
crew had with difficulty landed, and found that the 
ground was every- where covered with a kind of 
wild cane or rush ; that they had seen groves of 
cocoa-nut trees, but had met with no water. This 
account occasioned a general melancholy, and their 
despondency was increased, when, as they were ply- 
ing under their topsails, in order to get nearer to 
the island, with an intention of sending the boat 
on shore, to get cocoa-nuts for the refreshment of 
the sick, the wind blew so strong olBT shore, that 
they were driven too far to the southward to ven- 
ture to send off their boat; and now the only means 
of preserving them from perishing was, their fall- 
ing in with some other of the Ladrone islands, but 
as their knowledge of them was extremely imper- 
fect, they were to trust entirely to chance for their 
guidance. 
On the 26th of August in the morning, they lost 
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sight of the island of Anatacan, dreading that it 
'was the last land they should ever see ; but the next 
morning they discovered to the eastward three other 
islands, at between 10 and 14 leagues distance, 
which were the islands of Saypan, Tinian, and 
Aguigan: upon which they immediately steered 
towards Tiniaii; the middlemost of the three, but 
had such a calm, that, though they were assisted by 
the currents, they were the next morning advanced 
no nearer than within six leagues of it. They how- 
ever kept on their course, and about ten o'clock 
perceived a proa under sail, between Tinian and 
Aguigan. As this gave them reason to believe that 
these islands were inhabited, and they well knew 
that the Spaniards had always an armed force at 
Guam, they mustered ail the hands that were capa-r 
ble of standing to their arms, in order to disguise 
their wretched circumstances ; and the more easily 
to procure intelligence, shewed Spanish colours, 
and hoisted a red flag at the fore-top-mast-head, 
hoping by this means to make the Centurion pass 
for the Manilla galleon, and to decoy some of the 
inhabitants on board. At three in the afternoon, the 
commodore sent the cutter to find out a proper 
birth for the ship, and it was soon perceived that a 
proa, taking the Centurion for the Manilla ship, put 
off from the island to meet the cutter, and the 
cutter returning with the proa in tow, the pinnace 
was instantly sent to bring the prisoners on board, 
Those taken were a Spaniard and four Indians, 
and the Spaniard being immediately examined, Jui 
account of the island surpassed their most sanguine 
hopes. He informed them that it was uninha- 
bited, which, considering their defenceless condi- 
tion, was of great consequence to them^ and ye| 
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that there were wanting but few of the accommo*' 
dations that might be procured in the most cnlti* 
Tated country, That there was plenty of good 
water, and an incredible number of cattle, ^<^« 
and poultry, running wild, and all of them excel- 
lent in their kind ; that the woods afforded great 
plenty of lemons, limes, sweet and sour oranges, 
and cocoa-nuts, besides a fruit peculiar to these 
islands, which served instead of bread ; and that the 
Spaniards at •Guam made use of the island as 
a store for supplying the garrison, on which ac- 
count he was sent thither with ^o Indians to jerk 
beef, which he was to carry to Guam in a small 
bark that lay at anchor near the shore, 

This account was received with inexpressible 
joy, and they were now near enough to perceive 
large herds of cattle feeding in difierent parts of 
the island, and the appearance of the shore would 
not sufier them to doubt of the rest of his narra- 
tion. The prospect of the country, instead of re- 
sembling a place uninhabited and without cultiva- 
tion, seemed to be laid out with great skill in spa-^ 
cious lawns, and stately woods, and the whole so 
artfully combined, and so judicicmsly adapted to 
the slopes of the hills and the inequalities of the 
ground, as to produce a most striking effect, and to 
do honour to the invention of the contriver. ThuB 
were they providentially brought to this delightful 
island, by means which they at first sight had con- 
sidered as the greatest misfortunes; for had they 
not been driven by those contrary vi^inds and cur- 
rents, which had filled them with the most terrible 
apprehensions, to the northward of their course, 
they would in all probability have missed this 
•pQt, where alone all their wants could t)e ful^y 
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relieved^ the sick reeovered, and their enfeebled 
crew once more refreshed, and enabled to pursue 
their voyage. 

The commodore befaig now solicitous to hinder 
the governor of Guam from obtaining intelligence 
of his arrival^ resolved to endeavour, if possible^ 
to prevent the escape of the Indians ; and therefore 
dispatched the pinnace to secure the bark, which 
he was told was the only vessel at the island, and 
about eight in the evening, they cast anchor in 
twenty -two fathom ; but, though the weather waa 
almost calm, and all the vigour and spirit possessed 
by the crew were exerted on their going to take 
possession of this little terrestrial paradise, they 
were so weakened by the crews of the cutter and 
pinnace being sent on shore, that they were full 
five hours in furling the sails ; and even including 
those who were absent with the boats, and some 
Indians and Negroes, all the hands they could 
muster, capable of standing at a gun, were only 
seventy-one, most of whom were incapable of 
duty, except on extraordinary occasions ; and these 
were all that could be collected from the united 
erews of the Centurion, the Gloucester, the Trial 
and Anna pink, which consisted of about one 
thousand hands on their departure from England. 
As the commodore was not certain what oppo* 
sition might be made by the Indians on the island, 
he sent a party well-armed on shore the next 
morning, to secure the landing-place, which was 
done without the least difficulty. For the Indians 
having the night before perceived by the seizure of 
the bark, that they were enemies, immediately fled 
into the woods. This party found on shore many 
huts, which saved the sailors the trouble of erecting 
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tents ; and one of these, which was used for a store- 
house, bein^ twenty yards lon^ and fifteen broad, 
was instantly cleared of some jerked beef, con- 
verted into an hospital, and, as soon as it was 
ready, the sick, who amounted to one hundred 
and twenty-eight, were brought on shore. Numbers 
of these were so helpless, that the men were obliged 
to carry them from the boats to the hospital on 
their shoulders, in which humane employment the 
commodore again, and every one of his officers 
without distinction, were engaged; but notwith- 
standing the extreme debility of the greatest part 
of the sick, they in a surprising manner soon felt the 
salutary influence of the land ; for though twenty- 
one men were buried on that and the following 
days, yet during the whole two months in which 
they staid there, they did not lose above ten more. 
For the sick reaped such benefit from the fruits of 
the island, and in particular those of the acid kind, 
that within a week most of them were so reco- 
vered, as to be able to move without assistance. 

The island of Tinian lies in the latitude of 1 5* 8^ 
north, and 1 14« 50' west longitude from Acapulco. 
It is about twelve miles in length, and half as 
much in breadth. The land rises in gentle slopes 
from the beach to the middle of the island ; but its 
ascent is frequently interrupted by valleys of an 
easy descent, mahy of which wind irregularly 
through the country. These valleys, and the gra- 
dual swellings of the ground, to which their difife- 
rent combinations gave rise, are beautifully diver- 
sified, by the mutual approach of woods and lawns, 
which border upon each other, and in large tracts 
traverse the island. The woods are composed of tall 
and spreading trees, most of which are worthy of 
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admired, either for their fruit or for their 
beauty. While the lawns are generally of a con- 
siderable breadth, and covered with a clean and 
uniform turf, composed of a very fine trefoil, in- 
termixed virith a variety of flowers. In many placet 
the woods are open, and free from all bushes and 
underwood, so that on the borders of the lavnis, 
neither shrubs nor weeds are to be seen ; and the 
neatness of the adjacent turf is frequently extended 
to a considerable distance under the hollow shade 
formed by the trees. Hence arose a great variety 
of the most elegant and entertaining prospects^ 
according to the difierent blending of these woods 
and lawns, as they spread themselves through the 
valleys, and along the slopes and declivities with 
which the place abounds. The animals that en- 
liven the landscape, in some measure partake of 
the romantic cast of the island, and are a great ad- 
dition to the beauty of the prospects; for the cattle 
are all of them milk white, except their ears, 
which are generally black or brown, and it is not 
uncommon to see some hundreds of these feeding 
together in a large meadow, and though there are 
no inhabitants, yet the noise and frequent ap- 
pearance of domestic poultry, which in great nun^ 
bers range the woods, greatly contribute to the 
chearfulness and beauty of the place, by perpe- 
tually exciting the idea of the neighbourhood of 
farms and villages. 

The cattle atTinian were computed to amount to 
at least ten thousand, and as they were not at all 
shy, the crew of the Centurion found no difficulty 
in getting near them. They at first brought them 
down by shooting them ; but afterwards, when by 
accidents that will be hereafter mentioned, they 
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were obliged to husband their ammunition, the 
sailors easily ran them down. Their flesh was ex- 
tremely well tasted, and was thought to be more 
easily digested than any they had yet met with. 
The fowls too, which were extremely good, were 
also run down with little trouble; as they could 
scarce fly above a hundred yards at a flight, and 
were then so fatigued, that they could not readily 
rise again, so that being assisted by the openness 
of the woods, they were always able to take what 
number they pleased. And that no delicacies might 
be wanting, they were furnished with great plenty 
of wild fowl; for near the centre of the island there 
were two considerable pieces of fresh water, which 
abounded with duck, teal, and curlews, and the 
whistling plover, was also found there in prodi- 
gious plenty. They here likewise found abundance 
of wild hogs, which were most excellent food, but 
being extremely fierce, the sailors were obliged 
either to shoot them, or to hunt them, with some 
large dogs they found upon the island, and which 
belonged to the detachment sent to provide pro* 
visions for the garrison of Guam; and as these 
dogs had been trained to the killing of wild hogs, 
they readily followed the sailors, and hunted for 
them ; but notwithstanding their being of a large 
and bold breed, the hogs fought with such fury, 
that they at length destroyed the greatest part of 
them. 

This island was also of extreme advantage, on 
account of its fruit and vegetables, which were 
most happily adapted to the cure of the scurvy; 
for the woods produced sweet and sour oranges, 
limes, guavoes, vast quantities of cocoa-nuts, with 
tile cabbages growing on the same tree, and a pe- 
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culiar kiud of fruit, to be found only in these 
islands, called by the Indians Rhyma, but by ih% 
Centurion's people the bread-fruit; for it was con-' 
stantly eaten by them instead of bread, and so uni- 
versally preferred to it, that none of the ship's 
bread was expended during their stay on the island. 
It grows upon a pretty lofty tree, which, near the 
top, divides into large and spreading branches; 
the leaves, which are generally from a foot to 
eighteen inches in length, are of a remarkable deep 
green, and notched about the edges. The fruit, 
which is found indifferently on all parts of the 
branches, is rather of an oval form than round ; it 
IS covered with a rough rind, is usually seven or 
eight inches long, and each of them grows singly, 
and not in clusters. . It is fittest to be used when 
green; but full grown, and being roasted in the 
embers, has some distant resemblance to the taste 
of an artichoke, and is, like that, of a soft and 
spongy nature : but as it ripens, it becomes softer, 
turns yellow, and has a luscious taste, and agree- 
able smell, not unlike a ripe peach ; however, it is 
then esteemed unwholesome, and is said to produce 
fluxes. Mr, Dampier, to whom our author refers 
for a more particular description, says, it is as large 
fLB a good-sized twopenny loaf, and that the inside 
is soft, tender, white, and crummy like bread ; and 
if eaten in twenty-four hours after it is plucked, 
Jbas a sweet and pleasant taste ; and that this ex- 
cellent fruit is in season eight months of the year^ 
This island also affords many other vegetables, 
proper for the cure of that dreadful disease they 
had so long laboured under, as scurvy-grass, sorrel, 
mint, dandelion, creeping-purslain, and water- 
Ijielons; on all whipbj together with the fr^sli 
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provisions, they fed M4th great eagerness, beiii$ 
prompted to it by the strong inclination which the 
sea-scurvy never fails to excite for those powerful 
remedies. 

It may seem surprising, that this beautiful island, 
80 plentifully furnished with the necessaries and 
luxuries of life, should be entirely void of inhabi- 
tants. To remove this difficulty, it must be ob- 
served, that in something less than fifty years be- 
fore Mr. Anson's arrival, it was a populous coun- 
try, and said to have contained 30,000 souls; but a 
sickness raging at Tinian, Rota and Guam, all of 
which were full of inhabitants, the Spaniards, to 
recruit the people at Guam, who were greatly di- 
minished by the mortality, forced all the inhabi- 
tants of Tinian to remove thither ; where they lan- 
guished after their native island, till, in a few 
years, the greatest part of them died of grief. 
These poor Indians might reasonably have ex- 
pected, from their being placed at such an immense 
distance from Spain, to have escaped the cruelty 
which had ocaasioned the destruction of great part 
of the western world ; but the only advantage they 
received from this distance was, their perishing an 
age or two later. 

The island still affords remains, which show it 
to have been once extremely populous ; for, in all 
parts of it, there are many ruins of a very remark- 
able kind, which generally consist of two rows of 
pyramidical pillars, at about twelve feet distance, 
each pillar in the row standing about six feet from 
the next. These pillars are almost five feet square 
at the base; they are about thirteen feet high; and 
on the top of each is a semi-globe, with a flat sur- 
face upwards. Both the pillars and semi-globe are 
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solid, and composed of sand and stone cemented 
together, and plaiatered over. The prisoners in- 
formed the English, that these were the foundations 
of buildings, set apart only fur those Indians who 
had engaged in some religious vow; and, indeed, 
monastic institutions are often to be met with in 
Pagan nations : but^ if these ruins were originally 
the basis of the common dwelling-houses of the 
natives, even in this case their numbers must have 
been considerable, suice, in many parts of the 
island, they are extremely thick planted, and are 
a sufficient proof of the multitude of its former in^ 
habitants. « 

It must not be omitted, that all the above ad-^ 
vantages, enjoyed by this island, were much en- 
hanced by the healthiness of its climate, by the 
breezes that almbst constantly prevailed, and the 
frequent showers with which it was sprinkled, 
which were usually of a very short, and almost 
momentary duration. The salubrity of the air had 
a surprising efTect in strengthening both the appe- 
tite and digestion. It was here very remarkable, 
that even those officers, who every where else had 
been very temperate eaters, and who, besides a 
slight breakfast, used to make only one moderate 
meal a day, seemed here transformed into gluttons; 
for instead of one reasonable meal upon fleshy they 
were now hardly satisfied with three, each of 
which was so prodig^us, that at another place it 
would have produced a fever, or a surfeit, and yet 
their digestion was so agreeable to the keenness of 
their appetites, that they wer.e neither disordered 
nor overloaded by this uncommon repletion. 

The principsd inconvenience attending thos^ 
who reside in the udand, arises from the great num- 
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ber of mo8cliettoes« and many other species of flies* 
together with a kind of tick, which though it prin- 
cipally fixes on the cattle, would frequently fall 
upon the limbs and bodies of the men, and, if not 
removed in time, would bury its head under the 
skin, and raise a painful inflammation. The Cen- 
turion's people also found there scorpions aiid cen- 
tipedes, which they supposed to be venomous, 
though they received no injury from them. 

However the most considerable exception to this 
place is the inconvenience of the road; which, in 
fome seasons of the year, aflbrds but little security 
to a ship at anchor. The only proper anchoring- 
place for a ship of burden, is at the south-west end 
of the island, where the Centurion anchored in 30 
and 22 fathom water, opposite to a sandy bay, 
about a mile and a half distant from the shore ; 
but the bottom of this shore being full of sharp- 
pointed coral rocks, it has a very unsafe anchorage 
from the middle of June to the middle of October, 
which is the season of the western monsoons ; and 
what adds to this danger is, the extraordinary 
rapidity of the tide-flood, which sets to the south- 
east, between this island and Aguigan. In the re- 
maining eight months of the year, there is such a 
constant season of settled weather, that, if the ca- 
bles are well armed, there is scarcely any danger 
of their being ever rubbed. But to return to the 
employment of the Centurion's people on shore. 

While they were landing the sick, four of the 
Indians on the island surrendered themselves to Hie 
commodore, so that he had eight now in his cus- 
tody. One of these four offered to show the most 
eonvenient place for killing cattle ; and two of the 
JBnglish were ordered to attend him on that service; 
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but on one of them trasting the Indian with hitf 
firelock and pistol, the Indian escaped with them 
into the woods, when his conntrymen, being ap* 
prehensWe c^ suffering for this instance of perfidy, 
desired to send one of their party into the country 
to bring back the arms, and to persuade the re- 
mainder of the detachment from Guam to submit. 
The commodore granted their request, and one of 
them was dispatched, who returned the next day 
with the pistol and firelock, which he pretended to 
have found in a path*way, and protested that ho 
had not been able to meet with any of his country- 
men : but this report appeared so improbable, that 
it occasioned a suspicion that some treachery was 
carrying on, upon which the commodore ordered 
all the Indians in his power to be sent aboard tha 
ship, and not allowed to return on shore. 

All the hands that could be spared from attend- 
ing the sick^ were now employed in arming the ca- 
bles with a good rounding to secure ^lem from ber 
ing rubbed by the coral rocks; which being com- 
pleted, many attempts were made to stop the Cen- 
turion's leak ; but after several efibrts they were 
obliged to desist, till they could have an opportu- 
nity of heaving down. 

On th^ ISth of September, those who were so 
well recovered as to be capable of doing duty, 
were sent on board the ship ; and th^n the commo* 
dore, who nras himsdif iU of the scurvy, and had 
caused a tent to be erected for him on shore, went 
thither, with a view of staying a few days to reco- 
ver his health; being convinced by experience, 
that no other method but the living on land, was to 
be trusted for the removal of that dreadful disease. 
The place where his tent was pitched was an ele*. 
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ing informtd of their sitiiatioa on shore^ \rould fend 
a force safficient to overpower them« and to remove 
them to that island ; and that on his having them 
in his power, he would make their want of commis* 
sions, all of which were on board the Centuricm, a 
pretence for treating them as pirates, and for put* 
ting them to an infamous death. 

Mr. Anson, however, soon formed a scheme for 
extricating himself and his men from their present 
anxious situation; and having consulted some of 
the most intelligent persons about him, and satisfied 
liimself that it was practicable, endeavoured to am- 
mate his people to put it speedily in execution. He 
told them, that he was not without hope that the 
Centurion would return in a few days, since there 
was no reason to apprehend her being lost, and that 
the worst that could be imagined was, her being 
driven too far to the leeward of the .island to return^ 
which would oblige her to bear away for Macao, 
on the coast of China ; that in this case he had con- 
sidered of a method of following her ; which was, 
to haul the Spanish bark on shore, to saw her 
asunder, and to lengthen her twelve feet, which 
would enlarge her to near forty ton burthen, and 
enable her to carry them all to China; that the 
carpenters whom he had consulted, had agreed 
that this was practicable ; and that nothing waa 
wanted to execute it but their united resolutions 
and industry : and then added, that, for his own 
part, he would share the fatigue and labour with 
them, and would expect no more from any man 
than he himself was ready to submit to. 

The people now began to flatter themselves 
that the Centurion would be able to regain the 
island ; and from this hope they did not as heartily 
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engage in the project as the commodore conld havt 
^shed ; but at last being satisfied that it was im^ 
possible the ship should return, they resolutely ap- 
plied themselves to the different tasks allotted them^ 
with as much eagerness and industry as the com- 
modore could desire; punctually assembling by 
day-break at the rendezvous, where they were set 
to their different employments, which they fol* 
lowed with unushal vigour till night. 

But before they entered upon this arduous task, 
an incident happened, that .gave Mr. Anson the 
deepest concern ; for a few days after the ship was 
driven ofl^ some men on shore cried out a sail; 
which spread a general joy, every body supposing 
that the ship was returning; but soon after a 
second sail being observed, destroyed their hopes, 
and made it difficult to guess what they were. Mr. 
Anson eagerly turned his glass towards them, and 
seeing they were two boats, it immediately occurred 
to him that the Centurion was sunk, and that these 
were the two boats coming back with the remains 
of her people ; an idea which so deeply afiected 
him, that he was obliged immediately to retire 
without speaking to his tent, in order to conceal 
his emotion; where he passed some bitter moments, 
tinder the firm belief that the ship was lost, and 
that all his views of still signalizing his expedition 
by some important exploit, were at an end. He 
was, however, soon relieved from these distressing 
thoughts, by discovering that the two boats were 
Indian proas ; when observing that they made to^ 
wards the shore, he ordered that every thing that 
could give them any suspicion should be removed ; ' 
and concealed his people in the adjacent thickets, 
ip secure the Indians upon their landing ; but the 
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proas, aftet coming within a qnaiier of a mile o^ 
ibA baaeh, stopped shwti and having remained 
motionleas two hoursi steered to the southward. 

About the same time another incident happened 
of a very extraordinary nature. The commodore, 
•Itended by some of his officers, endeavoured to 
make the tour of the island ; and being on a rising 
ground, observed a small thicket in the valley 
beneath, that had a progressive motion. They were 
lat first surprised^ but soon perceived it was only 
«ome hirge eoeoa bushes, dragged along by personii 
iOOBcealed beneath them. They immediately c<m- 
eluded, that these were some of the party they had 
£(mAd there at their arrival; and Hierefore Mr. 
A^soB, and those who were with him, hastened 
after thenpt, m hopes of discovering their retreat ; 
wbea the Indians, perceiving that they were diseo^ 
<rered, ran ^way with preeipitetion : but the com- 
ModiNre was so near them an not to lose sight of 
4lietn till they reached their eell; which he and 
bis ofiKcer s entering, fottod that there was a paa- 
aage through it, which led dQwn a precipice, at 
wbMsli they made their escape,* 

Th^ here found an old firelock or two, but np 
other anm* Hon^ver, there was a lai^ qnantity 
»f previpioDji, Md in particular salted pork, whic^ 
ivms enf^Uent; and, frcHtn what these gpntieroep 
few, they eoncl^ed, that tfaeup own extra^rdir 
«»i7 appeti^ wiaanot confined to the English; for 
jit being about noon, the Indiana, considering thdr 
nninher, had 1^ out a very plentiful repast, and 
bad tfcieir eoeoa-mits and bread-fnut veadj pre^ 
Smred for eaAi»g; and in such a manner as showed^ 
Aat a« gp9d meal was neither an uneomsEion nor a 
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tb no pttrpose After the path b j ilirhich the Indians 
had escaped, he and his officers sat down to the 
dinner so luckily provided for them. After which 
tkey returned back, somewhat displeased at milsing 
tile Indians, as they hoped, that if they could have 
had any conference With thera, they Aould bSLVt 
engaged them in their servi<%. 

The lengthening tlie bark was attended itnith 
^eat difficulty ; ^nde of the tools were to be made; 
iMd ijiany of the mtfteriah wefe wanting: whai 
the Whole should be cioinpleted, they were to rig» 
tietual, afid navigate her, for the sptfce of six of 
se^ett huhdred leagues, through unknown setfs^ 
iHkich hfld not been pctes^ by any oile of the conn 
IffeHy. However tiieir bOp^s were kept up by the 
intenrention of several extraoktltnaty and unex- 
fieftd accidents^. The carpente^Si both of the 
firleneester and Tifel, \irere on tdi^kef with theif 
cdvefiC^ of tools; the smith too H/U dti sYloW with 
hiS'fbrge; and several of hb tools ; but his bellows 
WAS on board the ship ; sb thftt he^ \^S incApabW 
#f working, and they cotild htfve no iM^s of pto^ 
<f6eding without his- iMsiStahce. They resolved, 
therdbre, first of all to make Mm a' pair of bellows, 
b*f Were for some thfi^puzded for Want of leather; 
but havhig plenty of hSdes; anfl fifnding a hogshead" 
0t lime, which belonged! to tVt Spaniards or In- 
dians, they tanned a fiyf of the hides tt^ith it; so 
that the leather answered the inteittionf, and they 
completed the befio^lrs, by making a gun-barrel 
^rve for a* pipe. 

While the smifli was preparing the iron-worV, 
others w^re emjAoyed in feffing trees, and sawing' 
them into planks; which being the most laborious 
task; the commodore, for the eneonl^emehtof tfce- 
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people^ worked at it himBelf. A new difficulty wu 
occasioned, by there being neither blocks nor cord- 
age for hauling the bark on shore ; but this was re- 
moved, by making rollers of the body of the cocoa- 
nut tree, which, from its smoothness and circular 
turn, was adapted to the purpose with very little 
labour. A dry dock was dug to receive the bark^ 
and a way found from thence into the sea ; a party 
was ordered constantly to kill and provide provi- 
sions for the rest: and good order being established, 
and all hands employed, the preparations advanced 
apace ; the men being perhaps the more tractable 
and industrious, from there being neither wine nw 
brandy on shore ; for the juice of the cocoa-nut, 
which, though pleasant, was not intoxicating, was 
their constant drink. 

As the work advanced apace, the officers began 
to consider of the rigging necessary to fit the bark 
for sea ; when it was found, that the tents on shore^ 
with the sails and rigging already belonging to the 
bark, and the spare cordage, which had been acci- 
dentally landed from the Centtirion, would answer 
this purpose. They proposed to pay her bottom 
with a mixture of tallow and lime ; but there was 
one inconvenience which could not be removed; 
which was, that, as she was not quite 40 tons bur- 
den, she would be incapable of containing half the 
crew below the deck, and would be so top-heavy, 
that, if all the crew were upon deck at the same 
time, she would be in danger of oversetting. The 
article of procuring a stock of provisions for the 
voyage, gave them great perplexity, as they had 
neither grain nor bread of any kind on shore, and 
the bread-f rait would not keep at sea; and, though 
they had live cattle, they had scarcely any salt 
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Hofwever, they preserved a small quantity of jerked 
beef, which they had found in the island at their 
landing; but this was greatly insufficient. How- 
eyer, it was at last resolved to carry as many cocoa- 
nuts as they could ; to prolong the jerked beef, by 
using it very sparingly, and to supply the want of 
bread by rice; to obtain which, they should land 
in the island of Rota, where the Spaniards had 
large plantations of that grain, and carry off a suf- 
ficient quantity by force : but this scheme making 
it necessary for them to examine the ammunition 
they had on shore, they had the mortification to 
find, that all the powder did not amount to one 
charge a*piece to each of the company. 

One of the most alarming circumstances was, 
the discouraging discovery, that there was neither 
compass nor quadrant on the island : but, at last, 
en rummaging the chest belonging to the Spanish 
bark, they discovered a small compass, which, 
though little better than such as were made for 
the amusement of school-boys, was to them an in^- 
valuable treasure ; and afterwards a quadrant was 
found on the sea-shore, which had been thrown 
overboard among other lumber belonging to the 
dead. This was eagerly seized, but, on examination, 
it unluckily wanted vanes, and was therefore en- 
tirely useless. However, a person sometime after 
pulling out the drawer of an old table, which had 
been driven on shore, found some vanes in it, which 
fitted the quadrant very well ; when it being ex- 
amined by the known latitude of the place, it was 
found to be sufficientiy exact. 

All things now being in great forwardness, and 
some of the principal obstacles removed, they were 
able to determine when the whole would be finisjied. 
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and had accordingly fixe* the 5th of I^ovemtier 
for the day of their patting to sea; but on tbe iltk 
of October, in the afternoon, one of the plcm:^- 
ter's men being upon a hill in the middle 9f tb« 
island, saw the Centuri<m at a distance, apd ni»r 
ning with the utmost speed towards th/e lapding:- 
place, saw in his way some of his comrades, t^ 
whom he called with great ecstasy, ♦ The ship! th^ 
ship!' which being heard by Mr.Gordon, a lieute- 
nant of marines, he ran to the place where the com- 
modore and his people were at work, and h^mg 
fresh and in breath, easily outstripped the Glouee^^ 
ter's man, and told the commodore, who, on hear- 
ing this joyful and unexpected newa, threw down 
his 4xe, with which he was then at work, Mffaile 
the others ran down to the sea-side, to feast them- 
selves with the sight, for which they had so eagieriy. 
longed. By five in the evening the Centurion wfta 
visible to them all, when a boat was sent off wUb 
eighteen men to reinforce her, with fresh m^atani 
fruits for the refreshment of the crew; and the next 
afternoon she happily cast anchor in the road» whei^ 
the commodore immediately went on board her« and 
was received with joyfiil acclamations. 

To proceed to what happened on board the 
Centurion while at sea. It has already been ^ 
served, that she was driven from the island in a very 
dark night, by a prodigious storm. The oonditioa 
of those on board was very dreadful ; they weve in 
a leaky ship, with three cables in their hawses, to 
one of which hung their only remaining anchor ; 
not a gun on board was lashed, nor a port barred i 
in, and they were able to set no sail except the 
mizen. They could muster no more strength to 
navigate the ship than 108. hands, which wen 
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il6t«e^ Hh^ fmrti^ part itf ber cmiplwwil^ iui4 
mMI of dme yien «itber bofjfBi or sach a^ were rtitt 
(ipeUfr frcm ti^ejir iming but ktely rec0i?ered of tho 
ffurYf. Bj t]ie vi(de)9ce of tiie ilona aadi ihe work^ 
MPS ^ ^^^ thiy, th^y iMd« a s^eat quantity of 
valuer thimigh tha ported ]iawse-h<dea and scup- 
pert, wiiicb» added to tbe leak, mndered their 
•pnaape a flnificie«t eiaplayne»t far all on board. 
Sat they bad otb^ dangers wbkb ^»peared stiU 
more immediate. They all imagiiied they were drn 
vi9g ^n the ialand of A^gan, which was about 
twa leaguep diaiavt; aod m they had no aail but 
tiie loiien^ that was infufEcient to clear them of 
this imnuMnt danger. They, therefore, left the 
pomps, to use thsir utmost eiforts to heave up the 
main and fere yards, in order to save themselves^ 
if possible, from being wrecked. But after three 
hours inelGbctual labour, the geus broke, and the 
men were obliged, from mexe debility, to desist, 
and quietly expect their fate, which appeared in- 
evitable ; fw they esteemed themselves driving just 
uppn the shore, and the darkness of the night made 
ihem expect to discover it no otherwise than by 
striking upon it; so that they were several home 
under the serious apprehension, that each succeed- 
ing moment would send them to the bottom ; nor 
did thcM continued terrors of instantly striking 
and sinking cease till day-lu:eak, when in a tran- 
aport of joy they perceived, that the dreadful Ldand 
was at a QonsideraUe distance^ and that they had 
been preserved by a strong northern current. 

The boisterous wind, which had forced them 
from Tinian, did not abate till three days after ; 
and while they continued out at sea, both the chqi-* 
liun and eogery other officer wen obliged to submit 
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to the same bodily labour as the common sailors. 
The heaving up of the sheet anchor, which they 
had hitherto dragged at their bows with two cables, 
cost them the severest application for twelve hours, 
before they brought it in sight, when it growing 
dark, their fatigue obliged them to desist till the 
next day, and then that arduous task was com- 
pleted. They afterwards conquered some of the 
other difficulties they laboured under ; and, being 
enabled to make use of their canvas, stood to the 
eastward, in hopes of regaining the island of Ti- 
nian, they being, according to their own reckon- 
ings, but 47 leagues distant from it. But, on 
the 1st of October, when they had run the dis- 
tance necessary for making the island, according 
to their own reckoning, and were in full expecta- 
tion of seeing it, they were unhappily disappointed, 
and convinced, that a current had driven them 
considerably to the westward. They were now in 
great perplexity from the apprehensions of want- 
ing water, but the next day had a sight of the 
island of Guam; and thence computed, that the 
current had driven them 40 leagues to the west- 
ward of their accounts. The sight of land let them 
know their situation ; and, therefore, plying to the 
eastward, they continued their course with exces- 
sive labour, and with a contrary wind, till the 11th 
of October, which was the 19th day from their de- 
parture, when arriving m the offing of Tinian, 
they were reinforced from the shore, and, to their 
inexpressible joy, on the evening of the same day 
came to an anchor in the road. 

The commodore, on his going on board the Cen- 
t^rion, after his return to Tinian, resolved to stay 
no longer at the island than was absolutely neces- 
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sary to complete hb stock of water ; and the long- 
boat being stayed, as has been already mentioned^ 
they were obliged to make use of rafts, which, as 
the tide ran extremely strong, occasioned frequent 
delay, and more than once the loss of the whole 
raft ; but this was not their only misfortune, for, on 
the third day after the Centurion's return, a sudden 
gust of wind brought home her anchor, and drove 
her a second time to sea. However, the commo- 
dore and the principal officers were now on board ; 
but there were near seventy of the men on shore, 
who had been employed in filling water and pro- 
curing provisions* They had the two cutters with 
them, but they being too many for the cutters to 
bring off at once, the commodore sent the 18-oared 
barge to their assistance. The two cutters soon re* 
turned filled with men, but forty of the company 
remained behind, who were employed in killing 
cattle in the woods, and in bringing them to the 
landing-place. Yet as the ship soon drove to a con- 
siderable distance, it was not in their power to join 
her, though the 18-oared barge was left to convey 
them on board. The weather, however, being fa- 
vourable, the Centurion within about five days re^ 
turned again to an anchor at Tinian. 

On the Centurion's arrival it appeared, that the 
Spanish bark had undergone a new change, for the 
people on shore despairing of her return, had re- 
solved to restore the bark to her first state, and had 
made such progress, that they would soon have 
completed her. 

The people at their second return to the island 
laboured with indefatigable industry in getting in 
their water; and having by the ^h of October 
completed it to 50 ton, which was thought sufil- 
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cieiit fb» their paddngis ta Maciov tlte c<niii&odUM 
0ent the h^xt day one of aaeh iftiestf dn^hove, to g^ 
ther ad large a qaantity of orahgeA, lemona, cocoa-^ 
nuts^ and other frait» as they pleased^ for the use of 
themselves and their mes^itoates at sea ; atid they 
i^tuffldng in the evening, dre *waa set to the batS 
and proa, the Centurion hoisted in her beats; got 
nnder sail, and steered towards the south end of thrt 
island Formosa. 

It cannot here be improper to interrupt the nar- 
ration witii a description of that r^ge of islandr, 
generally called the Ladrones or Maiiao' islands; 
which vrere discovered by Magellan in the yeaif 
1531 ; and, from the account given of the two firsi 
he fell in with, it seems as if they were thoee of 
Saypan and Tinian ; for they are represented aa be^- 
ing extremely beautiful, and as lying between IS 
and 16 degrees of north ktitude.^ Froni the pleas^ 
ing appearance of Tinian, the Spaniards have^ 
given it the name of Biienavista; and Saypan^ 
which is in the latitude of 19^ 2S' mniH, affords ail 
agreeable prospect when seen at sea. 

These islands are generally reckoned 18 in num-*' 
ber ; but if the small islets and rock^ are counted^ 
they will in all amount to above 90. Ft>rmer}y 
most of them were inhabited ; but of the three 
principal islands, Guam, Rota; and Tinian, whiclf 
70 years ago are said to hare been extremrely po- 
pulous, Tinian has been entirely depopulated, and 
not above two ot three hundred Indians left at Rota, 
to cultivate rice for the island of Guam; so that at' 
ptesent the last-mentioned island is^ the only one 
that can properly be said to be inhabited by the^ 
dpaniards7 for there they keep a governor and a* 
garrison, and' there the Manilla ship genecaSty' 
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toacb^fl for refreshment m her fosmge from Acsr- 
paico to the Philippines. That island is eompoted 
to be about dO leagues in circumference, and coBr 
tains near 4000 inhabitants, 1000 of whom are sup- 
posed to live in the city of San Ignatio de Agana, 
which is the governor's usual residence. The houses 
are built with stone and timber, and covered with 
tiles, which is a very unusual method of building 
in these warm climates. The island has also 13 or 
14 villages. As Gruam is esteemed a plaee of conse- 
quence, on aceount of its having a£R>nded protect 
tion to the Manilla ship, there me two castles oa 
the sea-shore, which mount only five guns each, 
and a battery of five pieces of cannon on an emi*- 
nence near the sea. The Spaniards have here threa 
companies of foot, of between 40 and 50 moi each: 
this is the principal strength on which the governor 
depends, for he is generally upon ill terms with the 
inhabitants, who are debarred the use of lances 
and fire-arms^ 

Though the rest of these islaids are uninhabited, 
they aflbrd plenty of all kinds of refreshment, but 
there is not a good harbour or road among them 
all ; and though the Manilla ship is to stay only 
24 hours at Guam, it is not uncommon for her to 
be forced out to sea, and to leave her boat be- 
hind her. 

The Indians of these islands are strong, well* 
limbed, and bold people ; and, from some of their 
practices, seem to be no way defective in under- 
standing; for their flying proas, which for ages 
past have been the only vessels they have em- 
ployed, are a very singular and extraordinary in-^ 
vehtion, and are said to be capable of running yntk 
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a brisk trade-wind, neat 30 nules an houi-, The 
l^ead and item of the proa are exactly alike, ba| 
her two sidet are very different. That intended t« 
be always the lee-side being flat, whilst the wind- 
watd-side is built rounding in the manner of other 
vessels; but as her small breadth, and the strugh^ 
run of her leeward-side, wpnld in&lUbly m^ke her 
pvertet, a frame is laid out for her to windward, to 
th* end of which is fastened a hollow log, formed 
like a small boat, which is always in the water, to 
prevent he^ otersetting to Windward. In short, the 
body of the proa is formed of twp pieces joined 
endways, and sowed together With bark ; for no iron 
is used in her construction. She is about two inches 
thick at the bottom, which at the gunwale is re- 
duced to less than one, The proa generally carriea 
rtx or seveu Indians, two of whom are placed in the 
head and stem, who steer t|ie vessel alternately 
with a paddle, acc^ng to the tack she goes oa, 
he in the stem being the steersman. The other In- 
dians are emplpyed either ip baling out the water. 
Which die acddentally sMps, t>r in setting and trim- 
ttting the sail. These vessds sail most excellency 
on a wind, and vnih ^ther tnd forempst, run from 
one end of Ae i^and tp the other, and back again, 
pnly by shifting the nil, without ever putting 
about ; and by tl^eir sjinall breadth and the flatnesc 
f>f ^eir lee-side, are capable of lying much nearef 
to the wind than itny other veMe) hitherto kno^, 
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CHAP. XIL 

The C^ntarlon^s nin ftom Tiniftn to Macao, l^he comnuf* 
dor«*t pro(5eedtiigs at that port. Aa?iitg refitted, he sailn to 
cape Espirita Santo, takes the Manilla galleon, and returns 
back. His transactions in the rirer of Canton, and in thci 
city of that name, where the English extinguish a dreadfol 
fire. A short character of the Chinese. The Centnrioli retamt 
to England. 

THE Centurion departed from Tinian On thtf 
twenty-firat of October, in the evening, when the 
eastern monsoon being settled, she gelieraUy ran 
from forty-three to fifty leagues a day. On iha 
3d of November, they saw an islet or rock, and 
about an hour after, the island called Botel To* 
bago Xima. Having doaUed the southern extre-- 
mity of Formosa, which is in the latitude of %V 60' 
north, they passed by the rock V ele Rete ; but at 
this instant the people in the Centurion were alarmed 
by an outcry of fire in the forecastle, upon which 
the whole crew immediately flocked together in the 
utmost confusion, so that for some time the officers 
found it difficult to appease the uproar. The people 
being at length reduced to order, it was perqeived, 
that the fire proceeded from the bricks in the fur^ 
nace being over-heated, which had occasioned their 
communicating the fire to the adjacent wood- work ; 
but by pulling down the brick-work it was easily 
extinguished. In the evening they were surprised 
with the sight of what they at first took to be 
breakers, but on a strict examination they were 
found to be only a great number of fires on the 
island of Formosa, which they imagined were in • 
tended by the inhabitants as signals to invite them 
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td foach there; but they were too impatient to 
teach the port of Macao, to consent to this delay. 
At about midnight they got sight of the main land 
of China^ at four leagues distance, upon which they 
brought the ship to, proposing to wait for the morn- 
ing ; but before sunrise they were surprised to find 
themselves in the miidst of an incredible number of 
|[shing-f>oats, which seemed to cover the surface of 
the sea as far as the eye could reach, mo«t of them 
were manned with five hands, and none with less 
than three ; and as they ran to the westward, they 
found them as numerous on every part of the coast. 
The commodore was at first in hopes of proGBring" 
a pilot from them, to condud; the ship to Macao; 
but the people on board eould not make tbem un- 
derstand their meanings What appear^ most sur- 
prising was, the inattention and want of curiosity 
observed in this herd oi fishermen, who had doubt- 
less never seen any ship like the Centurion, and 
perhaps there was not one in all that fishery who 
had ever beheld any European vessel : but thimgh 
many of the boats came close to the ship, they did 
not in the least deviate from their course to regard it. 
On the 5th of November, at midnight, they first 
xuade the coast of China^ and about two the next 
day, while they were steering to the westward 
within two leagues of the coast, and still sur- 
rounded by fishing vessels in as great numbers as 
at first, they perceived that a boat a-head of them 
waved a red flag, and blew a horn, which was 
considered by the people of the Centurion as a 
signal made to them, either to warn them of some 
shoal, or to inform them that they woul4 supply 
them with a pilot. Mr. Anson therefore imme- 
diately sent out the cutter to the boat, to know 
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iheir intentions; when it wad fonnd that this boat 
was the commodore of the whole fishery, and that 
the signal was to order them all to leave off fishingx 
and to return in shore, which they instantly obeyed. 

Being thus disappmnted, they kept on their 
coarse, and the next day were a-breast of a chain 
of islands, that stretch from east to west, called tha 
islands of Lema : they are rocky and barren, and 
are fifteen or sixteen in number, besides many 
more between them and the main land of China. 
Being still surrounded by fishing-boats, the com- 
modore once more sent the cutter on board some of 
them, to endeavour to procure a pilot, but without 
effect. However, one of the Chinese directed 
them by signs to sail round the westernmost of the 
islands or rocks of Lema, and then to hale up, which 
direction they followed, and in the evening they 
'Game to an anchor. 

The next morning a Chinese pilot came on board 
the Centurion, and ofiered, in broken Portuguese, 
to carry the ship to Macao for thirty dollars. These 
were immediately paid him, and then they weighed 
and made sail; but soon after several other pilots 
came on board, who endeavoured to recommend 
themselves, by producing certificates from many 
European ships they had piloted in; but they still 
continued under the management of the Chinese 
whom they at first engaged. They now passed by 
a number of other islands; but the tides fre- 
quently setting strongly against them, they were 
often obliged to come toan anchor, and on the 12th 
of November anchored in Macao road, and once 
more arrived at an amicable port, where they ex- 
pected the satisfaction, of receiving letters from 
their relations and friends, and where their coun- 
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trjnBien, who were lately arrived from England^ 
would be able to answer tbe aumerouB ifiquiriei 
tbey were prepared to make. 
• The eity of Macao is sitnated in an island at the 
entrance of the river oi Canton, and was formerly 
rich, populous, and able to defend itself agamst the 
powet of the adjacent Chinese governor ; but is at 
present so reduced, that the governor, who is ncH 
minated by the king <^ Portugal, subsists merely 
by the courtesy of the Chinese, who can starve the 
place, and dispossess the Portuguese whenever they 
please, which obliges the governor carefully to 
avoid giving them ofience. ^The river of Canton, 
at the mouth of which this city lies, is the only 
Chinese port to which European ships resort, and 
is a for more commodious harbour than Macao. 
But the commodore's apprehensions, that if he 
should insist on being treated upon a difierent 
footing than the merchantmen, he would embroil 
the East-India company with the regency of 
Canton, made him choose rather to go to Macao^ 
than to enter the port of Canton. 

Mr. Anson no sooner came to an anchor in Ma- 
cao road, than he dispatched an officer with his com- 
pliments to the Portuguese governor, to desire his 
excellency's advice in what manner it would be 
proper for Mm to act, to avoid giving ofience to the 
Chinese, which was a matter worthy of attrition, 
as there were then four of our East-India ships in 
their power at Canton : particularly with respect to 
the duty usually paid by riiips in that river, ac- 
cording to their tonnage; for as men of war are 
exempted in every foreign harbour from paying all 
manner of port charges, Mr. Anson thought it 
would derogate from the honour of his country to 
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wbmit to ikit duty. In the eveiUi^ the boat re- 
lumed With two ^^cers, sent by the governor^ whe 
poid Mr. Anson, it was th^ governor's opinion, that 
if the Centurion ei^red the riyer of Canton, the 
(Inty wonld certainjiy be expected ; and, therefore^ 
if he approved of it, he would send him a pilot, 
who should eondnct her into another safe harbour 
ptk the Typa, where the ship might be careened, 
and where the aboTe-mentioned duty wonld pro^ 
bably never be demanded* To this proposal tha 
iConunodore agreed, and the next momii^ steered 
under the direction of the Portuguese pilot, and 
^fter some difficulties, on account of the shallow* 
Qess oi the water, entered the harbour, which is 
formed by a number of idands, and is about six 
miles distant from Macao. He here sahited the 
casde 6i Macap with eleven guns, which were re^ 
turned bj an equal number. 

As Mr. Anson wanted both a supply of provi*^ 
lions, and of naval stores for refittii^ the ship, hn 
the next day paid a visits in person, to the gover- 
nor, and at his landing was saluted by eleven guns, 
which were returned by the Cei^uricm. But though 
the governor seemed inclined to do. him all the 
service in his power, and told him that he would do 
this privately, yet he frankly owned that he could 
not furnish him with what he demanded, without 
|UA order from the viceroy of Canton; since all the 
provisions and otiier neeess^es he received fpr 
^imself and his garrison, were by permission of the 
iChinese government, who took care to victual him 
only from day \o day, and were always able to 
oblige him to 8Ubmt| to their terms, by laying an 
embargo on his provisions. 

yppi| this d«clinti<m Mx^Jkatan rewlTed to ipn 
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to Gmton to seek redrew from the vicerof ^ and for 
that purpose hired a Chinese boat for himself and 
his attendants ; bat just when he was ready to em- 
bark, the hoppo, or Chinese cwtom-honse officer 
of MacaOj refiised to ^rant a permit, and ordered 
the watermen not to proceed at their peril ; and 
though the governor of Macao joined Us interest 
to persuade him, the hoppo continued inflexible. 
The next day Mr. Anson UAd him, that if the per- 
mit was any longer refused, he would man and 
arm the Centurion's boats ; and asked the hoppo, 
who he imagined would dare to oppose their pas* 
sage ? Upon this threat the permit was granted, 
and Mr. Anson arriTing at Canton, consulted the 
supercargoes and officers of the English sliips, how 
to procure an order from the viceroy for the neces- 
saries he wanted ; upon which they referred him to 
some Chinese merchants, who having cajoled him 
from day to day, by promising to lay the state of 
his affiiirs before the viceroy, and obtaining for him 
whatever he desired, after reiterated excuses, and 
a month's delay, threw off the mask ; and, being 
closely pressed, declared, that they neither had or 
could make apfdication to the viceroy, as he waa 
too great a man for them to approach upon any 
oecasicm. The commodore now perceived* when 
too late, that he had been wrong in consulting sp 
much the interest of the East-India company, and 
therefore after his return to the Centurion, wrote a 
letter to the viceroy, to inform him, that he was 
commander-in- chief of a squadron of British ships 
of war, which had been cruising for two years 
past against the Spaniards, who were at enmity 
with the king his master ; and that he was obliged 
t» enter the port of Macao, to stop a con|ttder»bl9 
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le&k in his ship, and to supply himself with prO'* 
Tisionsand necessaries in order to pursue his voyage* 
This letter being translated into the Chinese Ian- 
gusLge, the commodore delivered it himself to thd 
hoppo, or chief o£Bcer of the customs at Macao, 
and desired him to forward it to the viceroy of Can-^ 
ton, with as much expedition as he could; but 
that officer seeming unwilling to take charge of 
it, the commodore took it again, and told him, that 
he would immediately send it to Canton in his own 
boat, and would give his officer positive orders not 
to return without an answer from the viceroy. The 
hoppo now perceiving that the commodore was in 
earnest, and fearing to be called to an account for 
his refusal, begged to be entrusted with it, and 
promised to procure an answer as soon as possible. 
Two days after, in the morning, a mandarin of the 
first rank, who was governor of the city of Janson, 
together with two mandarins of. an inferior class, 
and a considerable retinue of officers and servants, 
came in eighteen half gallies, decorated with a 
great number of streamers, and attended with a 
band of music. The Centurion's boat was imme- 
diately dispatched to bring the principal mandarin 
on board ; and 102 of the most likely people of the^ 
crew were uniformly dressed in the regimentals of 
the marines, and drawn up under arms on the main 
deck against his arrival. On his entering the ship 
he was saluted by the drums and trumpets, and 
passing by the new-formed guard, was met by the 
commodore on the quarter-deck, who conducted 
him to the great cabin. The mandarin there ex- 
plained his commission, and told the comi^odore, 
that he had brought with him two Chinese car- 
penters, to examine the state of the ship ; and the 
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necessary inspection bein^ rdaAe, they A6darid, 
that it \^as impossible for the Centurion to |m»ceed 
to sea without beii^ refitted. Updn which the 
Hfiandarin expressed himself satisfied wi& the ac- 
count given in the commodore's letter. This man*' 
darin appeared to be a person of considerable 
parts, and endowed with more frankness and ho- 
nesty than is generally to be found among the 
Chinese. He was also very curious and inquisitive, 
viewed every part of the ship with extraordinary 
attention, and appeared greatly surprised at the 
largeness of the lower-deck guns, and at the weight 
and size of the shot. The commodore observing hia 
astonishment, seized this opportunity to ccmvince 
the Chinese of the prudence of granting all hit 
demands in the moit ample and speedy manner* 
He therefore complained of the proceedings of the 
officers of the custom-house of Macao, who had 
prevented his being supplied with ftresh provisions ; 
and then idling the mandarins, that as they had 
informed themselves of his wants, and were eye- 
witnesses of his force, they must be satisfied, tiiat 
his desire of having the government's permission 
to purchase what provisions he wanted, was not 
because he had no power to supply himself, since, 
he presumed, they were convinced, that the Cen- 
turion alone was capable of destroying the whole 
navigation of the port of Canton, or any other port 
in China. That this, it was true, was not the man- 
ner of proceeding between nations in friendship 
with each other; but it was sdso true, that it was 
not customary for any nation to iu£fer the s&ips of 
their friends to starve and sink in the^ poribs, tvhen 
those friends only desired liberty to lay out their 
moaey. That they must confess, he Bud his people 
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bad hitherto behaved with great modesty and re- 
serve, bat as his distresses were every day increa- 
sing, famine wouid at last prove too strong for any 
restraint, and necessity in aU countries was acknow'- 
Isedged to be superior to every other law. That 
therefore, if by the delay of supplying him provi- 
^ons, his men e^ould, from the impulses of hunger^ 
be obliged to turn cannibals, and to prey upon their 
9wn species, it was easy to be foreseen, that, inde* 
pendent of their friendship to their comrades, the; 
would in point of luxury prefer the well- fed Chi^ 
nese to their own ^ma^ated shipmates. The first 
niandarin acquiesced in the justness of this reason-^ 
ii)g, and promised, on his arrival at Canton, to call 
a council of mandarins ; and said, that he did no^ 
4oabt, but on tl^e representation he should make ol^ 
what he bad seen, they would all be of the same 
opinion as himself, and that every thing he had 
demanded would be speedily granted. That with 
regard to the complaint of the custom-house o^ 
Ma^ao, he would rectify it immediately by his owq 
authority ; and th^n desiring a list to be given of 
the provisions necessary for the ship for one day^ 
wrote a permit under it, ai^d delivered it to one of 
hit attendant^, with, orders to see that quantity senf 
on board every njioming early; and this otiex wa^ 
punctually coniplied with. 

This affair being regulated, the commodore iui- 
vited hii^ and the two other mandarins to dinner, 
bot they were much embarrassed with their knives 
and forks^ After some fruitless attempts to make 
use of them, in which they appeared exiremely 
awkward, one of their attendants cut their meat in 
small pieces; however, notwithstanding the diffi- 
culty they found in complyii^ with the ip^uropea:^ 
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manner of eatin^^ they seemed to be no novices at 
drinking. The commodore excused himself, under 
pretence of illness ; but there being another gen* 
tleman present of a florid complexion, the chief 
mandarin clapped him on the shoulder, and tol<l 
liim, by the interpreter, that he was sure he could 
not plead sickness, and therefore insisted on hia 
bearing him company ; that gentleman perceiving, 
after they had dispatched four or five bottles of 
Frontiniac, that the mandarin viras stilly unruflBled, 
ordered a bottle of citron-water to be brought^ 
which the Chinese seemed much to relish, and thia 
being near finished, they arose from table, appa- 
rently cool and undisordered ; and Mr. Anson hav- 
ing, according to custom, made the mandarin a pre- 
sent, they all departed in the same vessels in which 
they came. 

Mr. Anson waited with great impatience for tha 
resolution of the council, and the proper licences to 
enable him to refit the ship ; but notwithstanding^ 
the favourable disposition of the mandarin-governor, 
aeveral days elapsed before they had any intelligence 
from him, and Mr. Anson was privately informed, 
that there were great debates in council upon hit 
afiair. However, on the 6th of January, the man* 
^arin, who veas the cooimodore's advocate, sent the 
yiceroy of Canton's warrant for refitting the Ccut 
tnrion, and for supplying her people with all they 
wanted ; and having now thci necessary licences, a 
number of Chinese carpenters ^nd smiths went on 
board the next day, to treat about the wprk they 
were to perform. At first they asked the value of 
if 1000 sterling for repairing the ship, masts an^ 
boats, which the commodore blinking nnreasohable, 
•trove to persuade them to work by the day ; but 
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tibis they would not hearken to. It was at last 
agreed, that the carpenters should receive about 
4^600 for their work, and that tKe smiths should bo 
paid for their iron work by weight, at the rate of 
near i£3 per hundred for the small work, and jfS 
6b. for the large. ^ 

The commodore now exerted himself, in order 
to get this important work completed, and dis* 
patched his first lieutenant to Canton to hire two 
junks, one of which was intended to heave down 
by, and the other to serve as a magazine for the 
ammunition : at the same time the ground was le^ 
▼elled on one of the neiidbbourinfi: islands, a larsre 
tent pitched for lodging the lumber and provisions^ 
and near a hundred Chinese caulkers were sent to 
work on the deck and sides of the ship ; but though 
they worked very well, they were far from being 
expeditious. On the 3d of March, however, the 
paying and sheathing the bottom was completed, 
to their great joy ; since not only the fatigue of 
careening had been considerable, but the crew had 
been apprehensive of being attacked by the Spa- 
niards, while the ship was incapable of defence. 
Their fears, indeed, were not groundless, for they 
were afterwards informed by a Portuguese vessel, 
that the Spaniards at Manilla had learned, that the 
Centurion was in the Typa, and intended to careen 
there ; on which the governor had summoned his 
council, and made a proposal to bum her while 
careening, which, if properly conducted, might have 
been accomplished. It was also reported, that the 
scheme was approved, and that the captain of a 
vessel had actually undertaken it for 40,000 dollars, 
which he was not to receive unless he succeeded; 
but the governor pretending that there was no tre^T 
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rare in tiie royal cliMi; iocfbted liiat the toovjdf 
tboald be advanced by the nu^chants, and tbey 
vefusing^ to comply vith.the deaoand^ the affiur vaa 
dropped^ 

TheCeainnoii waa no sooner rig&ted^ than the 
erew took on board her ammunition^ and set about 
tepairing*. the fore-maat. Oa the 10th. o£ March, 
while they 'weise thua employed, they were alarmed 
by a Chinese fisherman, who pretended that he had 
beea on board a huage Spanish ship off the Grand 
lAdrone, and that there were two more in company; 
and added, that he had brong^i one of thdr officers 
to Macao, and that boatis went off early in the 
sioming from Macaa to them. The better to gain 
eredit to this atory, he desired no money if his in-- 
formation should not prove correctp It was pre^ 
sently believed that these vessels were come with 
the design of burning tike Centurion; on which the 
commodore immediately prepared his cannon and 
smaU arms for her defence, and his pinnace and 
entter being then in the offing* he let them know 
the information he had received, and ordered them 
to keep a strict look-out; but no Spanish ships ever 
appeared, and the commodore was soon convinced 
that the whole story was a fiction. 

In the beginning of April the ship was new rigged^ 
her provisions and water were stowed on board, and 
she fitted for sea, before which time the Chinese had 
been very uneasy at her stay, At length two man* 
darin boats came from Macao, to press tbe commor 
dore to leave their port; and this having been often 
nrged before, though there had been no reason to 
suspect Mr. Anson of delay, on receiving this last 
message, he desired them to give him no fartbtr 
tMuble, for be would go when be thought properi 



fbOtrSTD THf! WORLa 391 

tnA not 0ocmer. Upon this they prolnbited all pro^ 
TiBionB beui^ carried on board, and took rach care 
to enforce thia order, that nothing conld be pur- 
chased at any price whatsoeTer. The Centurion, 
however, weighed -from the Typa on the 6th of 
April, and having got into Macao road, completed 
her watering as she passed along; every thing be* 
ing finished by the 19th, she weighed and stood 
to sek. 

It ought be observed, that soon after their first 
arrival at Macao, captain Saunders being charged 
with dispatches from the commodore, took his pas- 
sage to England on board a Swedish ship, and that 
several other officers had obtained the commodore's 
leave to return home, and had embarked aboard 
iome of the East-India company^s^ dups. 

The commodore before his departure, had en^ 
tered ^ men, most of whom were Lascars or In- 
4ian sailors, and the rest Dutch. While he was at 
Macaa he gave out that he was bound to Batavia, 
and thence to England ; and though the westerly 
monsoon was set in, and rendered that passs^ in a 
manner impracticable, yet he expressed such confi- 
dence in the strength of his ship and the ricill of 
his men, that he raised a belief, not only among 
his own crew, but among the people of Macao, that 
he intended to try that unusual experiment. But 
his real design was to return to the Pacific Ocean, 
and to cruise off Cape Espiritu Santo, on thfe 
island of Samal, for the Manilla ships; for he sup- 
posed that there would that year be two, on ac- 
count of his having prevented one of them from 
putting to sea the preceding year. Therefore be- 
ing clear of the coast, he summoned up all his peo- 
ple on the quarterdeck, and informed them of his 



t9i COMMODORC! ANSON^S VOTAGfi 

resolution ; told them that he would choose a sta- 
tion where he could not fail of meeting with the 
two Manilla ships, and notwithstanding their be- 
ing stout vessels and full manned, yet if his own 
people behavied with their usual spirit, he was sure 
that he should prove too hard for them both, and 
that one of them at least would not fail of becom- 
ing his prize. The men received the commodore's 
speech with great joy, and expressed their appro- 
bation with three cheers, and declared their reso- 
lution to succeed or perish whenever the opporta- 
nily ofiered. Their hopes, which on their depar- 
ture from the coast of Mexico had entirely sub- 
sided, were again revived, and they were all firmly 
persuaded that they should take the galleons, and 
return home enriched with the spoils of the enemy. - 

On the first of May they saw part of the island 
of Formosa, and on the fourth discovered the Ba- 
shee islands, which have hitherto been laid down 
25 leagues too far to the westward ; for by their 
observations they found the middle of these islands 
to be in 2h V north latitude. 

On the 20th of May, at noon, they first disco- 
vered Cape Espiritu Santo, which appeared of a 
moderate height, with several round hummocks 
upon it. But as they knew that there were senti- 
nels placed upon this cape to make signals to the 
Acapulco ship, when she first falls in with the land, 
the commodore, when at eleven leagues distance, 
tacked, and ordered the top-gallant sails to be ta- 
ken in, to prevent being discovered, resolving to 
cruise for the galleons, between the latitude of 
21"* 50' and 13^ 5' south; the cape itself, accord- 
ing to their observations, lying in 12^ 40' north la- 
titude. As there was now but small employmefit 
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Jfor.the crew, tbey were ordered by the commodore 
to be exercised almost every day, in working th^ 
great guns, and in the nse of their small arms; 
which had more or less been his practice, at ^very 
convenient opportunity, during the whole voyagCi 
They were, indeed, taught no more of the manual 
exercise, than the shortest way of loading with car^ 
bridges, but were constantly trained to fire at a 
mark, which was generally hung at the yard-arm; 
and as some little reward was given to the most eX^ 
pert, the whole crew were become extremely skil* 
iul; for besides an uncommon readiness in loading, 
they were all of them good marksmen. 

The Centurion having arrived off Cape Espiritu 
JBanto, and the galleons being expected, the com^ 
modore made all the necessary preparations for 
receiving them, and was at the same time solici* 
tons to keep at such a distance from the cape as not 
to be discovered. But it has since appeared, that 
in spite of all his care, he was seen from the land ; 
and advice of this was sent to Manilla, where it was 
at first disbelieved; but, upon repeated intelli- 
gence of his being again seen, the merchants were 
alarmed ; and applicaticm being made to the go- 
vernor, he undertook to fit out a force, consisting 
of two ships of 38 guns, one of 20, and two sloops / 
<»f 10 guns each, to attack the Centurion in her sta** 
tion, the merchants being to supply the necessary 
anms. Some of these vessels actually weighed ; but 
the principal ship not being ready, and the mon* 
■oon against them, the governor and the merchants 
^sagreed, which oecttion^ the enterprize to be 
laid aside. 

The impatience of the commodore's people daily 
increased, in proportion as the month of June ad* 
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vauded : but at length the last of June, new 
arrived^ when thd certainty of seeing these yessek 
dwindled down to a mere possibility ; but the next 
day they were relieved from their uncertainty, for, 
at sun-rise, they discovered a sail from the mast- 
head. A. general joy instantly spread through the 
whole ship, for they did not at all doubt but thb 
was one di the galleons, and they expected soon to 
descry the other. The commodore inunediately 
stood towards her ; and, at half an hour after se- 
iren, she was visible from the Centurion's deck; at 
which time the galleon fired a gun, and took in her 
top-gallant sails, which was supposed to be a signal 
to her consort io hasten up ; therefore, to amuse 
her, the Centurion fired a gun to the leeward. 
During all this time the galleon did not change he^ 
course, but^ to the ccmmodore's surprise, bore down 
upon him ; for he could hardly believe, what after- 
wards appeared to be the case, that she knew hia 
ship to be the Centurion, and resolved to fi^t him. 
About noon the galleon haled up her foresail, and 
brought to on her top-sails, hoisting Spanish 
colours, and having the standard of Spain flying 
at the top-gallant-mast-head. Meanwhile Mr. 
Anson picked out about thirty of his best marks- 
men, whom he distributed into his tops ; and, as 
he had not hands enough left to quarter a sufficient 
number in the customary manner to each gun, he 
on his lower- tier fixed only two men to each gun, 
who were to be solely employed fat loading it, while 
the rest of his people were divided into diflferent 
gangs of ten or twelve men each, who were to bt 
continually moving about the decks, to run out and 
fire such guns as were loaded ; by which manage- 
ment he was enabled to make use of all his guns. 
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and, instead of whole broad-sides, with iaterrals 
between them, to keep up a eoQstant fire without 
intermissioD ; from which he hoped to procure 
great advantages : for it is usual witjii the Spar 
niards, when they see a broad-side preparing, to fall 
down upon the decks, and to contimie in tha$ 
posture until it is given; after which they rise 
again, and thinking the danger to be for some 
time over, fire with great briskness till another 
broad-side is ready ; and therefore firing gun by 
gun rendered this impossible. The Centurion now 
approached the gaUeon apace, but several squalls 
of wind and rain oA^ objured her from their 
sight. However, when it cleared up, they per* 
ceived her resolutely lying to. About one o'clock 
the Centurioi) being within guursbpt of the enemy^ 
hoisted her broad-pendant uid colours; and the 
eommodoriB perceiving that the 3pan}ar^s had till 
then neglected clearing their diip, {md were 
throwing their cattle aqd lumber overboard, he 
gave orders to fire upon them with their chase- 
guns, to disturb them in thjcir work, and prevent 
their completing it, though he bad before given 
general directioiis QOt tp engage before tbey were 
within pistol-shot. The galleon inst^^ly returned 
the fire with two of her stem-cl^ace; and the Cen- 
turion getting her sprit-^sail-yard fore and af);, that 
if necessary, she ^ght be ready for boarding, the 
Spaniards in a bravado also rigged their sprit-sail 
fore and aft,. The Centurion soon after eame 
abreast of the enemy, within pistol-shot, when 
the engagement be^m in earnest; and, for the. 
first half-hour, Mr. Anson over-reached the gal- 
leon and lay on her bow, where, from the wide- . 
ness of his ports, h? could traverse aln^ost 9U bia 
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gons upon fhe enemy^ while the galleon couT<i 
bring only a part of her's to bear. At the beginning 
of the action, the mats with which the galeon had 
ftuflfed thdr netting took fire, and bumnig vio- 
lently, blazed up near half as high as the mizen- 
top. This accident, which was supposed to be 
caused by the Centurion's wads, filled the enemy 
with the utmoM terror, and also alarmed the com- 
modore, who was in pain, from the apprebensipii 
of the galleon's being burned, and ffom the posstbi- 
Ifty of his sufiering by her driving on board him. 
The Spaniards, however, at last freed themsetyes 
from the fire, by cutting away the netting, and 
tumbling t}ie whole heap whicl| was in flames intc^ 
the sea. Meanwhile the Centurion kept her first 
advantageous position, firing her guns with great 
briskness and regularity, while the galleon's decks 
lay open to her topmen, who, having at the first 
volley driven the Spaniards from their tops, made 
prpdigious hayock with their small arms, killing 
or wounding every officer, )>ut one, that appeared 
on the quarter-deck, and )n particular wounding 
the general of the galleon himself: but, when the 
Centurion had contihped in this advantageous situa- 
tion about half an hour, she lost the superiority she 
had gained by it, aiid was close alodg-side the gal- 
leon, virho cpntinued firing briskly for near ^n hour 
longer: yet, in thi^ posture, the conimodore's 
grape-shot efiectually swept their deck% qnd ijbe 
number of their slain an4 wounded be^^ame so con- 
siderable, tha| they began to fall into great disr 
prder ; and the ships were so near, that some of the 
Spanish officers were seen running about with 
viuch assiduity to prevent tiie men from deserting 
their quarters. But their endeavours ifvere ^ai^ j 
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Ibr after they had, as a laefc^ffiHrt, fired five or fix 
gone, untk more jadgmeftt than vgual, they tab- 
mitted; and as the galleon's ccdoors were^ in tho 
hegianiag of tiie action, abigedoff tbeensign-stafl^ 
ate struck the standsfd at her saain-top-gaUant* 
mast-head. 

This TalnaUe prize, whieb amounted to near m 
miUioa and a half of deUars, vas called the Nostra 
SigniNRa de Capadonga, and was commanded bj 
Don Jeroiiimo de Mentero, a Portaguese, who was 
an officer distingaidied by his skill and conrage. 
The galleon was considerably larger than the Cen- 
turion, and had fi?e hundred and fifty men, and 
36 guns mounted for action, besides SS pedreroea 
in her gunwale, quarters, and tops, each of which 
carried a four-pound balL She had 67 men killed 
in the action, and 84 wounded ; while the Centu* 
turion had only two killed, and a lieutenant and 
sixteen wounded ; all eft whom recoyered, except 
one. It is impossible to describe the tmnsport on 
board, when, after their numerous disappwntmentsy 
they at last saw tiieir wishes accomplished. But 
this sudden joy was on the point of being as sud- 
denly damped, by a most dreadful accident ; for the 
galleon had no sooner struck, than one of the lieu* 
tenants, coming to congmtulate the commodore on 
his prize, whispered him, that the Centurion wail 
dangerously on fire near the powder-room. Mr. 
Anson received this dreadful news without any 
apparent emotion j and, taking care not to alarm 
his people, gave the necessary orders for .extin- 
guishing the fire; which was happily done in a 
short time, though its appearance at first was ex- 
tremely terrible. Some cartridges had been blown 
up b^ accident betweeii decks, gn4 thft blast l^ 
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eofluttuiiicated its flame to a quantity of aaiLUin bk 
the after hatch- way« near the powder-room, -where 
the smoke of the oakum occasioned the appieh^i- 
fiion of a more extended and dreadful conflagraticm ; 
and even the hopes of avoidii^ its fury, by escaping 
on board the prize, had vanished ; for, at the same 
instant, the galleon fell on the star-board quarter 
of the Centurion, though she was happily cleared 
without doing or receiving any considerable damage. 
Before night, Mr. Sanmarez, the commodore's 
first lieutenant, sent all the Spanish prisoners on 
board the Centurion, except such as were thought 
most proper to be retain^ to assist in navigating 
the galleon, when Mr. Anson learned from some 
of the prisoners, that the other Manilla ship, which 
the year before he had kept in the haibour of Aca- 
puleo, had set sail much earlier than usual, and 
had, probaUy^ reached the port of Manilla some 
time before the Centurion arrived off Cape Espirita 
Santo; so that, notwithstanding Mr. Anson's pre- 
sent success, he had reason to regret his loss of time, 
at Macao, which had prevented him taking both 
these rich prizes. 

The commodore ordered the treasure to be im* 
mediately removed, into the Centurion; and was 
under much concern about securing the prisoners, 
tiieir numbers amounting to double the number of. 
hb own men: which being done, the commodore 
resolved to return to the river of Canton ; and, on 
tiie 11th of July, eame to an anchor off the city of 
Macao. 

The particulars of the cargo of the galleon were 
by this time ascertained ; and she was found to have 
on board 1,31S,84S pieces of eight, and 35,688 
ounces of virgin silver^ beskles some cocbinealt and 
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A few otiier eommodities ; whence it appears, that 
the whole treagare, taken from the Spaniards by 
the Centnrion, was not much short of ^^400,000, 
independent of the ships and merchandize which 
she had either bnmed or destroyed, which amounted 
to above £600, WX) more ; so that the whole damage* 
done the enemy by Mr. Anson's squadron, exceeded 
a million sterling, besides the great expence of the 
court of Spain in fitting out Pizarro, and the loss 
of the men of war employed in that expedition. 

On the 14th of July, the Centurion cast anchor 
diort of Bocca Tigris, a narrow passage, that forms 
the mouth of that river, and proposed to run through 
it the next day, as far as Tiger island, where there 
is a very safe road : but while the Centurion and 
her prize were thus at anchor, a boat was sent by 
the mandarin, who commands the forts at Bocca 
Tigris, to inquire what the ships were, and whence 
they came. Mr. Anson told the officer, that his own 
ship was « man of war, belonging to the king of 
Great* Britain, and the other a prize he had taken. 
That he was going into Canton^ river to shelter him- 
self against the approaching hurricanes ; and that 
he should sail for England as soon as the monsoon 
shifted. The officer then desired an account of his 
force, in order to send it to the governor of Canton ; 
but being told that there were in the Centurion be- 
tween three and four hundred barrels of powder, 
and four hundred firelocks, ha shru^ed up his 
shoulders, and appeared terrified, saying, that no 
ships ever came into Canton river armed in that 
manner; and seemed amazed at Mr. Anson's ex* 
pecting to be exempted from all the duties paid to 
the emperor by the ships that enter his ports ; and 
it is supposed that he gave private directions to the 
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Chineie pitot not to carry the commodore tliroagli 
ike Bocca Tigris. 

The narrow paasag^ called the Bocca Tigris, ia 
little more than nmsket-shot orer, and formed by 
two points of land, on each of which there is a forte 
that on the starboard-side being a battery at the 
water's edge, with dighteen embrasores, but no 
more than twelve iron cannon mounted,which seemed 
to be four or six-pounders. The fort on the larboard- 
side is a large castle, situated on a high rock, and 
did not appear to be famished with more than eight 
or ten cannon, which did not seem to exceed six^ 
pounders. These defences the Chinese had imagined 
sufficient to prevent an enemy from forcing.his way 
through, but would have been incapable of giving 
any obstruction to Mr. jAlusou's passage. The pilot, 
after the Chinese officer had been on board, refused 
to take charge of the ship, without leave from th^ 
forts ; but it being necessary to get through with^ 
out delay, for fear of the bad weather, which was 
hourly expected, the commodore weighed on thfe 
15th, ordered the pilot to carry him by the forts, 
and threatened him, that, if the ship ran aground, 
he would instantly hang him up at the yard-arm. 
Terrified by these threats, he carried the ship safely 
through, the forts not attempting to dispute the 
passage. The poor pilot, however, did not escape 
the resentment of his countrymen ; for, on going 
on shore, he was sent to prison, and rigorously di- 
sciplined with a bamboo. He afterwards went to 
Mr. Anson, to desire some reward for the chastise- 
ment he had suffered, of which he bore very evident 
marks ; when Mr. Anson, pitying his sufierings, 
gave him a handsome recompence. The mandarin, 
who commanded the forts, was also instantly turned 
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eat of his place, and carried to Canton, y^hen it 
was eitpected that he would be severely poniahed 
for sofiering the ships to pass by. 

On the 16th of July Mr. Anson sent his second 
lieutenant to Canton, with a letter to the viceroy^ 
to inform him of the reason of the Centurion's put** 
ting^ into that port ; and that the commodore pro- 
posed to pay his e^^ceUency a yisit. The lieutenant 
had a very civil reception, and was promised that 
the next day an answer should be sent to the com^ 
modore. Meanwhile Mr. Anson gave leave to se« 
veral officers of the galleon to go to Canton, on a 
promise of their retnming in two days. When these 
prisoners got thither, they were sent for and exa- 
mined by the regency; upon which they had the 
honesty to declare, that, as the kings of Great- Bri- 
tain and Spain were at war, they had proposed to 
take the Centnrion, and, with that view, had bore 
down upon her ; but that the event had been con-r 
trary te their hopes* Being afterwards questioned 
as to their usage on board, they frankly acknow- 
ledged, that the commodore had treated them much 
better than they believed they should have treated 
him, had he fallen into their hands. This confes- 
sion from an enemy had great weight with the 
Chinese, who had hitherto considered Mr. Anson 
rather as a lawless freebooter, than as one commis- 
sioned by the state for the revenge of public inju- 
ries ; but now changing their opinion, they consi- 
dered him as a very important person. In the exa- 
mination there were two circumstances, which, iq 
the opinion of the Chinese, appeared extremely 
singulsr : the mandarins asked the Spaniards, how 
they came to be overpowered by so inferior a force? 
and how it happened, smpe the two nations wewe at 
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^irar, tiist Ht^wtn Mt pMt tt ifesthviieii they fell 
mMtiieliA«A«fthe£iiglMi? Te the first of these 
questions the Spaniards mswered[, thtt tkmigfa they 
hod ttorer mm tism the CestnrioiH yet Ae being 
selely intended for war> «^8 grealAy softerior in tike 
SI se of ii«T ignns^ Mid in mmy olber articles, to the 
galleon^ which nvas a vessel fitted out principaUy 
fonr tradec vnd as to the oecond kM|ttiry, they oIk 
terved, that, numi^t the fattens of £nrope, it was 
n&t cttstomsry to put tiiose to dealli who submitted; 
though they readily acknowledged, that the com* 
inodore, fvoia the natural bias of his temper, had 
treated both ItietD, and those of their conntryineD» 
who hi^ been formerly in his power, with Tery nn- 
Maal courtesy, much beyond what was expected^ 
or than was required by tike customs established 
between nattons at wan The Chinese were foUy 
satisfied with these re|i]ies^ and from them enter* 
tained very fisvoarable sentiaEieats of thecommodore* 

On the morning of the 90th of Julyt three man* 
darinSf with a ^ast retittaev in a gnat nund>er of 
boats^ came on board the Genturion, and deliver^ 
ho the commodore an order from the iriceroy of €4n* 
ton for a daily snpfdy of "provisions, and for julots 
to convey the ships up the river as for as the second 
bar. They also delivered him a messajjpe foom the 
viceroy, in answer to his letter ; in which he de>- 
sired to be excused f)rom receiving the commodore^i 
visit durimg the excessive heat of the weattsec, but 
that he should be glad te see him in Septembers 

The mandarins having delivered their message, 
began to talk to the commodore on the duties to be 
|mid by his ships; but he iasmedtately kt them 
Iltiow, he would never ^ibmit to miy demand of 
iibst |Und, and that as he did not come to trade with 
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tkem lie could aoi be deea^d withm ih^ w>H»»g 
of the emperor's ordera : and added, thai 9a duties 
urere eioer deaianded of aien of w by ttrtioM aer 
enstooied to vecenre tfiem, and Idkftt he vas e^pf eftdy 
fMrbid, in the ordera he had rceeiived f ro9» his mulei, 
-to pay any ackaowledgncienl for his flhip'« anchoe^ 
kkg in any port whaiemet i, 

The mandasiiis then ohserried^ that Khey had 
another afiair to. nttntion, and solicited him ^ x^ 
lease the prisonera he had on boud the gnllson ; 
ohsenring, that the vietaoy of Canton apf relmidfeid 
tibat the emperor his master wquM he ii/ip\$$Hd, W 
he should be infonned that persona who wtM hv 
nUies, and carried on great oonaneree with hit snhr 
jects, were under oonfineisait in his dominkm^ 
But thongh Mr. Anson was extranely deeiruiis of 
getting rid of the Spaniards, he at fisst, to e»ha«iee 
the fisYOur, raised some diffiooltits, but at lart sqI^ 
ferhig hnnself to he peevaSed on, ho told the mnt- 
dwMs, that to shew his readiness to old^th? lieftr 
rey, he woald rdease the prisoners whenever they 
WooU order boats to feteh then off. This aahir 
being adjusted, the mandanns departeds A lew 
days ajfter, two Chinese jnnks ws n sen|; for tbei% 
when the eoasmedoM dismissed them att, and ap 
th^ were carried ta MaoaOf allowed th«m fight 
d^s pnevisions for Aeir snhshttraee while they f<dl 
dawn the mer. 

Though the eemnodore found no diCBewUgF \w 
pnvehasii^ previsions fee t}» daily coMumptio* of 
his men, yai he was under mneh perplexity about 
laying in snch a large quantity, both of pseviaioni 
and nawal stores, as would be neoessary to carry 
him to England. There were indeed peoplf at Gauh 
ton who had engaged to burnish him with hia^ni^ 
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and whatever else he granted ; bat after being aa* 
Bured from day to day that all wai ready, and woiild 
be immediately sent on board, he had the Texattoa 
to be informed, that no order had been procured 
from the viceroy to fiimish him with naval stores* 
that there was no biscuit baked, nor any of the 
articles which had been prombed him in readiness. 

It is difficult to account for the insinceiity of the 
Chinese in this particular: however, Mr. Ansoa 
found by experience, that in artifice, falsehood and 
avarice, many of the Chinese are not to be paral* 
)eled by any other people upon earth ; which wiU 
be sufficiently evident, from the following shame- 
fill instances of the fraudulent and selfish turn of 
temper peculiar to that nation. 

While the commodore first lay at Macao, one of 
the officers^ who had just recovered from a fit of 
illness, desired leave to take a walk upon a neigh- 
bouring island, which he imagined wouH greatly 
tfontribute to the recovery of his strength. Though 
the commodore would have persuaded him from i^ 
yet the importunity of the officer prevailed, and 
the boat was ordered to carry him thither ; but the 
second day of his taking this exercise ^e was as^ 
faulted by a number of Chinese, who had beea 
hoeing rice in the neighbourhood, who struck him 
with the handles of their hoea, till they had laid 
him on the ground, incapable of resistance, and 
then robbed him of his sword, his money, watch,- 
goM-headed cane, hat, snuff-box, sleeve-button^ 
and several other trinkets, Meanwhile the boat'a 
«rew being without arms, at a small distance, on^ 
of them flew on the fellow who had the awiqrd, and 
wresting it out of his hands, drew it, and was pret- 
paring to nm some of th« Chinese ijirougli t)i« 
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body ; the officer ordered them to deabt» thttftiog 
It more pradent to rabmit, than to ini^olve hit com* 
maiider in a quarrel with the Chinese govarnmen^ 
which was the more admi]:ed, as this s^tieman 
was known to have an nneommon spirit, and to be 
of a hastj temper. By this means the Chinese 
recovered the sword, and carried.off their whole 
booty unmolested. No sooner were they gone than 
A Chinese, who had the air and appeasaoce of a 
gentleman, rode on horseback to the sea-side, aod 
by his signs seemed to commiserate the officer; 
bat thongh he was wonderAiUy officious ia getting^ 
him into the boat, he was shrewdly sospeoled of 
being an accomplice in ihe robbery. 

The officer on hb return reported what had 
passed to Mr. Anson, and he immediatdy . com*- 
plained of it to a mandarin, who attended to see the 
ship supplied with provisions. The mandarin foond 
£ralt with the officer for going on shore, but pror 
mised, that if the robbers could be found, tiiey 
should be punished; however, it plainly appeared^ 
that he intended to give himself no trouble about 
them. A considerable time afterwards, one of the 
principal thieves was seen in aprovision-boatahmgr 
aide the ship, and orders being immediately giyem 
to seize him, he was taken on board. The robber, 
on bis being first apprehended, expressed such fright 
in his countenance, that it was feared he would 
have died on the spot ; and the commodore decl»- 
jing to the mandarin, who attended the ship, that 
he would not deliver up the robber, but wouVioi)d|Hr 
him to be shot, the mandarin instantly put off the 
magisterial air with which he had at first demanded 
hiin, and begged his release in the most object 
^rms; ^e conmiodore still appearing inflexibly 
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fai Um ikm twa liow0fiv« or sis of th« neigbbeui^' 
in^' maadafine came on WaWI, who joined in tho 
tame oatitotiof, and oi^red a large turn of non^ 
§9$ tlM feUow't liberty. While they were thus sob- 
tkmgi, it waa difcovefed^ that the moat aflsidnona 
nuM^af in waa tho very pefaon who rode np to the 
oAeer after the robberyi and who protended to bo 
eo bigfhiy disjdeased with the viUainy of hia conn* 
4ryiDen« It was also found, on farthet in^piiiy , that 
lie waa the mandarin of the island, and Ind, by tho 
anthoptty of his oflUe, ordered the peasants to com* 
ndt th^t aet of TM^enoe. Honeo araao his extraor- 
dinary irigllance; and from some casoal hints i| 
appeared, that he and his brethren, every one of 
whom had been privy to. tiie action, were terrified 
with tbe apprehenrion of being oafled before the 
tribonal of Canton, where they wonld be imme* 
diately stripped of all they were worth. Mr. Anson 
entertafaied himself Ibr some tiase with their per* 
plexify, rejected theu^ money with scorn, appealed 
inexorable to their prayers, and gave out that the 
wbber Aoold certainly be shot; bnt at last snfiered 
himself to bo persuadted, and> aa a fbronF, released 
his prisoner, though not nnttl the mandarin had 
eeUeeted and retnrned all that had been teken fVom 
the oAcer, even to the minntest tride^ 

Bnt the avariee of the Chinestt notwithstanftng 
ttie mutnal understanding whieh snbsists between 
magistrates and criminals, flre^nently prompts them 
to deAand the persons, by whom they are proteoted^ 
of likeilr share of the pHlage, A short time after the 
above^ transaetion, the mandar ki attendimt on the 
ship being^ relieved by another, tiie coiamodore lost 
the top*mast from the stem, which he had borrowed 
at Macao, and being extrem^y desiroiia to reecrver 
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1^ oftrM a cMtsider^le niMT^ to tiiy ^ine vrhA 
would hnng it again^ Soe^ after be wad informed 
by the mandarin, that some ei hn attendai^ Had 
fcmtaA it, 'aad dewred tfce commodore to Bend IM 
teats for it, which betoc^ done, the matadarin't 
people recdved Iht reward : hot bestflcB this, the 
tommodore had told the mandariti, that he Wonld 
make him a ipresent for his care, in diteeiing it to 
be tearched for, ami aecordingLy gave his UnguisI 
tome money, with ordeni to deUyer it to the maar- 
darin ; bnt the Itng^st being ignorant that a imt^ 
ther present had be^a preansed, kept the atoney 
himsdtf. The mandaiin^ however, confiding in Mv* 
Anson's promise, took oecasion one momiii^ to 
admire the eize of the Gentarioti's masts, «nd fi*om 
tiienee made a digression to the top^mast whkh had 
been lost, and asked Mr. Anson if he had not got 
it again. Mr. Anson perceiirtng what he aimed at, 
iwpiired if he had not received the money from the 
Unginst, who imdhig himseif detected, offered to 
«ay him immediatdy. This ^e mafndarin refosedy 
ted the next day the lingnist being seittd, waa 
fined all he had aeqaired in the comniofcre''8 aer* 
trice, which was supposed to be little less than 90M 
dollars, and was, besides, so severely bastinadoed, 
that he nwrowly eacapcd wilih his life* Bvt when 
the oommodoto, to wlM^m he afterwards came beg- 
gings npbraided him with his foHy, iti fisfcing a 
aevere ehastisement^ tad the lossof aU he was worthy 
Ibr the sake of fifty dollars, of which he had de<^ 
frauded the mandarin, he had no other exeuse to 
«Mke, b«t crying in his broken jargon, ' Chtaese 
fnan very ^reat rogne tnily ; bat have fashtoh ^nb 
^eota help/ 

There would be no end of recoantteg. dH the 
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fraudfl, extortions and artifices, practised on tha 
commodore. As the method of Imying prorisicma 
in China is by weight, they used the most incredi* 
ble methods to augment the wei^t of Mrhat they 
sold to Mr. Anson. Thus a Urge quantity of fowls 
and ducks being bought for the ship's store, the 
greatest part of them presently died, which alarmed 
all on board from the apprehennon of their being 
poisoned: but on examination it was found to 
be owing to their being crammed with st<mes and 
gravel to increase their weight; the quantity thus 
forced into most of the ducks amounting to ten 
ounces in each. The hogs bought ready killed, 
had water injected into them for the same purpose; 
so that a carcase hung up all night for the water 
to drain out of it, lost above a sUme of its weight*. 
To avoid this cheat, the commodore bought the 
hogs alive, when it was discovered, that the Chi- 
nese gave them salt to increase their thirst, and 
having made them drink great quantities of wa- 
ter, took measures to prevent their discharging 
it. As the Chinese never scruple eating any food 
that dies of itself, they practised another arti- 
fice; when the commodore first put to sea from 
Macao, they by some secret practices contrived 
that great part of his live store should die in a short 
time after it was put on board ; and two-thirds of 
the hogB dying before the Centurion was out of 
sight of land, she was followed by many of the Chi- 
nese boats, with no other view but to pick up the 
carcasses* 

Towards the end of September the commodore 
finding that he was deceived by those who had con- 
tracted to supply him with sea- provisions, and that 
the viceroy had not according to his promise invited 
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Mm to an interview, found it impossible to 8ur« 
mount the difficulty he was under, iitithout going 
to Canton and visiting the viceroy, he therefore 
prepared for this expedition. The boat's crew were 
cloathed in an uniform dress, resembling that of 
the watermen on the Thames ; they were in num'- 
ber 18, and a cockswain; they had scarlet jackets^ 
sad blue silk waistcoats, the whole trimmed with 
ailTer buttons, and had also silver badges on their 
jackets and caps. As it was apprehended that the 
customary duties would be demanded by the re- 
gency of Canton for the Centurion and her prize, 
and would be inristed on, previous to their grant^^ 
ing a permission to victual the ship, the commo- 
dore, who had resolved never to establish so disho-* 
nourable a precedent, appointed Mr. Brett to be 
captain of the Centurion under him, directing him, 
in case he should be detained at Canton on account 
of the duties in dispute, to destroy the Centurion's 
prize^ and then to proceed down the river through 
the Bocca Tigris, and to remain iivithout that en-^ 
trance till he received farther orders. On the 13th 
of October, the commodore continuing firm to hit 
resolution, all the supercargoes of the English^ 
Danish and Swedish ships, came on board the Cen* 
turion to accompany him to Canton, for which city 
he the same day set out in his barge, attended by 
his own boats, and by those of the trading ships, 
which were sent to augment his retinue. As he 
passed by Wampo, where the European vessels 
lay, he was saluted by all of them, except the 
Froieh, and the same evening arrived safe at 
Cant<m« 
The cotamodore, on his arrival at that city, was 

vinted by the principal Chinese merchants, who 
VOL. III. So 
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pTomi^ed to inforvi the vieerpy rf fci$ teipg ^t Caft- 
ton; hut the next day pretended that hU «cd- 
kncy was ao buay, that there HfM w getting t^ 
him. They then prepoaseased the aftpercargoes <^ 
the English ehipa, vith a fear of being ewbroiled 
vith the goyernment, and of sufifering in their inters 
ests; when, to quiet the imeadnesa of these super- 
cargoes, Mr- Anson consented not to take any im-r 
mediate step for getting admittance to the viceroy, 
provided the Chinese, who contracted to fiirniahhis 
provisions, would let him see that his bread waa 
baked, his meat salted, and his stores prepared witlp 
the utmost dispatch; but notwithstanding the 
equity of these conditiona, many diflBculties and obt 
jections were urged, nor would the Chinese agree 
to the proposal, till the eoinmodore consented to 
pay for every article before it wa^ put in hand* 
While the stores and provisions were getting ready^ 
the merchants ccmtinually entertained Mr. Ansoa 
with accounts of their various endeavours to pro- 
cure a licence from the viceroy, and their IBrequent 
disappointments. But at length every thing being 
completed and ready to be shipped, he resolved to 
demand an audience of the viceroy, as he found that 
without this ceremony, it would be difficult to ob^. 
tain permission to take his stores on board. Mr^ 
Anson therefore seat one of his officers to the man-^ 
darin, who commanded the gnard of the principal 
gate of Canton, vrith a letter directed to the iiice^ 
roy. This mandarin received the officer ver^ci^ 
villy, took down tlie contents of the letter in. Chi- 
nese, promising that the yiceroy should be imme4 
diately acquainted with it, and that a message should 
he sent to the commodore. Mr. Anson had been 
uuder great difficulties about a proper interpreter/ 
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bat he happily prevailed with Mr. Flinti an Eng- 
lish gentleman bekni^ng to the factory, who spoke 
Chinese perfectly well, to accompany his . officer. 
He had been left at Canton when a yonth, and was 
Vpon that, and many other Occasions, of signal ser-^ 
Tice to the colnmodore^ 

Two days after the abore letter Was sent, a fit4 
broke out in the suburbs of Canton. Mr. AnsOn, oti 
the first alarm, went thither to assist the Chiilese, 
attended by his officers and boat's crew. When he 
(ound, that it begun in a sailor's shed, and that by 
the slightness of the buildings, and the timorous 
awkwardness of the Chinese, it was getting a-head. 
IBut observing that it was running along a wooden 
cornice, which blazed fiercely, and would soon 
spread the flame to a great distance, he ordered 
his people to begin with pulling th^ cornice down; 
which would soon have been e±eeuted, but being 
told, that as there was no mandarin there^ who 
alone has a power to direct on these occasions, the 
Chinete would make him pay for what^Ter was. 
pulled down by his orders, he directed his atten- 
dants to desist, and sent them to the English 
ibctory, to assist ill seburiilg the company's treasure 
and efibcts ; it bdng easy to foresee, that no dis-r. 
tance could bt a protection against the rage of such 
a fire, where so little was done to put a stop tp )t. 
All this Hrhile the Chinese were contented with 
viewing it, and now and then holding one of their 
idols near it| which they seemed to expect would 
check its progress. At last, however, a mandarin 
came from the city« attended by four or five hulidred 
firemen, who made some feeble efibrts to pull down 
the neighbouring houses ; but by this time the fira 
had spread prodigiously, and was got amongst the 
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merchantd warehouses, and the Chinese firemen 
wanting both skill and spirit, were unable to check 
its fury, so that it increased so fast, that it was 
feared the whole city would be destroyed. In this 
general confusion, the viceroy himself went thither, 
and a message was sent to the commodore to entreat 
him to afibrd his assistance, and to let him know 
that he might take such measures as he thought 
prudent for extinguishing the conflagration. Upon 
this, the commodore went thither a second time, 
with about forty of his people, who, in the sight of 
the whole city, exerted themselves in so extraor-' 
dinary a manner, as in that country was altogether 
without example. They behaved with a boldness 
and agility peculiar to sailors, and seemed rather 
animated than deterred by the flames and buildings, 
among which they exerted themselves : whence by 
their resolution and activity, the fire, to the amaze- 
ment of the Chinese, was soon extinguished, and 
the buildings being on one floor, and the materials 
slight, the seamen, notwithstanding their daring 
behaviour, escaped with a few inconsiderable buma 
and bruises. 

This fire consumed one hundred shops, and eleven 
streets full of warehouses, so that the damage 
amounted to an imu^ense sum; and one of the 
Chinese merchants, well known ^o the English, was 
supposed to lose for his own share near sfdOO,OOQ 
sterling. The principal reason of its raging with 
such violence "was, there b^ing hurge quantities of 
camphire in many of the warehouses, which pro- 
duced a column of white flame, and blazed up into 
the air to such a prodigious height, that it was 
]dbinly seen on board the Centuri(^, notwithstand^; 
ing heir being at least thirty miles distant. 
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While . Mr/ Anson and hU people were endea^ 
pouring to extinguish the fire, and the whole city 
were possessed with the terror of its becoming ge* 
aeral, several of the most considerable Chinese 
merchants applied to Mr. Anson, to beseech him to 
let each of them have one of his soldiers, for snch 
they stiled his boat's crew, from the uniformity of 
their dress, to guard their warehouses and dwellings, 
which from the dishonesty of the populace, they 
apprehended would be plundered in the tumult. 
This request Mr, Anson granted, and all the men 
thusemployed.behaved much to the. satisfaction of 
the merchants, who afterVrards highly applauded 
their fidelity and diligence. 

The intrepidity of the English, in putting a 
stop to the fire, and their prudence and honesty 
where they were employed as guards, was the ge-r 
lieral subject of conversation among the Chinese^ 
and the next morning many of the principal inhabi* 
tants waited on the commodore, to thank him for 
his assistance, freely owning, that he had preserved 
the city from being intirely consumed, since they 
eould never have extinguished the fire of them* 
selves. Soon after the commodore received a mes-* 
sage from the viceroy, appointing the 30th of 
November for his audience, which sudden reso-» 
lution was owing to the signal services performed 
by Mr. Anson and his people on this occasion. 

The commodore was much pleased at liaving his 
audience fixed, since he was convinced that the 
Chinese government would not have come to this 
X determination, had they not resolved to give up 
their pretensions to the duties they claimed, and to 
grant him every thing he could reasonably desire. 
Xbe pommodote therefore prepared for thi^. events 
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asd ei^aged Mr. Flint to act as bA interpteter m 
the conference. 

On the da^ appointed, a mandariiie came to tiie 
commodore at ten o'clock in the mornings to let 
him know that the viceroy was prepared, and 
expected him; on vrhich the commodore and hii 
tetinue immediately set out. At his entering the 
<nitward gate of the city, he found a guard of two 
himdred scddiers, who attended him to the great 
parade before the emperor's palace^ where the 
ticeroy then resided, and where a body of troops, 
io the number of ten thousand, were drawn up 
Under arms, and being all new cloathed for this 
new ceremony, made a very fine appearance. The 
(sommodore, with his retinue, having passed through 
the middle of them, was coilducted to the great 
hall of audience, where the viceroy was seated 
under a rich canopy in the emperor's chair of state^ 
with all his council of mandarins attending hisu 
There Was a Vacant seat, in which the commodore 
Was placed ou his arrival, which was the third from. 
I^e viceroy, there being only above him the chiefs 
of the law and the treasury, who in the Chinese go* 
yemment precede all military officers. When the 
commodore had taken his seat, he addressed him-* 
self to the viceroy by his interpreter, and began 
#ith mentioning the various methods he had 
taken to pbtain an audience, the delays he had 
met with, and the insincerity of those he had em- 
ployed, whic}| had obliged him to send his own 
officer with a letter to the gate^ The viceroy here 
interrupted the interpreter, and bid him assure the 
commodore, t^^t the first knowledge he had of his 
being at Canton, was from that letter. The com^ 
l4odore then coipplaiued to him of several grie«' 
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^$mces mSkred by the East India coimpany from 
the Texatioiu impositions 0f the merchants, and 
Inferior custom-house officers, and at length en* 
tered upon his own affiiirs,and informed the viceroy^ 
that this was the proper season for returning tqf 
Europe* That he wanted only a licence to ship off 
his provisions and stores, which were all ready^ 
and that as soon as he had gotten his necessaries 
on board, he intended to leave the river of Canton 
and sail for England. To this the viceroy rej^iedj, 
that the licence should be immediately issued, and 
that the following day every thing should be orr 
dered on board : then finding Mr. Anson had 
nothing further to insist on, he for some time con-^ 
tinned the conversation, acknowledged, in very 
ctvil^terms, how much the Chinese were obliged 
to him, for his signal services at the fire, and 
owned that he had saved the city from being de-^ 
itroyed ; then observing, that the Centurion had 
been a good while on their coa^t, he wished ihi 
commodore a prosperous voyage to Europe, afker 
which the commodore, thanking lum for his civility 
and assistance, took his leave. 

The commodore was no sooner out of the haH> 
than he was much pressed to go into a neighbour*^ 
ing apartment, where an entertainment was pro^ 
vided ; but finding that the viceroy was not to b* 
present, he declined the invitation, and departed, 
attended in the same mannef as at his atrival, onl]f 
on his leaving the city he was saluted by three guns, 
which are the most that are fired by the Chinese oil 
any ceremony. 

Thus the commodore, to his great joy, at last 
finished this troublesome afibir, which, for the pre^ 
ceding four months, had given him great disquiet 
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tude. Indeed he was highly pleased with pEOcnring 
a licence for the shipping of his stores and proTi^^ 
mons; for thereby he Was enabled to retnm to 
Great- Britain with the first df the monsoon^ and to 
prevent all intelligence of his bein^ expected : bat 
this, though a very important point, was not the 
circumstance which gave him the greatest satisfac*^ 
tion; for he was more particularly attentive to the 
authentic precedent established on this occaaiouj 
by which his majesty's ships of war are for the fn- 
ture exempt from all demands of duty in any of th^ 
ports of China. * 

In pursuance of the promises of the viceroy, the 
provisions were begun to be sent on board the day 
after the audience j and, four days after, the com? 
modore embarked at Canton for the Centurion; 
and, on the 7th of December, the Centurion and 
her prize unmoored, and stood down the river, pas- 
sing through the Bocca Tigris on the 10th. The 
Chinese, on this occasion, had taken care to man 
the two forts on each side of that passage, with as 
many men as they could well contain, the greatest 
part of them armed with pikes and match-lock 
muskets. These garrisons affected to show them- 
selves as much as possible to the ships; and were, 
doubtless, intended to induce Mr. Anson to think 
more reverently than he had hitherto done, of the 
Chinese military power : for this purpose they were 
equipped with much parade, having a great num* 
ber of colours exposed te view; and on the castle, 
in particular, there were laid considerable heaps of 
large stones ; and a soldier of unusual size, dressed 
in very sightly armour, stalked about on the para- 
pet with a battle-ax in his hand, endeavoarii^ to 
put on as important and martial an air as possible; 



HOUND THE WORLD. 417 

though some of the observers on board the Centa'- 
rion shrewdly suspected, from the appearance oi 
his armour, that^ instead of steel, it was composed 
only of a particular kind of glittering paper# 

The Centurion and her prize being now without 
the river of Canton, and, consequently, upon tho 
point of leaving the Chinese jurisdiction, it will not 
be superfluous to subjoin a few remarks on the dis- 
position and genius of that extraordinary people* 
That the Chinese are a very ingenious and in^ 
dnstrious people, is sufficiently evinced from the 
great number of curious manu&ctures which are 
established amongst them^ and which are eagerly 
sought for by the most distant nations ; but though 
skill in the handicraft arts seems to be the most 
important qualification of this people, yet their 
talents therein are but of a second-rate kind ; for 
they are much outdone by the Japanese, in those 
manufactures, which are common to both countries; 
and they are, in numerous instances, incapable of 
rivalling the mechanic dexterity of the Europeans* 
Indeed, their principal excellence seems to be imi« 
tation ; and they acordingly labour under that po- 
Terty of genius, which constantly attends all ser-* 
vile, imitators. This is most conspicuous in works 
which require great truth and accuracy; as in 
clocks, watches, fire-arms, Ac, for in all these, 
though they can copy the difierent parts^ and can 
form some resemblance of the whole, yet they 
never could arrive at such a justness in their fabric^ 
as was necessary to produce their desired effect* 
And if we pass from their manufacturers to artists 
of a superior class, aii painters, statuaries, &c. in 
these matters they seem to be still more defective ; 
^ir painters, though veiy numerous and in gr^t 
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eiteem, rarely succeeding in Ihe drawing or doloot^ 
ing of human figures, or in the grouping of laige 
compositions ; and though in fkvw^rs and birds theilr 
performances are much more admired, yet even ia 
these, some part of the merit b rather to be im* 
puted to the native brightness and excellency of 
the colours, than the skill of the painter ; since it ia 
Tery unusual to see the light and shade justly and 
naturally handled, or to find that ease and grace 
in the dravring, vrhich are to be met with in the 
^orks of European artists. In short, there is a 
stifihess and minuteness in most of the Chinese 
productions, which are extremely displeasing : and 
it may perhaps be asserted with great truth, that 
these defects in their arts are entirely owing to the 
peculiar turn of the people, amongst whom nothing 
^^reat or spirited is to be met with. 
' If we next examine the Chinese literature, ( taking 
our accounts from the writers who have endeavomr- 
ed to represent it in the most favourable light) im 
shall find, that on this head their obstinacy and ab« 
surdity are most wonderftil : for though, for many 
ages, they have been surrounded by nations, to 
whom the use of letters was familiar, yet they, the 
Chinese alone, have hitherto neglected to avail 
themselves of that almost divine invention, and 
continued to adhere to the rude and inartificial 
method of representing wovda by arbitrary marks; 
a method, which necessarily renders the immbec 
of their characters too great fi>t faiunan memory to 
manage, makes' writing to be an art that requires 
prodigious application, and in whidi no men can 
be otherwise than partially skilled ; whilst all read* 
ing, and understanding of what is written, is attended 
with infinite obscurity and coofosion ; for the con-* 
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nexion between these marks and the words ihulf 
represent, cannot be retained in books, but must 
be delivered down from ag^e to age by oral tradi-* 
tion : and how uncertain this must prove in such a 
oomplicated subject, is sufficiently obvious to those 
who have attended to the variation which all verbal 
relations undergo, when they are transmitted through 
three or fbur hands only. Hence it is easy to con* 
elude, that the history and inventions of past agesi 
recorded by these perplexed symbols, must fre- 
quently prove unintelligible ; and, consequently, the 
learning and boasted antiquity of the nation must^ 
in numerous instances, be extremely problematicalf 
We are told bj some of the missionaries, that 
though the skill of iht Chinese in science is moch 
inferior to that of the Europeans, yet the morality 
and justice taught and practised by them are most 
exemplary. From the description given fay some 
of these fathers, one shoold be induced to believe; 
that the whole empire was a well^govemed, afiecr 
tionate family, where the only contests were, who 
should exert the most humanity and beneficence^ 
Their conduct to Mr. Anson, however, evinced the 
very reverse of this. As to their theories of mora^ 
Itty, if we may judge from the specimens exhibited 
in the works of the missionaries, we shall find them 
eolely employed in recommending ridiculous attaclf^ 
ments to certain immaterial pointi^ instead oi» dig- 
jeussing the proper criterion (^ human actions^ and 
regulating the general conduct of mankind to on^ 
another, on reasonable and equitable principles. 
Indeed, the mdj pretension pf the Chinese to a 
more refined mcNrality than their neighbours, is 
fottnded> not on their int^rity or beneficence, but 
eolely ob the affected evenness of their demeanour. 
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and their constant attention to snppress all sjnnp* 
toms of passion and violence. But it must be consi^ 
dered, tbathypocrisy and fraud are often not less mis^ 
chievous to the ^neral interests of mankind than 
impetuosity and vehemence of temper ; since these^ 
though usually liable to the imputation of impru*^ 
dence, do not exclude sincerity, benevolence, reso- 
lution, nor many other good qualities. Perhaps if 
this question vc^as inquired into minutely, it vronld 
appear, that the calm and patient turn of the Chi^ 
nese, on vi^hich they so much value themselves, and 
which distinguishes that nation from all others, is^ 
in reality, the source of the most exceptionable part 
of their character ; for, it has often been observed 
by. those who have attended to the nature of man- 
kind, that it is difficult to curb the more robust and 
violent passions, without augmenting, at the same 
time, the force of the selfish ones : so that the timi-r 
dity, dissimulation and dishonesty of the Chinese, 
may, in some sort, be owing to the composure and 
external decency so universally prevailing in that 
empire. 

Thus much for the general disposition of the 
people. As to the Chinese government, we have 
seen that their magistrates are corrupt, their peor 
pie thievish, and their tribunals crafty and venal. 
Nor is the constitution of the empire, or the gene<^ 
ral orders of the state, less liable to exception : 
since that form of government, which does not in 
the first place provide for the security of the pub- 
lie against the enterprizes of foreign powers, is 
certainly a most defective institution : and yet this 
populous, this rich and extensive country, so pom^ 
pously celebrated for its refined wisdom and policy, 
y^ifW conquered about ap age since by a handful of 
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Tartars; and even now^ by the cowardice of tlia 
inhabitants, and the. want (^proper military regu^ 
Nations, it ccmtinues exposed not only to the at-* 
tempts of any potent state, bnt to the ravages of eve^ 
ry petty invader. It has been already observed, on 
occasion of the commodore's disputes ^ith the Chi-^ 
nese, that the Centurion alone was an overmatch for 
all the naval power of that empire : this perhaps may 
appear an extraordinary position ; but to raider it 
unquestionable, there is exhibited the draught of 
two of the vessels made use of by the Chinese. The 
first of these is a junk of about 130 tons burden, 
and was what. the Centurion hove down by; these 
are most used in great rivers, though they some<^ 
times serve for small coasting voyages : the other 
juidt is about 280 tons burden, and is of the same 
form of those in which they trade to Cochinchina, 
Manilla, Batavia and Japan, though some of their 
trading vessels are' of a much larger size ; its head 
is perfectly flat, and when the vessel is deep laden; 
the second or third plank of this flat surface is oft 
times under water. The masts, sails, and rigging 
of these vessels, are ruder than their built ; for their 
masts are made of trees, no otherwise fashioned 
than by barking them, and lopping off their 
branches. Each mast has only two shrouds made 
of twisted rattan, which are often both shifted to 
the weather-side; and the halyard, when the yard 
is up, serves instead of a third shroud. The sails 
are made of matt, and strengthened every three 
feet by a horizontal rib made of bamboo ; they run 
upon the mast with hoops, as is represented in the 
figure, and when they are lowered down, they fold 
upon the deck. These merchantmen carry no 
(saiifiipn ; aufi it appears, from the whole descrip^ 
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ii6n, that they mre utttrly mcapable of miitiBg 
any European armed veeieL Nor is the state pro* 
vided Willi ships of consideraUe force, or of a bet* 
ter fabric, to protect them : for at Canton, what 
doubtless their principal naval power is statiiined, 
we aaw no qiore than four men of war junks, of 
abottt 800 tons burden, homg of the make already 
described, and mounted with only eigiit or tai 
guns, the hirgest of which did not exceed a fonr-* 
pounder. This may suffice to give an idea of the 
defenceless state of the Chinese empire. But it is 
time to return to the commodore, who, on the 
iStb qf December, anchcnred before the town of 
Macao. 

Whilst the ships lay here, the merchants of 
Macao finished their agreement for the galkon, 
for which they had ofiered 6000 ddlars ; this wn 
ijaach short of her value, but the impatience of the 
commodore to get to sea, to which the merchants 
were no strangers,. prompted them to insist on ss 
unequal a bargain. Mr. Anson had learnt enoogk 
from the English at Canton to conjecture, that the 
war between Great Britain and Spain was still eon- 
tinned ; and that probaUy the French might en- 
gage in the assistance of Spain, before he could ar- 
rive in Great Britain ; and therefore, knowing dot 
no .intelligence could get to Europe of the prize he 
had taken, and the treasure he had on board, till the 
areturn of the merchantmen from Canton, he was 
resolved to make all possible expedition in gettoif^ 
l»ek, that he might himself be tiie first messenjper 
of his own good fortune, and might thereby pre^ 
^ent the enemy from forming any projects to in* 
teroept him ; for these reasons, he, to avoid all de- 
lay, accepted of the siun ofiered fer the gaUeoai 
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«nd flhe hting deliyered to tte mercliaiiU tite IStli 
of December 1743, the Centurioii theiame day got 
binder sail, on lier retam to £ii|^land« Aad, on the 
8d of Jamiary, she came to an anchor at Prince's 
island in the atreights of Smida, and contiAned 
there wooding and watenng till the 8th ; when shf 
weighed and stood for the Cape of Oood Hop^ 
where, on the 11th of March, she anchored ki 
Table*bay. ^ 

The Cape of Qood Hope id situated in a tempev 
fate climate, where the excesses of heat and cold 
are rarely known ; and the Dutch inhabitants^ wha 
are muBerons, and who have retained their nativSf 
industry, have stocked it with prodigious plenty of 
all sorts c^ fruits and provisions ; most of vhich^ 
either from the eqnaltty of the seasons, or Ae pe- 
culiarity of the soil, are more delidons in their kind 
than can be met with elsewhere : so tlmt by thesei 
and by the excelkirt Water which abounds there^ 
this settlement is the best provided of any in ^m 
known world, for the refreshment of seamen after 
long voyages. Here liie comfmodore continned till 
the beginning of April, highly delighted witii thsr 
place, which, by its.extraordinary accommodations^ 
the healthiness of its air, and the picturesqiie' ap^ 
pearance of the country, aU enlivened I^ tiie addi* 
tion of a ^civilized coloir^, was not di^raced by an 
imaginary comparison with the vdyieys ef Juan 
Fernandez, and the lawns of Tinian. During his 
stay he entered about forty new men ; and having, 
by the 3d of April 1744, compleated his water and 
provision, he on that day, weighed and put to sea ; 
and, the 19th of the. same month, they saw the 
island of St. Helena, which however they did not 
touch at, but stood on their way ; and, on the 10th 
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of June, bein^ then in soundings, they spo&e ivith 
an English ship from Amsterdam bound for Phila- 
delphia, trhence they received the first intelli- 
gence of a French war : the twelfth they got rigbt 
of the Lizard ; and the fifteenth, in the evening, ta 
their infinite joy, they came safe to an anchor at 
Spithead. But that the signal perib which had so 
often threatened them in the preceding part of the 
enterprize, might pursue them to the very last, Mr. 
Anson learnt, on his arrival, that there was a 
French fleet of considerable force eraising in the 
chops of the channel ; which, by the aecoont of 
their position, he found the Centurion had nm 
through, and had been all the time concealed by 
a fog. 

Thus after a series of the most extraordinary ad^ 
ventures, and the most dreadful scenes of distress^ 
did they encompass the globe in three years and 
nine months* All England rejoiced at the news. 
The treasures taken by the Centurion, were con^ 
veyed in many wagons, adorned with Spanish 
flags, tiiroogh the streets of London, anudst the 
acclamations of the multitude* Mr< Anson was 
justly loaded with honour, and the meanest sailor 
who had shared in all the dangers and distresses of 
these glorious enterprises, had not only the satis- 
faction of having contributed to humble the pride 
of the enemies of his country, but of being made 
rich with the spoils. * 
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